
It is reportedthat the members,of the three largeprovinces— Otago, Canterbury andAuckland— in the House of Repre-
sentativesare, withabout two exceptions,unanimousagainst
.the Governmeut scheme of Abolition. Time alone can tell
'the truth of this report;but itis to be earnestlyhoped that
itis founded onfact.

The scene thatis now beingenacted in Wellington is not
edifying. The three larger provinces are endeavouring to
preservethe privileges concededto them by the Constitution,
and thepioperty accorded to them by solemn andonerous
compact. The smaller and poorer provinces are almost, if
not altogether, unanimous in endeavouring to wrest from'
Otago, Canterbury and Auckland their Provincial Legisla-
tures and their land fund. It is no longer a contest of
parties,but of provinces. It is the contest engenderedby
the desire of the central provinces to centralise everythingin*

their midst, and consequently, to governNew Zealandfrom
Wellington, indefianceof thoseprovinces which supply three-
fourths of the entire revenueof the country.

This is anomalous,-but itis an anomaly that has,not un-
naturally, arisen fromgiving the smallerprovincesanundue
numberof representatives,and thus enabling them to wield
apower in favor of their provinces to which they are not
entitled, either by number of inhabitants or by revenue.
This isunfortunate, and if a great change be noteffected,
cannot fail to lead to great evils.

Inany case, itappears to us morally impossible that the
two islands canbe satisfactorilygoverned fromanyone centre.
■Theisland that has within it the} seat of governmentmust
necessarily possess advantages of greatvalue overthe other,
which will bereducedto asubordinate position, andbecome
asort of draw-farm to the favored land. The geographical
formation of the Colony, its great inequalities of.climate,

.would,evenif there wereno other reasons,render acordial
union of its variousparts extremelydifficult.

No form of political Government is perfect;but ithas
always appeared to us that anExecutiveandLegislature for
each Island united by a federal bond would afford greater
probabilityof good government than anyother system. In
such an event each Island would govern itself,andneither
would be governed by the other;the poverty of some pro-
vinces would*not be enabled to make a raidon the riches of
others;nor wouldthe representatives of smallconstituencies
in theneighborhood of the seat of centralism be inaposition
to dictate to the majority of the people.

BLINDNESS.

Victor Hugo speaking lately at a meeting in Paris,said:""We come here to celebrate the festival of peace andlove.
Of the Christian Easter we make the popularEaster." The
speakerhas exhibitedhimself to the world in thedouble role
of poetandpolitician;as apoet, whether writingin verse or
prose,he ranks high; as a politician hehas proved himself
to be alike wicked and ridiculous.'

We can understandhow it may easilyoccur that menof
,brilliant genius can take wroug views of peopleand things.
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NOTICE.
Otjb Subscribersin the Districts visited by Mr. O. Cummins, ourTravellingAgent, arerequestedto settle theiraccounts on thefirstpersonalapplicationmadebyhim,as it maybeseen,thatitputs thisgentleman tomuchinconvenience andlosswhenheis a second or third time obliged to travel out of his way tocollect money owedtous. JOHNF.PBRRIN,Manager.

New Zealand Tablet.
Fiat Justitia.
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SEPARATION VERSUS ABOLITION.

10

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC SOCIETY, ST
JOSEPH'S BRANCH, No. 73.

A SUMMONED MEETING
Of themembers willbeheld in the Athen.etjm Hall,onMonday
Evening, 24thJuly, at 7.30 p.m. sharp,"To take intoconsideration
the advisability of forminga

DISTRICT foe the OTAGO,
and (if possible) CANTERBURY BRANCHES."

As the question is one of vital importance, it is hoped every
memberwillbe present.

Fines willbe strictly enforced for non-attendance.
By Order,

JOHN CANTWELL,
Secretary.

fTIEMPERANCE HALL.

Return afteramost successful tour throughAustralia.

BAKER'S G RAND HIBERNIOON,
EVERY EVENING.

THE NEW COMEDY COMPANY!

TJHE BEAUTIFUL SCENERY OF ERIN!

THE WONDERFUL BABY ELEPHANT!
Together with

GIFTS! GIFTS! GIFTS!

£100 Cash willbe positively given awayduring our stay inDunedin.
Open eachnight atHalf-pastSeveno'clock.

Schoolperformancesevery Saturday afternoon for Children. Every
child receiving apresent. Admission, One Shilling.

ERIN GO BRAGH.

GREAT JEWELLERY SALE
ON

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, and SATURDAY,
the 20th, 21st, and 22nd, inst.,

(OppositeChiefPost-office.)

PROCTER'S MAGNIFICENT STOCK OF JEWELLERY.

STERLING SILVER, AND ELECTRO-PLATE.

BY PUBLIC AUCTION.

WithoutReserve.

TJOBERT "DARE,

AUCTIONEER. |

THE MAYORALTY.

MR. C. S. REEVES respectfully solicits the votes and
interest of theRatepayers.

PollingDay, FRIDAY, 21sr.

IQQ/I PORT, FORTY YEARS OLDIOOt: Per Dozen 110s.
COLONIAL WINES,from 30s.

», „ of unusual quality, from the Grange} „_
Vineyards,S.A. ... ... ... ... J 35s*

TEAS,inLarge and VariedStock.
HOGG & HUTTON,

Peinoes Street.

WANTED, for St Thomas of Aquin Roman Catholic boys
school, Thames, Catholic teacherholding first-classcertifi-

cate. Applicationsstating terms, accompanied with testimonials,
addressedRev. S. Chastagnon,Thames.1

\jrrANTED— QualifiedTEACHER for St. Mary's School,Inver-VV cargill. Forparticularsapply toRev.S.Higgins, towhom
applications, withreferences;&c,are tobe forwarded.

WfANTED, asituationby aCatholicTeacher. Address,School-
▼ » mistress, Tablet Office.

fT\HE followingSUMS have been received as SubscriptionstoJL theTable? for the week endingJuly 19th,1876:—
£ a. a.

Mr.F.J.Pagon,Wellington ... ... ... 0, 12 6„ M.Flanagan,Palmerston ... ... ... 1",6 ,0„ J. Smith,Blenheim ... ... ... 111 6„ E.Eccles, „ ... , ... ... 012 6„ J.Barry, „ "» ... , ... ... 1 r6 i)„ F. Ward, „ ... ... ... f) 5 ,0„ T.O'Sullivan, Renwick ... ... ... 2 .2, 6„ E.Walsh, „ ... ... ...450„ J.Mulvey,Havelock ... ... ... i5 0„ Burke,Wellington
- ... �.- ... l '5 ,0

� Sievers, „ ... ... ... 012 6„J.Hurley, „ ... ..., ... 012 6„ M. Stapleton,DoyJeston — ... ... 1 5-0
„P.Cosgrave, Wellington ... ... " ... 018 0„ J. MfGuirk, Waikato ... ... ... 012 0„ J:M'Loughlin,Winton ... . ... ... 012 0„ J.Fitzgerald,Arewhenua ... ... ...150„ T. Reynolds,Dunedin ... ... ... 019 0

Rev.Father,Sauzeau... ... .. ...15 0


