
"Don't mind |him, darling," said the'Colonel, caressingly;
"heisa crabbedfellow

—
aterribleearlydisappointment made him

so." The tears dropped uponthe work which she had takenup.
"He shall not bringhis moroseness to trouble you," he added,
rising;, "andI'lltellhim so.""O, pleasedon't speak to him about it,"saidRosine, drawing
ColonelHavtland down by her side. "Itis something in connec-
tion withLaura thatmakes him angry with me."

"Hehasno right tobe angry with you on any account. I'll
not havesuch ungentlemanly conductinmyhouse!

"
"Please don't speak to him about it, father," she pleaded,

using thepaternal title as a sure passportto his heart,"itwill
passover soon,andhe willbeaskindas ever."

Only a fewdays wentby before Lauracome to pourout her
heart toRosine,and to say farewell. Somebody hadbeentoher
father with the tale of her misdoings, she was sure it wasNed.
Atany rate, Captain Marten had insisted upon her quittingLe
Compte's society at once:this she found almost impossible, ashe
met her everywhere. Only the day before, her father while
threatening to shut her in solitary confinement, saw LeCompte
pass the window, bowing and kissing his hand to her,whichso
exasperatedthe oldsailor that hebade herpackandbe readyfor
her aunt's at once,where she should stay till she could behave
herself andmindher father. She had tried,againandagain, she
said,andwept while shesaid it, toberidof the man;she did not
care for him;Rosine knew she was faithful to Aleck! The young
girl looked up doubtingly at this assertion. "TrulyIam," she
reiterated. Le Compte knows of our engagement, and seems so
perfectly to understand our position, thatIreally think it very
oldfogyish in my father tomake such ado about nothing." She
laidherheadinherfriend's lapandwept heartily, wished shehad
neverseenLe Compte, was afraidof him, and yet drawn towards
him.

"
What should she do?" washerinquiry.

Rosine beggedrenewedlythatthe secretmightbemade known
at once toher father.

"What, withoutAleck tohelpher bear the
consequences? No, never. Captain Marten would," she knew,
"be more indignant than ever." Rosine summoned her moral
courage for a desperateventure; her timid nature would hardly
havebroughther to the step,but for the counsel andblessing of
Father Roberts, which she had sought during her indisposition.
Weary with the long contention between her will andconscience, j
she hadatlengthsubmitted to rightful guidance, and given the
requiredpromise that the intimate friendship shouldbegiven up;
andnow whenshe was ready to yield, though Laura was as dear
toher as ever,Providence opened the waythat made the effort
she had dreaded for so many weeks comparatively easy. Once
bring the rebellious will into astateof submission to knownduty,
andmyriads of obstacles that before seemed insurmountable, take
flight directly. ShetoldLaura decidedly that she couldno longer
beboundby the secret;she hadsinnedby her share init, lost the
Doctor'sfriendship, andwas suspectedof double-dealing, and she
avowed her intention, if an opportunity offered, to tellwhatshe
knew;she thought it wouldbebetter for Laura aswell asherself.
Her friendwasvery angry,accusedher of treacheryandmeanness,
said it was like all Catholic priests, interfering between friends.
Rosine inher turn, incensed by the reflection on Father Roberts,
recriminated, charging Laura with using her as aninstrument to
her own ends,and in a moment of time the chain of friendship
wasrupturedbetween the two.

proceedings are calculated to createa very wide breach. Atallevents,
a state of feeling will probably arise which we must all deplore.,
BishopMoran saidinhis evidence thatif thehistorical portionof the '
case were gone into,it would never end. Unless your Worship is
preparedtodismiss this information,Isubmit that averygrave re*
sponsibility rests with your Worship. Wecannotpossibly foresee
whatangry feelings may rise amongst' the various sectsin this Pro-vince,and whatbad feelings may be engendered. Bishop Moranhas
brought the case into the Court. He has givenhis versionof it, and
Isubmit that no possible good canresult by sending itto a higher
Court. There is no libel involvedin it,and the body of persona
mentionedin the information arenot effectedby it. Isubmit there
is noprlma facie case made out for the prosecution. Ihave there-
fore to ask your Worship to give fullconsiderationto the whole of
the evidence and to the statementof my client, Mr.Bell;andIcon-
fidently ask that this nforinationshouldbe dismissed. Ihave one
witness tocall:

