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Irigh Church to the Rock of Peter will be loosened, or perhaps
snapped asunder. Veneration will give way to dislike, dislike to
hoatility, and between hostility to the priests and a total disvegard
to religion, there are only very few mieps. Whereas, if the priests
be men of God, devoted to His service, devoted to prayer, to the
fulfilment of their dutics to the Church, then the peuple will still
continue to love and venerate them, and all the stratagewmns and
wiles of Batan will be completely batled. Persecution will only
endear still more the priests to the hearts of their people. Ttis by
these means that we are to transmit unimpaired the faith which
wag bought for us on the Hill of Calvary, and preserved not only
by the direct grace of God, but by the hercic sufterings of cur
ancegtors. It 1s by thuse means that we ghall be enabled to trans-
mitthe faith to future generations, to Le to them the fruitful source
of everything good. But, how are we to obtain this sanctity of lite
80 necessary for our own salvation, and the salvation of our Hock ?
It is by keeping constantly hefore onr eyes the great Model of
Sanctity, Our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and by
endeavoring at all times to fashion our words, our thoughts, and
our actions on His bright example, so that we may he gualified to
say to onr Hock what St. Paul said to the Christians of his day—
** Be ye imitators of me as I am of Christ Jesus.” Now what were
the virtues which Our Blessed Lord displuyed in His own person,
and proposed for cur example 7 First. He was humble; He lowered
Humselt to the deepest huwmiliation ; He was born in a vile stable,
and He expired on an infamous gibbet., After heing spat upon,
struek on the tace, hooted as a fool, derided as a mock king, and
scourged at o pillar, He was erowned with thorns and crucified.
Oh what an example of humnlity is this! And He cniorves exawple
by the truths He enounces. He has told us that tee true path to
lasting grandeur is the path of humility, He has warned us that
unless we become as little children we shull not enter into His
kingdom. He has told us that he who has humbled himsclf even
as o Lttle chald shall be the grenter in the kimgdom of Ieaven.
He agsures ns that the poor sorrowing pullican, notwithstunding
his misdeeds, of which he repunted, was tar greater in the sight ol
God than the proud FPharisee with oli his showy virtues. Now thig
virtue of humility is cevtainly the groundwork, the basis of all that
is solid in the Christian character. Pride is the mark of Satan upon
the soul. Pride is the sonrce of innumerable sins in all, aud
especially whenever it is found in the clergy. It is the source
of disohedience, quarrveliing, detraction, of enmities, and, worst
of all, of hewesivs. Whuat was it tuat led those men, Arus,
Nestorius, lutyches, Pelagins, Fhotius, Luther, Cualvii-—wiat
induced these men to rebel against the Church of God, lewdmy
myriads with them to destruciion? What was it but mmtellectun
pride? Thenit is tor us to search into the recesses of our own
hearts to see whether that vice of pride, that tatal intatuntion of
the mind dwells within our bosoms. Are we humbiel Are we
better pleased to mimster in the lower places of the sancwmary than
in ite exalted siatioms that Involve the terrible responsibiusty tor
the greater number of souls ! Ave we free trom amition ¥ or, on
the other hand, are we habituaded to dwell upon our lewrnmy, upon
our talents, upon our cloguence, or upen oW viritiis? Do we bear
with slights, or do we nob fake fire at .the least aﬂ’royb, reul or
supposed ?  Oh, if sueh be the cuse, letus implore of Alwdghty God,
through the intercession of tie greatest created model of humility,
the humblest of all creatures, the blessed Mother of God, to grant
ua the grace of true huvulily, which, by making us initate Cnrnist
in this world, will insure tor us a place near Him in His own brght
kidgdom in the next. But Christ was not only imumble; Ho was
also meck. The hrused yeed He did not break; the smoking flax
He did not extingnish. He hore not only the ignorance, the
gtupidity, the contentions of His disviples; but He bore also the
outrages, the suvage cruelties which were heaped upon Hun.  And
when the yells of gratibed malice mocked ot every acath throe thut
quivered through His lacerated frame what was His petition to ths
Heavenly Father? Was it for punishment on those nugraterul
heings? No.  Father,” e exelanmed, “torgive them; tuey know
not what they do.”  Oh, this is truc chavity. This s the charity
that we as priests and bBishops are enlled upon o mmitate. It we
wish to be recognised as the true tolluwers of Chiist on His judg-
ment Doy we wust love all—whether iriends or ioed, wiolher
strangers or our fellow-countrymen ; whe her those of our own
religion or those who are unhapply wandering i the muazes ot
error. We must love espeeially tiie members oi our flock, not ouly
jn word, but in deed and in tyuth. We must love even sheni when
their misdeeds wring our huarts with anguish. Our Iove must
pursue thew in therr wandermngs, hopmg all things, hearing ali
things, ready to sacrifice cursclves for thewr everlasting happruess.
‘But the preat virtne that appeared in the conduct or Qur Blessed
Lord was devotedness 1o Hig Mather and His Father's interesis,
He came into this world, as He says, not to do His own will, but
the will of Him who sout Min:. What are the first words recorded
of Him? Do you not know,” said e to His Dblegsed mother,
«that I must he whbout My Father’s business®™ What meat

