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think they should be sufficiently productive for theConsolidated
Revenue to bear the whole responsibility. The land compact of
1856 cannot beleftwithout furtherremark. While, asIhavesaid,
■we are willing torespect itinspirit,in letter we arenot willing to
condemn a large portion of the Colony to an outcast existence.
There areparts of the Colony which at presentdonot enjoy con-
siderable land revenue. Iadvisedly say at present, for there are
many who think that in the course of time the districts whichnow
yieldlittle land revenue will yield more than those whichatpre-
sent aremore fortunate. Their case, we are of opinion,must be
met,andwe proposetomeetitbymakingtheConsolidatedRevenue
guarantee to them a sufficient revenue fromland to meet pre-
scribedpayments. The land is to bear thus whateverwecharge
specifically on land, such as the cost of surveys, interest onPro-
vincial liabilities, including the interest on railways, and the one
pound to pound subsidy to road districts we propose sh?ll be
guaranteedyearby year from the ConsolidatedRevenue tobe re-

r covered without interest from any surplus lands revenue inthe
future. The time has come whenthe upsetvalue oflandshouldbe
increased.

Catholic school,and*|of his own accord would sendhim there. I
speakasalaymanmyself;butit musb beadmittedthat thereare
many, perhaps too many, Catholic parents ready to send their
childrentoany school,regardlessof the consequences to their faith
andmorals. Upontheseno doubt priests may,anddoput strong
pressure, as itis their sacred dutyto do, toget them tosend their
childrentoCatholic insteadof other schools. The Catholicshave
nobusiness to interfere with Protestants intheeducation of their
children:yet as citizens theyhave a directinterest inall schools.,
inknowing thateveryschool is subservientto the advancement of
religionandgoodmorals. IfGovernmentschools turn outirreligi-
ous andimmoral characters, the Catholics will suffer, and the good
influence of their ownschools wouldbeinagreat measurecounter-
acted. We cannot keep Catholics and Protestants apart-in the
world,and '" evilcommunications corrupt goodmanners." That
thebulk ofProtestants fear theirreligioustendency of Government
schoolseverywhere is shownby the luniversal efforts theyarenow
makingonbehalf of SundaySchools.

That Sunday Schools are good and necessaryunder any cir-
cumstances is truej yet by themselves they areapoor substitute
for the religious day school. Ihavethe authority of Dr.Frazer,
ProtestantBishopof Manchester, and a good authorityineduca-
tion, for saying that in England common Protestant Sunday
Schools in spite of all their pretentions and parade, are avery
inefficient meansof religious instruction. The amateurlay teachers
do not possess the necessary qualifications to teachanddiscipline
the children. From certain things whichhavebeensaidat Protes-
tant religious meetingsinAucklandof late,IthinkBishopFrazer's
remarks apply here also to some extent. If mere money could
make good schools, in the sense of turning out good and moral
pupils, the Government schoolsof this Colony, andof California,
andAmerica generally ought tobe-thebest that everexisted.

The 'Herald' tells us that a quarter of a million yearly is
spentby the Government of California on their schools;and the
money spentonGovernment schools in this Colony, allnow tobe
conducted on aprinciple "exclusively secular," will soon be im-
mense. Yetwhatare the fruits ina moral andreligious sense of
all this exclusively secular teaching

—
lavish outlay of public

money ? Nothing toboast of if we judge from thestate of the
youths inCalifornia and America generally. A correspondentof
the 'Herald/ writing fromSanFrancisco, toldhow he was shocked
at thehorridblasphemies whichissued inhis hearing from thelips
of someof the Californianhopefuls. The American press generally
is filledwith lamentations over the growing depravity of thepeo-
ple, the youngespecially. A late number of your paper gave a
specimenof this. American rascalityhasbecome aby-word. The
rascals are surely not all foreigners, Catholics, and Irish, which
some wouldhaveusbelieve. The

'Herald
'
itselfhashadoccasion

more thanonce to call public attention to juvenileprofanity and
depravityin this town. The secular schools arenot likely tomend
that,butrather make it worse andworse. If therebe adefective
morality among the youngandthe lower classesinthis Colony and
America, there is evenmore of it in the higher strataof.society,
among the commercial andpoliticalmagnatesof the land,else the
press greatlybelie them. LetCatholics then look wellto them-
selves andtheir schools if they would escape the generalcorrup-
tion. We in Aucklandhavenot only religious day schools,butwe
haveSunday schools too. Ifour youths are not good, they should
be so. Our Sunday Schools areunder theimmediate supervision.of
the priests,and taught in great partby the "ChristianDoctrine
Society," the members of which, mostly young laymen, deserve
the highest praisefor their piety and zealin the work. Mr.Firth
lately hinted tosomeof the Protestant Sunday School lay teachers
that they ought"to preparethemselves

"
for their dutymore than

they do. The members of the Christian Doctrine Societymight
consider,if such ahint apply to them to anyextent, Itis lawful
to take good lessons froman opponent,and the AucklandCatholics
should thank Mr. Errington for having called their attention to
theprevalenceof religious indifference among them, andreligious
indifferenceis the first step topracticalinfidelity. Isaypractical
infidelity, for much of that exists amongnominal Catholics.

Auckland, May 9, 1876.