—
Frederick GeorgeWetham, reporter,deposed:lamtempor-

arily acting as sub-editor in the
'
EveningStar' office. Iwasso

employedon the 3rd July. Ihaveread the paragraphcomplained
of. Mr.Bellwasnot consultedasto itspublication. Tomyknow-
ledge,hehashasacquiescedin,orconsentedto,itspublication. The
paragraph wascut out of the * Tuapeka Times.' Itwas thereI
first sawit.

Cross-examined:When Isay that Mr.Bell didnot acquiesce
initspublication,Imeanthat Mr.Bell did not seeitbefore, and
neither expressedapproval or disapproval after its publication.
Noexpressionof regret has appeared in the " Evening Star*con-
cerning thepublicationof thatparagraph. Ihavebeenconnected
withnewspapers for upwards of three years. Eeaders of news-
papers aresupposedtobe fond of "spicy morsels." WhenIsaw
the paragraphitdidnot strike me thatitwould causeagreatsen-
sation. Ilookedupon it as an ordinary paragraph. Iknow the
gentlemanreferred toasPereHyacinthebyhearsay. Iknowthat
the referencetoFather Hyacinthe had relation to themarriageof
aCatholicpriest,and that it causedagreatsensation;butIwas
of opinionthat after the eximple set by PereHyacinthe the sen-
sation causedby themarriageof aCatholicPriest wouldnotbe so
great. I saw that the event forming the subject of this
charge was stated to have occurred in Dunedin, or referred
to a Catholic clergyman residing in Dunedin; but it was not
importing Dunedin news from Tuapeka, ai a thing might
be known in Tuapeka and not in Dunedin. Ifirst saw
the paragraph on the morning of the 3rd in the 'Tua-
peka Times/ which is published on Friday or Saturday.
The supplementof the 'TuapekaTimes' is publishedin the'Star'
office, andconsists of telegraphic,Parliamentary, andothermatter
reprinted from the 'Star.' lam positiveIdid not see thepara-

1 graphbefore it waspublished inthe " TuapekaTimes.' The local
wascut from thebody ofthe paper andnot from the supplement.
Iknow who inserted the paragraph in the'Star.' Iwillnot say
who insertedit because Imight criminate myself. Imade no
inquiry as to thetruthofthe statementbeforeIsaw theparagraph
in the

'
Star.' Ithought if it wereuntrue itwouldbe contradicted.

The paragraph was cut out in the ordinary way. Ihavebeenon
t'.ie 'Star'about three yearsand a-half, andam acquaintedwith
thespiritandstyleof thepaper. Ido not thinkBishopMoraa is
one of the Deities the " Star

'worships. The Bishop is oftenhit
pretty hard by the

'
Star'

—
blows are freely exchanged. Idon't

think the 'Star
'

usually exercises an editor's privilege of having
the last word, though somepapersdo. The attitudeof the 'Star'
hasnot been generallyhostile toBishopMoran— therehavebeen
differences of opinion between the editor and Bishop Moran on
certain matters,butIdonot know that the toneof the'Star'has
beenhostile to Bishop Moran personally. Idon't knowthat thia
paragraphhasbeen telegraphedfromthe

'
Star' office toanyother

paper.
Re-examined:Neither Bishop Morannor any one elseasked

that this paragraph might be contradicted. IfIhad receiveda
letter asking that it might be contradicted,it would havebeen
inserted. BishopMoran's letters have always receivedattention
andbeenpublished in the

'Star.' They may possibly add to the
circulation of the 'Star,' but they are not inserted with that
intention.

