
Any utteranceof one whohas occupiedso distinguishedaposition
inIrishpolitics as Sir Charles GavanDuffy is sure toreceive the
i-espectful consideration ofhiscountrymen. Duffy,Davis,O'Brien,
Mitchel, Martin, Meagher

—
these were prominent names in the

brilliantepochofForty-Eight. Of the earnestmen whobore them
butonesurvives to-day,and his words comeechoingfrombeyond
the "long wash of Australasian seas" to this, his Fatherland,
whose welfarehestillplacesforemostinhis heart. Irishmen have,
and will ever retainaloving regard for the gallant band who,in
those tempestuousandjterrible daysjwhen men's souls weretested
by strenuous strivings withthe Angel of Deathand theDemon,of
Despotism,battledforemost inthe vanguard of ournation.

The giant formof O'Connell led them on,they supplemented
and enlargedhiswork,andif therehadbeeninaddition the organ-
ising element of former or later days, theperiod wouldnothave
passed without perfect victory. We are blindedto whatdefects
existedin themenor the measures with whichthey wereidenti-
fied,butbecause werecognise the errorsof actionor the defectsof
conditionclearly, wecan,with all the more certainty,render jus-
tice to their motives, conduct,influence, anddeeds.

Addressing his audience on St. Patrick'sday,inMelbourne,
Australia, GavanDuffy gave an interestingaccountof his recent
visitto Ireland. After a long interval, during which important
eventshadhappenedinEurope,and some in Ireland,the ex-Pre-
mier of Victoria sailed for his native land. During jthat space of
time,thepopulationofAustraliahadmorethandoubled

—
whilst the

populationof Irelandhas fallen greatly away,underthe blasting
breathof Easternrule. "Atthis hour," he remarked,"there are
fewerIrishmenin Ireland than when the oldestmanamongstus
was born." The contrast was not formed by these elements only.
Whilst the Australians hadbeenprospering greatlyundera foster-
ing government,the Irish have been " scourged withscorpions."
Kapidly as new homesteads were being builtupinAustralia, far
morerapidly were the homesteads of the Irishpeoplebeing des-
troyedby the ruthlesshands of exterminatinglandlords.

Coming toa nationso afflicted from a country so favored— toa
land clouded by alien rule, from one glowing withthe sunlight of self-
government— it was natural that the voyagershouldpicture tohim-
sels that Irishmenhadlowered theirlofty hopes,andshadowedtheir
noblepast. He cameat a good time to test the truthof tie supposi-
tion;he landedon the eveof the O'Connell Centenary, and

"
next

day," he says, "my fears were at anend." Andhe adds:
"Never

didIsee the Irishrace to greater advantage, more manly inbearing,
moreconfident in spirit,more frank, joyous, andresolute. And their
banners, theirmusic, and their cheers, spoke the undying determina-
tion thatIreland shouldbe a Nationagain. Icouldnothelpexclaim-
ing:

'Thank God, Irelandis not dead, but full of vigor andman-
hood, and sustained withsomething moreprecious, thanevenmanly
thews andsinews— with soul andspirit/" Quantummutatus! This
was not that

"corpse
"— that murderedcorpse

— whichhe hadseemed
to see

"upon the dissecting table," in former days, whichit were
labor invain toattempt to galvanise. Nor was it that corpse appa-
rently in corruption which ona latter day lay before him, whilst
West British Whigs and Tories, were chaffering for its bones. No,
those impressions weremirageB— this presence was the reality. Ire-
land thenlay, exhaustedandensanguined, as aman who throughont a
long dark night has been exposed to the depredationsof insatiable
vampires,andappears ghastly anddeathlikein thepaleglimmer that
precedes the dawn. The corruptionwith which,onhis second glance,
hebehelditsurrounded, wasnot its own

—
but thatof the sickliedand

foul vultures whichhad gatheredaround, their beaks bodies be-
draggled with goreand spoilof thegrave.

