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(From our Daily Contemporaries,)

‘WeLrinaTon, August 3.

It is stated that great reductions will be made in the Estimates,
and that some 400 General and Provincial Government officers will
lose their appointments, and probably the Volunteer vote for the
South Island will be struck off.

In reply to enguiries by this Government, the New Sonth Wales
Government telegraphs that no further action has boen taken in re a
second cable for Europesn communication, because no answer has yet
been received from the Victorian Government.

Loxnox, July 8.

Montenegro has declared war against Turkey. The alleged reasons
heing that the Porte has blockaded the frontier, and insists on reforms
impossible to carry out.

July 4.

The Servian troops crossed the frontier, and had an engagement
with the Turks.

A later report says the Servians were repulsed with the loes of
2000 men. This is denied, and the Servians declare they succeeded
it one action on the Bastern frontier of Boenia. Subsequent actions
took place in which a victory was claimed by both sides. Tulv 9

uly 9.

The interview between the Czar of Russia and the Emperor of
Austria was cordial. Gortschakoff and Andrasay were present. They
agreed to a note not to interfere, but to reserve the right to mediate
batween belligerent powers until some decisive resultiis arrived at.
The great powers guarantee the neutrality of the Danube.

July 15.

In replying to a deputation urging the neutrslity of England in
the case of a goneral war, Barl Derby concurred in tbeir object, and
said the Ctovernment refused to accept the Berlin memorandum
becauss a compromise was unfeasible, and was unacrepteble to the
Porte, and furtber the insurgent flest’s in Bessicn Bay would not take
the initintive, but was there because England and all the countries had
been migled. A general war was most improbable. France wounld
certainly not go to war, and Grermany and her people had no direct
interest in war, and England would not provoke hostilities. Austria
was in a peculiar position, but her own self-interest would dictate
peaca. There was a powerful party in Ruasiza which desired that the
Sclavonic Empire should be under Russian puidance and influence.
That party, however, was not now in power. Earl Derby believed
that the Czar was a sincere lover of peace. The Russian finances and
the extent of her recent conquests in Asia, were xeasons also why
Rugsis should not desire war. Earl Derby also confirmed the recent
telegram, that the policy of non-intervention would be followed by
Russia, and added that nothiog should be done withount the eonsent
of tho great Powers. Though England could not prevent decay of
Turkey, she had guaraateed her against murder, but not against
suicide, or sudden death. Mediatory steps would be offered if oppor-
tunity came as he thought it might shortly occur.

The Now Zealand loan of £1,250,000 of five per cent. debentures
has been offered, but only £200,000 wna subscribed for at 100 to 1024,
Tenders for the balance are invited at par.

Wool biddings dull ; prices without recovery, The full is esti-
mated at 30 per cent. on June rates of last year.

Whesat 18 declining: New Zealand, 47s to 50s; New Zealand
hemp ie guiet, but prices firm.

Arrived : Jessie Osborne and Rangitikei.

AUCKLAND, August 4.

The schooner Argus is now 16 weeks out on a voyage to the
Chatham Islands, and is slmost given up as lost. 8be was a new
schooner, and was insured in the South British for £2000, The crew
consisted of—Morgan (master), Hayward (msate), end six others.
There were 17 passengers, including Kerr and Hngest, two of the
principal run-holders on the island. It is thought the vessel may have
got ashore after lending the passengers. It is proposed to send a
vessel in search.

Oune of the immigrants has escaped from the Quarantine Station.
It is supposed some friends went down in a boat and conveyed him
AWAY.

AUCELAND, August 8.

The Acclimatisation SBociety have sent to San Francisco for 250,000
salmon ova, to be shipped with those for Canterbury. They propose
to introduce crabs, lobsters, and other shellfish.

A report from the Tauranga district states that alluvigl gold has
heen discovered in the Kainai Banges.

At Blaketu a great Native gathering, for the purpose of taking up
and seraping the bones of defunct ancestors, has been just concluded

« —and, strange to say, without any drunken riot.

GENERAL NEWS,

-—n--—H—— .

On Friday, April 21, at Galway, in consequence of a request
from the Rev. Mr. O’Sullivan, the Protestant rector, who stated
that a Protestant pauper whom he had known as a parishioner for
eight years, on entering the workhouse, just before her death, sent
fora Catholic priest, and died withouthis having had any opportunity
of knowing from the woman’s own lips the reality of her desire to
change her religion, the Board of Guardians unanimously passed
the following resolution:— That the master shall, as the law
directs, on the change of religion of an inmate whose life is in
danger, when requested, send for the clergyman of the denomina-
tion which such inmate wishes, but allow the clergyman of the reli-
gion under which he or she hag been registered to the presence of
such inmate, merely to ask in the presence of the master the trnth
of his or her wish to change, and the master shall permit no dis-
cussion.” '

A correspondent writes to the “Journal des Débats,' from
Geneva, ns follows ; *“ The new  Catholic national religion,’ invented

and pampered by Germany, appears not likely to live very long,

In Germany, inby‘s.pite of the donials on the ’ffm of the metions].
press, the movement remaing abaolutely stationary ; int Switzerland
1} visibly dwindles away. The churches ara empty, and if 2 con-
gregation does perchance assemble, it is only to hear some new-
comer, At Berne, money is wanted for meophytes; in the Jara
they trouble themselves no more about the new pastors than asg if
they never exieted; in Gemeva each year demands new sacrifices.
In short, all this movement, provoked for political purposes, is
perishing with the pelicy which called it into being, and it will not
b]: long before the whole affair will be nothing but a souvenir of
the past.”

