
To theEditor of theNew ZealandTablet.
Sir,

—
Althoughmuchhasbeenwritten concerning thelateannual

meetingof the above Societyheld in Melbourne lastFebruary,it
hasnot been withoutgood,results, andIthinktheresolutionpassed
by theDunedinbranch at its lastmeetingan expressionofopinion
that will be secondedby a large majorityjot tho Lodges in this
Colony. The illegality of the late A.M. has been very fullyjlis-
cussed through your columns, therefore,Ithink it■wouldbeoufcof
placewereIto saymuch about it at present. Itis nowproved
conclusively that the Executive Directory has not the conndence-
of themajorityof its branches, and,evenif ithad,Iam doubtful
if they could be managedas successfully astheyhave beenin the
past. It is very remarkable that not one of the pioneersof
the Society occupiesaseat on the Directory,especially when they
proffered their gratuitous services to the Society, and were re-
jected,not by the Society, but bya portion of it known as the-
Melbourne district, who,by an unfair advantage in opposition to
our lawsand the protest of our representatives,carried all their
points at the annual meeting. This important fact speaks for
itself, andshouldnot belost sight of.

Ourduty now is, to take immediate action forourownprotec-
tion. With this object inview,Ihave for months passedadvo-
cated a board of management for the Otago and Canterbury
branches, thereby consolidating their interests, and extendingthe
;Society to the severalcentres of populationin the respectivePro-vinces. Inotice that yournumerouscorrespondentsadvocateDis-
trict Boards for this Colony, butIap afraid in forming their
opinions they have overlooked the principalobjection,vizi, that
of expense. DistrictBoardsmay1 workwellin*Victoriawhererail-
waycommunication is established throughout theColony,andthe-

lighters, andcalling the attentionof theBoard to certain grievances
from which their trade suffers. These being that thef railway carries
timberandheavy goods at ratesconsiderably below those charged for
ordinary goods, that the rateof wharfagedues on goods brought by
lighters is double the charge made on goods landedatthe Railway
Pier, Port Chalmers; thathindrances are thrownin the wayofcon-
signees obtaining goodsby lighters from shipsberthedat the Railway
Pier;that there is a want of shed accommodation;that vessels using
theRailway Pier arenotrequiredtopayberthagedues,and thatberth-
age dueschargedlightersatpresentarenotfairlyregulated. Theletter
was referred to theFinance Committee. The reportof theFinance
Committee drew the attentionof theBoard to the fact there is now a
considerablecharge against the revenuesof theBoard for interest on
money borrowedon the security of its endowmentsandrates. Italso
recommended that applicationbe made to the General Government
for a Crown Grant ofthatportionof landinduedin theplansofHar-
bour improvements, approved by the Governor ia Council, and
further, that applicationbe made to the General Government,witha
view of arriving at some definiteunderstanding as to whatis required
for railwaypurposes out of theBoard's endowment. Aprotestsigned
by Messrs. J. M. Ritchie, Henry Tewsley, and HughMacNeil, was
made against the resolution adoptedby a majority of the Board, at
theirlast meeting, to accept the Crown Grant for theBoard'sendow-
ment lands, excluding the triangular piece lying between the Port
Chalmers Railway line, Castle and St. Andrew streets. The En-
gineer's recommendationthat thetender of £140, for the removalof
the shed,be accepted,wasuuanimously adopted. Mj.D.L. Simpson
forwarded the Inspector's monthly report,and commended the re-
marks therein contained to the favourable considerationoftheBoard.
Itwasresolvedon the motion of Mr. Tewsley :—":

— "
That the Board

petition the GeneralAssembly todetermine whoought tobe the Trus-
tees to carry out the purposes of the Trust for which the Wharves
andQuay8 Reserves were set aside,and that the Gofeminent beasted
to introduce aBill togive effect to the decision,whateveritmaybe.
That a copy of the foregoingresolution be forwardedto the Colonial.Secretary,with a request thathe will take the necessary steps tohave
theobjects thereof carried out." The followingaccounts werepassed:
Progress payments onaccount of the new dredge, £2700 ;do. sheds,
£520 ;wagesand sundries, £1691 7s Id;total, £4911 7s Id.

