
DANIEL O'CONNELL.
Dublin is celebrating to-day— and has indeed been celebrating
for the last three days— the Centenary of the Liberator Daniel
O'Connell.

This centenarycelebration willdoubtlessrevive intheminds
of mostEnglishmen a fame which inany casewascertain torevive
ofitself. We arebetter able nowto judge of O'Connellth<n his
immediatecontemporarieswere. Nomanduring his lifetimecould
have been subjected to greater extremes of condemnation and
extravagancesof praise. The vast majority of hia ownpeople
adored him; and not merely adored him—

for to certain natures
adoration is easy work

—
butobeyedhim as implicityas if hehad

beenadespoticmonarch. No man in our day has had anything
like the same amount of populardevotionofferedtohim that was
given to O'Connell for many years by the Irish Catholics. Hia
wordonany questionwaslaw;his judgmentwas aninterpretation
not to be gainsayed. Allthis time heused tosayof himself,and
withperfect justice, thathewas" thebest-abusedmanalive." It
isacurioua study to look back to the language inwhichmanyof
theEnglish journals

— and,ofcourse,theIrishConservativejournals
as well

—
used to describe O'Connell.- "Knave," "scoundrel,"

"thief," and"liar" were familiar epithetsin the vocabulary. But
perhaps eventheseillustrationsof party feelingare not so strange
as those which are supplied by the frequent useof such wordsaa
"fool," "blockhead," and "ignoramus." "A poor contemptible
idiot"one criticdescribedhim tobe. Anotherexults overhis total
defeat in a contest of eloquence with a respectable middle-class
member of Parliament whose name-we shall not mention, and
whose name,indeed,if we did mention it, wouldconveyno ideaof
anykind tothe presentgeneration.

The main factsof O'Connell'slifeareeasily recounted. O'Con-
nell was a Catholic and a Celt. He was born in a wild and
picturesque part of Kerry

—
it is hardlynecessary to saythat his

birthdaywas the6th of August,1775. Habegan to takea leading
partinadvocating the claims of the RomanCatholics about1803;
he foundedwithSheil theCatholic Association;he forced his way
into Parliamentin 1829,held his monster meeting in 1843, and
died in 1847. There are scores of men that are now living in
Dublin

—
some of them that are to igure prominentlyinthe cele-

brationto-day—
whohadthehonoroi shaking hands withO'Con-

nell,of dining with him,talking with him, and living in the very
light of his countenance. Afc least two men are alivenow who
sharedhis imprisonment thirtyyearsago, and are thusliftedhigh
above the ground of those Irish politicalpersonages,who,as Sir
Wilfrid Lawson observedinarecent debate in theHouseof Com-
mons, have "all at some time or other been in prison." These
distinguishedmen areMr.Thomas Matthew Ray and Sir CharJ«3
GravanDuffy, who next to the Q'Connell family havetheplace of
honourin theprocession marching through the streets of Dublin
to-day;the thirdplacehaving,inresponse to a formalapplication,
been assigned to Mr. Patrick O'Brien,on thedoubleground that
he was bailsman for Sir Charleß Duffy and Mr.Ray, and that, to
quote his own words,he "also had the honor of entertainingthe
Liberator before he went to prison." But, widely beyond these
exceptionalcases,the commonpeople of Dublin take-affectionate
recognitionof the factthat they liveinthe verycitywhere"Dan"
dwelt, and they can point out to the admiring stranger thehouse
inMerrion-aquarethat was O'Connell's. Thousands of them can
vividlyrecallthat Saturday morningin September,1844, whanall
Dublinwentout toRichmondBridewelltobringback theLiberator,
himselfliberated. The carherode backin—

described in contem-
poraryrecords as amagnificent triumphalchariot,linedwith green
velvet,and gorgeous withpurple andgold

—
appears to-day. Ithas

beenoiledand painted,and furbished up fortheoccasion, andwill
doubtlessbe anobject of affectionateregard.

