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BEER-DRINEING PLANTS,

[From the *Rochester Express.”]

ANY one whe is interested in plent culture, more partieslarly window
gnrdening, canpot fail to bave observed how beautifnlly climbing and

owering-plants, snd more especially the ivy and rose geranium,
always look in the larger-beer saloon windows. No matter what the
exposure of the window or whether it be of large or small dimensions
the plants it contains invariably present an appearance of such thrift
andll)uxurianoe as to cause the envy of the observer, and evoke the
query as fo the cause of the phenomenon.

Accordingly, while passing by a ssloon window the other day,
the plant stand of which was more than ordinarily beautiful, we de-
termined, if possible, to solve the mystery. An ivy, which climbed
up the window in a wealth of folinge and thence was trained along
the wall and reached nearly to the canive of the large room, was our
first objech of investigation. Approaching & rubicund Teuton, with
a well-developed forecastle, and persuasion distilling from his mildly
curling lips, we asked him, after tossing off a schoppen of beer, “How
is it your plants always do ro nicely—this ivy, for instance, which
was only one quarter its present eize last summer?” *‘Ah! wmein
freund, I tell you,” was the reply: “I put mein plants in big pota to
start mid, den I always give dem hlenty light, and every Wednesday
und Saturday I feed dem mit beer—~from a half glass to a pint, accor-
ding to de size of de plant—de hops in de beer mnke him fas, I
change mein soil every five or six months, and de cigar smoke in de
saloon keepa de bugs away.”

Here, then, was the solution. We were aware that beer was fatten-
ing to many persons, bat it was the first time that we had ever heard
of ite fattening plants. The ivy in guestion was started from n slip &
Fear ago only, and on measuring it was found to be a trifle lesa than
twenty-four feet long. In addition to the main leader, which was
remarkably thick and covered with leaves and small side-shoots, were
three other shoots, varying in length from ten to fifteen feet, and ap-
porently hurrying to catch up with the leader. The growth of the
plant did not appear at all forced, but, on the contrary, healthy and
natura}.ll. Other plants_in_the, window were of equally remarkable

rowth.
& To all those who have been unsuccessful in house eulture we
commend the abeve diet. The stimulating properties of ammonia
and liguid manure as applied to growing plants are well known ; wine
diluted with water is also used in some parts of Glermany where the
article is cheap, but for o steady diet we are inclined to the belief
that beer and cigar smoke will carry off the palm.

DECLINE OF THE TRISH LANGUAGE,
—_—
‘We recently quoted from a Dublin contemporary [the remsarkable
statement that while in Scotland no less than #hree sorinls devoted to
the cultivation of the Gtaelic language and literature were published,
Treland possessed not one. This 1s the more remarkable when we re-
collect that Scotland has & much smaller population than Ireland, and
that the bulk of that population ure lowland Scotch of German or
Danish descent, who care nothing about Gaelic. 1f the Scotch had
such o mine of archaeological lore in their ancient language as Treland
can boaet of, 1t would be some apology for their Irish neighbors, who
huve not, however. even that poor excuse. On this hesd Professor
Spalding, of Aberdeen University, himself a Scotchman, tells us, in
his “ History of English Liternture :”—* It does not appear that the
Beottish Celts can point to literary monuments of any kind having an
antiquity at all comparable to this {ihe Irish). Indeed, their social
position wns in all respects much below that of their Western kins-
men, It does not appear rash to say, that the Irish possess contem-
porary histories of their country, written in the language of the
people, and suthentic, though mengre, from the fifth century ora
little later. No other pation of modern Europe is able to make a
similar bonst.” If thie national disgrace arose from apathy on the
fart. of Irishmen in general we should not refer to it; but it does not,
& is part and parcel of an Irishman’s nature to love his land and to
love his land’s language. How, then, are we to account for the ano-
maly noticed above ?  Simply by stating that it has been and is Eng-
lish policy in Ireland to eradicate the ancient language of the people.
And the reason is obrious.

The language and the nationality of & nation are’so clesely inter-
woven that if either be destroyed the other will probably perish.
There wae a philosophy in Sir Walter Scott’s observation, that when
Froderick the Greut affected to patronise the French language and
literature, and to despise his own, he paved the way for the subse-
quent success of the French army sud the humilintion of Prussia. We
know, too, that the first German movement agninst French domina-
tion in the beginning of the present contury originated with the poets
and universities of Glermany. The * Niebelungen” and many a
“ yoterslandlied ” had their share in the great result. If the Irish
national langunge and literature are allowed to die on the lips and in
the hearts of our people, in vain [will Irish nationaliste agitate and
make speeches ; they will have lost their ples, and the name Irishman
may be exchanged for West Briton. Nationality bids us cherish our
native Gaelic; but it stands on ite own merits.  Its form hath not
lost gll its originel brightness.” Ite Pheenician origin connects it with
the language of the Pentateuch, and it takes its place with the He-
brew as ove of the duughtors of Aryan Sancrit. Some sentences in
one of the plays of Plautus prove to a demonstration that it is almost
identical with the langusge of Carthage, the haughty republic thut
long rivalled Rome in arms, sn® surpassed her in wealth and com-
merce, It is, therefore, not the rude dialect of the unlettered serf ;
it is the longuage of the navigator who doubled the Cape of Glood
Hope throe thousand years before Vasco de Gams was born—of the
general who crossed the Alps 2000 years before Buomsparte. Soms
of our countrymen may be misled into the belief that its literature
contains nothing to adequately reward the student for his pains; this
is & grave mistake. T'he array of its lost books is indeed enough
to sadden the Philo-Celtioc student; bubt hesides the twenty-

