
NEWS IN BRIEF.
The quantity of coal consumedbyan ocean steamer variesfrom50 to 100 tonsIn the 24.hours.
The statute law of New York compels children who are capableol doing so, to relieve and maintain their parents when poor, old,lame, or not able to maintain themselves.
Three of the signers of theDeclarationof AmericanIndependencewereIrishmen— Mathew Thornton, of New Hampshire: and Jamesbnuth and G-eorgc Taylor,both of Pennsylvania.
A person at Pike's Peak, writing to a Minnesota' journal, says

that the miners are very discouragedin that region. They have todig through a solid veinof silver four feet thickbefore they reach the |gold. J i
Of all the warm-bloodedanimals, tho goose is the most rapidin1

its-growth. Geesehave beenknown to livo to 100years of age. iLightninghas been pressed into the service of maninGermany.Aniron rod, plantedperpendicularlyin the rock which the engineerwished toblast, has attracted the electricityof the clouds to thebaseot the iron, where the lightning shiveredto atoms the rock in whichtho iron was sunk.
The Duke of Westminster recently paid'.£ls,ooo for the race-horse Doncaster, rather than he should besecuredby American orContinental buyers, who are always on the alert to purchase first-class thoroughbreds.

.-Ahundred tons of mail matterare sent out from the Post-officeotBiew York city everyclay ;and its people consume every day 600calves, 20,000 sheep, and 20,000 SAvine.With improvedmachineryinAmerica theycan make a watch inthreeminutes. One companyalone in that country turns out 80,000watches m a year— more than are made inallEngland during thesame time. __ a
In December, 1873, a telegram was sent from New York to.London,andananswer receivedback in30minutes,actual time Thedistances travelled were as follows:— From New Yo*k to Heart'sContent,N.F.,1300miles;cable,2000miles ;ValentiatoLondon, 300miles. Each of the telegrams travelled 3600 inilcs, and passedthrough the handsof 18 persons, so that in the shortspace of half-ar-mour the two telegrams travelledthe distance of 7200 miles.England was the last countryinEurope to abolish the'barbarouscustomof burning at the stake,aninstanceof whichoccurred so lateas theninthyearof George11. Another barbarous custom, trialsbybattle, wasabolishedinEngland so lateas 1820.In the time of HenryVIII.an Irish hawk was worth iLs weight

insilver. An Irish forest, however wild, which contained hawks'nests, was as valuable as a mine in California,owing to the hi«*h
prices which the aristocracy of England and France paid for Irishtalcons— a word whichis initselfIrish,and comes fromFaoh "wild"
and con,"a hound." J '

The Scallion derives its name froma placeinPalestine, termedAscalon. which produced the bestonionsin tho world.New Yorkhas two thousand newsboys.. The hat, as an articleof man's attire, was invented inParis,by aSwiss,m1404.
' J

Thenumberof newspapersat present in circulation through-out the UnitedStatesis estimated at 5000, being at the rate ofone for every5,800 inhabitants. v
"

Greek fire is supposed to have been composed of naptha,pitch andsulphur. Ieis saidtohavebeen inventedby Calliniciusof Heliopohs,about the year 670, and to have been used withterribleeffectagainst theSaracens. Thepeculiarity of theGreekfire was that, onbeing exposedto the air, it burstinto flames,andburnedunder water.
No oneafter the deluge passed the age of 464 years,whichwasnothalf the age of Methuselah,who attainedthe ageof 969rs- .lerf\> "}" ed b-c- 1921, was the last whoexceeded the200. Since his time but few instances of men attainingone hun-dredyears are recorded. Inmodern times, theoldestinhabitantsof theglobeknownmauthentic history are tobe foundamong theslaves of the West Indies. Allison, the historian, speaksof someof these slavesmJamaciawhoattainedthe a°-e of 180Anewmotor, said torivalthe Keeleymo°tor, is in.'operation inHamilton, Canada. The motive power consists of nine parts ofair, and one of coal-gas, which operates as an explosive. Theinventor challenges theKeeleymotorto a trial
The Rothesay correspondent of the 'South WalesDailyNews'telegraphs that Lady Flora Haatings ha* becomea Catholic. Thisyounglady iscousin to the Marquis of Bute and eldest daughter o*the recently deceased Countess of Loudoun. She is past 21years ofage, andhas been spending the winter in theMeof Bute, whereherguardians, the Marquis of Bute and Lady Bute,havebeenresiding
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VT?iUB ?t fc th° neWB of the shiP^e°k of the steamerfeohxller off Seilly Isles, came to England from New York. Theübiquitous correspondentof the 'New York Herald'was the first to
fhS? !rf^rgg<BTJr8TJr he «* once to New,York, and from

