
spiritual light, it- would be the gravest description .which could be
committed by aCatholic. AnyRomanCatholicclergyman whowould
havemarried,as suggestedby theparagraph,would be shunnedby all
hisco-religionists. Great importance isattachedto the vowof celibocy
takenby the holders of the priestly office. Iwould infer, from read-ing thelocal,thattheperson whowrote ithadmistaken'«ac DominicanOrder for thatof the- Sisters of Mercy Substituting the Order of St.
Dominic for the Order of Sisters of Meicy,Iwould regard itas a
direct attack upon the Order of St.Dominic, and infer that one of
that Order hadbroken her vowsby marrying.

To Mr.Howorth: rlhemarriage of Father Hyacinthe gave con-
siderable scandal to the Roman Catholic Church; but Idonot
think that the Protestant community looked npon itinthe same
light. IdonotthinkFather Hyacinthe wouldbereceivedintothe
greaterpartof what is understood as respectablesocietyin Eng-
land. Imade use of nosuch wordasspiritualperjury,butperjury
inaspirituallight inrefertneeto thenext world. Icannotrepeat
theformsof the vows of celibacy. The substanceof themis to
abstain frommatrimony. lamnot awarethatIeversaw theforms
laiddown.

John JosephConnor deposed:lam a printer,andreside in
Dunedin. Ibelongto the Roman Catholic Church. Iread the
localinthe 'Evening Star

'
of the 3rdJuly. Itproducedthe im-

pressioninmymind thatavery greatwronghadbeen done to the
Catholicbody of this Colony. As amatteroffact,Iunderstoodit
tomeanthat ore of our clergy residing in Dunedinhad broken
through,his vows takenasaCatholicpriest,andmarriedoneof thenunsresident inDunedin. AllCaiholies wouldregardsuchapriest
as having fallen to the lowest depths to which a person could
possibly fall. The localinthe * Star

'
has createda feelingof great

wrongamongthe Catholic body inDunedin.
ToMr. Howorth:lampreparedtosay that theDunedinpub-

lic ontside themembersof the Catholic Churcharevery muchcon-cernedin regard to the publication of that paragraph. lama
printer, and an overseer in the office in which the Tablet is
printed.

Mr.Howorth:Who is theproprietorof theTablet?
Mr. Macassey:Isubmit that wehavenothing todowiththat.
His Worship agreedwith Mr.Macassey.
Mr.Howorthremarked that the Bench was very indulgenttohislearnedfriend.
His Worship:Idonot admitthat.
Mr.Howorth submitted that the questionshould'beput.
His Worship:Ido not see thebearingof the question. Ifyou

wishtoascertain whois the proprietoryoucando sobycalling the
Deputy-Registrar of the SupremeCourt.

Mr.Howorth:The affidavitdoesnot give us theinformation.
Mr. Macassey:Did youprepareit?Mr,Howorthrepliedthathedidnot.
Hi? Worship said thathe wouldnot decide the questionfinally

then. If Mr.Howorthwouldrefer to the matter inhis defencehewouldthenconsiderit.
Mr.Howorth:Didyousee this article in last week'sTablet?Mr. Marassey:ahe witnessshoujdbeputonhis guardbeforeanswering the question.
Mr.Howorth:Iput it forwardas a matter of contempt ofCourt. That questionIwill leave your Worship todeal with. I

am notputting it forwardas amatteroflibel. Unlessthe witnessfeels thatitcontains libel he will answer the question. Did youprintthis article. "
Mr.Macassey:Iask that your Worship will conductoneen-

quiry at a time. IfMr. Howorth wishes to bring it forward, wewill be quitepreparedtomeetitat a proper time. Butthe ques-tionnowbefore theCourt is whether ornot the paragraph in the" Star
'
is of adefamatorycharacter-

°
His Worship:lam clenrly of opinion tint the question is notndnnssable at this stageof the enquiry. If Mr Howorth wishes tohaven put in his defence,Iwill take the matter into careful con-sideration then. ButIdo not see how thearticle in theTabletbearsupona libel publishedpreviously. You assume that lam trying thecase,wbile lamnotdoingaiyt hingofthekind. Thequestion before theCouit being, Is there o.primafocie case to warrant a committal ?MrHoworth:'lhat is the greater reason why youshould co intothesematters. °
His Worship:Ithink you should confine your questionste whatthewitness stated inhis examinationin chief. That is my ruling.MrHoworth:Yourule thatIam not at liberty to ask who theproprietorsof thepaper are, or to read any portion of the articlewhichitcontains ?
His Worship:Not just now.
Mr. Howorth:Ihope,before the case is over,your Worshipwill

see thenecessity of these questions.
His Worship :You cannot be in the slightest degree prejudicedby anything thatImay dohere to day.
MrHowonh: Is the New Zealand Tablet written in the in-

terestsof Roman Catholicsof this diocese?
Questiondisallowci.
Mr. Howorth:J ask permission toread to the witness anextractfrom tbeTablet of July 7th.
Permission refused.
MiclmelFleming deposed:Iam aproducedealerinDunedin,and

nm amember of the RomanCatholic Church. Iread theparagraph
in the

'Evening Star
'
ofJuly 3rd. Iconsideredita greatwrongand

insult to »he Catholics of New Zealand. Iwouldregarda priest who
got married as a ro'ten branch of the Church. The paragraph in
questionhas canted great feeling among theRoman Catholics.Dr.Moran deposed:Ihold the office of Roman CatholicBis-hopof Dunedin, and arrived inDunedin on the 18th February,J871; but was appointedin 1869. Iwas previously BishopinGrahamstown,Cape of GoodHope. During the whole ofmy life,
Ihavebeenconnected withthe Catholic Church, andhavebeenaBishop tortwenty years. Iread alocal in the " Star' of July 3,

