12

T T

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

[Friday, October 1, 1875.

WE see by the local jowrnals that since his induetion to the
pestorate of Invercargill, the Rev, Father Higgins has made con-
siderablefimiprovements to the church in that town. Hitherto fhe
accommodation ingide the church was somewhat scant, and the
external surroundings had ssswwed an aspect of decay, but the
sacred building has now been conside 'ably enlarged, the residence
of the pastor repaired, and the grounds attached to the chuyeh have
undlergone & beautifying operation. All, however, is not yet finished,
and although a new chanecel, choir Tand gallery, and an inne; and
outer sacristy have been added, a holl tower has stil to be etected,
for whieh, however, provision has been made.

NEWS IN BRIET,

N
The quantity of eoal consumed by an coemn stermer vavies from

50 Lo 100 tons in the 24 hours.

The statute lnw of New York compels children who are capable
of doing so, to relieve and maintain their parents whon poor, old,
lame, or not able to mamtain themsolves.

Three of the signers of the Declavation of Ameriean Tndependence
wore Irishmen—Mathew Thornton, of New IMampshire ; and James
Swith and George Taylor, both of Ponmsylvania,

A person at Pike's Peak, writing Lo n Minnesotn' journnd, swnys
that the miners are very discournged in thal region. A'hey have %o

di% é;hrongh a solid vein of silver four feot thick before they veach the
go

. Of all the warm-blooded aunimals, the goose is the most rapid in
its-growth. Geese have been knowu to live to 100 years of age.

Lightning has been pressed into the service of man in Germany.
An jron rod, planted perpendiculnrly in the rock which the engineer
wished to blasl, bas altracled the electricity of the clouds to the base
of the iron, where the lightring shivered to atoms the rock in which
the iron was sunk, .

The Dake of Westminstor recently paid £15,000 for the race-
horse Duncaster, rather than he should be secuved by American or
Continental buyers, who ave always on the alert to prrchese firat-
clags thoroughbreds.

A hundred tons of mail matlor ave sent out from the Post-oMce
of New York city every day; and its people consume every day GOO
calves, 20,000 sheep, and £0,000 swine.

‘With improved machinery in Ameries they ean make a wateh in
three minutes. One company alono in that eounlyy Luras out 80,000
watches in a year—more than are made in 21l En gland during the
same fime. ~

In December, 1873, n telegram was sent from Now York fo
Tondon, and an snswer reeeived buck in 30 minutes, acbual time. The
distances _travelled were ay follows:—From New York to Heart's
C.'qntent, N.F., 1300 miles ; cable, 2000 miles 1 Valenlia to London, 300
miles. Tacl of the telograms ravelled 8600 miles, and passod
through the hands of 18 persons, so that in the short space of half-an.
hour the two telegrams travelled the distance of 7200 miles.

England was the last country in Burope to abolish the harbarous
oustom of burning at the stake, an instanec of which ocenrred so late
ag the ninth year of George I1.  Another barbarous custonn, frials by
Lattle, was abolished in England so late as 1820,

In the time of Henry VIII. an Isish h

o > awk was worth ils weight
in silver. An Trvish forest, howover wild, whick contained hawks’
nests, wes as valuoble as 4 mine in California, owing to ihe high
prices which the aristocracy of England and France paid for Irish
falcons—n word which is in itself Irish, and eomos from JSaol, “wild,”
and cow, “a hownd,”

The Scollion derives its name from place in Palestine, termod
Ascalon. which produced 1he best onionsin Lho world,

gew York hns two thonsand newsboys. .

he hat, s an article of man’s attire, was inventsd in Paris, |

Swiss, in 1404, * ey

The number of newspapers at present in circulation thr

1 ) D ongh-

ouf the United States is estimated at 5000, being at the ra.tegof
one for every 5,800 inhabitants. .

