
(FromourDaily Contemporaries.)
Wellington, August 3.

Itia statedthat greatreductionswill be made intheEstimates;
andthat some 400 General and Provincial Government officers will
lose their appointments, and probably the Volunteer vote for the
South Island willbe struck off.

Inreply to enquiries by this Government,theNewSouth Wales
Governmenttelegraphs thatno further action has been takeninrea
second cable forEuropeancommunication,because noanswerhas yet
beenreceived from the VictorianGovernment.

IiOMDON, July 3.
Montenegrohas declaredwar againstTurkey. Theallegedreasons

being that theFortehas blockaded thefrontier,andinsistson reforms
impossible tocarry out.

July 4.
The Servian troops crossed the frontier,andhad an engagement

with the Turks.
A later report says the Servians were repulsed with the loss of

2000men. This is denied, and the Servians declare theysucceeded
in oneactionon theEastern frontier of Bosnia. Subsequent actions
took placein which avictory wasclaimed by both sidea.

July 9.
The interview between the Czar of Russia and theEmperor of

Austria wascordial. GortschakoffandAndrassy werepresent. They
agreed to anote not to interfere, but to reserve the right tomediate
between belligerent powers until some decisive result is arrived at.
The greatpowers guaranteetheneutralityof theDanube.

July 15.
Inreplying toa deputation urging the neutralityof England in

thecase of a general war,Earl Derby concurredin their object,and
Baid the Government refused to accept the Berlin memorandum
because a compromise was unfeasible, and was unacceptable to the
Porte,andfurther the insurgent fleet's inBessica Bay would not take
the initiative,but was therebecauseEnglandandall thecountrieshad
been misled. A general war was most improbable. France would
certainly not go to war,andGermany and her peoplehad no direct
interest in war,and England wouldnot provokehostilities. Austria
was in a peculiar position,but her own self-interest woulddictate
peace. There wasapowerfulparty in Russia whioh desired that the
SclavonicEmpire should be under Russian guidance and influence-
That party,however, was not now in power. Earl Derby believed
that the Czar was a sincere lover of peace. The Russian finances and
the extent of her recent conquests in Asia, were reasons also why
Russia should not desire war. Earl Derby also confirmed the recent
telegram, that the policy of non-intervention would be followedby
Russia, and added that nothing should be done without theconsent
of the greatPowers. Though England could not prevent decayof
Turkey, she had guaranteed her against murder, but not against
suicide, or sudden death. Mediatory siepswould be offeredif oppor-
tunity cameashe thought itmight shortly occur.

The New Zealandloan of £1,250,000 of fiveper cent, debentures
hadbeenoffered,but only £200,000 wassubscribedfor at100to102*.
Tenders for the balance are invitedatpar.

Wool biddings dull;prices without recovery. The fallis esti-
matedat 30 percent, onJune ratesof lastyear.

Wheat is declining :New Zealand, 47s to 50s;New Zealand
hemp is quiet, butprices firm.

Arrived:Jessie Osborne andBangitikei.
Auckland,August 4.

The schooner Argus is now 16 weeks out on a voyage to the
Chatham Islands, and is almost given up as lost. She was a new
schooner, andwas insured in the SouthBritish for £2000, The crew
consisted of— Morgan (master), Hayward (mate), and six others.
There were 17 passengers, including Kerr and Engest, two of the
principalrun-holders on the island. Itis thought the vesselmayhave
gotashore after landing the passengers. It is proposed to send a
vessel insearch.

One of the immigrants hns escaped from theQuarantineStation.
Itis supposed some friends went down in a boatand conveyedhim
away.

Attckiand,August 8.
The Acclimatisation Societyhave sent toSanFrancisco for250,000

salmon ova,to be shippedwith those for Canterbury. They propose
to introduce crabs, lobsters,andother shell6sh.

A report from the Tauranga district states that alluvialgold has
been discovered in the EainaiRanges.* AtMaketua greatNative gathering,for thepurpose of taking up'
andscraping the bones of defunct ancestors,has been just concluded- —

and,strange to say,without any drunkenriot.

andpampered by Germany, appears not likely to live very;lone1,
InGermany, in spite of the denials on the part of the national^press, themovementremains absolutelystationary;inSwitzerland' "
it visiblydwindles away. The churches are empty, and.if a1con-
gregationdoesperchance assemble, it is only to hear somenew-comer. At Berne, money is wantedfor neophytes; in the Jura
they trouble themselvesno more about the new pastorsthanas if
theynever existed;inGeneva eachyear demands newsacrifices.
Inshort, all this movement, provoked for political purposes, is
perishingwith the policy whichcalled it intobeing, andit willnot
be long beforethe wholeaffair will be nothing but a souvenirof
thepast."

Thereare over 1700 parochial schoolsin the UnitedStates,-
educatinghundredsof thousandsof Catholic children withoutany
expense to the Protestantpublic.

M.De Lesseps has returned from his five months" trip to
Egypt. He has ascertained that Fort.Said is not likely to be1

filled inwithsand, as predicted, the work done by the dredging
machines last year being still open. Inwinter, when the Bitter
lakesarefull,a tide sets into-the canal, which turns the current
toward theMediterranean. Insummer whenthe levelof the lakes
hasbeenloweredby evaporation,the current turns inthe opposite
direction. Formerly rain was unknown on this part of the Bed,
Sea, but since the building of the canal showers have fallen
regularly about once a fortnight. The result has been tostart
vegetationup, even on the Asiatic side, in the most wonderful"
manner. Civilisation, therefore, changes the climate as well as
the face of the country, andif things goon as theyhave begun,
the sands of the isthmus will be covered with forests inanother,
fifty years.

