
TheRome (May 10) correspondenceof 'Galignani'sMessen-
ger

'
says:

—
ThePope recently received Mgr.Cecconi,Archbishop

of Florence, who was appointedby his Holiness towriteahistory
of the (Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, The first volumeof
this colossal work was published nearly two years ago. In re-
ceivinghis Eminence Pius IX. manifested a desiresoon toseethe
history completed, in order that he might read the great work
beforehis death. TheRoman prelates attribute this feeling to a
sad presentiment, caused by the continued disquietude which
afflicts theHoly Father. Thelatter,moreover,hadexpressedhim-
self veryforcibly on the subject, for no sooner had Mgr.Cecconi
arrivedatFlorence thanhe gave instructions tohis Vicar-General
for the Governmentof his Archdiocese,and thenleft forthe mon-
asteryof the Servi di Montesenario, where he immediately recom-
mencedhis labors.

On. May Bth, the Joan of Arc fetes were held in Orleans,
France. Marshal MacMahon was present. Inthe courseof his
address to the Marshal-Presidentatthe cathedral,Monsignor Du-
panloup, Bishop of Orleans, said:

—
"The town of Orleans cele-

brates to-day two fetes
—

the peacefulone of agriculture,and that
of the warrior-liberatorof our city and of France. That of agri-
culture shows our dear and great country desires toraise itself by
the fruitful worksofpeace,and, when welookupon thesebrilliant
exhibitions, would it not be supposed that the finest daysof our
national prosperity had returned? Itis thus that France will
astonish the world by her resources whenever she is allowed to
develope freely the living forces and all the territorial and in-
tellectualriches with which God has so largely gifted her. But
these noble works require security and confidence, andit is your
gloriousmission, MonsieurMarechal, toassure them to her. Your
presence in themidst of us declaresloudly toour country that she
canunder the protectionof your valiant and loyalsword,peace-
fully prepare the strength and glories of the future. Thefete of
Joanof Arc recalls tous liow God protectedFranceinpast times,
and teachesus that if itbe good thatapeopleshouldrelyonitself,
and work courageouslyfor its regeneration,it mustalso look above
to fri" whoholds inhis hands the fateofnations. Thatis why in
this cathedral,whereJoan of Arc fell on her knees, youcome to
imploretheprovidentialaids with which, peoplesand theirchiefs
cannot dispenseindaysof crisis. May Godaccede to yourprayers
andours! Mayhe again look upon France withmercy as of old!
To materialprosperity mayheaddChristian grandeur,and mayhe
grantto you,Monsieur leMarechal,whose nobleheartis boworthy
of it, that superiorlight which in the hourof perilenablesaman
to save the people\"

One of themost distinguishedandvenerableof theIrishpriesta
now living is the Archdeacon of Dublin, Canon Dunne, P.P.,of
Castledermott, Co.Kildare. Insendinghis parochialsubscription
to theMaynoothCollege chapel,hebearsthe followingwarmtesti-
monyto the sacerdotalwork of the priests educatedin thatnoble
college:

"
Through good report and evil reportthepriesthoodof

Maynoothfought the good fight. Whether athome or indistant
lands, theymaintainedthe faith racy of the Irish soil. Whether
doomedto minister to the people in. the winter ofpersecutionor'
themore favoreddays afterEmancipation,they everinculatedthe
trueprinciplesof rendering toCsesar the things that areCaesar's,
and toGod the things that areGod's. Though not analumnus of
Maynooth,Ihave none the less entertainedakindredaffection in
its regard. For more than half a century,at the annual clerical
retreatwithin its hallowed walls,Iheard the eloquentandfervid
lectures of the eminent ecclesiasics thatadornedtheIrishChurch,
many of whom now speak from the silent tomb their lessonsof
virtueandof wisdom."