Even at that moment,beneath the cold and'palefeatures of the
apparentcorpse, thered blood wasquickening in theminute vessels
thatpermeate the brain,and far down the greatheart was beginning
withslowly accelerating throbs, to mark the returnof consciouslife

—
the heraldof heroic action.

Hence, the Ireland, which Gavan Duffy had left an apparent
corpse,which he had againbeheld as a corpse in themidst of corrup-
tion, he now saw once more erect and active, filled with glorious
memories, andinspiredby glorious hopes. We wonder not that he
was thrilled at the sight

—
but,ifmoved atthis evidenceof abounding

vigor, how muchmoreprofoundly would he not have been stirred
and to the very depths of his heart, by the greaterevidence given
of Ireland'ssoul andspirithadhe but |seen her, when, a few years
ago, her marshalledhosts, withneither loudjbandj nor flattering ban-
ner,commemoratedin solemn silence the majestic memory of her
MartyredDead. Then,in grief andmourning, she raisedher mana-
cled arms to heaven;

—
and,whilstthe glaive of Tyranny threatened

her breast, |she invokedJthe Godof Liberty,amid jthe tombs of de-
partedheroes.

Itis officiallyreportedby the FrenchMinister of Marine that
thesardinefisheries are gradually diminishinginyield. The rea-
son is not that the fish arebecoming scarce,but the supply ofbait
used—the roe of codfish imported from American fisheries

—
has

beeninadequate tomeet the demand. It has lately been found
however, that grasshoppers,pounded intoapaste,imitatethe roe
so exactly that the most knowing of the sardinescannot distin-
guish the difference;andaccordingly theFrench Governmenthas
importedlarge quantities of the insects from Algeriainorder to
try thenewbaitonalarge scale. This fact of the grass-hoppers
being good for fish-bait might be looked into somewhatfurther
here, anditmay appear that the insects whichyearly ravageour
Western countrymaybe turned to good account for catching fish
indigenoustoour waters.—' N.Y.Tablet/

GENERAL NEWS.

The arrivalof Don Carlos iin London has not excitedmuchpopular interest,but it has considerably fannedthe antagonisms
betweenthe championsof right and of might. Onepartyargues
thatDonCarlos is "legitimate;" that he had the sympathiesofall goodSpanish Catholics;thathe was the representativeof theCatholic principle; and thathe wouldhave succeededhadFranceonly befriendedhim. The otherparty objectsthat eventhemostdistinguished Spanish jurists areat issue on the questionoflegiti-macy; thatthesixteenmillions of Spaniards who didnot join°the
Prince'sstandard are as good Catholics as those who fought forhim(though this, by the way, cannot be soundly- asserted;forthosesixteen millions neverenjoyed the opportunity of expressiMtr
their real views upon the subject); that the Catholic principW
shouldnotbe tiedto anydynasty, as though the promises of a"pretender" couldbe trusted; and finally, that theHoly See hasrecognisedKing Alphonso,and has not encouragedthe campaign
ofDonCarlos. Whichever partymayhave the best of theargu-ment,itis much toberegrettedthatour reception of DonCarlos
has been rude and even coarse in the extreme. He was loudly
hissedon arriving atFolkestone, andmust havethought our "vse
victis" disgraceful. Beingstill only twenty-sevenyears of age,he
will feelalively contemptfor suchmeanness,and will be confident
of a future success of apersonalif notpoliticalkind. Hisappear-
ance is soldierly andbrave,with adash of the chieftainof moun-taineers. Heis certainlyof anoppositetype tohis"little cousin."
—Correspondent 'N.T.Tablet/

