
"Ishould know it anywhere!" exclaimedEosine, "Iam so
glad."'"' So am T," saidher friend,drawing her arm within her own
as they continued their walk;"you must knowHarry when he
comeshome;he's anoble fellow."

"Where is he now?" inquiredEosine.
"Heisona cruise to IheMediterranean. Thereistalk in the

Department of a recall of the squadron with.which hesailed,to
join the forces the governmentpropose tosendagainst Mexico. I
think if itcomes to this,it will decide mybrother at once to leave
the service for whichhealreadyhas no fondness. Such anunjusti-
fiable war!Ipray Jesus and our Holy Mother to save him from
shedding blood,insuchacause."

Eosinemade noanswer, her eyeswere rivetedon the locket,
when,as ifby magic, the reverseside of the trinket sprung open.
"O,howbeautiful!howlovely!

"
sheexclaimed, pausingsuddenly

inherwalk andlooking toherfriend foranexplanation.
Thepicture wasof a youthapparently about twenty,glowing

in the first flushof manlybeauty,and withanexpressionthat won
the heart at once. Miss Greenwood took the locket in her own
hand and murmured, "Yes, dear, lovely, beautiful beyond com-
parison;and taken so young, so suddenly, and so

—
,"her voice

diedawayin asob. She walked away from her friend, hor eyes
cast down,hersteprapid. Eosineremainedwhere shehadlefther,
wondering in her ownmind if this couldbe the 'first-born' of
whom Ned had once spoken

—
then came the wonder, why this

intimacy between the two families, which must have been very
strong, had never been known to her. She tried to recall any
allusion to them,butcouldonly remember hearing Aleck once wish
Harry Greenwoodwereathome,andthe Colonelhadspokensome-
times quite severelyof the Commodore,butofMiss Greenwood and
the lostbrother, she hadnever heard till shehadherself made her
acquaintance.

Eosine was awakenedfromher reverie by the return of her
friend, all tracesofthe late deepemotion effaced,andher counten-
ance wearing the calm, placid,somewhat pensivelook, that usually
rested there. She informed her young companion that she had.
met the Colonelon thebeach looking for her. Eosine made haste
to meet him, he coming towards her holding a letter high above
his head,exclaiming, '" From the west!

"
Immediately,as she saw

her father's handwriting,her heart sunk within her. "Iknow
there is badnews," she said, out of breath withherrun,and look-
ing pitifully intohis face."Shall Iread it for you?

"
he inquired affectionately, and

placing the camp-stoolfor her and bidding her lean against him,
heread aloud,not withoutsome hesitancyandchoking onhispart,
the sad story of little Jeannie's release and Marion's wanderings
andconsequentillness. Itwas written in the terse, laconic style
of a man of business;butinthe endhe said,"Ithank God,my
child, thatyouareexemptfrom theharddisciplinewoareenduring
in this tous foreignland, andare sheltered in the home andheart
of oneworthy of the loveof such adaughter."" ButIought tobe with my mother," she said, lookingupat
Colonel Hartland;"she needsmenow more thanever.""But, my darling child,"repliedhe,"inyour presentdelicate
state,lately recovered from a nervousfever,youcouldbe butlittle
assistance.""

Icouldcomfort her," she said sadly."O,here is somethingfrom yourmother," heexclaimed,ashe
turned the last page.

"Donot be impatientorunreconciled, my belovedEosa. The
dear Lordwill watchbetweenme and thee whenwe are absent one
from another, andbring us together again. Imiss youhourly, my
sweet comforter, now more than ever;butIwould, not haveyou
pine for me;youhave -withme, the sweetcompany of the saints,
ar»d they will bring you comfort with their prayers;we havenow
anewadvocate inHeaven, and dear Jeannie will never forget to
prayfor us. The little pictureof St.Eoseis near me,andInever
lookat it withouta|petition formy sweetEosita."

ment,or those "whomake the laws,to intend to sanction the con-
duct of many of the gendarmes, whichmust be condemnedbyevery
right-thinkingman.'"'TheLandrath, who had not lost oneof my words,moved
uneasily inhis seatandstrokedhis hugemoustache vigorously."'But what wouldbe the result/ repliedmy vis-a-vis, 'if the
laws of the Government should continue to be set at nought?
Unless the insolence of thepriestsis checked, there will he anend
of all respect forlaw andorder among thepeople. WhatIsay is,
that theGovernment must step in,and where lenity and forbear-
ance wouldbemereweakness, therecannotbeany specialdelicacy ;
inthe choice of means. Ifthepriests won'tsubmit, theymustbe '
made to feel/"'

Do youreally think, then, that the gendarmerie, trials,and
prisons are effectual weapons against men's consciences? lam
certainlynoenemy of the State,andIlovemycountry;but just
for thatreasonIcannotbut.most deeply lamentthe wholecontest
withitsmiserable details. Ithas made a rentin the land which
willnotcloseeasily,dealt/wounds to thehearts of thepeople which
willnothealsoon/"

'And things will go further still, my good sir. lamamem-
ber of theLodge,and tolerably aufait. If imprisonment andde-
privationhavenoeffect on thebishops,their stipends willbe with-drawn,and their whole connectionwith thePopedissolved. Then
the ambassadorshipat the Curiawill be abolished, andshouldthe .
Popedo the least thingto give the Governmentahandlefor fur-
therproceedings, theBullof1821,De salute a'nimarum, will simply
be declarednull. Andif thepeopleget troublesome, then the dis-
trict or theprovincewill be put inastate of siege, and theUltra-montane,papers, those plague-soresof Germany,suppressed/"'Iquitebelieve thatyoumayberight,andthatthe Govern-
ment will shrink fromnomeasures, however violent;butIdonot
believe that thebishops will sacrifice their convictions for the sake
of a salary. Irespectevery sincere conscience/"'"'Fiddlesticks! The priestsare determinedtokeep the'peo-
plein ignorance,and theymust do so in order tocontinue to exist
andnot feel the ground give way under their feet;theylordit
overthe masses,and their dignity, envelopedinclouds of incense,
will stoop to no accommodation with the laws. The Government,
on the contrary,wouldenlighten and emancipate the people

