
Atan earlyhour on Friday morning last an alarm of fire oc-
curred at Timaru. An officebelonging toMessrs.Geddye and Whits,
coal merchants, was found tobe in flames. The glare was excessive,
andit was feared that there would be a repetitionof the great fire
that took placein this town some years ago. However, fortunately
theapprehension proved groundless, and the affair terminated with
thedestruction of thebuilding iv which theconflagrationoriginated

Sib Chables (3-avan Duffy; continues to employ his talents
for the furtheranceof worthyobjects. We find that he has under-
taken todeliver a number of lectures in aid of various useful and
charitable institutions,in Ballarut for the Mechanics' Institute and
thePublic Library, in Kyneton for the Hospitaland tha Hibernian
Hall,inSandhurst for theFire Brigade andtheMechanics' Institute,
inGeelong for theFreePublicLibrary,andiv Melbourne for thenew
CatholicChurchatSorrento.

The theatres continue tobe well supported. Mr. Talbot, at the
Queen's, enjoys unvaryiug success,andat the Princess.the Lingards
are stillanimmense attraction.

We learn fromthe 'Weekly Argus
'

thatatAddison'sFlat,West-
port,a party ofminers have just finished a tunnel 3000ft.in length,
andanother party have nearly finished'a tunnel-which is 5500ft.long.
Atthe Caledonian,German Jack's, and Giles' Terraces, similar gigan-
tic tunnels have been put in. Mr. Broad says these tunnels

''
are

monuments of the industry andperseverance of theminer."
A specialmeeting of the Otago Harbour Board was held on

Thursday, 27thult. A memorandumhaving beenread from Captain
Thomson statinghis regret that, owing to aheavy seaon the bar, the
mail steamer City of New York hadbeen detained for three tides,Mr.
Eeevesrecommended that the harrowing procees should be at once
proceeded with,as thus a depthof twoor threefeetmight be obtained.
Inconnection with the wharves andquays reserves,Mr.'Daviemoved
anamendment, which was carried to the following effect:

—
"That

the Boardassents to theproposalof the Government to exclude from
its endowment the triangular pieceof landreclaimed by the Govern-
mentbetween theRailway and Castle-street,with theview to enable
the Government tocarryout certain obligations ithas enteredinto in
connection with the same. That in assenting to this, the Board de-
sires it tobe distinctlyunderstood thatitis without prejudice to its
rightsas respects the Wharves andQuays Reser/esat present under
the management of the Corporation." The Engineer reported as
follows with respect to reclamation:

— "
Total cubical content of ma-

terial deposited in area bounded by Rattray, Crawford, and Jetty-
streets, andcross wharf, asper tracing attached,108,846 cubic yards.
Less reclamation effected by General Government, from information
supplied by District Engineer, 13,766;balance,95,080 cubic yards.
Deduct further,material depositedfree of cost, say 5080 cubic yards.
Total reclamation effected by Provincial Government, 93,000'cubicyards."

We are requested to statethat the usualmeetingof the Dun-
edin branch of the H.A.C.B.S. will be held in Fleming's South
AustralianHall,onMonday evening, at 7.30.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Anew Catholic Church has just been completed in Christ-church,atacost of .£2,000. Itis expectedthat it will before long

be consecrated by the Most Rev.theLordBishop of Wellington.
We understand that Mr. John Manning, who was for some

time editor of the 'New Zealand Celt,' is nowediting the'Ameri-canCelt/ inLouisville, Kentucky,U.S.
The Wellington correspondent of the 'Wairarapa Standard

'
writes :—lt:

—
Itis veryproper that members from the countryshould

attendtheEducation Board,but the game is not always worth the
candle. One of our evening papers tells of a member from your
parts whocame to Wellingtontoexplain that.£lO had. tobe added
to aschool contract, and that his trip cost the Board .£B. Two
members came from Wanganui toattendafamousMasonic festival
recently,but it is understoodthat the EducationBoard hadtopay
all the travellingexpenses.

We observethat Mr.J.P.Armstrong intends shortly to favor
the residents of theDunstan district with one of his interesting
lectures onVictoria.

The reportof the Victorian Inspector-Generalof PenalEstab-lishmentsandGaols for the year 1875 gives the followingreturns:— "Malesable toread andwrite,5158;females, 751;males,able to
read only, 1377; females, 1159 j males unable to read, 1115;
females, 604. It-will be seen from this statement that while 5904
prisoners were able to read and write, 2536 able to read, there
wereonly 1719 persons imprisoned during the year who were alto-
getheruneducated." Fromthis itwillbe seenthatanacquaintance
with the three R's is not in all cases the insurmountable impedi-
ment to the commission of crime, whichsome wouldappearanxious
toproveit tobe. Infact, in Victoria at least, ignorance seems to
berather,a safeguard than otherwise if we may judge fromthe
above. Atany rate it is clear that there are different kinds of
education.

The 'Dunstan Times' says:
— "The continued hard frosts

have enabled skaters to indulge to their hearts' content in that
healthy exercise. At both Alexandra and Clyde there areLxrge
reservoirs, and for the past two or three weeks,at both places,
skatingand sliding has been the chief amusement. Though the
presenthas beenso far the hardest winter we havehadfor some
years,therehasbeen little snow in the low-lying country,conse-
quently the roads are beautiful for travelling. On themountain
topsandexposedplaces,a greatdeal ofsnow has fallen."

