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THE LAND FUND.
Mr. Whittakkr's motion regarding the disposal of the
Land Fund willprobably be disposed of before this sees the
light. Thisgentleman proposes that the LandFund shallbe
throwninto the consolidated revenue andbe treatpd as the
common property of all New Zealand. At thismoment, it
is impossible to say what willbe the fateof this motion. It
may berejectedby the House of Representatives,but then it
may not.

Be this,however, as it may,one thing appears clear to
vs— either the land revenue must become a part of the
general revenue,and in this event the sooner the better, or
there must be two separateand independent provinces— one
for eachIsland. With the total Abolitionof provinces, itis
morallyimpossible to save the landlevenue for purely local
purposes. There are two insurmountable obstacles to the
localisingof this revenue— viz., the clamorous wants of the
CentralGovernment, and the jealousyunitedwiththecupidity
of poor localities.

The timehas come to settle this questiononce forall,and
if insular separation cannot now be obtained,it would be

Before the final absorption of the land revenue of the
Southern Province into the generalrevenue some time might
elapse;but during this necessarily short period,how much
bitterness, discontent, andmutual recriminationwould there
not be? These couldnot fail to alienate North from South,
and dissipate the energies of colonists in local feuds and
party conflicts to the great injury of thecommon interests.

GROUNDLESS REJOICING.
Therehasbeen much jubilation lately incertain Protestant
circles because Spain has been thrownopen to the dissemina-
tion of their principles. Close upon seventeen millions of
Catholic peoplehithertoprotected from the assaults of pro-
selytism have been brought within reach of its efforts, and
the world that dubs itself "evangelical

"
rings with exulta-

tion. The Pope protested against this step, and his action
has, as a matter of course, met with the warmest condemna-
tion:narrowness, bigotry, intolerance, and every other ac-
cusation easily imaginable,orhard to invent,havebeenhurled
athis head. Yet itmight have appeared not unreasonable
that the spiritualfather of so many millionsof souls should
object to his children's being exposed to temptation,and the
rightmight rationallyhave beenaccordedhimof doingall that
inhimlay toprevent their faithfrom being tampered with.

It is not here as in a country where various sects are
numerous, and where liberty of worship isplainly the legal
right of all withoutdistinction. InSpain thereligionof the
peopleis oneonly;andit is quite a different thing to intro-
duce measures to cause disturbance in this, and permit of its
being interferedwith,from whatit wouldbe to placeit on a
level with contraryopinionsin acountry wheresectsabound,
andtherepermit it to live or die onits merits."Experience teaches" is anold sayingand one the truth
of which is most frequently admitted,but to every mle there
is an exception,andthe persevering- attempts of some Pro-
testants to substitute their doctrines for those of the Church
amongst Catholics do not appear by indubitable failure to
convince these sanguine folk of the hopelessness of their
efforts. "When Garibaldi andhis followers commencedtheir
revolutioninItaly, the " evangelical

"
sects wereenraptured;

not one amongst themever seemed to think that the veteran
pirate wasanythingin the worldother thanaaardentpioneer
of the"gospel." More thanone wildyouth, longing for ad-
venture, persuaded their unwilling parents to let them join
the English auxiliaries of the redshirted hero on the plea
that they were striking for the cause of the Bible. Italy
was Looked upon as alreadyconverted fromthe error of her
ways, and it was believedthat anew realmhad been subdued
for the advance of the"Reformation/

But whathas beea the result? It may be that many,
yielding to temptation, and separated from Catholic influ-
ences, have lost their faith; find even of these there are,
everything considered,not by any meansso many as itmight
have reasonably been feared there would have been. But
where are they now to be found? In the meetinghouses
of the Protestant sects? "Sitting under" the dreary in-
struction of the orthodox? By nomeans;the stage where-
on are acted indecent plays, the streets where ladies

