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this one of our correspondents takes exception. From the
report of the proceedings at this meeting it would seem, that
deputies appointed by certificates, forwarded from New Zealand
-and other places to the Executive Directory for this purpose,
were, owing to certain objections mads against them, not
allowed to take their seats. But it ulzo transpired that, in
fact, gentlemen appointed in this manner would not have
been legally qualified to sit, since, to do so, i6 would have
been necessary for them to huve been elected by district
boards, of which, as yet, there are none existent in New
Zealand.

Now, it must be evident to all parties that it would be
highly advisable, under any circumstances, that the various
branches of the Society should be duly represented at the

- annual meeting ; hence, were it only to qualify representa-
tives to be legally appointed, it would be most desirable that
guch boards as would enable this to be done should be at
.once established. But it seems that there exists a still more
pressing reason for taking this step, for in the protest of the
officers and deputies of the Melbourne district the following
«clause oceurs ; ** Legally speaking, we claim tu carry out the
business of the Society solely under the provisions of the
¢ Friendly Societies Statute’ of the colony of Vietoria, with.
out reference to apy other colony.” From this it would
appear, that there exists an imperative necessity for the
appointment of some local governing bedies, whase business

. it would be to see that the Society in New Zealand was con-
ducted in accordance with the law of this colouy, and which

would be qualified to adjudicate in matters relating tv the

Yranches here only.

We by no means counsel separation from the Vietorian
head., There is * stiength in union,” and we should be glad
1o see this Socicty become the bond which would unite the
jnterests of the whole Catholic and Hibernisn communities
throughout the colonies, We believe that this would
strongly conduce to the elevation of the whole in the
social scale, while it would ensure on their part, an
attention to the ordinances of the Church, which could
not fail to obtain for them hblessings still more valuable.
It would be the means of perpetuating amongst such of them
as were the descendants of Irishmen so mueh of the nation-
ality of their fathers, as would serve to make precious to them
the recollections of all that these had bome for the faith, so
that they would be zealous in following the good example
afforded them in accordance with the circumstances of their
different pesition, while it would also serve to identify them
more completely with the mighty nation that is springing up
in these regious, as yet, and we trust destined to continue, un-
jmbittered by party animosities, or the recollection of perse-
cution ov injustice. With Melbourne rests the credit of
having originated a Svciety so widely appreciated, and it is
but right that the originator should sit in the place of honor.
Tet Melbourne then continue fo be the acknowledged head ;
this may well be, and yet the brauches may thrive none the
€88,

All the diffienlties may be solved, and all the su’jects of
complaint rectified by the appeintment of district boards, with
enlarged powers calenlated to suit the circumstances of the
Jdifferent braoches, Local iuterests would thus be secured
against neglect or miscomprehension, and deputies legully
appuinted might be sent to the aunral meeting in Melbourne,
so that the branches might have a voice in any matter that
affected the Society as a whole, e write under the belief
that such a plan would find favor with the Victorian authori-
ties, and that, although they perhaps at first did not toresee
the spread of the Society beyond their own Colony, yet that
ey view with pleasure the likelihood which sxists of its
extension far and wide, and are ready to make all reasonable
concessions to such an end, for, althoagh our Christchureh
correspendent takes exception to the action of the Executive

Directory at the last four annnal meetings, we can not lose
sight of the fact that the Hibernion Australian Catholies
of Victoria are ever foremost in the van of enterpri-e, en-
lightenment, and liberality.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Smr—- .

e harve received from the Government printer four numbers of
the Parlinmen‘ary Debates.,

THOs% persons who are interested in floricultural pursuits, or
motters generally connected with the garden or orcliard, would do
well to look over Mr. George Mathews’ calendar for the year, where
they will find much useful information for their guidance in planting,
pruning, or sowing, and will be made acquinted with the names ana
descriptions of many valuable and beantitul trees and flowers.

THR katipo seems to be particularly active in the North Xsland
just now. Another case has oceurred of a gentleman being bitten by
1t ; this time at Napier. The bite caused extreme pain, and resulted
in paralysis of the parts affected.

THE corrsspondence between His Honor the Superintendent and
the Hon. the Premier has been issued in pamphlet form. As we hare
olready given this corecspondence a place in our columns, it is hardly
necessary for us to refer further to it. It, however, appears to us
important to preserve it in convenient shape, for the information and
warning of future legislators, aud, therefore, if only for this, the step
taken is one in the night direction. .

Mgz. H. LeAg, boot saud shoe maker, George street, informs the
public in our advertising columns, that he is now making gentleme:.’s
first-clacs elastic-side and balmoral boots (to measure) for 20s. per
pair. This is certainly a very large reduction on the price usuaily
charged by the trade for first-clase work. Mr. Lear explains how Le
is enabled to make so large a reduction, by saying that the “sweet
saumplicity” of cash payments frees him from bad debts and other
evils that attend the credit system, and we believe it.

