
The
'PallMallGazette's'Dublin Bpecial saysit is prettycer-

tain thatthe emigrationfromIreland for1876willbe the smallest
since1841. Itwas only 51,462 lastyear.

The Japanese Government, which has set itself the taßk of
completelyrecasting theinstitutions of the Empire inaEuropean
mould, has just introduced compulsory military service. The
decree whichbears thedate of the sthof November,providesthat
every Japanesewhohas reachedthe age of twenty andis drawnin
the conscriptionshallserve for three yearsin the activearmy,and
be trainedinhis ownprovince. The decree isprefacedby apro-
clamation from theMikado, to the effect that the timeisarrived
for the suppressionof-one of the unjust laws of feudalism,anda
return to the ancient system, under which every citizen was a
soldier, and the army wascomposedof thewholenation. Anarmy
inwhichall the classes in the country are not representedis no
better,addstheMikado, thanaPraetorianguard, If this is acor-
recttranslationwe wonder what idea the comparison will convey
totheordinary Japanese mind. The Mikado's subjects area re-
markably receptiverace,but they can hardly yetbe very wellup
inKoman history.

OnSunday,March26,animposing religious cremony was wit-
nessedinthe fine oldCatholic town ofDrogheda. Inthemorning
all the children of St. Peter'sparish whohad notmade their first
Communion, attendedin thespaciouschurch, inordertomakethat
firstgreat act in their lives. The boys, to thenumberof three
hundred,were the pupils of the Christian Brothers, whoseinde-
fatigableand zealouslabors cannotbe too highly spokenof. The
boys assembledin the schoolof theChristian Brothers,andathalf-
pasteight o'clock they weremarshalledinorder, tinder the charge
of the goodBrothers, Mr. O'Donnell,the respectedSuperior,being
inchief command, andmarchedtothechurch. Theladspresented
averyneat andcomfortable appearanceas,wearingmedals,green
scarfs andwhite rosettes,theymarchedin compact orderthrough
the streets,withuncoveredheads,recitingtheRosaryoftheBlessed
Virgin. In frontwascarriedalargebanner,bearingthe figureof
St. Joseph,patronof theschools. Thenextbanner wastheSacred
Heart,in crimson Batin, elegantly embroidered. Thethirdwasa
pretty greenbanner of St.Patrick,ApostleofIrelandand firstPn-
mateof

"
The Islandof Saints." The fourth wasaneatly gotup

banner, in whitesilk, of theGuardian Angels,and wascarriedby
two little boys. The fifthbanner bore the figureof St. Aloysius
Gonzaga, patron of schools, with neatly illuminatedmottcet—
"Obe/your parentsin the Lord, for this is just;" "Eemember
thy Creatorin the days of thy youth;" "My father(DelaSalle),
thouart the guide ofmy youth,"&c.

THE DUTY OF THE LAITY.
AITHOtrGHthe duty of preaching and propagatingour holy religion
belongs in a special manner to the clergy,to co-operato with themand
give themeveryassistance incarrying onthis holy workhas beenever
deemed the glory of the Irish race. As long as they were a free
people,that freedom was always manifested in dispensing among the
neighboring nations theblessing of their religion, which they never
neglected but when they ceased to be free. There is nowno overt
persecution to create an alarm;but there is an incessant study to
introduce educational contrivances through] school boards, whose
history orexampleaffordsno inducement for their adoption. Itis to
be regretted that several well-meaning men eren among the clergy,
unsuspicious of the crafty designs of those untiring intermeddlers,
suffer themselves to be so easily acquiescent in projects which they
hive reason to deplore. Besides,all those educational schemes add
considerably to thepecuniary burdens of the people. All the school
projects now afloat are not unlike those which, some yearsago,urged
several of the gentry to co-operatewith an adverse government in
planting over the land very expensive model schools and infidel
colleges. What has been the consequence P That the zeal of the
clergy and their faithful flocks took the alarm, and those hostile
buildings remain to the present day striking monuments of the folly
of theirprojectors,as well as of thezeal andpiety of thepeople. It
wouldbe wellif aportion of those funds originally belonging to the
CatholicChurch,of whichit hasbeen despoiled, were restored to it,
for assisting the education of somany youngLevites,bereft of adequate

,fae»ns to complete the varied courseof classics, philosophy and theo-
logy,required by candidates for the priesthood. In the absence of
any such assistance, we are obliged toappeal to the piousgenerosity
of our flocka to come to the seasonable aid of our Church, and to
enable our youngcandidates to realize their aspirationsto thepriest-
hoodin preference to any secular vocation. Itis said, that through
the generous contributionsof thepeople,the ecclesiasticalstudents of
several other dioceses areenabled to go through their regular course
of studiesat Maynooth enjoying free places;so creditable a state of
things will we trust, have a beneficial influence in persuading our
clergy and people to exert themselves in imitating theirexample.-—
ArchbishopMcHale.

Histobicax! Vide"Jurors Beportsand Award*, New Zealand
Exhibition." Jurors: J.A. E*en, J. Butterwortb, T. O. Skinner.
"So far asthe Colony is concerned, thedying of materials is almost
entirely confined to the re-dying ofArticles ofDress andUpholitery,
amost usefulart, for there are many kindsofmaterialthat lose their
colour before the texture is half worn. G. Hibsch, of Dunedin
(Dtobmn Dyb Wobxs, Georgestreet,oppositeRoyalGeorgeHotel)
exhibitsa case of specimensof Dyed Wools,Silks, and Feathers, and
dyed Sheepskins. The colors on the wholeare very fair, and reflect
considerablecrediton theExhibitor,to whomthe Jurorsrecommended
anHonoraryCertificate ahould b© awarded." Honorary Certificate,
629: Gustay Hirich, Dunedin, for specimen! of Dying in BUk
Feathers,&c.