saven books on various subjects which are known to be lost, enough
etill remains to rewsrd the laborer one hundred-fold. Its MSS., i6 is
trus, ave scattered over Burope; bmt the library of Trinity College
Dublin, alone contains more than one hundred and forsy volumes ;
the collection in the Royal Irish Academy is even more axtensiva;
there is a large collection of Gaelic MSS. in the British Museum, and,
in the Bodleian Library at Oxford ; there is the Stowe collection of
T.ord Ashburnham, and the colleetion at Louvain, Brussels, Bobbio,
and Rome, The late Professor O’Curry has well observed that any
one well read in the comparatively few existing fragments of our
Gaedhelie literature, and whose education had been confined solely to
this| source, would find that there were but few indeed’ of the great
events in the history of the world with which he was noh‘acquainted *#
Enough haa been aaid to show that tine Present supine in'diﬂ‘arem.:e
with regard to the cultivation of Trish nationsl Literature ought not to ‘
be allowed to continue. Teolated efforte in some of the great cities
have from time to time been made; it is to be regrotted thet these
have not been as successful as they deserved. Vet it meeds but to
arouse our people to the importance of the subject and set before
them some tangible mode of dealing with it, and we are ssnguine it
would be en accomplished fact.—* Pilot.’

THE MARTYRS OF FPARIS.

TaE ‘Tllusirated Monitor gives the following letter from o
Priest residing in Paris, to another living in Ymval :—

¥ A sudden cure took place here last Wednesday at the altar of
our Martyrs. Mdlle. de Ris, a very pious girl, aged 20 years, had
been suffering for more than a yearfrom e violent disenss, causing one
of her legs to be completely bent, 5o, in order to keep it straight, the
doctors made use of an appliance which, though it partly effected its
purpose, caused the poor girl intense puin, Mdlle. de Bis at length
finding that her cure waa not likely to be wrought by any earthly
means, begged to make a novena to our Martyrs, fully convinced she
would be cured if she were earried to the tomb of the Fathers. A
novens of,Masses and prayers was begun, and on Wednesday, at ten
o'clock, the sick girl arvived ; she was in her bed, which was borne by
two litter-bearers, and was sccompanied by two Infirmarian Sisters,
her mother and father; the former a good Christian, the Iatter a
Freethinker. During the Mass Mdlle. de Ris suffered great pain,
which lasted until the Communion, when she received our Divine
Lord, and offered herself resignedly to Him., Then it was that her
sufferings gradually abated, and soon after she foit able to move the
bandaged leg, and uttered in a low wvoice, ‘Y am cured,” which worda
were heard by her friends around her, and P. Martignan at that mo-
ment descending from the altar. The young girl was then carried to
the parlor, where only & few persons were admitted to examine the
limh, now guite flexible and free from pain. She oxpressed o wish to
get up and walk about, which her father would wot permit, and he
ordered the litter-bearers to convey her back to the house. On ar.
riving there Dr. Desormeanx was summoned, and affer examining the
leg, pronounced her cure ineontestable; the second doctor, a e
thinker, also came in, and he said that the imagination had re-acted
upen the nervous gystem, and that when the excitement would sub.
side, the malady would return, therefors, in prudence she should not
be permittedfto leave her bed. This latter advice the father faithfully
carried oub, and only to-day Mdlle. de Ris hus been permitted fo rise.
She feels no pain whatever, but the leg is extremely weak, and not
able to sustain the weight of the body. XItis thought that another
novena will complete the care thus marvellously effected, the sight of
which fiiled those who were witnesses of it with deep ,gralitude and
emolion.”

DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH.

In eighteen centuries this title has only been conferred upon
soventeen of the host of learned writers whom the Church records
among her canonized saints. The last of these was St. Alphonsus
Marin de Liguori, Bishop of St. Agatha, in the kingdom of Naples,
and founder of the Congregation of the Most Hely Redeemer, and
of the cloistered nuns of the same name, who, by a decres of Pius
IX. of the 28rd Marech, 1871, was placed in the same runk in the
Churel’s Liturgy. This act of the Holy See had been solicited hy no
less thon sight hundred and three Bishops, that ie, by alarge majority
of the episcopate of all countries, and by twenty-five generals of reli-
gions orders, besides theologioal faculties and chapters. N othing °
conld more foreibly prove how widespread has become the inflzence
and how great the reputation for sanctiy and learning of Rt. Alphona
sus during the eighty-nine years that heve elapsed since his death.
The following is & list of the Church’s Doctors, arranged according to -
the date of ther death:—

AD.
368.
378.
379.
389.
397.
407.
420.
430.
450.
460,
604.
606

1072,

1109.

§t. Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers,

8t. Athanasius, Patrierch of Alexandrig

&t. Basil, Archbishop of Cemsares

8t. Gregory Nazianzen, Patriarch of Constantinople

8t. Ambrose, Archbishop of Milan

St. John Chrysostom, Patriarch of Constantinople

3t. Jerome, Priest

St. Angustine, Bishop of Hippo

&t, Peter Chrysologus, Archbishop of Ravenna

St. Leo, Pope

8¢, Gregory, Pope

8t. Isidora, Archbishop of Seville

8t. Peter Damian, Cardinal Bishop of Oatia

St. Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury

1153. St. Bernard, Abbot of Citeaux

1274, St. Thomns Aquines, O.F,

1274. 8t. Bonaventure, Cardinal Archbishop of Albano

1787. 8t. Alphonsus de Lignori, Bishop of St. Agatha. .
It will be seen by this list, that of all the grest canonised writers

who have appeared within the last six hundred years only St. Al-

phonsus has s yet received the title of Doctor.—N. Y. ‘ Freeman.’