Supplement to the Hew Zealand TaMet.
Iobserve a referencein it to Pere Hyacinthe,Iunderstandthat
this paragraphchargesone of theCatholicclergymenof Dunedin
withhaving brokenhis vow of celibacy,andthrownoffhis obliga-
tionof obedience to the Church and Bishop,andmarrieda wife.
Supposing that apriesthaddonewhatis stated,or insinuatedhere
asbeing true,he wouldhaveincurred the penalty of suspension,
excommunication, and deposition also. In the event of a nun
marrying a priest, she would be subjected to excommunication,
and,according to the law of the Church, to perpetualimprison-
ment andpenance. Iunderstandthe allusiontoPere Hyacinthe
tomeanthathebrokehis vot» of chastity,disobeyedthe Church,
andmarried wife. When this occurrencetook place itgave the
most grievous scandal, andthe most intensepaintoall Catholics.
Judging from whatIknow to have occurred already in thisPro-vince, andfrom my knowledge of the effect producedby similar
reportselsewhere

Mr. Howorth:Youaregoingbeyond yourknowledge.
The witness:Youhavenoright tomakesuch, anobservation.

Itis opento youtodisprovewhatlamsaying. lamonmy oath.
Inmy opiniontheeffect of that paragraph willbemost injurious,
to the character of thepriestshere. Ido not think that the evil
can ever be rectified fully. Ihave three clergymeninDunedin,
andIhavebeenresident here eversince myarrivalin this Colony,
with the exceptionof ashortabsenceat Wellington. lamperson-
ally acquaintedwith all thepriestsAvhohaveeverbeenresident in
Dunedin since Icame here. They have always resided in my
house. The three clergymen who resided withmeat the timeof
thepublicationof the local in the " Star,' had beenstaying with
mesince the beginning of the year. There is not the slightest
foundation for saying that one of themhas cast off the trammels
ofthe Church, and takena wife. There is no such Orderhere
as tha Sisters of Mercy,but there is one of the Order of Saint
Dominic. Thereis not the slightest truthinthe suggestion that
anunhas beenmarried toapriest, or anyoneelse.

To Mr. Howorth:Idid not say anything to Mr.Bell before
laying the criminal information. Itwashis business toknow thatit
wasnot truebeforepublishing? it. Ihave serious doubtsas to whether
he wouldhare publisheda refutationof it,evenifIdid tellhim that
it wasnot true. Iobserve that theparagraphcommencesby stating
that the 'TuapekaTimes' gives currency to the report. Ihavegiven
instructions for proceedings to be instituted against the 'Tuapeka
Times/ butIhavenot yetswornthe information. 1madenoenquiries
whatever as to the circumstances under which the 'EveningStar'
published theparagraph. Itakeproceedings against Mr.Bell because
he is the proprietorof the paper. Ithas nothing to do with the case
whether Mr.Bell was personally concerned in the publicationor not.
Ididnot know thathe was personally concerned in it or otherwise.
Ihave seen the sameparagraph inotLer papers,butIhavenot as yet
commenced proceedings against any of them. The paragraph also
appeared in the New Zealand Tablet,which is the organ of the
RomanCatholicsof Dunedin. Isaw the articlewhich waspublished
in the Tablet ofJuly the 7th.

His Worship:Ido not think thatIcan load the depositions
withanythingwhichtookplacebefore thepublicationof theallegedlibel.

Mr.Howorth:The Bishophas statedthat the Tabletdefends
the views of the Catholics of Dunedin. Inthe article ofwhichI
amspeaking this very paragraphis re-published.

His Worship:Do you meanto say that it isput inwithout
any remark?

Mr.Howorth:Other papers arecopyingthe Tablet article.
His Worship:Thatdoes not affect the allegedlibel,published

previously. The paragraph didnot appearinthe Tablet the same
as in the'Star/

Inreply toa furtherremark fromMr.Howorth,
The Witness said:Youdo notknow what action Imay take

against the Tablet.— (Laughter.)
His Worship said that if Mr.Howorth would keep inmind

whathehadpreviously stated,it wouldsave this discussion.
Mr. Howorthsaidthat hewished whenhe wouldcome to the

defence, toput the article which appearedin the Tablet inas
evidence.

His Worship:Asyou have mentioned it now,Imay as well
say thatIwillnotallow you todo so.

Mr.Howorth:Iwish to show the way theCatholics treated
the thing in their ownorgan.

His Worship:No moreremarks must bemadeon thispoint.
Wemust keepsomesortof order.

Mr.Howorth(to witness):What is avowofcelibacy ?
The Witness:Avow toabstain from matrimony,andallsins

againstchastity.
Mr.Howorth:Marriage, then,is not unehastity? J

The Witness: lamastonished that youask me suchaques-
tion inaChristian Court. Idonotwish tobe disrespectfulto the
Bench:butInever heardsuch amonstrous question.

Mr.Howorth:Idonot seeanything objectionableinthe ques-
tion.

The Witness:ThenIpity you.
Mr. Howorth:Did priests marry in the early ages of the

Church?
TheWitness :Thepresent case refers to clergymen whohad

takenthe vowofcelibacy. If wego into thehistoricalquestionwe
willneverbe done.

Hr.Howorth:Isubmit that is a question that should be
answered. Idonot see whyBishopMoran should supposehimself
aboveother witnesses. Iask his Lordshipif he knows how long
the vowof celibacyhas prevailedin theRomanCatholicChurch.

The Witness :Ihave no difficulty in answering the question,
butifyouenter intoit you will never bedone. Ifyour Worship
saysthatIam toanswer the questionIwill do so,butnot other-
wise.

His Worship:Isayno.
(Conoluded onpage12.


