
TWO RAVENS A MATCH FOR A FOX.

The Griants* Causeway (according to the Londonderry
'Standard,

"Which gives a lengthy and graphic description of the occurrence) a
few days since was the sceneof a combat of the most extraordinary
nature:

"
Some carrion had been depositedon the rocks near the sea,

and thefox, evidently with the intention, of making a meal off oneof
tworavens, whichhadbeen attracted to the spot by theputridmass,
curled himself up apparently asleep,close to the carrion. The ravens,
however,regardedhim withsuspicion for some time, andfinding that
Reynard wasnot likely to sheer off, and probably unable longer to
withstand the effects of whatto them was no doubt a grateful and
seductive aroma, they, by their threatening attitudes, left little doubt
in the minds of the numerous spectators that they intended tobring
the matter to anissue.

The tworavens eventually advanced,and one of them took his
standatReynard's head,and the other at his tail. The latter led the
attackby assaulting Reynard's brush, the other immediately after-
wards followingsuit by a powerfultaponhis head. Reynardfeigned
indifference to thesepoliteattentions during a few rounds, trustingno
doubtthathis persecutors wouldbecome emboldenedand indiicreet,
nnd,at the same time, place themselveswithinhis reach.

Indiscretion, however, is not a prominent characteristic of the
cormis family,and after a few more applications alternately on the
headand tail, the position became uncomfortable, and the foxbegan
toshow fight 5 but the ravens followedup the assault, first snapping
atone and then the other. Itwas stated the warfare was carried on
for more than twohours in this way,and on the whole the balance
was against the fox,which,in the words of our contemporary, was
much draggled and weakened,|but beeame^more reckless as the fight
waxedhotter.

At this juncture they had workedorfought up'to the edge ofthe
rock on which the carrion Lad been deposited. The raven at the
enemy's tail hadagain tickled him, and,after doing so, th< oneat his
headgavehim a fearful pinch, upon which the fox turned after him
with greatfury. The one at his tailagain performed, andduring the
passage of the fox after the other raven,gave him a sound onward
thud, accelerating.hia tspeed so much that he lost his balance,and
tumbled into the water, amid thoplaudits of the spectators,and tho
exulting croak of the ravens."

GENERAL NEWS.
The Christian Sundayhas been substituted officiallyinJapan for

the
"
Ichiroku"as the national day of rest. From the 2nd ofApril

Government offices were closed on the first day of the week. Satur-
day afternoonis in thepublic offices also observedas ahalf holiday.

The DukeofNassau, aProtestant,dispossessedsince 1866 by the
Prussians, has just accomplished a noble act of munificeuce and
charity by giving the only palace he still possessedin Wiesbadento
be used as aplaceof worship by Catholics whom some Freemasons,
calling themselves Old Catholics,have lately depriredoftheir church.

The Frenchpilgrims proceeded,on the sthMay,to Santa Maria
Moggiore, to see the sacred remains of Pius V., the outer lidof whose
coffin is on that day annually opened,and wherein hemaybe seenin
hiß crystal chasse,robed and crowned, bis long snowy beard flowing
over his breast.

His Holiness has sent1,000 francs towardsthe reconstruct!^of the facadeof the Cathedral of Florence. TheHolyFatheris
also havingrepaired,at his own expense, the partof the Basilica
of St. JohnLateran, whichwas threatened withruin,andwhichis
decorated withthe most-venerable mosaics inRome, Acommis-
sion of four Roman architects watchover the works.

NanoNaglb,the saintly founderof thePresentation Sisters,is
not inattentive toherchildrenof thepresentday. On the contrary,
shehas lately given another instance of her powerfulprotection.
On Sunday,the 23rd of April,a firebrokeout in theneighbourhood
of the GalwayPresentationConvent. Whilst the adjoininghouses
were wrappedinflames, the holy Sisters calledon their patroness
toprotect themfrom the scourge, inhonor ofher approaching cen-
tenary. Suffice it tosay,that their prayers were heard. A large
coach factory,lately erected,andtwelvecottageswereburnt to the
ground. The goodSisters aregivingall the assistancepossibleto
adozenhomeless families.