refreshed Him in His weary jowrney in quest ol losi souls? Ie
tolls us IMimself it was the domg the wikl of His Father. It was

this that cansed Him to have recoursc to prayer as Lis best con-
golation amidst ull the ingratitude that Ele met with dvon men.
After days of fatizue he spent all nights in prayer, as the Evangelists
assure us.  When ot Jerusalem He wuas accustonsed, wien the
shadows of evening were falling upon the carth, to retive to the
dark olive grove, and there pour torth to His Heavenly Iather
expresgions of hurning love and petitions for mubappy mau.  And
so mvariable wiz this custom that the traitoy Juuas, without the
slightest hesitulion, meeting the satetlites of ihe igh Purest, went
to the garden, certain that he would there find his Letrayed blaster
in prayer. Thisis the great viriue at which we should all nim.
This ought t> be the true charaeteristic of the priest. Whis it is
which +ill render his yole sweet and his burden light.  IForm all
the vesolulions we may, our resolutions shkall be brvken, gur courage

shall £ail, and we shall find our struggles against unruly inclina.
tions too wearisome, and the temptations of life too powerful for
weakness such as ours. But if we love God in the way He com-
mands—with our whole hearb, our whole soul, with all our mind
and all our strength, then virbue, instead of being a wearisome task,
will become the source of the greatest delight, producing in us that
blessed peacs, that banguet of the soul, that sunshine of the heart,
wh.ch true lovers of Christ will always enjoy. Now is this devobed,
love of God the mainspring of all our actions? Is it for this we
have labored? Is it for tis we have prayed? Is this the ani-
mating principle of all our conduct? If 1t is not, if we do not give
our hourts fully to God, then, indead, we shall wander away from
Hig servige, and we shall hecome the odour of destruction instead
of the odour of life to our flock. Let us remember at all times that
it we had faith toremove mountains, if we had the gifts of prophecy
and of all knowledge, if we spoke with the tongues of angels, still
if we had not that tull and all-penetrating love of God, we are as
worthless in His sight even as sounding brass and tinkling cymbals.
HMumility, patience, and charity, devoted love of God, are the graces
we ourht to imitate from the example set us by Christ. Let us
pray to Almighty God that we muey copy them into our conduct;
that we may disregard the pleasures and pomps of this world
which He despised ; and which on our baptism day we promise¥
renounce. 'Then we sholl he as living gospels 1o owr flack. They
shall see in our conduct how Christ would have acted under similar
cireumstances ; their hearts shaill be still united, that so the faith
ghall be preserved and transinitted from generation to genexation,
to be the best blessing to God’s people. And if in ewltivating a
| spivit of holiness to enable us to triumph over every temptation, we
tnd constant watehfnlness and every sacrifice of inclination neces-
sary, let us go in gpirit to Pilot’s hall or to the hill of Calvary, and
see how the Son of God loved ws, how His love was written for ne
by tlie scourge that tore His back, and the iromt nails driven info
His quivering hands and feet; let us there tamk of the amazing
rewnrd whicy He hus preparved lor us. Generous as we may be
towards e, God will never be ontdone in yencrosity. There is
not a saerifice which we make for Hum that He will not abundantly
repay, and in a manner worthy of His own most bountiful nature.
He has promised that He will seat us on Iis throne; that we shall
enter into joy; that we shall have all that bliss which the human
heart could not in its present sinte cndvre without absolutely
bresking with delight, aud which, even in its disembodied state, it
could not bear untess it was fortined by another gitt from God—the
Light of glory. Let us then constantly thinlk of these immense
rewards, lor we are agsured that “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
nor hath it enfered into the heart uf man to conceive the joys which
Fod has prepaved tor those who love him.”