Wy have been requested to enumernte certsin of ths move
fortuuate amongst the winners of prizes at the late Art Union. A
large steel engraving of Landseer's * Stag at Bay,” together with an
oil painting of Nicoll's Creek Waterfall, by Mr. Power of Dunedin,
fell to the lot of Miss Dempsey, o lady resident in Qawmaru, Mr.
Gwynne, of Palmerston, won 4 large chromo-lithograph of Lake Como,
in a gilt frame, which, together with ** The S'ag at Bay™ and some
other valuable pictures, was presented by his lordship the Bishop.
Mr. Haggitt, solicitor, of Dunedin, obtained s fine oil painting,
entitled * Horses at Water,” preseated by Mr. MeDonough., A
valuable oil painring of ** The Dupstan,” and a beautifol oleograph of
the Madonns were won by Mr. Mackay, of Queenstown, A large
chromo Lithograph of Lake Coniston fell to Mr. O'shea, of Wellington,
and in addition to tlie magnificent portrait of the Bishop, several
handseme pictures are destined for Timaru. Many of the prizes have
not as yet been claimed, and we have been aslied to state that it would
be desirable they should nt once be sent for, or direetions with regard
to their disposal given.

TrE Saturday Evenings’ Concertast the Temperance Hall continue
an attractive feature wmongst the amusements of Dunedin. Mr.
Sykes’ well-known capacity for managing musical entertainments has
rendered them o decided success, by obtaining a liberal supply of
talent and setting it off to the best advantage.

“Hjs Last LEes,” as represented on Friday evening last ot the
Princess Theatre, by the members of the Press Amateour Dramatic
Club, seems to us to have been done smple jusice to. Mr Thomas
Bracken as O’Calaghan was simply perfect. To thoroughly appre-
ciate his acting in this part, it i3 necessury at some time or other to
have been acquainted with one or more individuals of the unfortunate
class represented, and which is now bappily all but extinct, if not guite
s0. In former days we remember to bave encountered sucl, and not
even in the originels are we conseions of haring observed a more
natural intermingling of the pathetic with the absurd. The true
character, however brilliant mnight have been his ansecedents, was
inevitably a bore, but, although this trait was lhere quite sufficiently
indieated, the talent of the actor and the wit of the part prevented it
trom being spparent in any greater degree, than that necessary to
render the role complete. Of Miss Coiville and the other ladies,
who appeared on this oc asian, it is quile unnecessary for us to speak 3
their names alone are sufficien!. guarantee for the excellenes of any-
thing undertaken by them. When, therefors, we bhave said thatin
our opinion each of the remaining actors very credilably sustajned
his part we have, so fur as in ua lies, given our readers o fuir descrip-
tion of a capital performanece.

TwE sad case of two little girls lost in the bush on the West
Const lately, recalls to us & most melancholy occurience which came
to our knowledge a few yenrs ago in New South Wales, A gentleman,
vesiding in Ghppsland near the border and in the midst of the bush,
lost his little boy, Search was made far and wide and long coutinued,
but with no resalt ; the child could not be found. At length, when
ull hope had been abandoned, and about a year after the event hap-
pened, the bereaved father was riding home one evening, and in ns-
cending the side of 1 gulley close heliud his bouse, hLis horse trod
upon something that reemed to him strange, whon on dismounting to
examine it, he round hdden amongst tl}e brush-weod the remains of
his poor little boy. The child haw perisbed not much more than a
hundred yards from his parents’ door, nutwithstanding the ardent
search made for Lin.

Ir will be seen from our advertisiny columns that Baker's
Hibernicon is again in Dunedin.  The pleasure wiforded by a visit
to this exhibition is no doubt still fresh in the memories of many
residing in this town and neighborhood. Qa all sides were heard
its praise, and we believe that its success in A ustralia quite egualled
that gained by it in New Zealand. The views of Irish svenery here
presented are unrivalled, and while they afford to natives of the

Euwerald Isle a welcome opportunity of refreshing their recollee-
tions of the scenes amidst whieh their early days were passed, they
farnish to those who hail from other eountries means of extending
their acquaintance with the beautiful face of nature, so far as this
may be artiticially represented. There are besides many other at-
tractive features 1n the entertainment, which on the whole may be
said to be one or the most enjoyable ever visited in Dunedin.

V¥ E have been requested to state that the collection of Peter's
Pence in the Invercargill district amounts to £17. The list of sub-
seribers will be published as soon as possible,

John E, Shawhan, a San Francisco stock speculator, has
built & stable at a cost of about 100,000 dols., chiefly to gratify his
wife, who is fond of horses. It contains a parlor handsomely
araished for her use; and the carriage and barness rooms, stalls

nd other apartments, are finished in fine woods.