A noteworthy sign of the times is the establishment of
Catholic scientific societies. ACatholic "Victoria.institute" has
recently been founded at Brussels, with 453 members j and a
similar societyhas just "beenfounded atBorne withthepromising
title of the

"Academyof St. ThomasAquinas," whichappeals to
philosophers,theologians,and physicians." Itseems tobe"under
distinguished patronage," andalready reckons amongits members
eight cardinals,20 archbishops,and240 "professors,doctors, theo-
logians, and philosophers." Both the Academy of St. Thomas
AquinasandScientificSociety atBrussels,are to publishperiodi-
calreviews.

Thebe are veryextraordinary accounts from Sicily of recentcon-
vulsions of nature and oddmeteoric appearances. At Carleone tnere
wasan earthquake,accompanied by the appearance of a pillarof un-
earthly light. PadreSeccbi, atRome,instructedthe Syndic to inform,
the population he expected the earthquake from the warnings of
his instruments. In the district of Cefalu, inSicily, a whole vUlage
was swallowed up lately, but no one perished, the inhabitants being
warnedof their danger by subterraneannoises and thegradual sinking
of the houses. As usual, they are petitioning the Government for
leave to rebuild on the same spot.

Fatheeßttbke, the illustriousDominican,insending hiscontribu-
tions for thepromotionof Irish studies in the Catholic University,
speaksin warm terms ofcommendation of the cultivationof the olden
tongue. The following passage from his letter deserves attentionand
lemembrance:

"Some of the greatest scholars of our day seemto
think the studyof ourmost ancient Celtic language tobe as important
andnecessary to literature as the cultivation of LatinandGreek, per-
hapsevenmore important to the philologist, because of its greater
antiquity. Itwill illbeseem us Irishmento lag behindin this study,
because doubly easy and interesting to us:first, becanse it is stillf
thank God,a living, spokenlanguage inmanypartsof ourisland;and,
secondly, because itis the language of our fathers,of many glorious
saints andsages, andpoets and warriors,and of the faithful people
whose glories and sufferingsmake thehistory of our land."

The BaronFelixLoe has been condemned to imprisonment in a
fortress for six months. The Baron, it is almost idle to say,is well
knownin Germany audelsewhere as anactivephilanthropicCatholic
layman,and the news of his incarceration will be received withpro»
found regret— and, we may add, withprofoundindignation. Baron
F. DeLoehad been actively engaged incollecting means for thesup-
portof the persecutedclergy of Germany. By affordingrelief to the
latter he wassupposedto encourage themin their so-called rebellion.

Anenormous wildboar wasbeinghuntedrecently inthe wood of
Fave,belonging to the Count Benoist d'Azy,near Nevers (Nievre),
andwas struck by aball, whenitdashed forward,andburstingthrough
the hunters, startedoff at a greatpace, pursuing its headlong course
for three hours, followedby a troopof horsemen, andpassing throudti
thevillage of Choriu, to thegreatterrorof the inhabitants. Soonaf^pr
itentereda field in whichalaborer wasat work, whodidnotsee the
animaluntil it was too close for him to makehis escape. He there-
fore stoodfirm and,as thebeast rushed to the attack,struck ita well-
directedblow on thehead witha hoe andkilled itonthe spot.

