
Ebcbntproceedings intheHungarianParliamentdiscloseda mos
remarkable discovery. The story, as condensed, from the officialt
reports is that twopeasants,frcmthevillageof Ivan Bgerzeg,near
the ancient city ofNeszprim, andnot far from LakeBalaton, came
toPesth,and toa jeweller,offered some broken fragments of what
evidently was someveryoldgulden ornament for female wear,pro-
bably a bracelet or band for theupper arm. The jewellerques-
tioned the shepherds, and their answers being unsatisfactory,he
had the men arrested on suspicion of being thieves. On the
examination they tolda tale which was soastonishing that it was
communicatedto theMinister of the Interior,and this functionary
ordered aninvestigation by scientific officers. The information of
the shepherdswas, thatinthe woodsskirting IvanEgerzeg, where
theyhadsomehuts for shelter when out atnight, theyhadbeen
digging atalittlehill. Suddenly they cameupon whatappeared
tobea square structureofbrick walls, witha stone covering the
aperture. Removing this stone, they found that these walls en-
closed an opening into the earth,and resolved to soundits depth.
Lowering a stone tied toa rope, they ascertained that the shaft,
about three feet in diameter, or nine square feet,descendedper-
pendicularly toadepthofoverahundredsquare feet. The pebble
theyhad loweredreached whatseemed like a stone floor beneath,
andfromthe sound itselfthey judged that this openingmust lead
tosomesubterranean cavern orhall. A day or twoafterwards the
shepherds were again at work. They prepared a small square
board,freighted withstones, and in the centreof it they placed
threelighted candles. This they let down through the shaft, and
by the light ofthe candles they saw distinctly that the inner sides
of the shaftwere smoothandapparentlyendedinsomelargeapart-
ment. They nextpreparedarope ladder ofthe requisitelength,
securing several lanterns, and then one of them lethimself down
the shaft At the bottom he stood in wonderment as he gazed
upona large square hall,the walls covered with fadedpaintings,
chairs,benchesand tables standing around, ornamentedwith gold
and ivory,and large heavy doors, hung ongolden hinges, leading
to other rooms. The shepherdclimbed the ladder and told his
companionof the discovery. Both of them went down together,
and found themselves in a succession of rooms abounding with
elaboratelycarvedfurniture of astyle theyhad never seenbefore.
Insomeof them were low, large stands, evidently onceused for
beds;there were also closets, bureaus containing armlets, rings,
medals, coins, daggers, chains,swords,shields andhelmets. There
werealso breastplatesof leather, covered with iron andstudded
with ornaments in gold. Some of the armlets they took away,
broke themupand carriedthem away to Pesth for sale, in which
transaction they were arrested, as above stated. The officers of
the Hungarian Ministry of the Interior began their investigation
under the ancient law which makes all such discoveries thepro-
pertyof the crown, and their report as communicated toParlia-
ment,is stillmore startling. Their researches clearlyestablish it
asa fact that this subterranean structure wasundoubtedly anold
Roman castle,builtmany centuries before theHuns and Magyars
left their Asiatic homes to invade this part of Europe. This
section of Hungary was the province of Pannonia, of the Roman
Empire, andin the vicinity of Lake Balatonthere wasalargeper-
manentRomancamp, the agricultural and military settlements of
of theRoman extending formanymiles, and tracesof thisRoman
occupation, which continued down to the sixth century of the
Christian era,have repeatedly been found. But how this vast
structure, whichis said tocover two acres, and built twostories
high, withmassive wallsof stoneandbrick, was coveredwithearth
to the depthofmore thansixty feet, over whicha forest ofheavy
timber hadgrownvp

—
a forest, too, that is mentioned as existing

in the oldest preservedchroniclesof thekingdom, the officers have
so far found, is impossible to account for. Inone room several
skeletons of humanbeingshavebeenfound,but thebonesweretoo
much decayed to indicate with certainty the race to which they
belong. A thorough searchof this wonderfulbuilding is nowpro-
posed. The shaft through which the first discovery was made is
believedtohave beeneither a chimney or an observatory orlook-
out,as ironhooks havebeen found fastenedto the wall inside, to
whichmeans of ascent anddescent wereprobably attached.

