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south no man ever ventured within 1,500 miles. What causes this
great difference? The explanation is plain.

Owing to its eccentric movement around’ the sun our northern
summer is some eight days longer than our winter, while in the
south the winter is eight days longer than the summer. This six-
teen days makes such difference, which iz emphasized by the
additional fact that during the long southern winter the earth is
farthest from the sun.

Thus year after year, fora long period, thera has been a steady
accumulation of ice material ahout the south pole, adding weight
to that hemisphere. Then as this weight of ice increased the
earth’s centre of gravitylbas)gradually moved to the sonth, and the
waters luent and cbedient to gravitetion have slowly gathered into
southern seas, covering the lowlands of the south. At the same
timg this transfer of weight from the north has drawn the waters
awhy from the Arciic regionsand left the seabars and shoals to pro-
ject and become habitable. But this state of things is not always
togoon. The north is not always to bask in the longest surmer.

The earth, in addition to its diurnal and annual revolutions,
has a slow wabbling of its axes in the heavens. Itis precisely as
when one touches the rim of 4 top in rapid motion, the upper end

. of the atem describes asmall circle. 8o the mighty sun lays hold
of the protuberant rim of the great terrestial top, and it begins to

_ oscillate in the long period of 21,000 years. That is to say, on De-
cember 21, 1248, the earth made its nearest approach to the sun;
and it will approach equally near in 10,600 years from that time, or
in the year 11,748, on the 21et"of July. In the period.comprising
the first cage our northern winters are short and mild and our sum-
mers long and sunny. During the period of which the year 11,748
will be the middle, our winters will be severe and our summers
short. The northern hemisphere is now losing jts great summer.
In ahout 10,000 years it will be in the midst of ifs great and ter-
rible winter. Then the southern hemisphere will be full of sun-
light and prolonged warmth.

Now let us see whdt would result from this. The melting of
a mile in thickness of the ice-enpola of the gouth pole would raise
the sen-level at the north pole 300 feet, at London 200 feet, and at
New York 200 feet. If the whole ice-cupola were removed and an

equal quantity deposited at the north pole, there would be a deep-
ening of the sea at the arctic circle of 1,500 feet; at New York of
congiderably more than 10,000 feet. ’

. 'Thus it is seen that, as certainly as terrestrial revolutions con-
tinue, in the course of 10,000 years there must come an entire re-
versal of polar gonditions. The southern waters must be drained
off to make the oceans of am opposite hemisphere, New lands, en-
riched with the sediment of & hundred centuries, will rise up to
extend the borders of the old south continents, and islands joining
together will expand linto mainlands. At the same time the nor
thern continents must be in a great part eubmerged and their
summits and ranges hecome the bleak islands and the bold head-
lands of a tempestuous ocean. Central Asia, with its broad table
la.nds,'may still retain the name of a continent ; but beyond a few
out-lying islands there will be no Europe and but little of North
America left. The Atlantic waters will stand 500 fect over Lake
Superior, and will wash the base of the Rocky Mountains in all
their length. A new Gulf stream may again, asit must often have
done before, flow up the Valley of ,the Misgissippi; returning the

deltas to the prairies and remaking the beds of the garden of the
world. These are no idle orimposuible fancies. Not only are they
resulte of rigorous ealeulation, hut 'they accord perfectly with the

unmistakable evidences which the ocean has leff on all our land of
ite recent work and presence. ’

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS CONDITION OF BERLIN.
o
A M19810NARY of the Protestant Church gives & deplorable
the religions and social condition of Berhgn in t]:op‘ Churc;caﬁ::t: f
* The missions of the state,” he says, lately enabled us to have a
deeper look into the interior condition of the population. The ex-
periences mmade on this oceasion have procured us the certitude that
spiritual misery has gained a frightful extension among the poorer
classes. Their views of life show that the most absurd materialism
has roplaced the Holy Seripture, Among the working-classes the be-
bief has got a footing that men ere but animals, only with & little more
senne, nr;%tw: fr_eguentlyﬁl:n.rbﬂl;a peournful remark: * Do you think
we arp still stupid enough to believe in the im: i pr
¢ distinction of positigon and fortune, ook o soul