Greek fire 18 au

] pposed to ha\r\re besn composed of naptha,
pitch and sulphur. I is said to have been iuvenlt):ed by Ca.llingcius
of Heliopolis, about ihe year 670, and to have been used with

terrible effect against the Saracens. The beculiarity of the Greek

fire was tbat, on being exposed to the air, it hursh into flames, and
hurned under water.

No ona after the deluge passed the age of 464 ears, which
was not half the age of Methuselah, who %.tt&ined th};: age of 9%9
years. Terah, who died B.c. 1921, wae the last who excesded the
200. Bince his time but few justances of men attaining one hun-
dred years ave recorded. In modern times, the oldest inhabitants
of the globe known in authentic history are to be found emong the
sloves of the West Indies. Allison, the historian, speaks of some
of these slaves in Jamacia who attained the age of 180,

4 new motor, said to rival the Keeley motor, jg in operation in
Hamilton, Canada. The motive power consists of mine parts of
air, and one of conl-gas, which operates as an explosive. The
inventor challenges the Keelay motor to a trial. -

The Rothesay correspondent of the ° South Wales Daily News’
telegraphs that Lady Flora Haslings has beeome a Catholic. This
young lady is cousin to the Marquis of Bute and eldest daughter of
the recently deccased Countess of Loudoun. She is past 21 years of
age, und hos been spending the winter in the Tels of Bute, where her
guardiang, the Murquis of Buie and Lady Bute, have been residing,

Lt is g curious fuct that the news of the shipwreok of the steamer
Schiller off Scilly Isles, came (o England from New Yok, The
ubiquitous correspondent of the *New York Herald’ was the first to
obtain the tidings; he teleg: sphed at once to New, York, and from
the office of the ‘New York Herald’ the nows was telegraphed back
to the ‘Kvoning Standard. It is rather humiliating to think that
mews from the south of England ahould reach Tondon vin New York.
It does not say much for the enterprise of Englisk journalism,

 share of the applause.