—
get

them out of leading-strings
—

that's the real point of the struggle.
The priestsmask their obstinacyto the eyes of thepeopleby the
phrase,"We must obey Godrather thanman;" butamong them-selves they laugh, like the Eoman augurs, over the stupidityof
themob.'"'That accusation of the priests cheating anddeceiving the
peopleis so dashing a one that Iseek in vain for aproof of it.
Certainly the bishopsand priests suffer for their principles;and,
afterall, onemust havereligion,or there is anendof civilliberty;
fornever will thepeoplebeenlightenedtosuch apitch as torender
a positive religion superfluous j never willpeoplebe so inoculated
with so-called"moral principles" as todo goodbecauseitis good,
and toshunevilbecause itis evil. Eobthemof their God,of their
faithineternity andits retribution,and they willsink to thelevel
of thebrutes;andtheir unbridledpassionsandimpulses willbreak
allbounds,and apeaceable social life become impossible. . . .
Only amadman, or a manblinded by fanaticism, canbe so hostile
to Christianity and thebishopsastomakethatcharge ofdeliberate
falsehood and deception. You alluded just now to the Eoman
augurs

—
let me allude to thenationalLiberals ofour day. Was it

notpolitical hypocrisy, when persons calling themselvesLiberals
gave their sanction, inspiteof knowingbetter, to laws whichthey
condemnedintheir hearts ? Look at the military servicelaw,at
the Landstrumlaw,at the rejectionor adjournnient of themotion
for the direct right of election! Is it real Liberalism for the
majority of the representatives of the people to sanction laws
which the people reject, merely out of deference tothe Imperial
Chancellor or the Government? Is it not making afarceof con-
stitutionalrule ?'"'Iconfess/ repliedtheFreemason, 'thatIdo not agreein
allpoints \iiththe proceedings of the nationalLiberalparty,but
at the same timeIamobliged togo with it because it is theonly
supportof the Government, which, without it, wouldbeunable to
performits civilising mission against the enemiesof theEmpire,
whether red or black. That in so doing many concessions are
made which the Liberals thjmselves do not approveis true,but
inevitable;but,believeme, the times will alter,and then weshall
attack the Government initspositionof absolutism.'"'Andso, merely from considerations of conscience,younow
agree to laws whichare to beupsetata laterday. Well, populus
vultdecipi! Andpeople give their votes for anything. Govern-
mentmaycarryon the waragainst theUltramontane'party. Well,
Icallmyself liberal, but for that very reasonIcondemn such line
of conduct. AndIcondemn to the measures thatarebeing taken
against therefractorypriests. . . . OnlyyesterdayIsawwhat
confirmedmein my views. IwasatIf ,wherethebanished
priest had returned, and had 'illegally,' said Mass. The police
wereon the alert in pursuit of him,but in vain;the peoplede-
fended their pastor. Are not such incidents a fiasco for the Gov-
ernment ? Do you think they tend toincrease andstrengthen,the
loveof theFatherland?'"'

YouwereatN yesterday ?' exclaimedthe Landrath,
suddenly, turning tome.'" 'Yes,Iwas. Doesthat interest you?'"'Certainly it does, for this is the firstIhaveheardof the
pastor'sreturnand of his officiating. That man'sdefiance of the
law goes too far/ <""

Why so ? Because he does not let the policegetholdof
him? Icertainly would not; for if ,1understand the priest's
stand-point rightly, he considers himself bound in conscienceto
remainat thepostassigned tohim by bisBishoptillheis forcibly
drivenfromit/

SOME ADVENTURES UNDER THE MAY LAWS.
fConcluded.)

As soon asnight fell the "commercial traveller" left N by
footways and bye-paths through fields and gardens, leaving his
friendly host to make known to the parishioners his intentionof
reappearing the following Sunday and saying Mass, this timeas
early as twoo'clockinthemorning. Meanwhilehereturned to the
tq^n,bentonmaking acquaintance with the Landrath,whomhe
hadalwaysheard mentioned as one of the stoutest champions of
the war of culture. He found out the hotel,which didduty ascasino, where the Landrath,spent an hour or twoeveryevening,
and took a seat at a table round whichsatapartyconsisting, as
he learnt afterwards, of the mayor,the doctor, and the lawyerof
the place,besides the Landrath himself, andatax-commissioner.
There weretwo other guestsin the room,whoappearedstrangers.
The conversationat first turnedonindifferent subjects,but gradu-
ally got roundto the inevitable^subject of the day

—
the"war of

culture." Itis worthquoting."'The "bitter feelings of the people in these parts/Isaid,'strikeme as remarkable. A man who travels as much asIdo,
has thebest opportunity of getting to know the stateof mind of
the inhabitants. And it seems to me there is some fault tobe
foundwith thebehaviour of officialsin this business. The official
isaman, andas amanhe takes parteagerlyfor or against;for in
thisstruggle the dearest interests- of men are concerned, and so,
unluckily, itoftenhappens thatthe requisitecomposure andobjec-
tivity get lost sight of,and their place is takenby bitternessand
subjective party feeling. This is the case,certainly, withpersons
whoare, from wantof education and the nature of their calling,
withoutalldelicacy.jForinstance,it is impossiblefor theGoveru-

Friday, Aug. 11,1876.] NEW ZEALAND flA.BLE'fc 7