— 'CatholicReview.'
Holy Week was profanedin Romethis year in a mannernever

before known in that holy city. Tho theatres were kept openuntil
the last of the week, and parliament was in full session. The
Catholics,howeverobservedthe sacredseasonwithbecomingrespect,and
flocked to the churches. They did not neglect their duties,but ou
the contrary appeared to fulfilthem withmorethanordinary zealand
devotion. Especially well attendedwere the sermons at St.Peter's.
A number of French pilgrims arrived in Rome on HolyThursday.
They hadpreviously visitedmany shrines and renownedplacet,such
as the shrine of the Holy Winding Sheet at Turin, the tombs of St.
Catherine of Genoa andof St. Mary Magdalen dePazziinFlorence,
and theHoly shrine of Loreto. Theyremaineda weekinRome and
then proceeded toNaples where they will pay theirdevotionto the
Shrine of St. Januarius, and thengo to Palermo to praybefore the
tomb of St. Rosalia.—' CatholicReview'

GENERAL NEWS.

CardinalPrince Schwarzenburghhas been' latelymakingaCon-
firmationtour through a portionof his archdiocese of Prague. At
Petrowitehe was informed that a little girl, whohadbeen formany
yearsan invalid, was very desirous of being confirmed. Her condi-
tion,however,was such that she could not even be carried to the
church. When the regular Confirmationwasended,the Cardinalbe-
took himself to themiserable dwelling wherethe little girl lived,ac-
companiedby all his clerical attendants and suite. There wasno
roomfor allin the poor dwelling. Here his Eminenceconfirmed the
sick child,exhortedher to patience, and when going away,leftbe-
hindhimahandsome donationtoassist hernecessities.

CardinalCullenhas issued a pastoral,in which he refersat great
length to the subject of education. He says thatunder thepretence
of spreading education and promoting the temporaladvantageof the
nation, an occult warfareagainst the Catholicreligion is beingcarried
on, andhe calls on Catholics to resist all dangerous attempts toim-
pair the efficiency of the schools and undermine the faith of the
children. With regard to higher education, he urges them touse
everyeffort to obtainaCatholicUniversity for aCatholicnation.

We take the followingfrom the London correspondence of the
Dublin

'
Freeman'sJournal:'

—
"Scarcely a week passes without the

record of some convert to theRoman Catholic Church from amongst
theranks af the Anglican clergy. Most of the clergymen who thus
renounce the doctrines of the Church of England are menof mark,
noted for scientific or literaryattainments, or of fame in the pulpit.
The latest accession is thatof tLeRev.R. J.Webb, Vicar of Hamle-
ton-with-Bramßtone, nearNorwich, who, inaddition tohis profession
of faith, has publisheda pamphlet,in which he asserts frankly that,
salvationis not to be foundin the Church of England.

TheRev.WilliamLovell,ALA.,Curateof Wantage,an-l formerly
scholar of Exeter College, Oxford,has just been received into the
Church. The 'Pilot

'
announces the receptionofLadyHeywood, wife

of SirPercivalHeywood,Bart.
The 'Germania

'
of Berlinpublishes an appeal addressed to the

Catholicsof Germany, signedby the leading Catholicsof the country,
such asPrince Charles of Lowenstein, Baron Felix de Loe,Haffne,
Marbe,and others, andcalling on the people tocelebrate with parti-
cularsolemnitythe 16thJune next, the day onwhich PopePius IX.
willcommence the 30th yearof his reign.

A curious accident occurred on the 27thMay at a village be-
tweenPalghautandBeypore, which resultedin a deathof a little girl
aboutsix years old. The parents, who were of thepariah caste, had
arrived from Palghaut witha herd of swine, andencamped near the
Military Camp, on the other sideof theriver. On the evening of the
day in question, themother of thechildmissedher andwent in search
of her. The child was discovered seated ina jungle playingwith a
cobra. The uncle of the child,with the objectof frighteningthe cobra
away,threw anegg at it, whereuponit bit the child and escapedinto
a hole. The child dieda fewminutes after she wasbitten. The hole
into which the cobra entered was then dug and the cobra was des-
troyed.

