
A GOOD EXAMPLE.
When, some thirty yearsago, thepeople of Ireland began
to emigrate to Americain considerable numbers,anditwas
found that, accordingas they went outand got settled in
their new homes, they sent back to those whom they had
left behind means of following them, so that yearly the
stream flowed wider and faster, it might wellhave seemed
that,soon, notalone would the Irish racebecome extinct
intheir ownland,but that also, by adopting strange cus-
tomsina foreign country and forming there new ties and
new associations, they would totally lose theirnationality
and becomeAmericancitizens,and American citizens only.

But experiencehasamply shown how false wouldhave
been any such expectations. It is quite truethat theIrish
immigranthas cast inhis lotwith the greatnation that be-
friended him iv the hour of his adversity,andidentified his
hopes and prospects with those that lie openbefore it; but
stillhe retains, in all its freshness,his affection for the land
ofhis birth, andhas so impressed the hearts and minds of
his children with love for this, that America appears to
present the strange spectacleofa country containing within
her apeople possessed of a double nationality ;and Ire-
land, instead of being strippedof her childrenandjleft deso-
late, findsherself the mother,not onlyof those born upon
her soil, butlikewise of a newly-arisen nation that grows
mightier every day. On all sides the signs of this areevi-
dent. The details of Irish life "are reported at the other
side of the Atlantic even more fully than they are in the
■countrywhere they occur ; the history of the venerable
land is there repeated overand overagain,and her natural
features areminutely described, so that even thevery wild
flowers thatcarpetherhills anddalesfind a tongue to sound
their praises. Anditis wellthat itis so,for these recollec-
tions appeal to the highest natures of the men who cherish
them.

Although, perhaps,it maybeslightly at variance with
the spirit of the age, we cannot but think that itis of no
little advantage for individuals or societies tohave noble
ai^cedents on which to look back, and for nations in like
mannerto retainmemories of times goneby of which they
may justly beproud. It seems to us that suchrecollec-
tions must in some sort avail as safeguards against tempta-
tion and as further incentives to worthy courses;and,
where there are so many attractions of an opposite len-
dency as there are to beencountered daily, surely allsuch,
be theynever so trifling,are still of some value. "We hail
it, then,as a featuie of much importance in the character
of the Irish-American that he looks back with love and
reverenceupon the country of his fathers, for, indoing so,
thepurest feelings of his nature |find healthy exercise in
embracingaworthy object,and thus becomestrengthened
andintensified. Nor does this in any wayinterfere with
his loyalty to the great nation of which he is a member
actually,his interest inits welfare is not lessened,nor are
his actions towards its advancementhampered;on the con-
trary,he is the better qualified to work for its good, inas-
muchas heisabetter man than he otherwise would have
"been.

NEWSOF THE WEEK.
We are pleased to see that the report of the Inspector of

Public Schools in Nelson so favourably mentions a, number of
Catholic schools. Of St. Mary's boys' school, Nelson, under the
directionof Mr. Richards, it is said, "Good order wasmaintained,
under obviousdifficulties,andtheboysthroughout werewelltaught,
the arithmeticbeing exceptionally good. Not oneboyin the first-
class failed tosolve correctlyeveryquestionin thehighestpaper of
arithmeticset." Of the girls' school, taught by Sistersof Mercy,
weare told"This schoolwell deserves thehigh reputation it has
attainedforgoodorganisationandsound teaching." Of St. Mary's,
Ahaura,also under the Sisters of Mercy, we find

"
Great improve-

ment hasbeen made in this school during the past year. The
numberof goodreaders hasbeennearly doubled, thehand-writing
ismore shapely,andnoscholar in the first class failedto pass in
anarithmetic paper whichrequireda knowledgeof proportionand
practice." And of St. Patrick's, Charleston, conducted by Mr.
O'Donahue, weread,"Thepresentmaster had been at work only
amonth at the time of my last inspection. He had contrived,
nevertheless,in thatbrief spacetoreduce to perfect obediencethe
rather unruly scholars with whomhehad todeal.'

We havereceivedfrom theGovernmentprinterNo.8 ofHansard
Labbikinisjicontinues to exhibit variedphenomena. Last week

the inhabitants of Addingtonwere alarmedby a fire which was kindled" for fun" by certai*youths infected with this disorder, andby which
anout-house wasburned. Fowl-stealing,itappears, is also a favorite
frolic in the same neighborhood.

The earthquake shocks which were felt last week, evidently
affected the bottom of the sea to a considerabledegree, as whenthe
City of New York was making the run from Lyttelton to Port
Chalmers,it wasobserved,in one part of her course, that the water
wasmuddy.