THE POLISH PERSECUTION.
TheChurch of Poland haß not ceased to suffer. Her martyrdom
continues withunabated ferocity, andher glorious patience is still un-
exhausted. To read the Polishpapers of the last twomonths, seems
likeperusing a chapter from the history of the Church of the Cata-
combs, and they,being placedunder the control of the government,
contain but a faint outline of the truth. As in the first centuries of
Christianity paganism made a supreme effort to quenchthe lightof
faith, so schism is now inPoland endeavoring toaccomplish the same
impossibility. The renewalof theheroic struggle of yearshas begun,'
and with the sameresult. On the one hand we have torecordRus-j
sian barbarity and violence, andon theother Polish andCatholic con-l
stancy and heroism. The questionof the suppressionof theUnitedl
Greek Church is still stoiu quo, notwithstanding the cruelty and
iniquitous violence of the Russian officials. The massacres of Drelow
and Pratalin only seived to strengthen the faith nnd increase the
spiritof resistance on the part of the unhappy inhabitants of Pod-
lachia. They willnot frequent theEussianChurch or hold any com-
munication with the Greco Russian priests. The spectacle is con-
sequently presented of an entire people preparing for martyrdom.
Recently theEussian mayors of the various villages, ordered that all
children shouldbe baptisedin theEussian Church. Theinhabitants
refused obedience to the decree,and the soldiers received the com-
mand to take the littleones from their parents and baptise themby
force. AtForespolapoor womanhadher infant lorn fromherarms

A RACE WITH AN AVALANCHE.—
»-t
—

Itwas fouryearsagolastwinter. Iwascomingdown withatrain
loaded withcattle. The weather hadbeenbadfor weeks, andthe
snow lay deep,but was melting off fast inthe warm weather that
hadlastednearlya week. Thegroundwas saturated,andInoticed
thatthings lookedshakyon the mountain. Iwas feelingmy way
carefully, thinking the track might spring, asthebed waswetand
sloppy, whenjust asIgot around thepoint of this ridge,Ilooked
up,andit seemedto me that the whole mountain abovemehad
brokenloose. For hundredsof feet widethehillsidewasinmotion
andcharging downonme.

Theslidestarted100 yardsabovethetrack,andwascoiningright
downonme like lightning. Eocks, trees, andsnowdriftsplunged
downthe face of themountainwitha thundering roar,andseemed
bentonoverwhelmingus andburying us inthe canon thousandsof
feet below,Iwas neverso close to death before,althoughIhave
hadmy share ofperilsonthe road.

For a momentIwas stupified, the danger was so greatand
escape so hopeless,but only for a moment. Ideterminednot to
die withoutan effort, but clapped onall steam, while the brakes
were thrownoff atthe same time. You can see for yourself that
the gradeis heavy here,and can believethat wemade fast time.
The engine seemed toknow her danger, andto gatherherselfftor
aneffort, she leaning, quivering, and snorting downthe grade in
themaddest raceIeversaw.

Down came the avalanche like lightning directly upon us,
throwing up clouds of flying snow and splinters androcks, and
awayflew the old engine like a thingof life and beauty,as she
was,dragging the cars like the -wind down the gradealfter her,
abreast the slide. Butit seemeddoomed tobe allinvain. The
avalanche came faster every moment. Itwas almostupon us.
The rocksbegan toboundagainst the carsandover them, andthe
train washiddeninacloudof snow. But we wereflying through
the air now j the wheels seemed neverto touch therail, and jus*
asIwasgiving uphopethe engine rushed past the littlepointof
land just back .there where the littleravine comes down. Thia
turned the current of the slide,so to speak,a little,and wasour
salvation.

