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1. TheOrloff of Amsterdam;194f carats;latestprice, 450,000

rubles.
Cutin the old rhomboid shape. Forms the extremity of the

Russiansceptre. Itcame from the oldmines of India,andis said to
haveonce formed one of the eyesof the celebrated statueof Sherigan
in the temple of Brahma. At a later period it was found, with
another large diamond, in the throne of the Shah Nadir of Persia.
Whenhe wasmurdered, itwas taken by aFrench grenadier whohad
taken service there,and who fled withit to Malabar,andsold it to a
ship captain for 14,000 thalers, and he handed it over toaJew for
84,000 thalers. The Jew sold it at a greatly advancedprice to the
Arminian merchant Schafras, from whom theEmpress Catharine11.
obtaineditin1775, at Amsterdam, for 450,000 rubles,an annuity of
2,000 rubles,and a diplomaofnobility.

2. The Eegent, or Pitt carats; perfect diamond; value,
1,200,000 thalers.

Among the |French"'crown jewels. It'came from Jthe mines of
Parteal, twenty miles from Mazulipatam (Golconda, East Indies),
where it was found in 1702 by a slave, who, in order to conceal it,
woundedhimself in the leg and hid it under thebandage. Hepro-
mised the stone to a sailor if he wouldprocure him his liberty. The
eailor enticed him on board his ship, took the stone,drowned the
slave, sold the diamond to the Governor of Fort St.George (whose
name wasPitt) for £1,000 sterling,squanderedthemoney,andhanged
himself. Itwaspurchasedfrom Pitt in 1717 by the thenEegent of
France,theDuke of Orleans, for Louis XV.,itsprice being 3,375,000
francs. Itweighedat that time 410 carats, and wasafterwards cut
andpolishedinperfect diamond form, by which,however,itlost two-
thirds of its size. This operation took almost two.'years, andcost
27,000 thalers. In1792 itwas stolen, together with all the crown
diamonds, at the plundering of the Tuileries, and was lost sight of
until, inan anonymous letter to the Minister of Police at Paris, the
placeof its concealmentin the Champs Elysees was accurately des-
cribed. Itwasactually found there, together withIhemost valuable
crown jewels. (Probably the thief hadbecome convinced thatit was
dangerous for him to sell jewelsof such value). The Eepublic then
pawnedit to themerchant Trescow in Berlin. After its redemption
itadorned the sword of Napoleon.

3. The Koh-i-nor
—

mountain of light; 1061-16 carets; aflat,
oval diamond;belongs to the Queen of England; value, 800,000
thalerjs.

Itshistory is lostin the darkness of Indian tradition, andcan
be tracedwithcertainty only since thebeginning ofthe fourteenth
century. It was for hundreds of years the crown jewel of the
Badschas ofMalwa,and was rightfully regarded as a talisman of
sovereignty,because it was always thebootyof the strongestcon-
queror. In this manner,after ithad repeatedly changed owners,
in1813 it cameinto thepossessionof theruler of Lahore, whereit
wascapturedby the English in1850,at the rebellion of the Sikh
troops,andpresented toQueen Victoria. Itweighed at that time
1861-15 carats,butit hadbeensoawkwardlycvt— severalhundred
years before, by the Venetian lapidary,Hortensio Borgio

—
that it

produced little effect. (Exhibited in London in 1851.) Queen
Victoriahad it newly cut by Herr Vorsanger, the most skilful
workmaninthe celebrated diamond-cutting establishment ofHerr
Coster, at Amsterdam. The workjwascompletedin1852,inthirty-
eight days.

4.Florentine or Tuscan;1391-2carats;value,700,000 thalers
among the treasures of the Emperor of Austria; pure but of a
yellowish color, jprobably the largest of the diamonds lost by
Charles the Boldiinthebattle of Granson in1476.

Itwas found bya Swiss, on the public road in a casket,in
which there also lay a costlyipearl. At first the manscornfully
threw away the diamond,but.then picked itupagain,andsoldit
for a florin to a clergyman,andhe sold it for three francs tothe
Bernese. Hereit waspurchased for 5,000 florins by the wealthy
merchant princeBartholomew May. Thena Genoesepurchasedit
for alittle more,andsoldit for doubletheprice toLudovicoMoro
Sforza, the regent of Milan. On the occasion of thedispersionof
treasuresofMilan,Pope Julius 11.procuredit atauction for 20,000
ducats. Itis now in the Imperial treasury atVienna.— Dr.Theo-
dore Schuchardt.

has discovereda flux for smelting the Taranaki sand, has gone
Northinthe Arawata.

Wellington, July 28.
Anaccidentoccurred on the Wellington and MastertonBail-

way to-day. The engine of thedown train from the Upper Hutt
ranoff theline. The driver was severely,but not dangerously,
hurt. Noother casualties happened. The engine capsized,and
wasconsiderably damaged.

Geahamstown,July 28.
The 'ThamesAdvertiser' wassoldbyauction atnoonto-day.

The bidding commenced at .£IOOO, and was rapidly run up to
£2500. It was ultimately knocked down to Mr. Wilkinson for
£2600. Mr.Wilkinson wasoneof the originalproprietors.

Geeymouth,July 28.
Atfour o'clock this morning the Brunner Gorge railway sus-

pension "bridge, which, was expected to be open for traffic nextmonth,fell withan awfulcrash intothe river. The anchor plates
on the southside had been snapped through, too much strainon
them causing the whole bridge to collapse. No lives lost. The
anchorplates weregenerallyconsideredtoo weak, but wereaccord-
ing to the design sent from Wellington.