There are over 1700 parcchial schools in the TUnited States,:
educating hundreds of thousands of Catholic children without any
expense to the Protestant publie. ‘
M. De Lesseps has retwrned from his five monthe” trip to
Egypt. He has ascertained that Port. Said is not likely to he'
filled in with sand, as predicted, the work done by the dredging
machines lagt year being still open. In winter, when the Bitter
lakes are full, a tide sets into the canal, which turns the current
toward the Mediterranean. In summer when the level of the lakes
has been lowered by evaporation, the current turas in the opposite
direction. Formerly rain was unknown on this part of the R
Sen, but since the building of the canal showers have fallen
regularly about once a fortnight. The result has been, to start
vegetation up, even on the Asintic side, in the most wonderfal”
manner. Civilisation, therefore, changes the climate as well as
the face of the country, and if things go on as they have begun,
the sands of the isthmus will be covered with forests in ancther
fifty years.

There was a thrilling incident on the Kansas and Missouri
bridge at Leavenworth recently. Two men, who appeared to be
very drunk, were crossing the bridge from the Missouri to the
Kansas side. About the middle of the bridge they got into a,
quarrel, and commenced knocking each other about. The fight
was observed by several spectators on the Kansas shore, and they
saw @ sight worth seeing. One of the men knocked the other clear
off the bridge, and he somersanlted through the air sixty-five feet
to the surface of the water. How far he went under, nobody knows,
aad nobody ever expected to see him alive again. But he soon
rose and swam ashore, and scrambled cut of the Missouri flood
unigjured and perfectly sober. As soon as he saw what he had
done, the victor ran with all his might back to the Misaouri side,
and he is probably running yet away from his supposed murder.
The other refused to state the cause of the gnarrel or giva names.
He also went back to Missouri after his friend, doubtless to finish
the fight.

New Orleans has a religious who proposes to rival the famous
Nun of Eenmare in literary reputation. Miss Carrol, formerly of
Clonmel, county Tipperary, who joined the Sisters of Merey at
Cork in 1853, and went to America in 1856, has founded the magni-
ficent, convent of her order in New Orleans. This institution
shelters destitute servants, and has found situations for 735 in five
years. It supports an orphan asylum, with 200 inmates, who are
not only educated to fill good positions but so frained as to make
skilful housekeepers. The good Sisters, who number 42, of varions
nations, have also charge of the prison, the industrial school, and
the schools of the French church. To return to Miss Carroll, how-
ever., Her first work was a life of the holy foundress of the Qrder,
Miss Catherine McCauley. She has since published ¢ Hours of
Childhood,” and “Glimpses of Happy Home.” She has trans-
lated, in several volumes, the * Life of St. Alphonsns,” and * Love
of Jesus Christ,” and she is at present engaged on a memoir of
Father Duffy, who died two years ago, after performing wonders
in the raising of convents and asylums. This learned lady, it will
he seen, is nearly as *'lazy’’ as as the monks, and as little deserv-
ing of the praise of the industrious, ascetic and self-denying Pro-
testant elergy. Catholics, however, rejoice in knowing that she
has many rivals, in benevolent activity at least, among the other
orders of the Church.

A few days ago, the Times’ published a brief telegraphic
despatch from Dodge City, Kan., announcing that a band of vigi-
lantes had hanged two men near Fort Dodge for stealing horses in
Summer county, Kansas. Subsequent inquiries, madeby the grief-
stricken father of one of the men bhanged—a young man named
Calahan, son of a preacher in Topeka-—proved beyond a doubt that
Calahan was guiltless of any connection with the crime. He was
engaged in gathering buffalo bones on the plains, and had been
hauling some bones from his * dug-out’” to the railroad when one
of the horse thieves came to his place. He gave him shelter.
‘While he was here the vigilantes from Summer county came up,
and arrested both parties, and, notwithastanding Calahan’s protesta-
tion and his endeavor toghow that he lived there, and had not been
to Summer county, took him with the guilty man and hanged him
then and there. TheRev. Mr. Calahan says that his murdered scn
;a.s in no way implicated in this crime.—* Eansas (Mo.) City

imes.’

The Germans never could have wrought out such a mode of
revenge, 0 sure, so effective, and so mortifying, as the French are
wreaking on the German nation. The whole country is flooded
with notices, pamphlets, and addresses from Bon Marche and all
other leading houses in Paris, containing samples and prices of
good, fashions, models, etc., that are so much better, cheaper, and
more tasteful than German work and goods, that searce a woman,
even if she have but cne dress a year, does not order it from Paris.
The merchants here have protested, appealed to the national pride,
and used every exertion to break up this ruinous competition, but
even with the submissive German woman the one womanly weak-
ness is too strong to yield. A pretty dress and a cheap dress are
irresistible. A society ie aboub to organise to petition the Crown
Princess tobe its mﬂng head, whose object is to banish French
goods and French modes, aud originate their own fashions.