Ataboutfour o'clock on the morning of the 4th inst.,a shanty
atthe rear ofMessrs.ReidandGray's premises inPrinces street was
discovered to be on fire. The high windof the precedingnight is
supposedto haveblown some sparks fromthe furnaceoftheneighbor-
ing foundry towards thebuilding inquestion,and thus to have caused
the conflagration, which, however, fortunately waanot attendedby
any serious consequences.

The schoonerDagmar founderedunder theNuggetsonThursday
last. Her crew were holding on to the vessel's side,havingnohope
of escape, when their position was observed by Captain Tunbridge,
master of the cutter Jane,which fortunatelyfor the shipwreckedmen
camewithinsight of them atthecriticalmoment. CaptainTunbridge
at oncehove his vessel to,and proceeded alone in his dingy to the
rescue, without delaying for a moment to consider the danger he
would incur. He succeeded in saving the lives of the men in
question, .and proved himself well worthy of admiration, for his
courage andkindness of heart.

The MelbourneCentralBoardof Healthhasissued thefollowing
notice, to which personswho are interested inthehealthand welfare
of children especially, would do well to pay attention:

—
Recent

analyses of the confectionery commonly sold inandaboutMelbourne
having shown that many of the colored articles areinahigh degree
dangerous to health,the CentralBoard ofHealthconsider itadvisable
todraw public attention to the matter,and especially to caution the
public against theuseof confectionerywhichis coloredyellow,orange,
or green, these colors being in many cases produced by means of
chromate of lead, arsenite of- copper, or other highly poisonous
materials. With a view to putting a stop as far as possible to the
sale of poisonous confectionery, the local boards of health have
received special instructions to enforce the law in regard to this
matter;but the Central Board deemed it well, also, to pointout to
all concerned, that the

" Act for the Prevention of Adulterationof
Articles of FoodorDiink," imposespenaltiesof fineor imprisonment
onany oneconvicted of selling adulterated articles,andalsoenables
the purchaser of any such, article to have the sameexamined by the
Government analyticalchemist, witha viewtoproceedings under that
statute, on giving notice to the vendor at the time that the articles
will be so examined.

A man named Robert Roberts, a native of North Wales,com-
mitted suicide onFriday last, by poisoning himself with strychnine,
which he hadobtainedunder the pretence of wishing todestroyrats.
The unfortunatemanhad been observedto be inlow spirits for some
time previous to bis death,and the jury qualified their verdictby
stating that the acthad beenperformed during temporaryinsanity.

A double i,a»d£e dredge is beingbuilt for tie Harbour Board
by Messrs. Kincaid and M'Queen,ata cost of about £20,000. The
dimensions are :—llO:

— 110 feet long by 33 feet beam, depthof holdnine
feet.. Itis calculated tbat the dredge will lift 500 tonsper hour,and
itwill be fitted witha compoundengine of about 60-horse power, and
two donkey engines forpumping, working the winchesand liftingthe
bucket-ladders.

The finalpolling for the election of theMayor of Duuedin came
off on the 3rd inst. The results were as follows :—:

—

The Derby Ploughing Match came off oa Saturday last inMr.
Muir's paddock,NorthTaieri. The day though cold was dry and
favorable. There were about 300 present. The resultof thematch
■was as follows :— Class A. For single-furrow ploughs, nine entries.
Istprize, £10- James Gilbert (Fowler);2nddo., £6— Thos. Christie
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(Ponton);3rd do., £4—Thos. M'Taggart (Ponton). SpecialprizesV—

Best feering and finish (box of tea,gift of Mr.M'Nee,andchurn,
gift of James Walls)

—
Thomas Christie. Best in field:— (Pair ofbackhands,gift of J. Chesney)