On the invitationof Mr.E. B. Cargill, Chairman of the Wal-
tonPark CoalMining Company,anumberof gentlemen leftDune-
dinby special train on Thursday last, for thepurpose of visiting
the Company's mine at GreenIsland. Onarrivingat the bottom
of the pit-shaft, which was approachedonfootalong the drive, Mr.
Cargill explainedthebenefits conferredon the City of Dunedinby
the enterprise of the Company in question, and spoke in high
terms of the qualityof the coal, 26,000 tons of whichhadbeen sent
into the city within the last two years,and which,being equalto
20,000 tonsof Newcastle, sold at 355.per ton,had been themeans
of keeping in the country ,£35,000, which must otherwise have
beanexpendedon the purchase of foreign fuel. With the viewsj^p forward in this gentleman's statement we agree toaconsider-
a le extent. The proximity of the mine to Dunedin is a very
divided advantage. The coal undoubtedly is veryvaluable,and
whentheprejudice that unfortunately obtains against it hasbeen
overcome,as it is sure to be in time, it will be found largely to
contribute to purposes of economy comfort.

TheMelbourne'Argus'havinggivencurrencytocertainreports
of anatureprejudicial to Mr. Tallerman,so wellknownbecause of
his laudable exertions inendeavoring tocarry toa successful issue
the trade inpreservedmeatsbetween the coloniesandGreatBritain,
the gentleman inquestionhas addressed tothat journalaletterof
"expostulation,inwhichhemakes itclear thatthematterslaidtohis
charge aretotallygroundless. Thereis nodoubt thatMr.Tallerman
hasprovedhimself agreatbenefactorbothofthe Australiancolonies
andof thepeopleofGreat Britain. Itis owing tohim thatamore
profitableuse is found for the cattle of colonial runsthan that for-
merly afforded, and he must be accredited with placing within
thereach of theneedy artisans of the oldcountrymeansof provid-
ing for themselvesandtheirchildrenthenourishing foodnecessary
for them;it would therefore be but becoming thatheshouldbe
treated with the consideration due to one whohasbravelyunder-
taken and firmly carriedoutagreatwork; and weshouldhaveex-
pected that anewspaper occupying the position of the 'Argus'

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.

To the Editor of the New ZealandTablet.
Sib,—Ibeg leave to be permitted to claim your kind indulgence to
placebefore yournumerousreaders, and more especially the members
of our Society, situated at such a distance from the seatof government
in Victoria, a few suggestions on their present position, the daily
increasing and absolutenecessity of some means of unity,of consoli-
dating that power and influence for their future welfare,which the
vicissitudes and ever-recurring changes at each succeeding annual
meetingheldinMelbournesince theamalgamationand the subsequent
extensionof the Society imperatively demandat our hands ;for since
theinauguration of the Society here, each branch had little to com-
plainas to their representationat each annual meeting. Notindeed
until the last, when through some (to us here at such a distance)
unaccountablemeans or reasons,our chosen and trusted deputies were
not, allowedto take partinthe deliberations of thataugust body. At
the annualmeeting of this year, whenP.C.P. O'Connellacted to the
detriment of our Society here,did he reflect on the consequences?
Was itbecause of our everreadyandwilling response to everydemand
made onus,be it either a natural or a charitable object? Has he
forgotten,or is he of only mushroom growth in the Society, and,
therefore, cannot know that of £8C subscribed willingly, for simply
the askingby the then officers of the E.D., Bros. Howard,Templeton,
&c. (uames so well-knownand cherishedhere), for apoor aud lonely
widow left destitute in a mountain solitude on thebleak andsnowy
regionof Woodspoint, thatof the abovesum, £56 wassent fromNew
Zealand? Iquote this as onlyone instance, toprove that themembeia
here, the ever kind, the enthusiastic, the generous and patriotic
motives by which,ab all times, they have been actuated,should at
least get justicejustice done them, their deputies respected,and their wishes
acceded to. If the founders, those energetic spirits whoboldly con-
ceived,inaugurated,andnurturedinits infancy,andstoodby its rapid
strides into thefull developmentand well-fledged fruition, inguiding
its destinies,andextendingits influence, werestillat thehelm, wehad
no fear for its safety,our own protection,and its stability. What,I
ask,has become of thsm ? Their names are not nowon the roll of
officers. Have some left and entirely severed their connectionwith
even morethanregret for assistingto raise aninstitution tobecome a
prey to such self-seeking, unsympathising, cold, aud calculating a
destiny, whileothers lookon with a confiding hope for aspaedyand.
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what grounds the"evangelisation" of Spain is now hoped
for. There are,in fact, none;Protestantism

—
thatis, Protes-

tantismprofessingabelief in Christianity,has run its course
and isnow on thedecline;itisrapidlydrifting intoinfidelity,
and the time isnear at hand when the Church will beon one
side andopenunbelief on the other.

All true friends of religion, then, instead of rejoicing
would lament, were they rightly to consider, over the intro-
duction of an infidel element intoSpain;forhere the danger
lies in this new enactment. But,rather than see the Church
left atpeace to minister to the souls of her children, there are
many who call themselves Christians, and who yet would
not scruple to aid in the destruction of the Faith;of whom

F itmay justly be affirmed, that theybetray by their senti-
ments the spirit which truly actuates them, and stand con-
victedlike the falsemother of Solomon's famous judgment,
who exclaimed of the living child,"Let it be neither mine
nor thine, but divideit."

would have hesitatedbefore giving 'circulation torumors, whose
falsehoodithasonly requireda short statementof facts tomake'
evident.

The
"

merrybrownhares" appear destinedtoplayas embar-
rassing apart inVictoria asthe rabbits areplaying at presentin
Southland. The dunes'Guardian

'
gives ominous,details oftheir

increasingnumbers.
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