
successfulregeneration? What,Iask,is our positionnow? What an
anomaly. We send our funeral fund, ourquarterage, levies, &c.,but
"we have no voice. Precluded by distanceand the expense attending
anannualmeeting from here,our only other means of anything like
representationis to appointa worthy member in whom wehavecon-
fidence, andbe is subjected to the grossest insults no better thana
dummy, and through our deputies allNew Zealand is ignored and
outraged. Icannot, therefore, be surprisedthat an uneasy feelingof
doubt andanapprehensionof gloomy forebodings,haveoccupied the
attentionof themembers,whichhaveled tothe recent correspondence
and well digested suggestions of so earnest, so energeticanofficer as
Bro. Cantwell, in presenting his quarterly report recently of St.
Joseph's Branch. Dunedin, the formation of "Boards of Manage-
ment,"possessing the same rights andprivileges, less theunnecessary
expenseattendingDistrict Boards,as atpresentconstituted. Having
carefully rendall reportsof theE.D.andannual meetings for the last
few years,Ifind,onreference,onhis retiringfrom the office of Chief
President three years ago,Bro.J. W. Howardstrongly recommended
in his valedictory address the formation of such Boards as Bro.
Cantwellnow advocates. From other reports,Ifind that District
Boards are urged,butof the sixor sevenCTP/s wehavehad only one
(and that one was the last) who deniedus our right ofrepresentation,
heis the onlyone who recommendedDistricts, whilst six others con-
demn them. We must, therefore,accept the testimony, unbiasedby
any selfish motives of. ours,that such a simplified and much prized
formof government, so applicable toour wants, so feasible,so almost
certainof successwhen fairly andhonestlyadministered,thatIcannot
refrain from giving in my adhesionfor its immediate adoption. The
geographicalpositionof branches should be the first consideration to
suit their convenience,prior to the formation of eachBoard, so,as
that delegates could themoreeasilyandregularlyattend,eachbranch
could then be represented,andfrom themselves elect aPresidentof
the

"
Boardof Directoryor Management,"a SecretaryandTreasurer;

Trustees also,in whose names theFuneralFundthat is nowandsome
time sent to Melbourne. Consolidate this,get yourbye-lawsregistered,
yourmeetings started, andIconfidently predict a new and vigorous
impetus in the history of theSociety in New Zealand. That instead
of being ashitherto isolated,referring everything to Melbourne,and
waiting a reply when to suit themselves, everything can be done
satisfactorily and expeditiouslyby unity ofaction, disinterestedness of
purpose, and zealfor the cause,andwe will have the full satisfaction
of knowing that wearelaying thepermanentfoundationof anorganisa-
tion,which will reflect credit,not only on its founders, the name it
bears, andall those who takeanactive partin its welfare,hut on our
children. Apologising for trespassing thus far on your valuable
space,but this being the turning point in thehistory of our Society
here, will,Itrust,be my excuse. Itis quite possible you may hear
fromme again.

—
Iam, &c,

Dunedin, August2, 1876. Treaty Stone.

PROTESTANTISM INITALY.
++

Ina recent official reportpublished inLondon by one of the Bible
societies,it wasstated that inEngland there existed152 varietiesof
Protestant forms of worship. Many of these are knownby the most
fantastical names such as Jumpers, Quakers, Shakers, Latter-Day-
Saints,etc. Of theseeccentricreligions very few are known inItaly,
butit seems that33 sectshavealready established themselvesin that
country, and amongst these one small community of Latter-Day-
Saints. InRomethere are now many Protestant churches, but all
belonging to thequieter forms oftheheresy. Rebetti, the Waldensian
minister writes that "Itis well-known that before longall the sects
willbe representedinRome," and

'
Le Temoin,' anorgan of thatsect

merrily observes that" all theProtestant churchesare unfolding their
many coloredbanners inItalyandin Rome;so that before longevery
tint of the religious rainbow will be represented." 'L'Echo des
Vallees,' thegreat Waldensianorgan,however,asserts that

