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(From our Exchanges.)

We regretandyetrejoicetohear that thereportofthemartyr-
domof threeFrenchmissionaries,Fathers Bouchard, Menoret,and
Paulinier, atTimbuctoo, isgainingconfirmation. We say"rejoice,"
for, beingmartyrs to the faith,they are withGod. These excellent
men wereontheir way fromAlgiersto the interior andfell victims
to the Touaregs, oneof the wildest of the many savage tribes that
dwell on theborders of the greatSahara.

A convention of the Catholic committees of France hasbeen
sittingat Paris under the presidency of the Cardinal-Archbishop,
who, on the opening night, spoke of the attempt to wrest the
instruction of children from the able hands of the Christian
Brothers,and to vest superior instruction in free-thinkers alone.
To meetthis conspiracy against the Churchhe counselled firmness
combinedwithcharityandaninviolableattachment tothe doctrines
ofCatholicity. The delegates from the various committees were
strongly representative of the state of feeling throughout the
country,where the infidelpropagandismof the enemiesof religion
in the large citiashas obtainednohold,anda firmandunanimous j
expression of opinionon theproposededucationmeasures willnot
be without effect.

A clergyman from'theWest of Irelandwho Jhas beensojourn-
ing atLouraes,writes to a clericalfriendathome anaccount of a
remarkable curewhich lately occurred atthe famous shrine. The
particulars are these:OntheFeast of the Annunciation a woman
was brought to the chapel at Lourdes byher friends. Shehad
been for the ten previous years afflicted with paralysis,scarcely
able to move her limbs. Having joined fervently inthe religious
exercises, she was taken[below to the famous grotto,and at her
ownrequestwas for a few moments immersed in the waters. She
aroseperfectly restored, and walked withouthelp from the grotto.
Thewriteravers that he saw thewomanaquarterof anhourbefore
this wonderful manifestation took place, when she washelplessly
crippled with disease, and immediately after the event,*when she
was thusmiraculously restored tohealth.

The Catholic University College at Kensington,Junder the
rectorship of Mgr. Capel, appears to be progressing favorably.
From the report recently submitted to the English bishops, it
appears that thenewbuildings of the college consist of a college
chapel,a complete zoological museum,achemical laboratory, and
p-ofessors* rooms,while the pre-existing structure has been con-vertedinu,a. oPanir.nSlibraryand. convenientlecture halls. Besidesthis group of buildings, anocner w,\>aon utilizedinthe groundsof the college for the purposes of billiard and reading-ioomo,ardfor a debating society or unionas soonas itcanbe formed. For
the advancementofthe studentsin artand sciences, the rectorhas
providedanoriginal andvaluable library, the gift of Mr.O'Fallon
Pope,an additional libraryof 8,000volumes,recentlyadded, 80,000
botanicalspecimens, just arrived,the geologicalspecimenscollectedbyProfessorMorris,andtheplant of themuseum andlaboratories.All thishasbeendone at a cost of £26,000. The annualexpendi-
ture is J66,000, so that on the day when the number of studentsreachesone hundred, theUniversity College will have become self-
supporting. The college began its career with sixteen students:
the numberhas nowreachedthirty-six, arateof progresssufficiently
rapid,if all the difficulties whichhave had to be surmounted betakenintoaccount.

M.Victor Hugo, to put it mildly, as the'PallMallGazette'
says,has been recently making

"
a fool" of himself. Some few

daysbackhe made an address to the workingmen of Paris, whovisit thePhiladelphiaExhibition,onthe "peaceof the revolution,"
at the Chateau d'Eau Theatre, Paris. Amongst other curious
phrasescontained in the verycurious speechwenote the following:"Ihaveinmyself tbe concern of the whole human race. Men ofParis,youare themen of the world,you are goingto the review ofthe Prussians. They invaded with arms and cannon a civilized
country,that is barbarism. Youaregoing toinvadeAmerica with
the productsof commerce, that is civilisation. Menof Paris, you
are the youth of the human race. Philadelphia awaits you with
impatience, you will teach her industry,"&c,&c. The workingmenrespondedtothis rubbish with repeatedshouts of"Long live
thegreatHugo."

