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what grounds the ¢ evangelisation” of Spain is now hoped
for. There are, in fact, none ; Protestantism—that is, Protes-
tantism professing a belief in Christianity, has run its course
and is now on the decline ; it is rapidly drifting into infidelity,
and the time is near at hand when the Church wiil be on one
side and open unbelief on the other.

All true friends of religion, then, instead of rejoicing
would lament, were they rightly to consider, over the intro-
duction of an infidel element into Spain ; for here the danger
Yies in this new enactmert. But, rather than ses the Church
left at peace to minister to the souls of her children, there are
many who call themselves Christians, and who yet wonld
not seruple to aid in the destruction of the Faith ; of whom

I it may justly be affirmed, that they betray by their senti-
ments the spirit which truly actuates them, and stand con-
victed like the false mother of Solomon’s famous judgment,
who exclaimed of the living child, “ Let it be neither mine
nor thine, but divide it.”

NEWS OF THE WEEK,
++
A new Catholic Church has just been completed in Christ-
church, at a cost of £2,000. It is expected that it will before long
be consecrated by the Most Rev. the Lord Bishop of Wellington.

WE understand that Mr. John Manning, who was for some
time editor of the ‘ New Zealand Celt,’ is now editing the ¢ Ameri-
can Celt,” in Louisville, Kentucky, T.S.

Tre Wellington correspondent of the < Wairarapa Standard®
writes :—It is very proper that members from the country should
attend the Education Board, but the game is not always worth the
candle. One of owr evening papers tells of a member from your
parts who came to Wellington to explain that £10 had to be added
to a schoal contract, and that his frip cost the Board £8. Two
members came from Wanganui to attend a famons Masonie festival
recently, but it is understood that the Edncation Board had to pay
all the travelling expenses.

‘WE observe that Mr. J. P. Armstrong intends shortly to favor
the residents of the Dunstan distriet with one of his interesting
lectures on Victoria,

TEE report of the Victorian Inspector-Gereral of Penal Estab-
lishments and Gaols for the year 1875 gives the following returns:
-— Males able to read and write, 5158 ; females, 751 ; males, able o
read only, 1377; females, 1159; males unable fo read, 1115;
females, 604. It will be seen from this statement that while 5904
prisoners were able to read and write, 2536 able to read, there
were only 1719 persons imprisoned during the year who were alto-
gether upneducated.”” From thisit will be seen that an acquaintance
with the three R's is not in all cases the insurmountable impedi-
ment to the commission of crime, which some would appear anxious
to prove it to be. In fact, in Victoria at least, ignorance seems to
be rather, a safeguard than otherwise if we may judge from the
above. Atany rate it is clear that there are different kinds of
education.

Tae *Dunstan Times’ says:—*“The continued hard frosts
have enabled skaters to indulge to their hearts’ content in that
healthy exercise. At both Alexandra and Clyde there are large
reservoirs, and for the past two or three weeks, at hoth places,
skating and sliding has been the chief amusemwent. Though the
present has been so far the hardest winter we have had for some
years, there has been litfle snow in the low-lying country, conse-
quently the roads are beautiful for travelling. On the moantain
tops and exposed places, a great deal of snow has fallen.”

Ox the invitation of Mr, E. B. Cargill, Chairman of the Wal-
ton Park Coal Mining Company, & number of gentlemen left Duze-
din by special train on Thursday last, for the purpose of visiting
the Company’s mine at Green Island. On arriving at the bottom
of the pit-shaft, which was approached onfoot along the drive, Mer.
Cargill explained the benefits eonferred on the City of Dunedin by
the enterprise of the Company in question, and spoke in high
terms of the quality of the coal, 26,000 tons of which had been sent
into the eity within the last two years, and which, being equal to
20,000 tons of Newecastle, sold at 85s. per ton, had been the means
of keeping in the country £35,000, which must otherwise have
Thegn expended on the purchase of foreign fuel. With the views

forward in this gentleman’s statement we agree to a consider-
a le extent. The proximity of the mine to Dunedin is a very
ducided advantage. 'Lhe coal undoubtedly is very valuable, and
when the prejudice that unfortucately obtains against it has been
overcome, as it is sure to be in time, it will be found largely to
contribute to purposes of economy and comfort.

TaeMelbourne ‘ Argus’ having given currency to certain reports
of a nature prejudicial to Mr. Tallerman, so well known beecause of
his laudable exertions in endeavoring to carry to a successful issue
the trade in preserved meats between the colonies and Great Britain,
the gentleman in question has addressed to that journal a letter of
expostulation, in which he makes it clear that the matters laid to his
charge are totally groundless. There is no doubt that Mr. Tallerman
bas proved himself & great benefactor both of the Australian colonies
and of the people of Great Britain. It is owing to him that 2 more
profitable use is found for the eattle of colonial runs than that for-
merly afforded, and he must be accredited with placing within
the reach of the needy artisans of the old country means of provid-
ing for themselves and their children the nourishing food necessary
for them; it would therefore be but becoming that he should be
treated with the consideration due to one who has bravely under-
taken and firmly carried out a great work; and we should have ex-
pected that a newspaper occupying the position of the Argus’

would kave hesitated before giving \eirculation to rumors, whose
fa,l_s;hc;od it has only required a short statewent of facts to make
evident.

THE “ merry brown hares” appear destined to play as embar-
ragsing a part in Victoria as the rabbits are playing at present in
Southland. The Clunes <Guardian’® gives ominous details of their
increasing numbers.