"
Thereare

too many religious adventurers in Italy at present and under the
name of Protestants many horrible sects have penetratedinto the-
land, of which thePolish anti-Trinitarians andthe Mormons are the
most conspicuous. These latter sects actually managed to insinuate
their doctrinesinto Italy,under the guiseof pureEvangelism." The
Rer. Dr.Prochet,aProtestant clergyman observed recently:

"
Italy

has evenhad toendure the scourge of Protestant dissensions." In-
deed,severalof thebestProtestantperiodicalsof Italy

—
such, formi-

istance
—

as the "Temoin,' the
'Echo,' the

'Vangelista
' deplore the

iconduct of theTash members of the various Protestant churches who
jdisseminate the grossest errors andnot unfrequently by their evilcon-
duct bring discreditonProtestantism. A paper entitled the'Chris-
tianFamily/published in Florence, says:"We cannot forbear ex-
pressingourhorror of the manner in which some notable Christian
preachersin Italy,speak and write about the Bible and especially
about theOldTestament,which they do nothesitate todeclare they no
longer believe tobe inspired. Some of ourministers have gone sofar
as to alter or suppress someof the Ten Commandments, believing that
they nolonger hold good. IftheEvangelical churches do not pro-
test against this state of affairs it is impossibletoknow whatwilleven-
tually become ofus." The Unitarian Church has also contrived to
make a footing for itself in Italy,and as the

'
TJnita Cattolica

' very
truly says, itia themost tobe dreadedof all, for itdenieseverything,
even the Divinity of Christ and the inspiration of the Scriptures.
Notwithstandingthe zealof manyfanatical,so-called missionaries,and
the receiptof vast sums of money from England and America the
number of perversions is verysmall.

— 'Catholic Review.' A

CONTRASTS.
*-t

Intimes of greatdistress
—

of grief that follows the death of some
one verydear to us, or of anxiety,that precedes or dreadsthis

—
itoftenseems as ifnature weremockingus. There is a sick room
onwhich all our energies are concentrated; or a face,whose ex-
pressionhas formed our earthlylight, is regardlessof our presence
as welookuponit, upturnedand fixedin the last longsleep;and,
all the time, the sun is shining, gardens andmeadows teemwith
flowers,birdsare singing merrily,and insects fill the air with their
cheeryhumming. But these things, whichat otherseasons would
be tous asourceofdelight,now seemout of place andinthe way.
Themindappears to look for sceneryappropriate to the feelings
with which it views some all engrossing action or suffering that
engagesit.

And as circumstances at variance with those inwhichweare
bound upmake these harder to bear, so do discrepant eventsor
surroundings adddarkness totransactionswhich we regard froma
distance. Amurder committed withopenviolenceanddisturbance,
horrible thoughitbe,hasnot the samepower to impressus thata
like deed done in cold blood has. Inthe stillness of thenight,
while all the family are sleeping,a girl rises from her bed,and
noiselessly withdrawingher brother,alittle child, fromhis nurse's
side,creeps away and kills him. A young man comes tovisit a
lady to-whomhe hadbeenaffiancedfor atime; it is summer, and
hemeetsherina garden;they turn downa walktogether,andin
a few moments she is found bleeding profusely from a mortal
woundthathehas givenher withaknife. Dreadfuldeeds tocon-
template would these be inany case,butis not the horror of them
increasedby themannerof theirperformance?