About 3,122,000pounds of horse, ass,andmule fleshhave been8)ldfor human consumption in Paris by the butchers there, who
deal in thatcommodity,during thepast year. The number of the
aboveanimals killed toproduce this amount of meat was6,865.

Atthe reception,at the Vatican, by they Holy Father, of thePlenipotentiaryPersian Ambassador, General Nazare Agha, [accom-
paniedby the Secretary of the Embassy, Mirzza Aimed Khan, theEastern envoys kepton their high Astrakhan caps, but bowed low
in the Orientalmannerbefore Pius IX.,andkissedhis hand. General
NnzareAgha then addressedtheHolyFather,expatiatingon his hap-
pinessat having been chosen themessenger of the Shahof Persia,andbeing thus enabled tocrave thePope'sblessing for himself andfamily,for they were allCatholics. The surpriseof the Holy Father and allthosepresent wasequalledby their emotion at this unexpected an-
nouncement of the religion ofNazare Agha. The General then pre-
sented his Sovereign's letter to theHolyFather,and, from theFrench
translation of this epistleof aMoslem, anda semi-barbaricpotentate,
many an Europeanpotentatewouldbe shamedfrom the liberality of
opinion itexpresses,and the kindprotection it earnestly promises to-
wards the Catholicsof Persia. The Shahaddresses his Holiness as aSovereign,not as the prisoner of the Vatican. The Pope gave thePersian envoy a cross, and a watch encased in an elegant casket, j"The cress," said HisHoliness,"represents the oneIbear, andwhichiweallmust bear to gain entrance to heaven. The watch will markthepassiugjhours between this andeternity, which willopen to us our
realhome." General Nazare Agha was much moved,and expressedhis heartfeltgratitude tothe^Holy Father, who blessed him ere heretired.

A monument is to be erected in Rome to Giordano Bruno,a
famousapostate,of wliom the celebratedbut by no means orthodox
writer, Carlo Botta, said in bis Italian history: :<Giordano Bruno
was the author and propagatorof many blasphemous and mad doc-
trines. He was vacillating in his opinion. In Germany he was a
Lutheran,in Geneva,a Calvinist, andhe turnedCatholic atthe signal
of danger whenina Catholic country." He used to c>ll the Pope"The Vicar of the Devil," andoncehe styled the infamous Elizabeth
of England,

"
The onlyDiana, the rpalVirgin. Botta tells usthathe

evencalled the
"
Devil

"
a good fellow, and preached him up ina

favorable light/ Such was theman to whom the
"

regenerators"of
Italypropose erecting a monument in the capital of the CatholicChurch, andunder the windows of the Vatican.

News from Milangives usa sadpicture of the stateof morals in
that lovely capital, whichonly a few yearsback was distinguished for
thepiety and goodmannersof its inhabitants. This ye ir the chur-
chesinHoly Week were scarcely visitedby men

—
womenalone filled

them. The theatres were opened,and somemost indecentspectacles
weretolerate1;andon GoodFriday a new opera bouffeof themost
infamous descriptionwasgiven for the first time. Societies, however,
ate rapid'y being formed for preventing the increase of crime andim-
morality- These are, of course,founded by Catholics, andconducted
by conspicuousmembers of the clergy. The venerable Archbishopof
Milan received some weeks ago a distinguished member of the
LutheranChurch iito the faith. Inthemeantime, the anti-Christian
buri-il society, as it is called, is losingall ground, and will soon be
heard ofno "more. Theobject of this association, »vhich a month or
soback made a greatstir,was there-introduction ofthepagan customof
crematingorburning the dead. The peopledisapproveofthis manner
of disposingof thedead,andcondemnittosuchanextentthat onseveral
occasions funeralprocessionsconducting bodies tobe burnthave been
loudly hissed as they pas-ed a'ong. Notwithstanding every imagin-
able device for theperversion of the people of this country, the in-
fidels are not likely to make any very enduring impression, and a
powerful reactionin favorof Catholicism issetting in. Itis, however,
noticed thatMilanis now themost corrupt city in the land,andmany
letters havebeen lately published fromEnglish and American ladies,
complaining of the shameful manner in which they are treated,even
in day time, in the streetsof the Lombard capital.

