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Chiron anarrow took,and with thenotch
Backwarduponhis jawshe put.hiabeard."

Of this Mr. Buskin, in 'Modern Painters/ says, "Dante'scentaur, Chiron,dividing his beard with his arrow before he erinspeak,is a thing that no mortalwouldever havethoughtof, ifhehad not actually seen the centaur do it. They might have com-
posedhandsomebodies of men and horses inall possible ways,througha whole life of pseudo-idealism,and yetneverdreamedofany such thing. But the real living centaur actually trottedacrossDante's brain and he saw him doit." So do ideas presentthemselvest» certain chosen minds, and^if they arebesidesgiftedwiththepower of conveyingsuch ideas, thus living, to theunder-standings of others,as they generally or perhaps invariablyare,their fame of poet is secure,and they are*destined=to obtainanearthly immortality.

*
To such powers we can lay no~claim,but overlooking tfljsacity,as from the Town-belt we overlook Dunedin,even ordfl%y

minds may deal in speculations,and conjure up images moreofless vivid. Inregardingthe longlines of houses,spreaduponthe
levelground, or those scattered upon the hills,although Asmodeusis not here tounlock for us the secretsof eachhome,nor would wehavehimdoso ifhewereathand,westillcan findmuchto interestus, forherearecertainly atplay allthe motivesby whichmankindhasat any time been actuated

—
in greater or lesser degree;andhere is beingwaged the great battlefought fromof old— the con-flictof goodandevil. Vadius.

and the weak imbecile arguments he adduced in supportingMr. Andrew's motion confirm me in that opinion. He says:—"
The Actnever contemplatedthe irrevocablegrantof alump sumin aid of a building, but only permitted a continuous subsidy,

subject to the condition that the teaching should besatisfactory,
andimmediately withdrawableif this werenot thecase." J84.500werevotedby the ProvincialCouncil for school-building purposes,
andMr. Gisborne tells us that

"
the Act nevercontemplatedthe

irrevocablegrant ofalump sum inaid ofany building." IfMr.
Gisborne's is the correct interpretationof the Act itis certainly
most absurd, for surely no schoolcouldbe built withouta"lump
sum" being irrevocably grantedinaid of it. This argumentmay
apply to the money voted for the payment of teachers, &c,but
certainlyis not applicableto the .£4,500 voted specially for school
building purposesonly. He continues:

— "Howeverunsatisfactory
itsdisposalmightbe to theBoard,it wouldhaveno check andthe
publicno security that themoney would be properly applied. It
waspossibleeventoconceive thatthe schoolsmightneverbebuilt;
at any rate, the public had no security that they wouldbe. Or,
again, theymight be used for purposes greatly repugnantto the
public feeling,such as 'proselytism." Mr. jGisborne,or anyother
man,cannot, anddoesnot,believe thatmoney thusgiven wouldbe
improperly applied. The earnestness, with which the Roman
Catholic body havegoneintotheworkof building schoolsfor them-
selves, flings back any such imputations, and as for the allegation
thatproselytism wouldbe carriedonin the schools, the fact that
no such thing has been heard of in the convent school,
is sufficient to show how unwarrantable is the supposition.
To impute such things as these to the Eoman "Catholic
body, who propose expending on the erection of two large
schools £2,000, and mean to maintain them with an
efficient staff of teachers at their own cost, is something
of which Mr. Gisborne was thought by that body to
be incapable,and warrants mein tracing the causeof his having
done so to whatIhave already stated. One thing, however, it
argues. There must be no better arguments at his disposal,
or else he would use them, and when Mr. Gisborne cannot
find arguments capable of convincing, it may be said they
are not tobe found,and unquestionably he has not adduced any-
thing capableof convincinganyone whois notblindedby prejudice.
Evidently the Education Act of the Provincial Government is
favorableto the proposed grant,or the Executive Council would
not dreamof itsproposal,and certainly justicedemands that itbe
given, when the Roman Catholics contribute to an education rate,
from which they are not deriving any benefit. The Board is
relieved of any responsibility in regard to providing education,
building schools, or paying teachers, for the Catholic children of
the city. So much, therefore, is taken off their hands,and when
this is so,surely the least theymay do is to give .£SOO inaidof
building their schools. The law is in favor of granting it; the
ExecutiveCouncil, at whose disposal the moneyis, is in favorof
it; the public press is in favor of it,what thenremains tobe said
but that themembers of the Education Board arepetty tyrantsof
the worst type,and that their conduct is a most flagrant outrage
uponjustice andliberty. Suchis the type of men who comprise
the Education Board of Wellington, and thus stand affairs at
present. Mr.Andrews'Billhasnotyetcome on for debatein the
House, and as in all probability you will havethe result by tele-
graph before this reaches you,it is useless to speculate on that
head. However, the prevailing opinion is that such an absurd
proposalwillbe laughedout of the House,as are mostofthe rev.
statesman's introductions. Speculations are rife as to what the
result of allthis will be, and the prevailing understanding among
the Roman Catholics is that it will terminate adverselyto them-
selves. Evenso, they cando well without it. Very soon they will
have twoschools of theirown

— the ChristianBrothers andConvent
schools

—
anda day will come when the peopleof Wellington will

blush at the injustice perpetrated by theEducationBoardof 1876.
Hibebnico.