And,if wego further,passing fromprivatecrimes, committed
inour ownday, to certain that are doubtful recountedinpoetry,
or seme that are certain told inhistory, we still find discordant
circumstances increase our revulsion. The weirdest scene in
Homer'sIliadis that where,havingJearned fromthe spyDolon the
circumstances of the Thracianencampment, TJlysses andDiomede
stealthily enter there in the night,and the lattercutsthe throats
of theking and twelveof his followers as they lie, overpoweredby
fatigue,asleepuponthe ground

—
"anevildream,"indeed,to them,

andleaving tousanight-mare-producing fame.
The murder of Marie Antoinettewasoneof themost foulever

committed. Everything conspiredto makeher afittingobject for
love and reverence. She was venerable by her birth and her
descent from a historic house;f>he was intellectual, gentle, and
benevolent;a pious Christian, a faithful wife,a devotedmother.
Herbeauty was surpassing, andit wasof amost touchingkind;in
her pictures,in the great galleries of Versailles, shelooks as pure
and innocent as the little children accompaniedby whom she is
painted. Andyether death,since itoccurred in a tuneofgeneral
bloodshed andconfusion, is less horrible to contemplate,compara-
tively recent though itbe, thanthat of Mary, QueenofScots,in

A correspondent writing fromHerne,near Bochum,Bth April,
1876, says:

—
Ihave just assistedat divine service here,andnever

inmy life wasa deeperimpressionmade onmymind. Thepopu-
lation of this place is about 12XKK), and the greaterportionare
Catholics. The priest whohad built the Church, outof private
subscriptions,diedabout twelvemonthsago. TheBishophadsent
another priest,but he was not recognised, and is now exiled.
Divineservice is held regularly every Sunday, but wecannot re-
ceive anySacraments. Iwantedtohear Mass

—
butwhataMass!!

Without a priest, the congregation crowded the altar, which is
erectedaboutsix feet infrontof the highaltar,the tabernacle of
whichis openand empty. At the foot of this small altarIsaw-
twoboys dressedas for serving Mass. A layman stands at the
side of thepulpit and readsthe prayers of the Mass inGerman.
Anothermounts thepulpit and reads the Gospel,withanexplana-
tionsentper postby the exiledpriest. Then theorgan wasplayed
and themen and womenin the choir sing the 'Credo' and the< Sanctus.' Thebell is rung. Allbow downto theground. After-
wards theysing aLitany,and the service is concluded. Doesnot
thisremindus of whatwereadofthe serviceof the firstChristians
in theRomanCatacombs,during themost violentpersecutions?

InBombay,India,there is a congregation of1,000 Catholics
who worshipinanold Buddhist temple.
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the hall of FotheiingayCastle;and this,because the latterwas
inflictedinthe midst of quietness and order. The hallwasduly
prepared; a platform,waserectedthere,as itmight nowbe else-
wherefor some festiveoccasion; theblock wasplaceduponit,and
it wascoveredwithblackcloth;theheadsmenstoodwith theiraxes
closeathand. Therecamo the queen, composed and,despiteher
longyearsof suffering, stilleminentlybeautiful,and there wasthe
Deanof Peterborough bent tothe last onperverting thevictim to
his views. The attendants of the captive were also present,
andagroupof spectatorsstanding ashort distanceoffat thebottom
of thehall. Thedeedof blood wassystematicallywrought,butall
|themoreare we filledwithhorror, whenthe executioner holds up
the severed head by its hair, turned grey with sorrow,while he
utters his impious prayer,to which is returned themore impious
responseofthehereticalecclesiasticstandingnear. A critic speaks
of Shakspeare'sconsummateart in causing LadyMacbethandher
lordtobe interruptedimmediatelyafter theassassinationofDuncan,
thusbringing upon them the full realisation of their grimdeed.
Such asensemust havebeenawakenedin the minds of those who-
hadbeenpresent in the hallof Fotheringay as they passed out
across the castle's thresholdinto the open air, where,perhaps,the
birds were singing, for it was early spring, and hopeful nature
gaveno tokenof the awfulspectacle that hadjustbeen witnessed
within.

Itseems tous thatwe can almost discern, in this tendency of
men tolook for appropriatesettings for anypictureof distress,an
additionalreasonfor the expulsionofAdamandEve fromParadise,
and for the thorns and thistles which the earth was sentenced
thenceforth to produce, for thus the fallen found themselves in
scenes assimilated to their condition, and werenot liable to be
grievedbybeholding astateof things atvariancejwiththeiraltered
lot. Vadius.
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