
IRELAND AS SHE IS.
"»-+

As evidenceof the greatlyimproved conditionof Irelandit is statedin Thomas'Almanac (amodest name foramost exhaustiveannual re-
portupon Irish trade,industry, agricultureand commerce),that last
year the amount depositedin the IrishSavings Banks wasan increaseoverthepreviousyear of £980,000. In ten years the increase has
amountedto £12,067,000, and the amount of savings on deposit inthe various Saving Funds upon the IstJanuary, 1876, was £121,718,-000,or about $600,000,000. Incomparing ithis statement with thatof January,1846, we find the savings of theIrish workingclasseshaveincreasedfive-foldin thirty years

—
this in the face of a decrease ofthreemillions inpopulation. The consumptionof spirits in Irelandbearsa curious ratio to the increase of savings. Inthepast ten years

the decreasein the consumption ofliquorhas been twenty per cent.,
the amount ofliquor not thus drunk turnedinto money, is almost the
exact equivalentof the sum added to the Savings Bank account of
the Irish workers. Pauperismhas fallen far andaway below thatofEnglandandScotland, andnow hardly exists in Ireland, savein theformofstreetbegging, by cadger? and mendicants, who are profes-sionals, anduntil the whole tribe is stampedout, will follow begging
not through poverty, but as a profitable business. Education by
means of the National and Christian Brothers' Schools, is now sogeneral that within thepast ten years,the educational status of Ire-landhas leapedup alongside thatof Belgium and Holland

—
standing

in the second rank after that of Prussia, Sweden,Denmark,andNor-
way—and in the same group as Belgium, Holland and Scotland

—
leadingthe latter nearly three per cent, in 1874, and far in advanceof
England, which strangely enoughhas retrograded,not only relatively,
but actually,in hereducational standard in the last decade. Thereare many cases operating toproduce these beneficent results:social,
economic,andpolitical. Thegreatdecrease ofdrunkenness,the equally
largegrowthof many branches of manufacture,must be credited withthese consequences. Lace making has become an almost universalindustry in themidland and southwesternpartsof the Island,wherethe Celticelement, withits aesthetic talent, most predominates. The
manufacture ofmachinery, the building of iron steamships, and theimmenselinenproductionof Ulster, radiate fromBelfast, through thenortheast.Cambrics,much of themEoldin this country asFrench, andhosiery,aremade in yearly increasing quantities, in the vicinage ofDublinand the adjacent townofBalbriggan.

Itwould be unwise andunfair to examine the political causes ofthe growthof Irishprosperity.
The criminal neglect of England during the famine of1846-7, bywhich 2,000,000 of human beings died of starvation and typhus,made heranswerable to thepublic opinionof the world. One of theunanswerablecounts in the world's indictment against England, werethe shipß freighted with themagnificent contributions of the Ameri-

canpeople. Another was the collection made at Mecca,by a pious'MahomedanPilgrim, for the starvingIrish Giaour,as one of God'screatures. England, playing the role of informer in India,China,Italy,andour Catholic States, was so jeered, snubbed and laughedatas ahypocrite, thatitbecame necessary for her to face the "Irish
Question." As all great questions go back to an agrarian one, thel^Ja tenure was first looked to. Itwas found that inIreland thelaw
of entailmust go,and

"
TenantBight

"
beadmitted as legal, or face a

civil war,which would extend to every demesne, by means of the
tenantry,and to the countryby thehelpofFenianorganizations. The"

Encumbered Estates Act
" passed, and under its operationup to1874, five-eighths of the soil of Irelandhas passed from the nominal

ownershipof thetitled landlordsto thenative farmers who tilledthelandagain. The whole tithe systemsystem has been abolished— or,
in other words,the unaccountable injustice of compelling Dissenters
to support an Established Church, has been declared illegal. A
liberal andmostmunificent CorporationActhasbeen passed;indeed,
verymuch has been done topromote the advancement andgrowthof
weUorderedfreedom.

The onedream of the Irishmanhasbeenunaccomplished— separ-
ate nationality. As politicalknowledge broadens, it will become a
question for even the most extreme Irish Nationalist to debate,
whethera FederalUnionof the three nations of England, Ireland,
Scotland,and their colonies and dependenciesin Europe, would not,
afterall be better for Ireland. This would be a Saving of the distinct
nationalityof theIsland, whereinshe would treat,and be treated,as
thepeeressofher rivals, It is,however,a matter of congratulation
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that thedear oldlandis fast winning thepositionshe occupiedin the♥

earlymediaevaltime.
To ourpeopleof this land wesay,be of goodheart $ inthe"oldhouseathome

'
wonders arebeing done. If the progressive growth

insobriety, education,wealth,industry, and their concomitant virtuee
andadvantagescontinue, wecan forget the past,andchallenge toan
honest race in the future, any nationof WesternEurope.

— * Wilminff*
ton Herald.'

*

inafew moments aservant appeared,Baying, "Mrs.Hartlandwas
waiting1 forMissRosine."" Hero, sister," said the Doctor,stooping over her,"just put
your right armaboutmyneck/'" O, Ned, thank you,but Ican walk perfectly; well," she
replied.

"Two flights of stairs in your weak state might hurt you
seriously," he said, still retaining his positionj "if the Colonel
w.erehere he would carry you;as it is,you must accept of my
services."

Kosinesaw there wasnothing to he gained by resistance,andshe yielded."There, mother," saidtheDoctor,ashelandedherinher own
apartment, "just assist this little woman to undress, she must
literallygo tobed for at least two days; inthe meantime,shallI
say,' he added, whispering to Rosine, "don't let any one be
admitted?"
, No;pleaseNed," she said,beseechingly,"d© letLauracome
j>«once to-morrow."\"Iwill seehow youareinthemorning;take this,"he replied,
givingherapowder,"and don't trouble yourself about anythingor anybody,but just stop thinking and go tosleep,and you'llbe
aboutagainina fewdays;butif youarenot careful youwillbringon a nervous fever, whichis one of the most uncomfortable and
uncontrollableof difficulties

—
soIcautionyou. Good-night."