When the sormon had finished the Cardinal took his place at
the faldstool betere the altar and entoned the psalm * Satvwm me
Jue,” which was continued to its close by the prelatesand.the ghoir
of priests. His Bininence then pronounced the solemn invocation
to the Holy Ghost that He would descend upon the Coundil and
guide its deliberations, so that no human consideration-~-neither
tear nor iavor--should cause its memhers to deviato in the least
degrec rrom the wuy of truth and justice. 'The Latany of the Saints
wuas next sung, his Eminence invoking o blessing on the Council
before ine conclusion of the supplications; that portion of the
Gospel of B4, Luke which reco.ds the sending forth by our Lord of
His Apostles *“to preach the Kingdom of Giod and heal the infirm”
wus shanted by the deacon ; the hymn of the Holy Ghost was again
solemunly and :mpressively given by the assembled ecclesiastics, and
the public portion of the wanguvation was then completed. All
not belongmy to the Synod were reguested to vetive, the chapel
doors wore closed, and the Council went into the session for delibexa~
tion and for busmess.

It will, no doubt, have heen remarked that we have made no
mention of a luy atlondance at the eoremonial.  Theve weve, indeed,
some of the laity present, but tuey were very few. This 15 easily
accounted tor. 'he College chapol is very smail, and it was feared
that it any public intunalon were given that the laty would be
aduutied to the function such numbers would have come as it
woulkd have heen lonnd absolutely mmpossible to accommeodate in
Pthe chopel. We need not say that this abserce was 1ot caused by
any mduierence to the seleinn and touching nite of the day—they
wolld have been present mm thousands it room for the tnousands
cowld have been provided. If they were not preseat in bady, they
were present in spivit, and we are sure that teere was not a patish
in lrewnd i which nisiy and many & prayer was hot offered yester-
day tor every needful light and guidanee tor the venerable assembly
Wt 18 now congregaled m Maynooth, Had the new church of the
college, 1or winen ull so anxicusly longing, and whose want was
never more paivtilly felb than on yesteruay, been in existence in
all its Lue proportons and capacities, 16 would have been found
only oo limited to have veeeived all of Irelund's priesthood and
aty who would have gladly thronged to the function of the
Couneil's innugaraticn.— London ‘Lablet.’

TLixornaxp AND FRANCE AS WEiNE DRivgurg~-Mr. Vizeteily in
his  Wines of the World ™ tells us thal, wath all the incresssd con-
sumpiion of wine in the United Kmgdom, a compurison of the quan-
Lity dvunlk durmg the year 1572 by 1,851,792 Pamsians, with the
quantity consued during the same year by 31,628,338 inhabitants of
Girent Britain and Ireland, shows how litule o wine-drinjung people
we readly ave.  The Parisians drank ne less than 83,849,304 gullons
of wine, equal Lo duk gallons per head, whereas the entire population
of the United Kingdomur drank merely 16,578,169 gallons, or less than
oug-fitth of the guantity cousumed Ly the mbabitants of Paris alone,
and only & little beyona half a pailon perr head,

Yopeen BAxk Nores.—ller Majesty’s Censul at Stoclholm re-
ports thut the banks m Sweden will no longer eash Bank of Engiand
notes, in consequenco of the nunerous forgeries said to be in cireula-
twn on the Continen,
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