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conferring of degrees, both which duties are to be left to the
University authorities. When the Bill becomeslaw

—
the liberal

professions willbeopen to allholders of the appropriateacademicdiploma, the genuineness of which is to be attestedby aGovern-
ment Commission to be appointed for thatpurpose. The State,
however,reserves toitselffullliberty ofrequiring such attestations
of competency as it may see fit from those who seek employment
inthe civilor military service of the country. The fractionof the
Radicalparty in the Chamber, led by M.Tesch, whooffer opposi-
tion to this measure, do so, not on its merits, but on the rather
barefaced pretext that it will confer some advantages on the
Catholics. Itwouldbemore correct to saythat it removesapor-
tionof the injustice under which Catholics havelong suffered, in
having their programme of studies and their method of tuition
dictated by the professors of rival establishments, and their
studentsexaminedby unfriendly examiners. Even these,however,
are advantages not to be lightly relinquished by the men who
clamor for the repealofthe BudgetofWorship,andfor the imposi-
tionon thenational Clergy of compulsory service in therank3of
thearmy.

Since the abovewas written, the Bill has passed theRepre-
sentative chamber byamajority of 78 against26.

M.Frere Orban and twoother Liberals voting against their
partyin favor of it. Thismeasure isexpectedby theBelgianCon-
servatives andCatholics tohavethe effect ofsetting free toagreat
extent their higher education from State control, andof placing it
under the effectualsupervisionofthe Church. Itspassage through
the Legislatureis therefore regardedby them as a most gratifying
success,not only on account of the benfits expectedto flow from
the reform itself,butalso onaccount of the indication it affords of
politicalstrengthon their side. The lower gradeofRadicals, who
inBelgium areof a very low type indeed

—
have fought toothand

nail against theBill, andhavebeenbeaten. CatholicsinBelgium
really possess so decisive apreponderanceie the countryas regards
numbers, wealth, intelligence, and respectability, that the time
must sooner or later arrive, though its advent has been from
various causesunduly delayed, when they will assume their legiti-
mateinfluenceover the affairs of thenation. As regardsUniver-
sity education, Catholic superiority is already unquestionable.
The scientific reputationof the University of Louvain whichnow
has 1,200 students, stands first in the country, and is neither
unknownnoi unrecognized in the rest ofEurope. Independentof
that State support without which the other Universityoouia not
exist,and with whichit does not. fl««-ioii, ijouvainhas progressed
year byypj« in academical strength as wellas in public esteem,
untilnow it may,besaidwith truth

—
as we are assured by those on

i whose testimony we can rely— that its!graduates are to be met'
with ineveryprofession,and inall thehigher walks of life,doing
honor to their Alma Mater. The animosity of the Radicals is
therefore easily1intelligible, and of itself forms an attestationo€

! the success of the Catholic University..

unprayingheartutteredone petition for helpandsummoning all jthat remained of her naturally strong resolution, she turnedsud-
denlyupon Le Compte."

You shouldnot. have come here," she said, eagerly;"there
hasbeenenough of this;wemustpart."

"Youspeak,ma chere, as if it were aneasything topart," was
the reply,inalow,melodious, l<ut decided tone;" forever, too

—
it

max f° ry°u> ku^ f°r me> after whathas passed,impossible."
Laura sunk into a garden-chair, while he poured out his tale

of loveinnomeasured words, assuring her in terms that scorched
her very soul, that he wasinearnest, thata union ashis wifehad,
fromthe first, beenhis intention;this he asserted onhishonor.

"Itcanneverbe,Le Compte/' repliedLaura;" youknow it
canneverbe. There are reasons

— ." Her voice seemed tocome
froma'sepulchre,andshe had not power toclose the sentence."Love conquers all obstacles," he said gently, yet firmly."

Butitcannot obliterate former vowsandpromises/ sobbedLaura,almost incoherently."Itdoes onmypart,it mayon yours; only saythe^word,'and
youaremme—

mine forever.""Never! Iwill notI" cried she,resolutely, withdrawingher
hand fromhis, andrising fromher seat, she whisperedinhis ear.

The words must have been of dreadful import,and theycut
deep,for they causedhim tostampbis footwrathfully,andbrought
a terrible oath tohis lips;but theexcitementwasbutmomentary,
his smooth, clear, polished voice was heard again, fearfully dis-
tinct in the ears of his trembling victim, ashe said,"This needbe
no barrier to our happiness;you must fly with me;there is no
time like thepresent:dancing has commenced at thehouse,many
hoursmust elapsebeforewe are missed, the silver moonsmiles on
ourproject,Iwill arrange the way.'3

Buthe spoketoclosedears. "Led captive at ,his will," had
beenbrought toLaura's mind as she realised the awfulnature of
hisproposals,backedas she knewby a.willwhichshe hadlearned
todread. Nature gave way,and she fell seDseless athis feet, as
suddenly as if shehadbeensmitten byhis hand. LeCompte, for
the first time inhis life of intrigue, was baffled. Elopement had
beenhis design ultimately, but his arrangements werenot fully
completed;withLaura yielding to his will, ashehadanticipated
after abrief struggle,he could easily make a wayon the spur of
themoment,but with Laura in a fainting fit, it wasquitea diffi-
cultmatter. Hecarriedher to the water and triedall themeans
inhis power torestoreher.unsuccessfully. He saw at length with
the eye of aphysician thatthe troublewasmore thana mere faint-
ness,sobending overher as she lay ghastlyinthe whitemoonlight,
he muttered a fierce curse if she thwartedhim, andreturning to
thehouse, the rumor wassoon spread through the hallby the ser-
vants, that Miss Martenhadsteppedout forair, and faintedin the
pine walk.