There was a thrilling incident on the Kansas and Missouri
bridge at Leavenworthrecently. Two men, who appeared tobe
very drunk, were crossing the bridge from the Missouri to the
Kansas side. About the middle of the bridge they got into a,
quarrel,and commenced knocking each other about. The fight
wasobservedby several spectators on the Kansasshore, andthey
saw a sight worthseeing. One ofthemenknocked the other clear
off thebridge,andhe somersaulted through the air sixty-fivefeet
to the surfaceof the water. Howfarhe wentunder,nobody knows,
andnobody ever expected to see him alive again. But he soon
rose and swam ashore, and scrambled out of the Missouri flood
uninjured and perfectly sober. As soon as he saw what hehad
done, the victor ran with allhis might back tothe Missouri side,
andheis probablyrunning yet away from his supposedmurder.
The otherrefusedtostate the causeof the quarrelor give names.
He also went backtoMissouriafterhis friend, doubtlessto finish,
the fight.

New Orleanshas a religious who proposes torivalthe famous
Nunof Kenmare inliterary reputation. Miss Carrol, formerly,of
Clonmel, county Tipperary, who joined the Sisters of Mercy at
Corkin1853,and wentto America in1856, has founded themagni-
ficent convent of her order in New Orleans. This institution
shelters destituteservants,andhas foundsituations for 735 in five
years. Itsupports an orphan asylum, with200 inmates, who are
not only educated to fill good positionsbut so trainedas to make
skilfulhousekeepers. The good Sisters,whonumber 42, ofvarious
nations,havealso chargeof the prison,the industrial school, and
the schools of theFrench church. To return toMiss Carroll,how-
ever. Her first work wasa life ofthe holy foundress ofthe Order,
Miss Catherine McCauley. She has since published "

Hours of
Childhood," and "Glimpses of Happy Home." She has trans-
lated,inseveral volumes,the "Lifeof Sfc. Alphonsns," and"

Love
ofJesus Christ," and she is at present engaged on a,memoir of
Father Duffy, who died two years ago, after performing wonders
in the raisingof conventsandasylums. This learned lady,it will
be seen,is nearly as"lazy

"
as as the monks, andaslittledeserv-

ing of thepraise of the industrious, ascetic andself-denyingPro-
testant clergy. Catholics, however, rejoice in knowing that she
has many rivals, inbenevolent activity at least, among the other
orders of the Church.

A few days ago, the 'Times' published a brief telegraphic
despatchfrom Dodge City,Kan., announcing that abandofvigi-
lanteshadhanged twomennearFortDodge for stealinghorses in
Summer county,Kansas. Subsequentinquiries,madeby the grief-
stricken father of one of the men hanged— a young mannamed
Calahan,sonof a preacherinTopeka— provedbeyondadoubt that
Calahanwas guiltless of any connection with the crime. He was
engagedin gatheringbuffalo bones on the plains, and hadbeen
hauling somebones fromhis "dug-out

"
tothe railroadwhenone

of the horse thieves came to his place. He gave him shelter.
While he was here the vigilantes from Summer county cameup,
andarrestedbothparties,and,notwithstandingCalahan's protesta-
tionandhis endeavor toshow thathelivedthere,andhadnot been
to Summer county, tookhim with the guilty manandhangedhim
then andthere. TheRev.Mr. Calahansays thathis murderedsen
was in no way implicated in this crime.

—
'Kansas (Mo.) City

Times/
The Germans never could have wrought out such a mode of

revenge,so sure,so effective,and so mortifying,as theFrenchare
wreaking on the German nation. The whole country is flooded
withnotices, pamphlets,and addresses from Bon Marche andall
other leading houses in Paris, containing samples and prices of
good, fashions,models, etc., that are so muchbetter, cheaper,and
more tastefulthan German work and goods, that scarce a woman,
evenif she havebut one dress ayear,doesnot order itfromParis.
The merchants here haveprotested,appealedto thenationalpride,
andusedevery exertiontobreak up this ruinouscompetition,but
evenwith the submissive German woman the one womanlyweak-
ness is toostrong to yield. A pretty dress andacheap dress are
irresistible. A society is about to organisetopetitionthe Crown
Princess tobe its ruling head, whose object is to banishFrench
goodsandFrenchmodes,andoriginate theirown fashions.

GENERAL NEWS.
OnFriday, April 21, at Galway, in consequence of arequest

from the Rev. Mr. O'Sullivan,the Protestant rector, whostated
that aProtestantpauper -whom hehadknown as aparishionerfor
eightyears,onentering the workhouse, justbeforeher death, sent
foraCatholicpriest,anddiedwithouthishavinghadanyopportunity
of knowing from the woman's ownlips the reality of her desireto
changeher religion, theBoard of Guardians unanimously passed
the following resolution:

— "That the master shall, as the law
directs, on the change of religion of an inmate whose life is in
danger, whenrequested, send for the clergymanofthe denomina-
tionwhich such inmate wishes,butallow theclergymanof thereli-
gion tinder whichh.e or she has been registeredto the presence of
such inmate,merely toask in the presence of the master the truth
ofhis or her wishto change, and the master shall permitno dis-
cussion."

A correspondent writes to the 'Journal des Del>ats/ fromGeneva,asfollows:"Thenew'Catholicnationalreligion/ invented
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