SINGULAR SAGACITY OF THE WILD BEES
OF SURINAM.

< «~—
A SIXGTC.AR story is relatedby Stedman, the travellerinSurinam, to
show thatbees know those who live about their nests. He says;"

Onone occasion,Iwasvisitedatmyhut, by a neighboringgentle-
man whomIconductedupmyladder;buthehadnosoonerenteredmy
aerialdwelling thanhe leapeddownfromthe' top totheground, roar-ing likea madman with agony and pain, after which he instantlyplunged his head into theriver. Isoon discovered: the (cause of hi*distress tobe anenormousnest ofwild bees or wastee toassee,in the
thatchdirectly above my head,asIstood within my door,whenI
immediatelytook to my heels, ashehaddone,andordered the slaves
todemolishthemwithoutdelay. A tar mop wasnowbrought,andthe
devastationjust goingtocommence,whenanoldnegrosteppedforward
and offered to receive anypunishmentIshould decree if any one of
these bees, shouldstingme in person. 'Massa,' saidhe, 'theywould
have stung'youlong ago,hadyoubeen a stranger to them;but they
being your tenants,and allowed to build upon your'premises,they
assuredlyknewbothyou andyours,aud willneverhurt either youor
them.' latonceassentedto theproposition,and tyingthe oldblack
man to a tree,orderedmyboy Quaco to ascend the ladder,which hedid, and wasnot stung. Ithen ventured to follow;andIdeclare,
uponmy honor, that even after shaking the nest, which made its
inhabitantsbuzz aboutmy ears, not a single bee attempted to sting
me. Inext releasedthenegro and rewarded him for his discovery.
This swarm of beesIafterwardskeptasmy body-guard. They have
made many overseerstake a desperate leap for my amusement,asI
generally sent themupmy ladderupon somefrivolous messagewhen
Iwished topunish them for injustice and cruelty to the negroes-—
which was not seldom. The same negro assured me thaton his
master's estate was an ancient tree,in whichhad been lodged, ever
since he could remember,a society of birds, andanotherof bees,both
living in the greatest harmony together. But, should any strange
bird come to disturbor feedupon the bees, they were iwstantly re-
pulsedby their feathered allies,and if strange bees daredto venture
near the birds' nests, the native swarm attacked the invaders and
stung them todeath."

DOM PEDRO.

DomPedro, theEmperorofBrazil,who was received with national
honorsinNew York,last week,is a Catholicmonarchof veryremark*
able character. He was installed asEmperor of Brazil by the abdi-
cation of his father in 1831, at the earlyage of six years, was declared
of age July 23, 1840,crowned July 18, 1841,nnd married September
4, 1843— whenbut18 years ofage

—
to aSicilian princess three years

his senior, Theresa Christina Maria,a younger sister of Queen Chris*
tina of Spain. Their only living offspring is tlte Imperial Princess
Isabella,of Brazil, bornJuly 20, 1846, who was married at the age of
18 to the Countof Eu,a sonof theDukeofNemours,andagrandson
ofLouis Philippe,Kingof theFrench.

Theimperialprincesshas one living child,a prince horn at Bio
Janeiro inOctober last. Inthe full vigor of life (he has justpasthis
50th year), of Herculeanmould,standingoversix feetand three inches
inhis stockings, with a well-proportioned frame, hardened and de-
velopedfromhis earliest youth in all manly and athletic exercises,
DomPedro onhorseback ata reviewmight be fairly matched as an
idealemperor with the late Nicholasof Russiahimself. But he is
also oneof themostaccomplishedandoneofthe most conscientiousof
the rulers of men. From his earliest yearshe showeda rare passion
for study, andmade [great progress, especially in the exact sciences,
in themilitary art, inMechanics, andinnaturalhistory.

Heis afinelinguist, speaking and writingFrench, Spanish,Eng-
lish, German andItalian,as wellas his nativePortuguese. InBrazil
he is equally loved and revered. His reign has been marked by a
steady developmentof all thebest interests of his empire,and hisin-
fluence has been steadily thrown on the sideof liberal reform in the
institutions, as wellas ofmaterial improvementinthe social and in-
dustrialconditionof Brazil. The manners of the emperorare simple
and dignified,andhispersonalhabits rather those ofa quiet English
gentleman than of a tropical prince. Foreigners complain of the
courtas more thanrepublicaninrespect to theabsence ofpomp,cere- >

mony anddisplay;but theBraziliansare well pleased with a sover-
eign who thinksmoreof bettering the condition of his people than o£
dazzling travellersat their expense. DomPedro haslabored hardto
promote immigration into Brazil, and therefore has thrown all the
weightofhis convictions and his example against the institution of
shivery. In1871-72 DomPedromade avisit of eight months toEu-
rope, during which he devoted himself with the ardor of a private
student to theinvestigation ofeverythingthat could tend to thead-
vantage of Brazil. He astonished specialists in every European
countryby his minuteand fresh acquaintancewith thoirown^ubjects,
and everywhere made the strongest impressionby his intellectual
ability,his amenityandhis utterfreedom frompretensionsofallkuids.
InLondon he was particularly liked. By eight in the morningjhe
alwaysgot throughhis breaklast, and was in his carriage, visitrnp-all
mannerofinteresting localities long before the fashionable"Engfiah
worldhadgotthroughwithitscoffee.

— *Pilot.*
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