"We have heard so much lately of the disgraceful wantof
liberty, which is experiencedby Protestants in Spain," says a
writer in the London 'Weekly Register,' "that we naturally like
toknow whatis theexactnumberofProtestants whoaresubjected
to this infamous tyranny. The bestauthenticatedreportsare sur-
prising. Itappearsthat4,000 is theoutsideof the numberof all
kinds of Protestants in Spain. And this, too,after more thana
quarter of a century of eager and affluent proselytism. Bibles
havebeensentby ship-loadstoSpain; tractshavebeendistributed
throughout the country j missionaries have done all they couldj

and yet,spite of the sympathies of innumerabletourists, Spanish
Protestants only number4,000. We aregravely asked toalter the
religionof Spain, to introduce there the divisionsof our country,
solely to gratify these few bewitched Spaniards,and the tourists
who call themselvesProtestants. A concession has beenmade.on
the partof the Spanish Government,inthe directionofadmitting
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THE AGE OF A PYRAMID.

Modernscholarshipseemsdestinedto winitsmost'signal triumphs
throughtheapplicationofacarefulscientificmethodtoitsresearches
into the pasthistoryof ourrace. Itmultiplies its aids, extends the
rangeof its evidences, and,by looking far beyond the fieldofthe
old chroniclers, is at last able to correct their discrepancies.
Where the records ofearthareatvariance,itconsults theunerring
stars, and fixes the chronologyof events morewisely than thehis-
torian who wrote only a few generations after their occurrence.
The German astronomer,Hansen, wasone ofthe first todetermine
the day andhour of anancient battleby calculating the eclipseof
the sun which occurred at the same time j and now theFrench
Egyptologists, profitingby the remarkable astronomical knowledge
of theEgyptians,areapplying the same methods of verification,
with wonderfulsuccess,to thehieroglyphicrecords.

Atthe meetingof the French Academy onInscriptions,onthe
7thof April, M. de Sauley read a paper inregard toa discovery
by the scholar Chabas,whichfor the first time introducesapositive
dateinto the oldestEgyptianhistory. Hitherto, the distinguished
Egyptologist, M. de Rouge, has only succeeded in establishing
three dates withabsolute certainty— the years1300,1240,and962
8.C., the lastof these being the taking of Jerusalemby Sheskonk
1., the Shishak of the Bible. But two or three months ago M.
Chabas was fortunate enough to succeed in reading a doubtful
cartouche (royal name, inclosed in an oval figure) in the famous
Ebers papyrus, a fac-simile of which was publishedlast year. It
provedtobe thename of the Pharaoh,Menkeres, theMycerinus of
the Greek historians, and thebuilder of the thirdorsmallest pyra-
mid at Gizeh. Attached tothecartouche was anastronomical note,
stating that theheliacal rising of the star Sothis occurred in the
ninthyearof the reignof Menkeres.

The ancient Egyptians hadthe habitof signalisingimportant
political events by some contemporaneousastronomical phenome-
non. Many of the latter couldscarcely beidentifiedordetermined
now; but, since we know that their Sothis, is our star Sirius, we
areeasily able to fix the rare periods of itsheliacal rising. This
is the astronomical termused when a star, afterbeing in conjunc-
tionwith the sun andinvisible, emerges from the lightsufficiently
to be seen just before sunrise. M.Chabas immediately took his
discovery to the astronomer Biot, whomade the necessarycalcula-
tions, whenceit appears that the heliacal rising of Sothis, inthe
ninthyearof the reignof Menkeres,musthave takenplacebetween
the years 3007 and 3010 b.c. M. de Sauley stated that he had
made the calculation independently,and with precisely the same
result. He wasentirely convinced of the correctnessof the date.
Asthe first assured step towards establishing, if onlyinits general
outlines, the chronology of the ancient Egyptianempire, this dis-
coveryis of incalculable importance. Itfixes the age of the third
pyramid of Gizehatabout 4,880 years,andantedatesbyfully1,770
years the earliestaccuratelyascertainedpointinancientchronology.

These detachedepochsare like somany solid piers in the flood
of time, and, though still too far apart to be bridged, they furnish
secureresting-places for the historian. It is not toomuch toex-
pect, that whenthe aidof astronomyis calledto the investigation
of the Assyrian as well as the Egyptian records, we mayrestore
thechronological chart of both empires from the silent testimony
of the heavens.
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