A LIST OF CONJURERS.
The conjurers ledahard life in the middle ages,and someof theirtricks, according to the tales told by their historians,must havebeen
not only difficult butunpleasant. Thus,for instance,we are toldthat
ona dispute arising between Zeito,of Bohemia, and a German con-
jurer," the former, who wasa little deformed man, with a very largemouth, endeditby swallowinghis rival,ejectinghis boots only,which
werevery dirty. He then withdrew,but ina short time returned,ac-
companiedby theman whomhe had swallowed." About a century
later Cornelius Agrippaperformed such terrible feats of necromancy,
by the aid,nodoubt, of his faithful attendant,a black dog, that itis
a wonderhe wasallowed to die peaceablyinhis bed,whichhe is sup-posedto have done some years before the time when Faust was car-
ried off by the devil. Ina later age the conjurers had the mob to
fear as wellas the law, and there is a certainDr.Lamb mentionedby
Baxter,whose skillalarmed the people somuch that they murdered
him. Inthe last century several conjurers gained aconsiderablere-
putation. There wasFawkes, who performed the flower trick of the
Indians;Katterfelto,"athis own'wondersjwondering,"whose black
cat appeared one moment with a tail and the next without any;
Pinetti, whointroduced a clairvoyant at his entertainments andmade
anautomatic figureperform all the feats of the rope-dancers;and
the celebrated Von Kempelen, who invented the automatic chess-
player. Then there was Cagliostro, a great rascal of the type of
Dousterswivel, who cheated a wealthy goldsmith much in the same
manner as thatknavishQ-erman cheated Sir Arthur Wardour ;there
wasRollin,who died by the guillotine, andexclaimed,on seeingtha
warrant for his execution,"That is the first paper Icannot conjure
away!" Nor should weomit themention of Robert,a clever but im-
pudentFrenchconjurer, who professed to raise the deud. The pre-
sent agehas not been behinditspredecessors inskillful jugglers and
magicians, nor has itbeen whollyfree fromthe superstition exhibited
inearly times. Chalon transformedabirdinto ayoung lady;Sutton
improveduponthe trick by servingher upinanenormous pie;and
Ching, whose celestial origin is doubtful, concluded his feats"by
sitting in the air, apparently upon nothing, like the Brahmin of
Madras." Anderson, who claimed to have received his title of"

Wizardof the North
"

from Sir Walter Scott himself, was oneof
the most successful of modernjjconjurers,andintroduced several new
tricks. Inoneof themhe is said to have anticipated by more than
thirtyyear3a deceptionpractisedby the Spiritualists. He produced
apieceofpaper oriwhich three or four gentlemen wrote their names,
orany words orsentence,one of themafterward burning thepaper.
Anderson thenproduceda basket of eggs,sprinkled the ashes of the
paper over theeggs with the gravityofamediaevalmagician, and then
requesteda gentlemanto select an egg from the basket. On the egg
being brokenaperfect.fac-simile of the burned writing was foundin
the inside. Anderson hadan unbrella, onwhich were engraved the
words, "GreatWizard of theNorth." This caused apprehensionfre-
quently among thecountry folk. Onone occasion,whilestaying at an
inn, noone couldbe found to enterhis room,andhismeals wasplaced
outside ;thebill was also delivered in the same fashion,and jVeat
was the reliefwhen the awfulwizard tookhis departure. Atanother
time Andersonhad taken lodgings at Forres, when the fatal inscrip-
tion on the umbrella caught the eye of the landlady. "A weezard,
areye ?" said the affrighted widow.

"Then, for thelove of gudeness,
gang oot o' myhouse. Iwadnalodge ye for acnicht undermy roof,
nae for a' the woild. For the love o'heaven, gang awa,andtak your
umbrella wi' ye." Anderson did not escape from the old lady so
easily, for,on throwinghim the moneyhehaddeposited,she exclaimed
that itburned lior fingers, and fell down in a swoon. Inher fallshe
cut her face andcaused it tobleed. The neighbors declared Ander-
sonhadmurdered the woman,andit was not until after spending a
night in the jail thathe obtainedhis release.

— '
PallMallGazette/

ABOUT DUNEDIN.
A crrr j tranquil,land-lockedwater with grassy, tilled,or wooded
banks; brownhill topsrisingupfromthese; the breakers foaming
wildly on the beach, and, beyond, the wide ocean:such are the
things Been from thehigher partsofthe town-beltthat girds Dun-
edin, and they form a very lovely view. No where else do we
remember tohaveseensuchwonderfulcombinations ofland, water,
mist andsky, as are here at times to be lookedupon. A softness
andcoloring areoften tobenoticedclothing theharbor that areas
beautifulas theyareindescribable," andwhichmight well inspirejan
artist withideas that, workedout[on canvas,wouldsecurefor him
a recognised place amongst the greatmasters of his profession;
such, for instance, as was Turner, for in his pictures only do we
fancy thatwe haveseenanything torepresentthe aspectnowand
then presentedby the scenery, of which Dunedinis the centre.
Andnot only by the artistbutby the poetas well might objects
for the exerciseof hisgenius beherefound; foralthough thetown,
beingbutof yesterday, possessesnohistoric recollections,a future
capable ofmany great things lies before it.

Dante,in the "Inferno," describes ariverof boiling blood,in
which certainof thelost aresubmerged;andalong thebank of the
river centaurs keep guard,watching withbows and arrows ready
to shoot anyof those in punishment, who shall venture to raise
themselvesabove the scalding liquid further thanitis permitted.
Noticingthat the Florentinepoetmovesall things easily moveable
he touches with his feet,contrary to what they are there accus-
tomed to see,for the shades of the deadare without weight, the
leadingcentaur is about toaddress his companions,but before he
speaksheputshisbeard.aside withanarrow. According toLong-
fellow's translation,

LOUISE LATEAU.
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When ourBlessedLord worked his miracles on earthnearly two
thousand years ago,unbelievers attributedthem tomagic. When
Hecast out devils theysaidHe was aided byBeelzebub,princeof
the devils,andpersuadingthemselves of this theyremaineduncon-
verted. The infidelsof to-day donot believe in magic>and when
miraclesare wrought inthe Church they areunable toaccount for.
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