AT an early hour on Friday morning last an alarm of fire oc-
curred at Timaru. An office belonging to Messrs, Geddys and White,
coal merchants, was found to be in flames. The glare was exesssive,
and it was feared that there would be o repetition of the great fire
that took place in this town some years ago. However, fortunately
the apprehension proved groundless, and the affair terminated with
the destruction of the building in which the conflagration originated

Bre Cmarres GavAx DUFFY continues to employ his talents
for the furtherance of worthy objects. We find that he has under-
taken to deliver a number of lectures in aid of varions useful and
charitable instibutions, in Ballarat for the Mechanies’ Institute and
the Public Library, in Kyneton for the Hospital and ths Hibernian
Hall, in Sandhurst for the Fire Brigade nnd the Mechanics’ Institute,
in Geelong for the Free Public Library, and in Melbourne for the new
Catholic Church at Sorrento.

THE theatres coutinue to be well supported. My, Talbot, at the
Queen’s, enjoys unvarying sueccess, and at the Princess the Lingards
are still an Immense attraction.

WE learn from the f Weekly Argus® that at Addison’s Flat, West-
port, a party of miners have just finished a tunnel 3000ft.in length,
and another party have nearly finishedga tunnel-which is 5500ft. long.
At the Caledonian, German Jack’s, and Giles’ Terraces, similar gigan-
tic tunnels have been put in. Mr. Broad says these tunnels “*are
monuments of the industry and perseverance of the miner.”

A SPECIAL meeting of the Otago Harbour Board was held on
Thursday, 27th wlt. A memorandum having been read from Captain
Thomson stating his regret that, owing to o heavy sea on the bar, the
mail steamer City of New York had been detained for three tides, Mr.
Reeves recoramended that the harrowing procees should be at once
proceeded with, as thus a depth of two or three feet might be obtained.
In connection with the wharves and quays reserves, Mr. Davie moved
an amendment, which was carried to the following effect :—* That
the Board nssents Lo the propesal of the Government to exclude from
its endowment the triangular piece of land reclaimed by the Govern-
ment between the Railway and Castle-street, with the view to enable
the Government to earry oub certain obligations it has entered into in
connection with the same. That in assenting to this, the Board de-
sires it to be distinctly understood that it is without prejudice to its
rights as respects the Wharves and Quays Reserves ab present under
the management of the Corporation.” The Engineer reported as
follows with respect to reclamation :— Total cubical content of wa-
terial deposited in area bounded by Raftray, Crawford, and Jetty-
streets, and cross wharf, as per tracing attached, 108,846 cubic yards.
Less reclamation effected by General Government, from information
supplied by Districs Hngineer, 13,766 ; balauce, 95,080 cubic yards.
Deduet further, material deposited free of cost, say 5080 cubic yards.
Total reclamation effected by Previucial Government, 93,000 cubie

ards.”’
Y We are requested to state that the usunl meeting of the Dun-
edin branch of the H.4.C.B.8. will be held in Fleming’s South
Australian Hall, on Monday evening, at 7.30,

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
SOCIETY.
—— e —
To the Editor of the New Zzavaxp Tasrur,

81g,~I beg leave to be permitted to claim your kind indulgence to
place before your numerous readers, and more especially the members
. of our Society, situated at such a distance from the seat of government
fin Victoria, s few suggestions on their present position, the daily
» increasing and sbsolute necessity of some means of unity, of consoli-
' dating that power and influence for their future welfare, which the
| vivissitudes and ever-recurring changes at each succeeding annual
i meeting held in Melbourne since the amalgamation and the subsequent
| extension of the Society imperatively demand at our bands ; for since
I the inguguration of the Society hore, each branch had little to com-
| plain as to their representation at each annual meeting. Not indeed
s until the last, when through some (to us here at such a distance)

unaceountable means or reasons, our chosen and trusted deputies were
' nov ullowed to take part in the deliberations of that augnst body. At
' the annual meeting of this year, when P.C.P. O’Connell acted to the
| detriment of our Society here, did he refleet on the consequences?
! Was it because of our ever ready and willing responze to every demand
. made on us, be it either o natural or a charitable object? Has he
* forgotten, or is e of only mushroom growth in the Society, and,
i therefore, caunot know that of £8C subscribed willingly, for simply
| the asking by the then officers of the E.D., Bros. Howard, Templeton,
&e. (uames so well-known and cherished here}, for a poor avd lonely
widow left destitute in a mountain solitude on the bleak and snowy
region of Woodspoiat, that of the above sum, £56 was sent from New
Zealand? I guote this as ounly one instance, to prove that the members
here, the ever kind, the enthusiastic, the generous and patriotic
motives by which, at all times, they have been actuated, should at
least get justice done them, tbeir deputies respected, and their wishes
acceded to. If the founders, those energetic spirita who boldly con-
geived, inaugurated, and nurbured in its iutanoey, and stood by its rapid
strides into the full development and well-fledged fruition, 1n guiding
its destinies, and extending its influence, were still at the helm, we had
no fear for its safety, our own protection, and its stability. What, I
ask, has become of thom ? Their names are not now on the roll of
officers, Have sowe left and entirely severed their connection with
aven more than regret for assisting to raise an inastitution to become a
prey to such self-seeking, unsympathising, cold, snd calenlating o
destiny, while others look on with & coufiding hope for a spaedy and