This closedthe case for the defence.
His Worship, insumming up, said:At this stageof thepro-

ceedings, the first partIhave to consider is
—

Has there beena
libellousparagraph published,a misdemeanour committed, oria
the contention of the learned counsel for the defencecorrect, that
thepublicationof theparagraphinquestionis innosense libellous ?
The law of the matter is laid down with sufficient clearness to
enableme tocometoaright conclusion in regard towhatmy duty
in the matter is. Imay notice that once or twice counsel haa
suggested thatIwasapparently indulgent to the onesideinshow-
ingfavour. Imust repudiate anythingof the kind. lamhere to
administerthe laws to thebest myability without fear orfavour
or affection to anyone. He concluded by explaining that he was
bound tosend the case to tne Supreme Court, aprimafacie case
havingbeenestablished.

Thedefendant was committed for trialat the nextsession of
the Supreme Court,andadmittedto bail,himself in £100 and two
sureties of £50 each.

ALLEGED LIBEL ON THE ROMAN CATHOLIC
CLERGY OF DUNEDIN.

from our Supplement.)

lie has commenced this action without the slightest regardto every
rule of courtesy and good taste. He did not take the slightest
action toascertainhow theparagraphappeared, He didnot give
any opportunity to Mr. Bell to contradict the report, which no
doubthe wouldhavedone,ifrequested.

HisWorship:What doesLordCampbell's Act sayuponthat?
Mr.Howorth:Itgoes tothe rootof thewhole questionoflibel.
His Worship:Does the Act allow thenewspaper toapologise ?

Yourargumentis thatthere is nolibel.
Mr.Howorth:My argumentis that thereis nolibel. Isub-

mit that Mr.Bellshouldhavehadan opportunity givenhim ofre-
tracting the statement. That opportunity was never offered to

V.#iim, andIthinkIamperfectly justified instating that theordin-
'

aryrules of courtesyand good taste havenotbeen followedin this
case. A criminalinformationhasbeen rushedat,asitwere,with-
out eventhepoor preliminary of alawyer'sletter.

Mr. Macassey:That is a verypoor one.
Mr.Howorth:Well, ina case before the LordChief Justice in

England, hedrewattention to the omission of the usualpreliminary
letter,and said thatnothing could justify such a course without abso-
lutenecessity. That coursehas been followed. HisLordshipad-
mittedanevident animus against the defendant whenhe stated that
he supposedMr. Bell would not contradict theparagraph if he had
been asked. Mr.Bell, in his statement, says thatBishopMoran's
letters havealwaysreceived prompt attention athis hands, and your
Worship has heardMb denial thatBishopMoranhaß any just ground
for stating his request would not meet with the same attention on
this occasion. Your Worshipwill see,inreviewing theevidence, that
no effect canbe givento it whentaken withthe surrounding circum-
stances. Ihave now exhaustedall theprincipal points. And, in
conclusion,Iwouldask your Worship to bearinmind thatnopossi-
ble good can result from sending this case to the SupremeCourt.
There is a already a feeling which,but for this unfortunateand,I
submit, ill-advisedproceedings, wouldneverhave beenraised, and the
public mindis agitated to anunnecessary degree. My client andall
other persons, sofar asIam aware, desire to live in peace andhar-
mony withour RomanCatholic brethren. ButIsubmit that these

Much hasbeen saidjlately about"the fatality!of letterB, bub
in the Southwest Mseems tobe bearingaprejudice. The Vicksburg'
Herald

'
reports that while the steamerMary Peel was wrappedin

flames, CaptainHicks, whostood looking onwith an air of mingled
sorrowand. admiration,exclaimed,"Never,neverwill Igive another
steamboat a namecommencing withan M. lamnot superstitious,"
he added,"but a strange fatality seems to follow boata whose namea
bagin.with anM. I'llneverdo so again."
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