—
J.Gilbert. ClassB. Forploughmen'

whohavenever wona first or second prize. Five entries. Istprize,
£7

—
William Haugh(Ponton),; 2nddo.,£s—George5

—
GeorgeGordon(Allan)yhighly commended— James Walters (Reid and Gray). Best feeringand finish (pair swingletrees,gift of J. Smeaton, and pair leggings,

gift of G. Dowse)
—

Wm. Haugh. Class 0. For youtbs under 14.
Two entries. Ist prize, £s— -Alex.Miller (Ponton) j 2nd do.,whip,value 20s. (gift of J.Rennie)— J. Sinclair. Best feering and finish(hat, gift of Mr. Muir,and pair leggings, gift of G.Dowse)— Alex.
Miller. Best finish for reapingmachines, 20s. giftof Mr.Muir— A.
Miller. Class D. For double-furrows. Nine entries. Istprize, £6-* JBjL
John Houden (Eeid and Gray);2nd do., £s—Charles5 — Charles White, jun^m
(Fowler); 3rd do., £4

—
Peter Adamson (Eeid and Gray). Bestploughing, silver medal

—
J.Houden. Straightest:pair leggings;gift

of James Collier
—

Alex.Collier.
The Theatrescontinue tobe well-patronised,notwithstandingthe-

very inclement weather prevailing lately. Amongst the principal
attractionsare theLingards at thePrincess. "Frou-Frou" waspro-
ducedonFriday evening last for thebenefit of Mrs.Lingard,and was-
a great success,Mesdames Lingard and Hoskins appeared togreat
advantage,andat theclose of the performance were honoredwith a
call before the curtain. At the Queen's on Tuesday evening,Mr.
Talbotmade his last appearance inDunedin. It is ;to be regretted
that hehas not beenplaying undermore favorable auspices,ashe iBa
most deserving and painstaking actor. His engagementmust have
been anything but a profitable one for the lessees. Mr. andMrs.
Darrell make their re-appearance this evening in "As YouLikeIt,"
when,,no doubt, a large audience will assemble to welcome these
favoriteartistes back to Dunedin.

Evidentfruits of the establishmentof theChristian.Brothers
inDunedinwereseenon Sunday morning last, when 42 boys at-
tendingthe newly-opened schools made their first communion at
the 8 o'clock Mass, inSt. Joseph's Church. Theboys,each wear-
ing a sash of blue ribbon commemorativeof the occasion, were
underthe supervisionoftheir teachers, and the manner inwhich
theyapproachedthe altar,together with their whole demeanour,
bore thebest testimonyto the excellenceof their preparation,and
affords amosthappy augury for their future. His Lordship the
Bishop administered the Blessed Sacrament, and afterwards de-
livered animpressiveaddress to the-youthful recipients.

On thenight of the'2ndinst. the residence ofHis Lordship the
Bishop ofDunedin was entered by a burglar,and several small
articles, amounting inall tothe valueof about «£lO, were stolen.
Informationwas immediately given to the police,and theresult
was,that onTuesday hist a man, named EdwardJames Donolly,
wasarrested on suspicionof the robbery. Itseems that the ac-cused, whohasbeen known byseveral assumed appellations,is an
accomplished thief ofnoordinary kind. His appearance is saidto
bemost respectable,and his dress is the height of the fashion;
when brought before the Magistrates,he evenwentso far as to
wearapairof white kid gloves. He had passed himself off in
Dunedinas amusician and teacher,but on his belongings being
searchedby the police,he was found, tobe furnished withacom-
pleteset of house-breaking implements, including a pairof pistols
ready cappedandloaded; and taking this latter circumstanceinto
consideration, itseems extremelyfortunate, thathis entry into the
varioushouses heis suspectedof havingrobbedwas not perceived
by theirinmates. Besides theresidence ofHisLordshiptheBishop,
this interesting gentlemanis further accused of having entered
thoseof MrT. S.Graham and Mrs G. K. Turton, stealing .£BO
worthof jewelleryfromtheformer,andagoldwatchandguardfrom
the latter. He wasbrought before the Magistratesat the PoliceCourt,Dunedin,onWednesday last,butat the requestof Inspector
Mallard wasremandedfor a week.
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South High
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teeves ... 255 459
Voodland ... 245 317

Bell
Waid.
277
470

Leith
Ward.

442
297

Total.
1433
1329

Majority for Reeves ... 104