The Coolies of thisCamp havebeencelebrating their"Christ-
mas" ina,manner no doubt gratifying to themselves,though to
ordinaryindividuals of alighter complexiontheir daily andnightly
demonstrationsareanythingbutpleasing. Thesoundofthe ever-
lasting tom-tomsmayappear veryromantic to the youngman just
arrivedinIndia,as reclining onsome soft couch,he listens to the
monotonous sounds borne on the night air, but to the prosaicdiamond-diggerormerchant, or even to the editor of aDiamond,
Field newspaper they are anything but charming. Then the
fantastically painted idiots who get theirbodiesintoallpostures
as they march through the streets,alwaysto the accompaniment
of thenever-ending tom-tom,may afford material for anessayon
the folly of human nature, to a philosopher,or spcrt for children
andnurse-girls, but to ordinaryEnglishmen these displaysareso
many intolerablenuisances. Why the verysmall minority should
subject the verylargemajority toall sorts of annoyanceis incon-
ceivable;still it is done, and the wearyBritisher is keptout of his
just sleep by the antics.^of^a parcel of uncleanOrientals.

— "Dia-
mondNews.'

MadameBonaparte(Mrs. Elizabeth Patterson), of Baltimore,is
seriously ill. She is upwardsofninety years of age. The historyof
this remarkable lady is familiar to the country. Itia understoodshe
has preparedanautobiography, to be publishedafter death.

DeanSwift has foundanimitator. AnAdvocateof Colmar has
left onehundredthousand francs to the local madhouse.

"
Igot this

money," says the candid lawyer inhis will,"out of those who pass
their lives in litigation;inbequeathing it for the use of lunaticsI
only make a restitution."

Bse culture is spreadingrapidly in'California. The Los Angelos'
Herald

'
says that, at the present rate, in fouryears there will be

1,000,000 stands of bees in thatand the two adjoining counties pro-
ducing annually 100,000,000 pounds of honey, which are more valu-
able than the sugar andmolassescrop ofLouisiana,Texas,andFlorida
combined.

MonsignorYussuff and his Vicar-General have expressed their
thanks to the readers of the

'
Eosier de Marie/ who have enabled

them tobuildandsupport a splendid seminary on Mount Lebanon
ia Syria.

We arehappy tohear that every'facilitycontinues tobeafforded
at theVatican to thePublic Records Office, which, through the gene-
rous interpositionof Cardinal Manning, obtained, as we mentioned
some time ago,permissionto examine the documentsrelating toEng-
lishHistory preservedin the Papal Archives. Tie agent employed
by theRecords Office has forwarded to London copiesof some most
valuable documents. Some hopes have been entertained that this
year we shouldhave seen the commencement of thenew wing of the
Records Office, whichis to run southwards,in a line nearly parallel
withFetter-lane. The Treasurer,however,finding the estimates for
1876-77 attaining such large figures, has deferred the matter for
another twelvemonth.

— '
Athenseum.'

Our latest differences with the Kohat Afridis appears to have
arisenfroma praiseworthyattemptof the local Government to turn
the energies of those wild Pathans to some useful purpose. The
KohatPass, which the Afridis havehitherto kepi open for usonpay-
ment of a yearlyblackmail,lately fellinto disrepair. There wassorno
talk ofmending it, andfair payment wasoffered the Afridis if they
wouldundertake the work themselves. This they wouldhavedone, it
seems,hadnot certainfanaticalmolldhs gone about among the tribes
saying that theEnglish only wanted to annex the country and turn
the tribesmen into Governmentrayats. When they waxed insolent,
our authorities took themost effective wayof bringing them to their
senses. "Ifyouwouldrathernot haveususe thepass," theysaid,"your
pay shall be stopped, and all trade between you and us shall be
stopped likewise.' Travellers from Peshawur to Kohat had to go
roundby wayof Attok,and the Afridis were cut off from all com-
munication withBritish territory. This quiebbut powerful pressure
soonbegan to tell. We learn from a Lahorepaper that Colonel Sir
J.Pollock,Commissioner ofPeshawur, wasaboutto leave for Kohat,
thathe might effect a settlementwith the recusant tribes. Itis also
reportedthatametalledroad may yetbe laiddown through thepass.
The conditions for thatendarenot moreunfavourableinKhelat than
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