THE DRAMA.
——— s

Tae novelty of the week has been the long-promised play by Mr. T.;
J. Utting, of * Check and Counter Check, or The Fall of Richmond,”
which was produced at the Qureer’s Thentre on Monday evoning last.
We understand that the drame was written expresaly for Mr. and
Mys. Bates, and that—taking into consideration the fact that they .
were-both Amerieans—the piece was to be “written up for thei-
special advautage ; but after seeing  Check and Counter Check,” we
come to the conclusion that they have not by any means two of the=
best parts. The dramn is in three acts, and Lreais of incidents which
may he supposed to have taken place during the American war, We
say “supposed,” becarse many of the incidents of ©Check and
Counter Check” are highly improbable, and extremely inconsistent..
Nevertheless, its production may be pronounced a sueccess, if we may «
judge from the very liberal nmonnt ‘of ‘applanse bestowed upon it by
the audience. ‘Iaking it as a whole, we must coufess to a feeling of
disappointmet—not ab its dramatic construction, bub ab its literary
merib. The language is excoedingly common-place throughout; the
“funny business,” a considerable portion of i, is very flat; but the
“situations” are undonbtedly good, particularly al the end of overy
not, where we have effective grouping and tableaus,—* pictures,” we
think, they are professionally termed,—with virtne triamjphant, and
villoiny outwitted. A few words as to the plot, which is bad, in our
opinion, to start with, because the subjoect is so thoroughly hackneyed.
A cortain Clara Courtney is living with her guardian in New York,
She is beloved by a Captain Dauvers, in the North American army ;
but her guardian, having himself resolved Lo wod her, eauses the
arrest of Dauvers, who is forwarded to the frout. In his absence, -
tormented by Maunners, Clara and her ward proceed to the seat of
war in seach of Danvers, who i+ among the missing. Manners being
foiled in_his resolve to obtuin possession of the girl, plots the destrae-
tion of Wrank, by himself communicating with the rebels in a mask
so like Danvers, that when the accusation is made against him he ie
convieled on what appess to be the clearest possible testimony, and
orderved away for execation. Clava then resolves, at all hazards, to-
save her lover's lifs, and rides post haste to meet Grencral Ghrant, who-
ig adancing with a general bedy of the troops on Richmond. In the
mesntime, Mannsrs’ plot is partly discovered, and a veprieve is
granied by the Goneral in command; while Manners himself now
goos over to the enemy. A sword is placed in Danver’s hnnd, the
drums are sounded, and on attack made upon the outward posts of
the famous Nouth American capital. DMawhners, now in command of a
party of rcbels, comes upon the scens, nnd planis a Southern flagupon
the fort; but this Reuben Gherking (the low comedy man) tears
down, and ab the same time tears off the mask from the Colonel’s.
face. o is them confronted by Damvers, a conflict takes place, and
the villain is kitled. Ab the same time the heroine rushes on with the
pardon,- the Southern soldiers arc * fixed ™ by the Northerners, the
ved fire blazes nup, the company genernlly cheer, the band strikes up.
“Hail Celumibia,” and the curtain falls, We dare say if the last
sceng were well gob up it would prove very cffective on a large stage,
but we musk confess thab this end one or two others in the play are-
too mueh on the ad capienduwn principle to please us. We want
somelhing more than the eye pleased ;—we want the mind satisfied.
There is o considerable current of undey-pleb to which wa have not
alluded. DMrs. Bates, as Clara Courluey, acled as she always
does — gracefully and well, and sang the song ineidentel
to hor part “ Happy be thy Dreams™ very prettily. My, Bates, as
Ruben Gherking, the travelling pholographer, came in for o good
While Mr. Stonekam, as the young oflicdr,
Danvers, has seldom appeared to better advantage  The other parts
call for no special comment, but “we might say that Mr Xeogh made
a_good deal out of the small part of General Ellis  Ou the whole,
while we may very well state that ** Cheek and Counter Check” is nof,
as 8 work of real merit, to be compared with My. Darrell's “ Traump
Card,” we think it is a capital acling drama, and congratulale the
suthor upon its undoubted success. There were two or theee calls
afler every act, and Lho calls for the author at the end of the second,
were lond and prolonged, but it was not unlil the conclusion of the
piay that Mr, Utting came forward and-bowed his aclmowledgments,
and addressed a few worda to thé andiones, thanking the wanagement,
Mr. Bates, the company, and tho band, for the way in -which they
each and severally worked bogebher to make the drama » suceess. The
Dlay was repeated on Tussday, and on Wednesday was withdrawn to
make room for the ® Man with the Irom Mask,”’ but will be played
agnin for the last time on Baturdny. We hear that Mr. Utting has
just concluded a new dramy called ** Redemption,” of which he speaks
himself in glowing terms, while, we believe, we are corrcet in stating
that his own estimnte of “ Check and Counter Check” is by no means
a high one. We hope therefore to have * Redemption®™ placed upon
the hoards, as we shall then, we helieve, see this young author st his
best.

. ———trey

A WorpzrrvL Crock.—A marvellons piece of mechanism, in
the way of clocks, is deszeribed in the French journals. Ibis an
eight-day instrument, with dead-beat escapement maintaining-
power. It chimes the qmarters, plays sixteen tunes, playsthree
tunes every twelve haurs, or will play at any time required. The
hands go round ag follows:—ome, ouce a misute; one, once an
hour; one, once n week ; one, once a month ; one, once a year. Th
shows the moon’'s age, the rising and setting of the sun, the time
of high and low water, half ebb, and half floed, and by a beautiful
contrivanes, there is a part which represents the water, which rises.
and falls, lifting some ships at high-water tide asif they werein
motion, and, as it receeds, leaves thess little automatdn ships dry
on the sands. The clock shows the hiour of the day, day of the-
week, day of the month, month of the year; and in the day of the
month there is provision made for the long and short months, It
shows the signs of the zodiac; ib strikes or not, chimes or not, as.
may be desired ; and it hag the equalion tuble, showing the differ-
ence of clock and sun every day of the year.