) the different ereiti
i ; contribute to undermine the belief in God. erg.‘zllleya%::r:iﬁ:s rce)f
ligion good enough for children, but rmere nonsense for grown-up

people. ‘We can well imagine that such ideas cannot furt is-
tianity. ¢ Chriet was a good wan,’ said one of the workmggr tghxg:
‘but he preached too much of loving our neighbors, whilst everybod;
ought to love themselvea best” I only quote these expressions to
illustrate the general decay of religion. It is fortunately mot onl

among the lower classes, but it is equally incressing among the s@mJz
called well educated. Only lsiely I heard in goad society the hope
expressed that thirty years hence there will be no more clergymen
because nobody wants to study theology ; *and how pleasant thas will
be,’ ss}d a man gf high standing, ‘when all the churches be
turned into places of amusements.’ Many, even ludies, boast of not
having been to church since their childhooed. The Bible is not true

they eay, and the life afler death a fable, but when such impiou;
people are on their death-bad, and when we are sometimes calied to
them, we find pothing but despondency and despnir.  As people have
neither the want nor the time for prayer, they also neglect to teach
their children to pray. When we request our parishioiers to attend
the church and receive the sacrament, they tell us that commoL, gense
has now tri.mphed over faith. wlich is falsehood gnd

Those who are not guite so bad have other excuses for not
the church ; the women say that their husbands prevent t)

e b
doing so, and the poor plead the want of proper clothes as axf n;xiltz:

swind ing.
attending

The profanation of Sundays increases more and more ; it seems as if
the day of Our Lord was established in Serlin to indulge in plensures,
which are very often criminal. The desire of gain induces the pro-
prietors of mannfactories to compel the poor workmen to work on Sun-
days, and thus, between the burden of labor and pleasures, people for-
get that which is most necessary—their salvation. An acoruing rest-
lestne:s characterises now the popiilations of all large cities. It makes
ons uncomforteble to witness the discontent of the working-clnsses
and their hatred against the rich. Aslong as they earn they never
think of eaving, and when they are ont of work and suffer from
poverty, they make their employers responsible for it. Another de-
plorable condition is that the ties of families are no longer respected,
which must hasten aocial and moral ruin. The introduction of eivil
marriage has done great harm, because paople in their ignorance will
not understend that this new law does not release them from their
duties to God, and the enemies of Chrisrianity use it to confirm them
in their belisf. A great number of children remain unbaptised, or are
only what they call christened by the magistrate. The Church has
no longer a right to ask whether people are married by a minister of
God or by sscular anthority. In one word, the confusion in this
sphere is already great, and unconscientious people still increase it.
“These are only a few sketches of the religious condition at Berlin,”
concludes the missionary. * Do not imagine that these few examples
which I have given are exceptional cases ; on the contrary, thoy conld
be counted by thonsands. The few romarks which I have quoted are
gymptoms of an impiety which is predominating.”