QUEENSTOWN.
*-t

We have to announce with deep regret the death of Mr. John
Mcßride of the Harp of Erin Hotel. Mr.Mcßride for many years
was residentin this town, where, for sometime,he waspartnerin the
firm ofRobinson,Dick,andMcßride. He was also largelyinterested
in gold-mining, and generally took an active part in any measure
calculated tobenefit the district. His deathwassudden. Itoccurred
in the 36th year of his age,on thenight ofThursday, June 29. A
week previously,his numerous friends and relatives had been sum-
moned toattend,thefuneralof hisyoungestchild,a little girl of about
15 months old. Hehas left to deplore his loss, an aged father and
mother, together with a widow and one little boy. Muchsympathy
is felt with this family in their affliction, for the deceased was widely
esteemed. His charitable disposition ever inclined him to help those
who were in wantofassistance, andhis purseor influence were always
to be foundat the service of those who were in needof aid..He was
a devotedson of the Catholic Church,and his funeral wasone ofthe
most fully attendedthathave takenplacehere.

—
JJ.I.P.

THE AUCKLAND COMMON SCHOOL ACT.
Oub Common Schools Act has a certain show of liberality. It
exempts frompayment of capitation fees those parentswhohave
their children efficiently educated at privateschools; but thenit
still makes thempay the householdschool tax. To Catholics this
mayprovea snare. They may say we are not going to pay to
upholdGovernment schools, andget nobenefitfrom them; wewill
sendour children there, and throw conscience and the warningof
the clergyto the winds. This is possibly the verything the art-
fulcontrivers of the Act meant to bring about. Had theybeen
just andhonest men theywould have exemptedthe classreferred
to fromall payments whateveron account of Government schools.
Money, orsomeother worldly advantage is the trap whichaPro-
testantGovernment and people lay for Catholic consciences, and
sooth to say itis a very dangerous trap, and toooftencatches the
unwaryor weakin principle. NowIwouldcall aGovernmentof
this sort an immoral government, a deceitfulgovernment, a bad
government

—
a government which sets up the golden calf, and

seeks toforce orentice all to fall down and worshipit. Itis no
doubthere,as inAmerica, allclasses of non-Catholicsarecombined
tokeepupsuch schools as will, intheiropinion,most likelysucceed
in shaking the faith of Catholics, and ultimately making them
apostatise. They donot frankly andopenlyavow suchadesignof
course

—
anymore than the late Protestant Archbishop of Dublin

Dr.Whately, openly avowedit whenhe took the leadinestablish-
ingwhat is called the Irish National System of

"
Unsectarian

"
Schools. Yet his published private correspondence shows that
such washis real design. Inpubliche was always trying tomake
the Catholics believe, and did succeed in making evensomeIrish
Catholic Bishopsbelieve that the projected

"
IrishNational

"
sys-

tem of non-sectarian education would not in the least endanger
theprinciplesof Catholic youth. Yet,inprivatehe used verydif-
ferent language. He told his friends that suchasystem,if well
worked, might cure the IrishCatholics of theirpopery in time,and
opentheir eyes to the light of Protestantism But he saidhis
hands weretiedpartly at least, andhecouldnot work the machine
tohis mind. This duplicity is clearly revealedinhis

"life,"as
publishedby his daughter,atleast soIhaveheard,butInever saw
the "biography" myself; someofyour readersmayknow whether
the statementbe true. Itis one seriously implicating themoral
characterof the deceasedprelate. For myselfIshould like tosee
itauthoritativelycontradicted. From all accounts lamnot quite
sure if the Archbishop has not been partially successful inhis
design. IftheNational Schools of Irelandhavenot inducedmany
to apostatise from the Catholic faith, they haveIsuspect cooled
the religious feelings of manyIrishCatholics, andbegotteninthem
anirreligiousand worldly spirit. So far theymay havedamaged
theCatholic religion;but have they in a corresponding degree
benefittedtheProtestant religion ? No;whena Catholic fromany
causebecomes coldly affectedto his church andreligion, heis not
likely to become either a Protestant in a good sense, or amore
honest, faithfulandtrustworthymaninany sense

— certainly not a
moreloyalsubject. What he is likely,or rather certain tobecome
by the change is a worldling and a trimmer, having oneobject
principally in view his own pecuniary gain, for whichhe will
sacrifice, if necessary,his religion or anything else. This is your"liberal" Catholic education in Government secular or pretended
«on-sectarian schools. Idonot say they are all so.— God forbid.

''The graceof Godcando much,andit canprotectaCatholicchild's
faithevenina Government secular schoolprovidedhis parentsdo
their duty byhim. But it is a dangerous place andno mistake
andought tobeavoidedby everyCatholic parent whenitis possi-
bletohavehis child educated in a Catholic school

—
eventhough

that Catholic school be in some respects inferior to Government
schools. Allthat the bulk of Catholic children, andindeedany
children really want,. is a knowledge of reading, writing, and
accounts,andaboveall of the doctrines anddutiesof the religion
their parentsprofess. Itis not from the want of secularknow-
ledge that youths or men become immoral, but from a wantof
religiousknowledge, principles, anddiscipline. On thatground it
is impolitic inGovernments to withdraw their countenance fron
religious schools, whether Catholic or Protestants. It appears
that in their blind zealagainst the Catholic Church they will en
danger thepublic morals toany extent.

TheProtestantpress andpublic areunder thedelusionthatall
Catholic parents wouldsend their children toGovernmentschools
if only left to themselves

—
if theywere notpriest-ridden. That is

amistake. Every Catholic parentproperly instructed in his re-
ligion,if faithful toit,wouldprefer havinghis childeducatedina

TheCatholics of Spainnumber 15,807,753and the Protestants
60,000. Portugal has 4,000,000 Catholics and scarcely anyPro-
testants.

Speaking at Leeds,England,a few days since, CardinalMan-
rung said that about60,000 persons die in that country annually
throughdrunkenness.

The voluntary contributions towards, theCatholic University
of Paris amounts at present to 666,628 francs; those for the
churchof theSacredHeartof Jesus,to2,717,947 francs*
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