—
even

English andAmerican ladies,independentand fearlessas they
are known to be

—
are subjected to insult, the haunt ofthe

conspiratorand the assassin, allthese have far greaterattrac-
tions for them,and Italy,though she isinfinitely morewicked,
is no more Protestant to-day than she was ahundred years
ag°-

And the case of France isstillmoreinstructive; for here,
notwithstandingtheequality on which the various religions
have longexisted,anative Protestant Church boasting many
zealousministers, some of them menof eminent talents,and
an indefatigable propaganda, thenumber of Protestants has
diminished immensely,and does not approach within some
thousands of that whichit wasprior to the greatrevolution.
So that,on the whole, we really are at a loss to discover on
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better, becausewiser fcr the South at once to surrender the
land fund forgeneral appropriation, than to carry on the un-
equal andharrassing conflict to retain aremnantof it, for a
few years, whichhasbecome inevitable.

Nothingcansave the land fund of the South for purely
southernpurposesbut insular separation,even financial sepa-
ration,so longas there should existonly one Legislature for
the entireColony, wouldnot suffice.

Insular separationand theretentionof the land revenue
by the South Island are inseparable,andthe sooner this is
realisedby the South the better for allNew Zealand. Inthe
supposition that insular separation cannot be obtained, -what
must be the effect of the struggleby the South to retaineven
a little of the landrevenue? Thisis a veryimportant ques-
tion,and whatis the answer? To us it appears to bethis

—
the South, in consequence of thisstruggle, must becomemore
or less isolated and deprived of that influence and sharein
the Government to whichit is entitled.
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TEAS,in Large andVariedStock.
HOGG & HUTTON,

Pbktcks Stbbet.

WANTED, for St Thomas of Aquin Roman Catholic boys
school, Thames, Catholic teacher holding first-class certifi-

cate. Applications stating terms, accompanied with testimonials,
addressedRev. S. Chastagnon,Thames.

-|TTTANTED— Qualified TEACHER for St. Mary's School, Inver-VV cargill. Forparticularsapply to Rev.S.Higgins, to whom
applications, withreferences, &c,are tobe forwarded. j

WANTED, asituationby aCatholic Teacher. Address, School- imistress, Tablet Office.

FTIEACHER WANTED for the CATHOLIC SCHOOL at Crom-
Iwell. Applications, accompanied withreferences, tobemade

to the Rev. Father Kehoe, from whoni further particulars re-
garding Salary,&c, canbeobtained.

NOTICE.

fTVHE elegantly-executedphotographs of the Bishop (by Messrs.
JL Clifford and Morris), the copyright of which has been re-
served, canbehadon application at the Convent,where they will
besold for thebenefit of the ChristianBrothers' SchoolFund, for
whichobject they were takenat the time of theBazaar. J
VpHE TABLET, Vol. 3, FOR SALE. Bound copies of the_1 above, also a few copies of vol. 1and 2;price, .£1 ss.

NOTICE.

Our Subscribers in the Districts visited byMr. O. Cummins, our
Travelling Agent, arerequestedtosettle their accounts onthe
firstpersonalapplicationmadeby Mm,as it maybe seen,that
itputs this gentlemantomuchinconvenienceandloss whenhe
is a secondor third time obliged to travel out of his wayto
collect money owedtous. JOHNF. PERRIN, Manager.

~N O TICE.
Mr.Murray,ourcollector andcanvasser, willvisit Invercargill and

its neighbourhoodinabout afortnight.

FTYHE following SUMS have been received as Subscriptions toJL the Tablet for the week ending August 2, 1876 :—:
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Mr.D. E.Toohill, Wellington, to June 5, 1876 ... 1 0 0„D.O'Donnell, Ross, to June16, 1876 ... ... 014 6„ Conolly, Temuta, toJuly 3, 1876 ... ... 2 10 0„ J. Tobin, Kaitangata,to July 17, 1876 ... ...15 0„ J. Murphy, St. Bathans, to July 17, 1876 ... 1 5 0