PARISIAN JOURNALISM,

TuE Paris correspondent of the London f Daily Telograph’ writes to
that journal on April 14: “ A new journal—or, rathor, an old one re-
vived—the ¢ Ctazetts,” has lost no Yime in anticipating the efforts of
the innumerable shests which are about to court the favor of defini-
tive Republicans, With a gentleman st its head who wae for many
years the right-hand man of M. de Villemessant, editor of the ¢ Figaro,’
the * Giazette’ very naturally inspired some distrust in the men of the
Third Republic. But M. Alfred 4’Aunay was not to be baunlked by
such & trifle as his antecedonts. He. declared that after baving passed
the best of his days with Bonaparbists, Royslists, and the intimate
friends of Henry Cing, he had come to the conclusion that their
morals and customs were not calculated to’regenerato France. Hence-
forth he was a Republican, and those who dared to suggest that he
was anything else would hare to answer for their temerity in a mortal
combet.” Nobody, however, thought it worth his while to take up the
challenga—perhaps because no one had any doubts as to the sincerity
of a conversion so rapidly performed, and perhaps, also, on actount of
the very innocuous character of the political leaders publishing in the
¢ Gazette. Be this ss it may, one thing is certain, and that is
the enterprising spirit displayed by the new editor in the conduct of
his journal. On finding that light political articles wherein the new
régime was supported in the fantastic atyle proper to the ¢ Figaro,’
when iu treats its readers to a political hors d’euvre, did not answer,
M. @Aunay ventured upon another tack. He offered o every six
months’ subscriber two hooks countaining the history of the Revolu-
t:on and the Empire by M. Thiers.. The iden was by no means a new
one, and yet some people who bad never read the works, and thought
it & good opporbumty of giving s Republican tono to their lLibrary,
bought the two huge volumee, and did not object to receive the
¢ Guzette * into the bargain. Now, there is no limit to the inventive
genins of a journalist who has been treined by M. de Villemessant,
and the veteran representative of the Parisian press was surely proud
of hia pupil when he s1w on the walls of ths city the following notice :
“ Read in to-morrow’s ‘Gazette’ the article on a diamond, by M.
Alfred @’Aunnay.” What was still & myatery to the public could be
none to the experienced eye of the editor of the * Figaro.” M. d’Aunay
was going actuslly to hand over the counter a diamond ring to every
one of his subscribers. Sure enough the next day the entire first page
of the journal was taken up by an address to all the ladies of France,
in which the writer promised that they should all wear & jewel of
price if their hustands, brothers, and lovers would subscribe to the
¢ Gazette’ for the year. In the middle of the sheet wers the different
models of stones specially cut for those who patronised the paper.
The gold ring and diamond could be had for fifty franes on condition
of receiving the ¢ Gazette’ for a whole year, Not only the first sheet;
of the journal, which is daily filled with this intevesting notiee, cate-
fully varied by the record of scenes between husband and wife on the
subject of the gem, but the office of the ‘ Gazetla’ in the Rue Drouot
has been turned into a regular jeweller’s shop.  All signe of the news.
paper have disappeared: nothing but chamonds are to be seen. Small
crowds collect in front of the windows and gaze intently upon these
wondrous stones. M. Gambetta’s modern Athenians will now be able
t0 wear rings on their fingers, and if the Republic lasts there is no
rerson why the ¢ Gozette ' should not supply them with all the other
necessities of Athenian life. Qui wivra verre. It may be that M.
d’Aunay is destined to become the victim of his pussionffor adorning
Republicans, and that the extrnordinary circulalion of the new dia-
monds may render him unable to pay the expenses of his jonrnal,

Histortcan! Fide * Jurors Reports and Awords, New Zealand
Exhibition.” Jurors: ). A. Kwen, J. Butterworth, T. C. Skinner.
* 8o far as the Colony is ¢oneerned, the dying of waterials is almost
entirely confined to the re-dying of Articles of Dress and Upholstery,
& most nseful arr, for there ars many biads of material that lose cheig
eolour before the textare is half worn. &. HiricH, of Dunedin
{DuseEniy DYE WoRKS, Greorge street, opposite Royal George Hotel)
exhibits a cass of specimens of Dyed Wools, Silks, and Feathsers, and
dyed shespskina, The colors on the wlhole are very fair, and refle:t
considerable eredit on the Exhibitor, to whom the Jurors racommended
anHonorary Certificate should be awarded.” Honorary l._‘ar_tiﬂu.te,
620: Gustay Hirsch, Dunedin, ior specimens of Dyisg in Silk
Fuathers, &o.
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