The celebration commencedyesterday with a religious cere*
monyin the Roman Catholic pro-Cathedral. Pontificalmass waa
celebratedin themorning by the Bishop of Limerick, the sermon
being preachedby theArchbishop of Cashel. CardinalCullenwas
present,in company with a large number of British and foreign
archbishops, bishops, ami ecclesiastics of tha Roman Catholio
Church. On Thursday afternoon there was a performance of
JBlijah in the ExhibitionPalace;and in the eveningaconcert in
thesame place, theprogramme of music being exclusivelycontri-
buted by Irish composers. Last night the LordMayorprivately
entertainedalarge number of guests. To-day the great event is
theprocessionthrough the principalstreets of Dublin,which, isof
anationalcharacter,and initare foundrepresentativesof colonies
of Irishmen from, all thecornersof theearth. The large townsof
England and Scotland sent delegates,amongst othercontingents
being 400 Irishmen, members of the LiverpoolTotal Abstinence
League. TheIrish towns and countieshave each their assigned-
placein theprocession,and asforDublinit wasthereinabody.—'HomeNews,' 6thAugust.

The 'BostonHerald' tellsthis:
— "Theday followingourcen-

tennial' festivities the followingincident occurred inaSouth-end
saloon. A friendhad invitedone of the South Carolina soldiers
intothe saloon to put another turf on theburiedhatchet. While
standing at thebara strangercame in. The Carolinian suddenly
droppedhis glass and closely eyed thestranger. His gaze wasso
steady and peculiar that the friendbegan to be alarmed, and to
fear that thehatchetwas abouttobedug upagain. TheCarolinian
asked the stranger if he knew him. There was no recognition,
whereuponthe Carolinianaskedhim if he wasnot inthelatewar.
'Yes/ was the reply. 'And you were once stationedat such a
place?' 'Yes.' 'And took part in such a skirmish?' 'Yes.'" Well,Ithought so,' replied the Carolinian, and,raising his hat,
showed a large scar on his forehead, saying,'There's jouraabremark, myboy; come upand take adrink.'"

THE IRISH TEAM WINS THE ELCHO SHIELD.
Thb match between England, Scotland, and Ireland for theElcho
Shield waß shot afcWimbledonon the 22ndJuly j and once more tho
splendid trophy wascarried off by tha Irishmarksmen. The Ameri-
canriflemendidnot takepartin the match,but warepresentall daywatchingthe shooting.

Thehighe»t gradeof shooting atWimbledon is not tobe found
inthe matchesin which the volunteer! alone talepart, but ratherin
thoseinwhich the small bore rifleis the weapon exclnsively^used.
These competitions are intended to encourage the production of
superior weapons,andof scientific shootinggenerallyamongcivilians,
and though thevolunteers ar« not debarredfrom taking partinthern|
they canonly do so in their civil and not in theirmilitary capacity.
The very fine aud careful construction of the weapons employed in
thesematches enableß them to discharge missiles to great distances
■with considerable accuracy,consequentlyall competitions with them
areat whatare termed

"
longranges," or, in other words,from 700

to 1200 yards. Itisin these smallbore riflo matches that the interest
inrifleshooting is carriedto itsgreatest extent, the principalcontest
of this classbeing that for the "ElchoChallenge Shield." which was
originallypresentedby thenobleman whosenameitbears. The com-petititors for this trophymtißt bo a selected eight from any of thenationalitiesof the UnitedKingdomor of the colonies of theBiitish
Empire;but thus far it has only been contested for by England,
Scotland,Ireland,andCanada. Inasmuch as the representativesof
each nationality or colony are limited i» number, competitions are

'
previouslyheldin the respective countries todecide upon them, who
"rethui presumed to be thebestshots ineach. The matchis decided
by fifteen Bhots each,at 800, 900,and1000yards. Theprize is exclu-
sively on* of honor, and the competition not an individualo»e, buton» of countryagainst country, the collective scores of the representa-
tivesof each deciding the contest. The trophyig heldby the winners
only for one year,at the end of whichit is again competedfor. It is
a magnificent work of art, several feet in diameter, and while in
possession of the conquerors forthe time being,it is deposited in thecustody of the chief magistrate of theprincipalcity of the winning
country andexhibitedinon« of its principaledifices. The shield waß
won laßt year by Scotland, with a scoie of 1437 points, againstEngland with 1405, and Ireland with 1373. In the previousyear
Irelandwas the successful nation.

