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NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Friday, November 19, 1875.

L

IMPORTART TO ADVERTISERS.
YHE PROPRIETORS of the Taprer wish to draw attention
t0 the faet that
‘THE TABLET

lias
NOT ONLY THE LARGEST CIRCULATION
f

N o
ANY WEEKLY JOURNAL IN NEW ZEALAND
but also

CIRCULATER IN EVERY POWNSHIP
Of the Celony, the list of Subseribers taking in all the

Towns in
OTAGO MARLBOROTGH
SOUTHLAND TARANAKIL
CANTERBURY WELLINGTON
NELSON ATUCKLAND
BAWKES BAY WESTLAND

Being something move than an ordinary newspaper, it hes claims
which no other Weekly can putb forward, inasmuch as it is taken in all
perts of New Zealand, independently of lucal journals, on account of
o class of reading to be found in its columms mot to be met with
elsewhere.

The Proprictors can, therefove, confidently assert that

AS AN ADVERTISING MEDIUM
THE ‘TABLET’® STANDS WITHOUT A RIVAL!!

WE wish to inform our Country friends, that Mz, OLIVER

CUMMINS, our travelling Agent, will visit the following
towns during the month, viz. :—Lnwrence, Roxburgh, Alexandra,
Clyde, Cromwell, Arrowtown, Cardrons, Queenstown, Shotover, and
Skippers.

KNOTICE.

qUBSCRIBERS removing from one part of the Colony to another
) will please notify the same by leifer, and thereby save them-
selves and us unnecessary trouble and expence

It is reqrested that any irregmlarity in the delivery of THE
TABLET be notified to the Managor, so that means niny he taken to
rectify the mistake.

Subscribers are also requested o Lear in mind the fact that the
expenses of the paper are very hesvy, and have to be met regularly.
If they will take the hint and pay their subseripiions with regularity it
would save the Company considerable inconveniznce.

All Monoy Orders to be made payable to Mg. J. J. CONNOR,
Manager, TasreET Office, Stafford Street, Dunedin.

ANSWERS TO CORRESIONDENTS.

" Wz have had twoinguirvies from Lawrence in veference to the height
of Daniel O’Conuneil, and have taken some troubls to uscertain
the information reguested. All we car find is that O’Connell
was over six feet high, and as we have bad the happiness of
knowing the liberator we should say that, although we eannot
give his exact height and so setile any question of dispute,
when it is stated that he was over six feethigh, it may be taken
as correct.
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Fiat JUSTITIA.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1875.
WANTED A POLICY.

—_—te———

TiE patrons of Abolition are loud in the expression of their
disappointment at the reticence of provincialists, This reti-
cenice has been written down as a serious fuult, and the
advocates of provincialism have been censured for not putting
forth a scheme of govermment to take the place of the provin-
cial form. This is extraordinary. In spite of the deter-
mined opposition of provineialists, the present Government dnd
their supporters have carried o Bill to abolish provinces at the
end of the nextsession of Parliament ; and having done this,
they turn round on their opponents and blame them for not
snggesting something to take the place of provincialism, for-
getting, or at all events acting as if they had forgotten, that
the Abalition Act of last session may be repealed in the
- next, and that it was with o view to the possibility, nay pro-
bability, of such a repeal, that the Abolition Act itself provided
that it should not take effect till another session had elapaed.
Logieally, therefore, provincialists, had they been foolish
enough to do what ubolitionists affect to have expected ther
to do, would have relinquished their legitimate position and
abandoned their vantage ground,  Xn a word, had they done
as their adversaries seemed to wish them to do, they would
have weakly given up their policy, and become the dupes of
their. political enemies, The opposition of last session has
its policy, which may be summed up in these words:—DPro-

vineialism modified to meet the exigencies of the present.

This, however, does not appear reasonable to abolitionists;
these seem to think that it is pecnliarly the duty of those
who opposed the (Government scheme, "and whe intend, if
possible, to repeal the chnoxions Abolition Act next session,
to propound a policy in lieu of that which they are determined -
to uphold. Why? Is it that they are themselves uaableto
devise a satisfagtory scheme of government to take the place
of the provinces they would abolish? It would seem™so;
hardly any other conclusion appears possible under the circum-
stances. 'Their political powers, therefore, are entirely destrac-
tive, without auy admixture of the constructive or reparative
elements,

But provincialists may justly ask abolitionists why they
themselves do not propound a scheme of government, and
why they wait for windfalls from their oppunents. The
Government party is bound to propose a satistactory measure
for local government, but as yet all their attempts in thig
direction have proved ubter failures and mere delusions.
What have they proposed to give ns in place of provinces?
Municipulities, road boards, and shires, and endowments—
nothing more. We lave all these things already, and
under wmore saticfactory conditions than those offered by
abolitionists,. We have municipalities, road boards, and
endowments, and the people of this province of Otago have
a shire law, of which they can avail themselves whenever and
wherever they please.

dbolitionists, then, after having, so far as they eould,
deprived the people of the management of their own affairs,
magnanimously propose to compensate them with that species
of local government which they alrea:ly possess, minus, Low-
ever, some very liberal provisions of our Shire Act, and the
control of a large portion of the land fund! Itis wonderful !
Provincial governments are to be utterly destroyed, aud our -
compensation, which it is said will be a vast improvement on
the present order of things, is to consist in a part, and a part
only, of the rights and endowments the people enjoy at this
momeéent.  Tue attempt of the abolitionists is. then, a bare-
faced attempt to cartail the rights of the provinces by
diminishing their liberties and pilfering from them a portion
of their revenunes by a proeess of law, ’

This is how the matter appears to us, and to many others,
and our surprise is great to find that np to the present, not-
withstanding frequent assurances that New Zealand should
have more efficient local self government than Leretofore, not
one member of the Cabinef, not one writer dr speaksr on the
abolitivn side has ventured even to hint as to what this local
self government is to be. It would be worse than idle fo
introduce again the Local Government Bill of last session.
1t would be scouted out of the ITouse amidst the laughter
and jeers of hon. members, because it would give, in place of
the control over our own affairs which we now possess through
provincial governments, actually less local government than
we have already under and side by =ide with provineinl
governments, Yet, so far as appearances go, the abolition
party is incapable of devising any other scheme. In.fact,
they have admitted as mueh, for have not their leaders
afirmed again and again that nothing could be definitely
seteled till time and experience had developed our wants and
their remedies? 'The Abolition Act, therefore, is a leap in
the dark, and the Governiment forces the peuple, or endeavours
to do so, out of the well-beaten track in which they have
advanced to an almost nnparalleled pitch of prosperity, in
order to launch them on an untrodden way which leads no
une lenows where, The abolitionists want a poliey : being
puzzled on the subject, they fall foul of .provincialists for not
providing them with what they are so sorely in need of, and
abuse them roundly for not providing them with the necessary
article,

Li

MR, MACANDREW’S PAMPHLET.

Sivce the above leader was put in type, an important
pamphlet from the pen of the very able Superintendent of
of Otago has been published. We regret exceedingly that
owing to our not having received a copy of this brochure in
time to write -at lengbh about it this week, our present
notiee of it must be rather short and unsatisfactory. In
our next issue, however, we shall probably reprintiit in ifs
outirety, at all events we shall criticise it fully. -

Here, and now, we may say there is nothing in this
pamphlet to which we object, nothing that is at all in
antagonism o the views advocated by the Tanrer from the
begiuning on the question of ddolition. We ean go further
and say that although we have never been of Mn. Mic.