Chbistchttkch,July 28.
The Football Club contemplate sending a teamtoAuckland

and Wellington this seasonif sufficient funds canbeobtained. The
team willalso visitDunedin,Nelson, andTaranaki.

Amannamed Fuller, late taxidermist at the Museum, was
nearly poisonedyesterdaybyaccidentallytakingasolutioncontain-
ing arsenic used forpreserving skins. The stomach pump was ap-
plied,andthe patientis now progressing favorably,thoughheis
not out of danger.

The Agriculturaland Pastoral Association intend toestablish
a quarterlyperiodicalcalled the

'New ZealandCountry Journal.'
Melbourne,July 28.

Mr. M'Kean has been expelled the Assembly for making a
statement damaging to the characters of members.

Adelaide,July 24.
A Court of Enquiry cancelled the certificateof themasterof

the Lightning for drunkenness.
Sydney,July 28.

The reportedmassacre of the May Queen's crew wasuntrue,
the vesselhaving arrived safely at Brisbane withlaborers. The
departureof the Zealandia hasbeenpostponedtill to-morrow.

Hokitika,July 29.
A crowdedpublic meeting was held in the Town Hall, the

Mayor in the chair, to consider the state of the Hokitika River.
The followingresolutions were carried:

— "Thatit is highly neces-
sary for the safetyof the port that all the waterof theHokitika
River be concentrated in one channel."

"
That the Borough

Councilbe requestedto take the advice of a competentengineer
withregardto the advisability of makinga wing-damatorneara
point where the old wing-damstood,for the purposeof turning the
waterrunning down the north channel into the lagoon, and that
theBorough Councilbe requested to spend such sumas isneces-
sarytogive effect to theopinion of themeeting; andif the Har-
bor Trustobject, themoney to be expendedis tobe refundedby
the ratepayers." A committee has beenappointedtoconfer with
theBoroughCouncilon the subject."

Christchttbch, July 29.
Fuller, who took poison on Thursday, died last night. Itis

now said that he took poison intentionally, owing tohis having
beendismissedfromhis positionof taxidermist at the Museum.

Weleington, July 31.
TheLuna is engaged sounding inCook Strait with the object of

gettinga course free of rocks for the second cable. CaptainJohnson
conducts the survey. The deep sea sounding machine (Sir William
Thomson's invention) has been found to answer admirably. The
principalpartof the work is now completed, and theLuna willpro-
bablyreturn to-morrow.

NewPlyjiooth,July31.
There is considerableexcitement here onaccount of a memorial

having been sent by the Sabbath Observance Committee to the
Minister ofPublic Works,inwhichit was stated that the community,
as a whole, were opposed to trains running on Sundays. A large
numberof leading gentlemenhave takenthematterup,anda counter-
memorialis nowbeing verynumerouslysigned. Letters areappearing
in the papersaccusing the clergymen composing the SabbathObserv-
ance Committeeof falsehood. Gbetmouth,July 31.

The returnofmelted gold from theWealth of Nations Company
for July is 86ooz. A dividendof 3s per share has been declared.

The 'Argus' says that an enquiry should be made into the
cause of the collapse of the Brunner railway bridge, so that the
blame mayrest on the right shoulders,viz., whether thefact of the
bridge breaking downunder its ownweightwasdue to faultymaterial
or fsultiness of design. Half the cables were recovered uninjured
yesterday,and thebalance will probably be recovered to-day.

Reefton, July 81.
The Hopeful Company, from 1,140 tons, obtained 2,3130z. of

gold.
Auckland, August 2nd.

It is placedbeyond doubt that Bass,about whose supposed loss
overboard from the steamer Taranaki, an enquiry was held by the
Collector of Customs, has turnedup safe.

Cheistchttbch, Augußt 2nd.
Atameetingof Chairmen of Road Boards for the purpose of

discussing theGovernmentpolicy, a resolution was proposedthat the
proposal respectingthe creation of County Boards are unsatisfactory,
as providing cumbersome machinery for discharging duties which
RoadBoardsarequite able to undertake. Opinion for and against
the resolutionwas about equally divided,and it was ultimatelyre-
solvedto adjourn the matteruntil after the second reading of the
CountiesBUI.

(Fromour Daily Contemporaries.)

TELEGRAMS.

Gbahamstown,July 27.
Mr.M'Mastershas extracted 48ozs. pure silver from onecwt.

regulus, or molten ore, from the RichmondHills Silver Mining
Company. Itis statedthat the yield is equalto14Oozs. silver toa
tonofore.

Cheistchuech,July 27.
A considerable advancehas taken place in the wheat market.

Someheavy lines have changed hands for English shipmentand
speculation. Stock* are considered insufficient for New Zealand
requirements. Millers' stocks arelow.

Atameetingof theChristchurch shareholders in the Titanic
SteelCompany,it was reported that aman fromMelbourne,who

Friday, Aug. 4,1876.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
ThePope smiled,and, turning to those present,deliveredashortdiscourse, taking theboy's words as the subject.

TheFrenchpilgrims havebeenreceivedin groupsduring the
■week,after their great audience. A German pilgrimage willbe
receivedsoon. They willpresent theircongratulationsto theHoly
Fatheronhis entrance intohis 85thyear. On the29thofMay,an
Italianpilgrimage composed of persons fromall theprovincesof
Italy,will be receivedinsolemn audienceby his Holiness. That
day is the anniversaryofthe glorious victory ofLegnano.

REGAL GEMS.
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