The house wasaroused,andLaura was conveyed to heraunt's
still unconscious, whereshe wandered for weeks and weeksin the
mazes of a brain fever.

SECRET EXPENSES.
Considerable sensation has leencreatedlatelyby thepublication
of a book inItalyby Luigi Zini,formerly a Prefectof thiskingdom.
It contains startling revelations on the administration in Italy.
Hehas a chapter on secret expenses. A. few of the items will
amuse you. He writes,"Letno onesneer. Iwrite withmy eyes
uponcertain ancient autographs, inwhichIcanread

— 'Employes'— under this
— 'Writers of correspondence, and their monthly re-

munerations'
—

here follows a line of eight or tennames; onehas
oppositeit100 francs, another 80, and thenahumble scribbler 60.
Farther on

—
'Non-employes'— and they are eleven, who receive

variedstipends, averagingfrom 100 to 500 francs monthly,except-
ingapoor excleric, who received the charity of 50 francs;anda
foreignpartyreceived the figure of 2000 francs. Anotherchapter
begins 'Journals at the disposal of the Minisiry, withmonthly retri-
butions,'andhere the eye wanders over a lot of native]andforeign
names, which arecredited with 230, 500, 1000,andashighas2000
francs monthly. Then follow 'Journals with correspondentspaidby
the Government.' Other journals are credited with 'extraordinary
remtinerations." Signor Zini, ex-Prefect, hasa chapteron

"
Secret

Agents," andhe writes:
"Nota few elegant andeducatedyoung

menlivedamong you (Italians), knew you,professed themselves
your friends, andmade a show of endorsing your sentiments and
your aspirations,just togetpossessionof your secretsanddivulge
them. Many serious and sober persons appeared suddenly, pre-
sentedby someone, insinuating themselves everywhere, trying to
enlistsympathy and. win confidence. They came suddenly/sud-
denly they disappeared. They often spoke of their own affairs,
butnooneknew them intimately. Sometimes they surprisedyou,
because words sometimes escaped incautiously, in an unguarded
moment. You weredeftly surrounded by the evil3of the secreb
police! Secret agents,paidby theMinistry ofthe Interior,covered— andstillcover— Italy like a leprosy. Noprovince was free from
it. Ihave the list of them all, their names andqualifications."
We alwayssuspectedas much. It was in this mannerthen that
the Government of Italy moved that powerful agent inmodern
politics,public opinion. Correspondents, foreignandnative,leader-
writers, secretpolice! These are the exponents of public opinion
inItaly. Ileave comments to the reader.

I On the19thiust., the Roman patricians were receivedat the
Vatican. They congratulated his Holiness on the anniversary
(April 12th) of his return from Gaeta andhis wonderfulescape at

i the Church of St. Agnesextra micros, where the floor gave way,and
!himself andsuite wereprecipitated down;intothe basement with-
iout the slightestinjury toany one.

— * C.Standard/

HIGHER EDUCATION INBELGIUM.
The RepresentativeChamber atBrussels hasbeenoccupied witha
scheme of University reform, and from the 'London Tablet

'
we

learn that the violentunreasonof the Radical party has had the
remarkableeffect of bringing pro Tide vice to the Catholic side so
pronounceda Liberalas the ex-Minister, M.Frere Orban, -who in
1857 upset a Conservative Administration by means of a street
imeute against convents,and whomorerecently attacked the clergy
ina speech at Liege. M.Frere Orban has been threatened with
thehostility of his liberalfriends for theparthehas takenon this
question, anditis creditable tohispatriotismandhis moral courage
thathehas despisedthose threats and has adhered to thepolicy
whichhe conscientiouslydeemsmostconducive tothebest interests
ofhis country. The state of things which it is now proposedto
changewas establishedby the law of 1849, under whichdegrees
were conferred on University students by a mixed Board {jury
combine) of examinersappointed by the State, and selectedpartly
fromthe professors of one of the "free universities/ andpartly
fromthose of aStateUniversity. Itis scarcelynecessary to men-
tionhere thatone of theuniversities'called"free" is the Catholic

/Universityof Louvain, whichis supportedby the clergy and laity,
andreceivesnodirectpecuniary aid from the State. The working
of the mixed Board system is admittedon all hands to be u:ost
unsatisfactory. Itwas denouncedas afailure sevenyears afterits
establishment, by M.De Decker, then Minister of the interior;
butithas nevertheless gone onuntil the present, whenits evils
canno longerbetolerated. They -were forcibly statedby M.Frere
Orban to the Chamber on the 29th ult. He said that by the
present mode of conducting examinations and conferring degrees
education andscience wereenslaved to the State. Itis gratifying
toobserve that enlightenedLiberalsare beginning to discover that
University education, tobe worthy the name, must be free, and
that there are things inwhich state interference is invariably mis-
chievous and paralysing. M. Frere Orban quoted a number of
authoritiestoprove that themixed Boardwats destroyingall free-
domof teaching. Their action resultedin"collusion or collision."
Their examinationsweresuchascouldbepassedby themerestcram,
and were therefore a sham [and had lost all valuein the eyesof
independentmen. Their examinationpapers were printed, and
might begotbyroteas a catechism;and heexcited the laughter
of theHouse bysuggestingthat theexpenseof aUniversity course
might as wellbe savedbyallowing the candidatesinlaw, medicine,
and engineering, to obtain diplomas by reciting from memory
before the board a cut and dried cathechism of their respective
professions. To remedy the evilsofthe present system,itis pro-
posed thatthe Governmentshould for the future abstainfromall
direct interference in the holding of examinations, or in the

The totalnumber of emigrants who leftIreland during the three
months ending 31st March, 1870, was6,762. This shows a decrease of
1,778 as comparedwith the correspondingperiodof lastyear.
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