Areturn has justbeen furnished by thePrussianMinistryof
ecclesiasticalaffairs of the amounts withdrawn from the Catholic
bishops,clergy, etc.,in virtue of the confiscation law of the22nd
of April, 1875. They comeuuder threeheads,namely

—
1. Bishop-

rics and institutions appertaining to them. 2. Salaries, etc., for
Catholic clergymen. 3. Improvement of the worldly conditionof
clergymen and teachers. The annual amount withdrawn from
Catholicsunder these heads are (1) £58,422 8s; (2) £59,726 16s;
(3) £17,400 3s; or,altogether, £135,478 7s.
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But it is at the sight of the tomb, the silentporticoof another
world,that Christianity unfolds its sublimity. If thegreaterpart
of theancient religions haveconsecrated the ashesof the dead,not
oneof them has thought to prepare the soulfor thoseunknown
shores from whichitneverreturns.

Inordertosee the mostbeautifulspectacle thatthe earthcan
present,you must see the Christian die. That manisno longer
theman of the world,hebelongsno longer tohis country;allhis
relations with society have ceased. For him the calculationby
timeis ended,andhe datesnowonly withthegreateraof eternity.
A priest seated at his pillow consoles him. This holy minister
communes with the dying one upon the immortality of his soul,
and thesublime scene that the entire antiquityhaspresentedbut
asingle time, the firstof its dying philosophers,is renewedevery
day uponthe palletof the lowest (in station) of the dyingChns-
tians. .

At last the supreme momenthas arrivedja Sacrament has
openedthe gates of the worldto this justman,aSacrament closes
them uponhim; religionbalances him in the cradle of life; its
beautifulsongs anditsmaterialhand stillwilllullhimtosleepin
the cradle ofdeath. Itpreparesthebaptismof this secondbirth;
but itis no longer water that it chooses, it is oil,the emblemof
celestialincorruptibility. The liberating Sacramentbreakslittle

!by little theearthlyties ofthe faithfulone;his soul,half escaped
from his body, becomes almost visible upon his countenance.
Alreadyhe hears the music of the Seraphim;nowhe is ready to
fly away towards those regionswhere theDivineHope,thedaugh-
terof Virtue and of Death is beckoning him. Inthemeantime
the angelof peace,descending towardsthisrighteous one,touches
his weary eyes with her sceptre of gold,andcloses themdelight-
fully to the light. He dies, and his friends do not hear his last
breath; he dies, and,long after he is no more, theykeep silent
around his couch, for they think that he still sleeps; thus this
Christianhaspassedbeyond (this earth) with delight.—Chateau-
briand.

TEMPLE BAR'S IDEAS ON SPANISH STEWS.
++— —

Itis "Hail, fellow, well met" in this country."especially among
thepeasantry;andyouareheartily welcometoa'share of thepoor
man's stew. "

No hay ollasin tocino
l»i sermon sinAgostino,"

saysthe Spanish proverb. ("No stew withoutbacon:nosermon
withoutaquotation from St. Augustine.") And, in this refrain,
you have the key to Spanish cookery

— stewing and salt meat.
Anotherproverbsays:"Every Spaniardknowshowtostew;

"
and

this is true. IntheprisonsofSpain it isnotthe cookwhobecomes
thecook,butthe man who conducts himself well,itbeing taken
for granted thathe is able tocook. The cookery of thepooris on
this fashion:Inthe cottage is a brick shelfwith two little holes,
each oneabout a footdeep andhalf a footin diameter;these are

f calledtheornillas or cookingstoves. The charcoalisplacedin the
bottomof these, andis fanned intoa flameby the shaking toand
froofawisp infront of the outletfromtheornilla, opening to the
front. On the topof the two ornillas arsplaced the twoearthen*
warepots, orpucheros, which contain the viands to beconverted
into olios,or stews. Frenchand Englishstoveshavehardly found
their way,as yet,intothe Spanishkitchen. Inthebest houses you
will constantly see the cook fanningher charcoalfires, andthe two
littlebrownpots simmering over the blue, flickeringflame, while
thequailsand decoy partridges chirrup and chirp as the savory
scent fills the air. "Roasting, boiling areall butunknown; every-
thingmust be stwed. Without a stew our stomach cries aloud!
Andif toastew the Andalusian peasantcan adda dishof snails
somuchthe better. But, poor fellow,herarely cando so. Meat
is,owing thedrought,sold atone shillingandsixpenceper pound,
andbreadatsix farthings per pound. In Spain, in themarkets
andamong thepoor, the whole account is reckoned incwrtos, or
farthings;andso theEnglishbuyer willbe puzzledtobe told that
he owes fifty-nine farthings! The cheapest stew, that which is
eatenby the verypoorest,is calledpota, orpottage

—
the veritable

redpottageofthe ancient sacredstory. Itis composedas follows:
Oil, salt,redbirdpepper,and watertothebrim, aremixed together
andpouredintoabrown jar half full of haricot beans, orgarbanzos
orpotatoes;the whole goes on simmering upon the fire untilit
turns toakindof thick soup, whenit is eaten, withbread,by the
wholepartyout of the self-same open dish into whichithas been
turnedtocool,the family, sitting around, each with woodenspoon
inhand, and each dipping his spoon in the dish for hisportion
withmarvellous regularity. But this is the fare of thepoorestof
thepcor. Another dish,alsocommon to the verypoor,is the sopa
de ajo,or garlic soup. This is made of garlic, shreddedhardcrusts
of bread,(oil, salt and water;and, as garlic and oil arecheapas
dirt,and the breadis bought three days |old,it costs hardly any-
thing.— " TempleBar.'
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