Anumber of leading Catholics from allparts of Germany met
lately at theFrankfiirterhofinMayence,upon the invitationofH.H.
thePrince of Lowenstein, to consult concerning the formationof a
Catholic Association for Germany.^lt*was resolved unanimously to
foundsuch anAssociation.

The 'Frankfort Gazette,' a democratic organ, announces that
Nicotera, of the ItalianMinistry,has discovered amongst the papers
of Senor Lanza a receipt for 10,000francs, as havingbeen paid to the
London 'Times

'
anda French journal for anonymous supportof the

Law of Guarantees. The
'Frankfort Gazette

'
cannot be suspected

of partiality for Rome. What can the'Times
'

answer?
The

'
Universe

'
gives a touchingaccount of an act of humility

and charityperformed by the Cardinal Archbishop of Paris onSun-
day last. His Eminence carried inperson theBlessedSacrament and
administered Confirmation toa younggirl, the daughter of poor but
respectablepeopleliving on thefifthstory of ahouse in theRue Saint
Rock. The poor girlbadbeenpreventedby illness from joining the
ranks of her youthfulcompanions at first Communion and Confirma-
tionat their parish church of St. Rock. The condescension of his
Eminencemade a great impression on the people of the neighbour-
hood,and the Cardinal Archbishop was greetedby a respectful crowd
onhisreturn fromhis visit of charity.

A greatnumber of Jews Lave been seizedby the Eussian police
ofVilni, under suspicionof belonging tosecret societies. This is very
strange,as who would believe tbat there were any conspiratorsin
Bussia except theCatholics ?

Thelatest intelligence,at our command, regarding thereturn
ofthe Jews toJerusalem,leads us to believe that still alength of
yearsmust pass awaybefore the return can takeplace. "We now
learn that for some time- past the Grand Rabbi of Viennahas
ordered theusual prayers for the return to Jerusalem tobe sus-
pended,and the Jews in Italy have just receivednotice todo the
same. The Jews find themselves so welloff inmodern States, that
thisreturnto their native country wouldbeamisfortune.

A doctor of Lyons, formerly of Montpellier,has just given
600,000 francs for the reconstruction of the parish church. Mgr.
de Cabrieres,theBishop of Montpellier,has writtentocongratu-
latethedonorof this magnificent donation.

The 'JapanGazette
'

astonishes the world by the declaration
of the discovery of an ancient Catholic church in that countiy,
which isused for otherpurposes, though still inperfectpreserva-
tion. Itis but oneof the traces of thatgreatSt.Francis Xavier,
whose workshavenot yet diedout, andarcnow being increased.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, Aug. 4,1876.]

The populationof Ireland, says the 'London Times' is not
materially decreasing now. The Begistrar-General reportsthat
althoughthe year 1875 had a birth rate below and adeathrate
above the last five years' average,yet the births registeredex-
ceededthe [registered deaths by 40,139, and that the numberof
emigrants wholeftIrish ports in the year wasbut52,397, which,
number is reducedto51,462if we deduct 135 describedas "resi-
dents of other countries" who embarked at Irish ports. This
shows adecreasein the year 1875 of11,323 inthe population,leav-
ingitat about 5,600,000 inall.

The parishpriestof Malfettaasked thePope for alms tobuild
anewChurch, and the Holy Father senthim 500f. Onthe same
dayhis Holiness sent to the editor of the 'Unita Cattolica,' in
Milan(whomhecalls hishonest treasurer)twosupplications,with
the order tosend toeachoneof the supplicants200f. Oneof these
supplicants wasanofficerof the Piedmontese army who wascom-
pelledby sickness toretirefromthe service. Other alms bestowed
by the SovereignPontiff werelOOOf.for asacristy,500fforabenevo-
lent society inVerona,50f. for apoor family,200f.for persons suf-
feringwantby arecent inundation, besides many other alms not
known toany mortalman. Allthese alms werebestowedwithin
twodays.
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