Th« shootingthis year was of the most extraordinarycharacter.The Irishmen won by threepoints, whileScotland wasonly one point
ahead ofEngland. The rangesin this contestnre 800, 900,and 1000
yards, andthe possible scoreat each range is 600 points. At the 800
yards rangethe English ei»ht floored 575, Irishmen f>o2, and Scotch-men498. At the secondrange theIrisheight scored 527, Scotchmen611, andEnglishmen504. The Irishmen won the Shield by a icoraof 1506, to theScotch1503, andthe English1502,

[Friday, October 1,- 1875NEW ZEALAND TABLET
TENNYSON'S "

QUEEN" MARY."
Thb 'Catholic Review' upon Tennyson's "Queen Mary:"— "Mr.
Tennyson has recentlypublishedadramaon the subject of Mary
Tudor,which, is creating considerable stir in literary circles. Of
course it is beautifully written, but Mr. Tennysonseems tohare
takenthekey-noteof his work from that of Mr.Gladstone'slate
pamphlets,and tobe almost asmuch concernedaboutthe dangers
tobeapprehendedfrom theCatholic ChurchinEngland as theex-
premierhimself. The"poet'slicense" isawideone, as everybody
knows,butafter allitisaproof of historical ignorance to writeof
Mary as

"BloodyMary," in thesedays when herprivate character
hasbeen sothoroughlyinvestigatedthatjusticeshouldobligt every
candidmantoacknowledge thatshe waspersonallyavery upright
"woman, andnot atall responsible forthehorribledeeds doneinher
"name at theclcseof- her reign. Fuller, anAnglicanhistorian, tells
us that "she hadbeen a worthy princess, if as littlecruelty had
"beendone under her as by her. She hated 'to equivocate,' and
always was what she was, without dissemblingher judgment or
conduct for fear of flattery." Fox, the author of the Book of
Martjrs, tellsus that "Mary wasa womanin every wayexcellent
whileshe followedher own inclination." During the persecution
■whichmarked the late years of this queen's reign,she was pros-
trated by an awful malady which made her actually "lie like
onetorpidand half dead," as we are toldby Lady Dormer, her
chamberwoman. It is rather remarkable, that it was only wh«n
too sick to attend the council in person that her subjects were
treatedwithsuchexceeding severity. Earlyin herreign, a woman
playedghost and used to answer questions from the windowof alonelyhouse, in Aldersgatestreet in the following manner

—
when

the crowdshouted"Godsave Queen Mary," the voice answered
—"'God save the Lady Elizabeth." When asked

"
What was the

mass ?" the voice said, *' Idolatry." Thp woman, whosename wasElizabethCroft,wasat lastdetected and brought to trial. Maryorderedthatthe only punishment to be given her was thatof thepilloryfor threehours. She annulled the law madeby her fatherwhichcondemned todeathpersons libelling thekingorqueen,and,
accordingto all testimony, was a very mercifulprincessuntilher
great sicknessincapacitatedher,and thenthe na,tion wasruledby
acouncil whichcertainly disgraced itself, andoftenused thename
of the queen withouther knowledge, as is provenbyUnderbill,aProtestant writer. "If," says .Miss Agnes Strickland in her*Livesof theQueensof England,'"eternal obloquy was incurred
by thehalf deadqueen, what is then due to theparliamentwhichlegalized the acts-of cruelty committed in her name? Shallwecall theHouseofLordsbigoted, whenitsmajority, whichlegalized
this wickedness,was composed of the same individuals who hadplantedveryrecently .the Protestant Church of England?" Mr.Tennyson, as aneducatedmanandonewhowritesinanenlightened
*ge,should hareborne these facts inmind.
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