The arrival of the s.s. Taupo at the Kattraystreet whavf is a
marked event in the annals of Otago Harbor. This vessel belongs^to
theUnionCompany, and is the largest thatjhas ever beenmoored at
the wharfin question. Her advent washailed with muck satisfaction
by the citizens of Dunedin, many of whom visited her in her new
position,and were highly pleased with her superior fitting up and
accommodationfor passengers.

The pity accorded to peoplesuffering from sea-sicknessis gener-
ally regulated by the belief that their agonies are wholesome. We
are, however, warned that the affection in question is sometimes
dangerous, by a melancholy occurrence that lately took place at
Wanganui, where a youug lady, whohadgone there fromCanterbury
for thepurpose of being married, died soon after landing,in conse-
quence of havingburst a blood-vesselin her illness on the passage.

The Rev.J. Golden hasopened anew church at Ohaupo, Auck-
land. The building is handsome, and does much credit to the in-
habitants of the district whereithas been erected. Itis said to stand
on a site, from whicha magnificent view of the surrounding country
is commanded.

Those parties who were disposed to make capital out of the
alleged touching of the s.s. City of SanFrancisco on a sani-bank at
Port Chalmers, have no doubt been disappointed by the successful
entrymade by the City of New York. So timid hadCaptain Cavarly
became, owing to the reports bruited about, and which are credibly
affirmed tohave no foundation whatever, as itis deniedoncompetent
authority that the City of SanFrancisco touched as asserted, thathe
prevailedupon the CLiief Harbor Master to give him a, written guar-
antee before he wouldallow his vessel to cross the bar,a most un-
necessaryprecaution, since there was, infact,not the least likelihood
of any catastropheoccurring, as the sequelproved.

The
'Melbourne

'Argus,' speaking of the rescuedFenianprison-
ers,says: "The prisoners were actually takenawaywhile wearing
the convict garb by themaster of anAmerican ship, who despatched
aboat ushore for "the purpose. It is impossible to suppose that the
mandidnot know very wellwhat he was doing, andhis proceedings
areprecisely as if aFrench boatwere to run to thehillofPortland,
and take awayasmany convicts from there as could crowd intoher.
The Imperialauthorities arebound to take cognisance of the episode,
and todemandsubstantialredress. We shall be told,nodoubt, that
the escaped convicts are political refugees, and attention may be
drawnto the fact that Communist convicts frequently arrive inAus-
tralia without thepermission.of their gaolers. But the attempt at a
parallelwill deceiveno one."

Thb
'Westport Times' says:

— "The English birdssonumerous
inandaroundNelson have made their way across the ranges to the
Coast, as evidenced by thenumber of green linnets observablein the
paddocks at the Orawaiti, and even as near town as the gardens
around the Eev. Father Walsh's residence. Between the Orawaiti
andWaimangaroa Californianquail arebecomingplentiful,andlarks
areheardon the Pahikis, although hawks make them their special
prey,asat Waite's, Pahikis,and Addison's. While onthesubject are-
minder to theparents of lads in the district maynot be out of place.
Shanghai shooting is a favoriteamusementamong the youngsters, and
themore tame thebirdsarethebettershot they afford to theseyoung
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We should, therefore, gladly see like sentiments ofveneration towards their far-off home fostered in.theheartsof their childrenby all Irishmeninthese Colonies. In this
theymay wellimitate their brethren inAmerica, assured
that they aredoing a goodwork,and one that willalike be
profitable to those immediately concerned and to thecom-
munity ingeneral. Moreover they would thus aidinform-
inga tie ofbrotherhood,of Those universality somevainly
dream andbombastically declaim,but which would become
widespreadinhereafter uniting together at least large sec-
tions ofnations otherwise distinct.

Government of England not only permits all to come to its
aid in the matter of the education of Jthe masses, butholds
out a premiumto the various denominations to maintainand
establish denominational schools. And it is only when these
denominations are unable to meet the wants of the rising
generation thatitpermits— nay,reluctantly permits— theexis-
tence of School Boards and secular schools. Denominational-
ism, then, is the leading feature, indeed, the very principle,
of the law of England in reference topopulareducation,and
Secularism is the exception— a deplorable exception— which
nothing but thegravestnecessity can excuse or tolerate.

Allwisestatesmen, as "well as alltrueChristians,willap-
plaud the determination of theEnglishG-overument touphold

principle of denominational education. It is the only
principle that can secure the moral andintellectual training
of the masses, and the peace and wellbeingof society. It is
to be hoped that in the new Education Bill, which willbe
sooner or laterproposedfor this colony,the principleof de-
uominationalismwillbe a leadingcharacteristic. The various
denominations of the colony shouldbe encouragedandaided
by the Government to establish schools, and purely secular
schools should notbe tolerated, exceptwhen there is noother
provision made for primary education:and denominational
schools should be the rule, secular schools the rare exception.
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