The wholesale defection of Protestants fromcommonChristianity
inGermany takes place quietly and without much demonsti ation;
peoplesimply abstain from frequenting placesof worship and refuse
allministration from their clergymen.

"But, now and then, the in-
tellectualleaders of infidelity,inorder to spread their destructivedoc-
trines, make a show of their numbers. Thus quite recently an a»-
sembly of 3,000persons in Berlin declared openly and unanimously
that they hadseparated from all religion, believed in no God,and
promised toexercise all their influence to destroy among the people
the absurdnotions of the existence of, a Divinity." In Prussia God
may be blasphemedand denied with impunity;only those feel the
severity of the law who speak disrespectfully of Bismark and his
officials

A despatch to the'Evening Post
'

under date AprJ27 says:—:
—"The despatchesreceived to-day respecting the burning of a theatre

in Fouen,France, tell a sad story of murder by architectural design.
The story is an oldone,oft repeated in the history of buildings de-
signed to hold large audiences;but in the pre-ent case the conditions
otdisaster seem tohavebeen morepositive than usual. The fire was
discoveredbefore thepublic weieadmitted to thebuilding, and there
were only about75 persons, members of the opera company, within
the walls at the time, audyet the means of exit were so inadequate
that this small body of persons, every one of whom must have been
familiar with the passages of the building, were unable to escape.
Eight corpseshave beenremoved fromtheruins, and50 persons— two-
thirds of the whole numberiv thehouse

—
were sobadly injuredthat

it wasnecessary to sendthem tothehospitals."
The Easterservices in Paris were atteudedthis yearby enormous

congregations. AtNotre Dame the distribution of HolyCommunion
occupiedeightpriests for more than two hours. The other churches
were equally we'l attended, and ihe principal ones so excessively
crowded that at times entry to them was almost impossible. The
throrgat Notre Dame des Victoires was indeed so prodigious that
thousands wereunable to gain admittance,and at lasta squadofpolice
was found necessary toprotect the entry and prevent accidents. It
is noted by the French papers that religion, notwithstanding the
change in Government,has never been so influentialas at present in
France. V

A MalteseCatholic writes to theLondon 'Weekly Register
' an\

account of tbe much-talked-of
"

refusal
"

by the Prince of Wales to
lay tbe corner-stone of a "

purely Catholic institution," which gives
quitea differentcoloring to the affair. Thecorrespondent,whose letter
bears the dateof April24, says that the "Maltese millionaire" who
foundedtheinstitutiouinquestionwas so anxious thatthePrinceshould

Ilnyits first stone that he telegiaphed to India toobtain the consent
of his RoyalHighness, and received ir in due time. His own Arch-
bishophe appears not to have thought of consulting, and it wasnot
until about tendajs before the ceremony was to take place that his
Grace, whose co-operationhad evidently been taken for granted, was
invited, to bless the first stone with theusual rites. The Archbishop
at once declined,and,moreover,refused either to be present himself
or to sanction the official presence of any of his cl rgy at a ceremonial,
the chief actorin which was tobe thehead of the sect ofFreemasons
in theQueen's dominion?. Here was a dilemma whichnobody had
foreseen, andon the Governor of Malta telegraphingto Englandfor
instructions, her Majesty the Queen at once sent back a peremptory
command that thePrince should not be allowed to fulfil his proposed
engagement. All this happeneI before the arrival of his Koyal
Highness, aud the affair wears,in consequence, quite another aspect
than that which it first assumed. The 'Register's' correspondentadds
thatnobody attributes any unworthy motive to the founder of the
charity. He wassimply indiscreet in allowinghimself to be made a
toolofby tbeFreemasons, who were anticipating with greatglee the
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