The engine rushedpast thepoint just asthe slidereachedthe
track,andabig pine,uprootedin the edgeof the avalanche,fell
acroEs thenextcar to thehist one,andcrushedit. Thetrack was
swept awaylike acobwebinagale,the coupling ofthe carsbroke,
and the cars fell into the chasm left inthe wakeof theslide, and
were carried down to the river a thousand yards below. What
there is leftofthemlies there yet. The jerkmade the engine and
train jump the track, butshe keptonher feet, andgotoff witha
few bruises. ThatIaccount one of th» greatest dangersIever
met inmy twenty yearsofrailroading,—' SanFranciscoChronicle.'
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by the military. She clung toit,and the soldieractually cut her fin-gers off withhis sword, in order to force her torelease the child. Afc
Siedlec and at Biala 300 Catholics were recently arrested and sentinto Siberia, for refusing to embrace the Orthodox religion as it iscalled. Themitred Abbot Zegera, and the priestRossozDmochow-ekihavebeen banished and the churches which they servedclosed.The churches of Lesna,Koden,Mattora,Gorra,Eossoz,Terespol,andPratalinharebeei desecratedand those ofBialaandLesna converted
into Eusßo Greek churches. The splendid monastery of Bialahasbeen suppressedand turned into barracksfor soldiers, the famous col-lection of pictures whichitcontained ruined,andits ancient cemetery
desecrated and thebones of the dead scatteredabroad, toenable the
troopsto dig a garden onits site. GovernorGromecka, theprincipalauthor of the Podlachian excesses, which were so univereal^uion-demned last year,and which were evenblamedby the Eussianpress,
has been deposed,and,strange to say, he owes his downfallto theEussian ArchbishopJoanicius, who wasunable totoleratehis cynicism
and cruelty. This estimable man, although a schismatic, when
recently inPodlachia onapastoraltour, was so disgustedat whathe
saw there that he publicly upbraided the Governor and Eussianpriestsfor their monstrous behaviourinpersecuting the poor Catho-lics,and onhis return to Warsaw, reportedall he hadseen to the
Government insuch amanner that it was obliged toremoveGrom-ecka,but at the same timeit tookcare to translate ArchbishopJoani*
civs to the distant see of Czernichow. It is to this gentleman thatthePodlachianß owe the temporary suspension of their persecution,which,however,isbeginning again,now thathis excellentinfluence is
nolongerexertedon their behalf. Many Catholic priestshave been
lately exiled,andnot a few sent to Siberia. Amongst these was the
Eev. V. Kalinsky, whose father was barbarously murdered by the
Russianslast year. This unfortunate priest actually died of starva-tion, forhe was driven fromhis homepennilessin the deadof winter
to seek an asylum in some foreign country. He walked for manymiles,but fell uponthe road to Piotrkow, and was founddeadsome
days afterwards,amartyr to the faith of Christ. ItBeems actually
impossible that such horrors can be permitted in a century like the
present,whichboasts so much of its superiorcivilisationand tolera-
tion;but Eussiaappears tobe aprivileged country andis allowedto
do with the people over whom she tyrannises as she chooses, without
provokingmuch indignation evenin free AmericaandEngland. The
truth is, weknowand hear little about the evil doings of this vast
empire, and good care is taken that we shall hearand knowas little
as possible. The Eussian and Polishpress dare not raisea complaint,
and consequently theGerman,which obtains its news from them, tell*
but very little concerning the movements of the Eussians in the
interior of Poland. It is only through the exiles that we obtain
genuine information,or by chance, as we didlastyear, through the
American Ambassador. Our readers will remember thatitis to Min-
ister Jewell we owe theknowledge of the truthconcerning those hor-
rible massacres of Catholicsin the interior of Poland,whichproduced
sopainful an impression throughout the civilised world.
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