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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
We havehadtwo inquiriesfrom Lawrenceinreferenceto theheight

ofDaniel O'Cornell,andhave takensome trouble toascertain
the informationrequested. All we can findis that O'Connell
■wasover six feet high, and as we have had thehappiness of
knowing the liberatorweshould say that, althoughwe cannot
givehis exact height and so settle any question of dispute,
whenitisstated thathe wasover six feethigh, itmaybe taken
as correct.
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WANTED A POLICY.

This, however,does not appear reasonable to abolitionists;
these seem to think that it is peculiarly the duty of those
who opposed the Government scheme, "and who intend, if
possible, to repeal the obnoxious Abolition Act next session,
to propoundapolicy inlieu of that which they are determined
to uphold. Why? Is it that they are themselves .unable.to
devise asatisfactory scheme of government to take theplace
of the provinces they would abolish? It would seenfso;
hardly any other conclusionappears possibleunder the circum-
stance?. Theirpolitical powers,therefore, are entirely destruc-
tive, without any admixtureof theconstructive or reparative
elements.

Butprovincialists may justly ask abolitionists why they
themselves do not propound a scheme of government, and
why they wait for windfalls from their opponents. The
Government party is bound to propose a satisfactory measure
for local government, but as yet all their attempts in this
directiqn have proved utter failures and mere delusions.
What have they proposed to give us in place of provinces?
Municipalities, roadboards, and shires, and endowments—
nothing more. We have all these things already, and
under more satisfactory conditions than those offered by
abolitionists. We have municipalities, road boards, and
endowments, and the people of this province of Otago have
a shire law,of which they canavail themselves whenever and
wherever they please.

Abolitionists, then, after having, so far as they cnuld,
deprived the peopleof the management of their ownaffairs,
magnanimously proposeto compensate them with thatspecies
of local government which they already possess, minus, how-
ever, some very liberal provisionsof our Shire Act, and the
controlof a large portion of the land fund! Itis wonderful!
Provincial governmentsare to be utterly destroyed, and oar
compensation, which it is said will be a vast improvement on
the present order of things, is to consist in a part,and a part
only, of therights and endowments the people enjoy at this
moment. Tue attempt of the abolitionists is. then, abare-
faced attempt to curtail the rights, of the provinces by
diminishing their liberties andpilfering from thema portion,
of their revenuesby aprocess of law. ■

This is how the matter appears to us,and to many others,
and our surprise isgreat to find that up to the present, not-
withstanding frequent assurances that New Zealand should
have more efficient local self governmentthan heretofore,not
one memberof the Cabinet,notone writer or speaker on the
abolition side has ventured even to hint as to what this local
self government is to be. It would be worse than idle to
introduce again the Local Government Billof last session.
Itwouldbescouted out of the House amidst the laughter
and jeers of hon.members, because it would give, inplace of
the control over our ownaffairs which wenow possess through
provincial governments, actually less local government than
we have already under and side by side with provincial
governments. Yet, so far as appearances go, the abolition
party is incapable of devising"any other scheme. Insfact,
they have admitted as much, for have not their leaders
affirmed again and again that nothing could be definitely
settled till time and experiencehad developedour wants and
their remedies ? The Abolition Act, therefore, is aleap in
the dark, andtheGovernment forces thepeople, or endeavours
to do so, out of the well-beaten track in which they have
advanced to an almost unparalleled pitch of prosperity,in
order to launch them on an untrodden way which leads no
oneknows where. The abolitionists want a policy :being
puzzled on the subject, they fall foul of "provincialists for not
providing them with what they are so sorely inneedof, and
abuse them roundly for not providing them withthenecessary
article.

MR. MACANDREW'S PAMPHLET.

Since the above leader was put in type, an important
pamphlet from the pen of the very able {Superintendent of
of Otago has been published. "We regret exceedingly that
owing to our nothaving received acopy of this brochure in.
time to write at length about it this week, our present
notice of it must be rather short and unsatisfactory. In
our next issue,however, weshall probably reprintit in its
entirety,at all events we shall criticise it fully.

Here, and now,we may say there is nothing in this
pamphlet to which we object, nothing that is at all in.
antagonism to the views advocated by the Tablet from the
beginning on the questionof Abolition. We can go further
andsay that although we have never been ofMb.Mao--

The patrons of Abolition are loud in the expressionof their
disappointmentat the reticence of provincialists. This reti-
cence has been written down as a serious fsiult, and the
advocates of provincialism,have been censured for not putting
forth a scheme of government to take the place of the provin-
cial form. This is extraordinary. In spite of the deter-
minedopposition ofprovincialists, the presentGovernment and
their supporters have carried a Billto aboli«h provinces at the
end of the nextsession of Parliament;and having done this,
they turn round on their opponents and blame them for not
suggesting something to take the place of provincialism, for-
getting, or ac all events acting as if theyhad forgotten, that
the Abolition Act of last session may be repealed in the

" next, and that it was with a view to the possibility, nay pro-
bability, of such a repeal,thatthe Abolition Act itself provided
that it should not take effect till another session had elapsed.

Logically, therefore, provincialists, had they been foolish
enough to do what abolitionists affect to have expected them
to do, would have relinquished their legitimate position and
abandoned their vantage ground. Ina word, had they done
as their adversaries seemed to wish them to do, they would
have weakly givenup their policy, and become the dupes of
their- politicalenemies. The opposition of last session has
its policy, which maybe summed up in Ihese words:— Pro-
vincialism modified to meet the exigencies of the present.
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IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS.

THE PROPRIETORS of the Tablet wish to draw attention
to the fact that

'THE TABLET'
has

NOT ONLY THE LARGEST CIRCULATION
of

ANY WEEKLY JOURNAL INNEW ZEALAND
butalso

CIRCULATES INEVERY TOWNSHIP
Of the Colony, the list of Subscribers taking in all the

Towns in
OTAGO

"

MARLBOROUGBZ
SOUTHLAND TARANAKI
CANTERBURY WELLINGTON
NELSON AUCKLAND
HAWKESBAY WESTLAND

Being somethingmore thanan ordinary newspaper,ithas claims
"which noother Weekly canput forward,inasmuch as it is takeninall
partsof New Zealand, independently of local .journals, onaccount of
aclass of reading to be found in its columns not to be met with
elsewhere.

The Proprietors can, therefore, confidently assert that
AS AN ADVERTISING MEDIUM

THE 'TABLET' STANDS WITHOUT A RIVAL!!

WE wish to inform our Country friends, that Mb. OLIVER
CUMMINS, our travelling Agent, will visit the following

towns during the month, viz.:— Lawrence, Roxburgh, Alexandra,
Clyde, Cromwell, Avrowtown, Cardrona, Queenstown,Shotover, and
Skippers.
~~

NOTICE.

SUBSCRIBERS removingfrom one partof the Colony to another
,^. will please notify the same by letter,and thereby save them-
selves andus unnecessary trouble and expence

It is requested that any irregularity in the delivery of THE
TABLETbenotifiedto the Manager, so that means may be taken to
rectify themistake.

Subscribersare also requested to bear in mindthe fact that the
expensesof the paper are veryheavy, and have to be met regularly.
If they ■will take the hintandpaytheirsubscriptionswithregularityit
"wouldsave the Company considerableinconvenience.

All Money Orders tobemade payable to Mb. J. J. CONNOR,
Manager, Tablet Office, StaffordStreet, Dunedin.