8 *^°>* HTH
T
Trad""« was telegraphedbackto the Evening Standard.' It v rather humiliating to think thatnews from thesouth ofEnglandihould reachLondon viaNew YorkIt doesnot Bay much for the enterprise ofEngliehjournalism.

A WondbkfttlClock.
— Amarvellous piece of mechanism,in

the way of clocks, is described in the French journals. It is an
eight-day instrument, with dead-beat escapement maintainihg-
poweri It chimes the quarters, plays sixteen tunes, plays 'three
tunes every twelvehours,or will play at any timerequired. The
hands go round as follows:

— one, once a minute;one, once an
hour;one, onceaweek j one, once amonth;one, once ayear. It
shows themoon'sage,therising and setting of the sun,the time
ofhigh andlow water,half ebb,andhalf flood,and by abeautiful
contrivance, there is apartwhichrepresentsthe water, whichrises-
and falls,lifting someships at high-water tideas if they werein
motion, and,as itreceeds, leaves these little automatonships dry
on thesands. The clock shows the hour of the day,day of the-
week, dayof themonth, monthof the yearj andin the day of the
month there'is provisionmade for the longand.shortmontha. It
shows thesigns of the zodiac;it strikes or not, chimesornot, as
may be desired; andit has theequation table,showing1thediffer-
ence of clock and suneveryday of theyear.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Friday, October 1, 1875.
We see by thelocal journals that since his induction to thepastorateof Invercargill,theRev.FatherHiggins has made con-siderable|improvementsto thechurch inthat town. Hitherto theaccommodationinside the church was somewhat scant, and theexternal surroundings had assumed an aspect of decay, but thesacredbuildinghasnowbeen considerablyenlarged,the residenceof thepastorrepaired,and thegroundsattached tothechurchhavexindergoneabeautifyingoperation. All,however,isnotyet finished,

andalthoughanewchancel,choir 'and gallery,and an inner andouter sacristy have beenadded,abelltowerhas stilltobe erected,
for which,however,provisionhas been made.

THE DRAMA.
The novelty of the weekhasbeen the long-t>romisedplayby Mr.JV
J.Utting,of "Cheek andCounter Check, or TheFallofRichmond,"
which wasproduced at the Queen's Theatre on Monday evening last.
"Wo understand that the drama was writtenexpressly for Mr. andMrs. Bates, and that— taking into consideration the fact thatthey .
were:both Americans

—
tho piece was to be "written up for their-special advantage;butafter seeing

"
Check andCounter Check," we

come to the conclusion that they Havenot by anymeans two of the*
bestparts. The drama is in threeacts, and treats of incidents whichmay be supposed to have taken place during the Americanwar. Wfr
say "supposed," because many of the incidents of "Chock and
CounterCheck

"
are highly improbable,and extremely inconsistent-Nevertheless,its productionmay bo pronouncedasuccess, if we mayjudge from the veryliberalamount of"applausebestowedupon itby

the audience. Taking it as awhole, we must confess to a feeling of
disappointmet— not at its dramatic construction, but at its literary
merit. The languageis exceedinglycommon-place throughout; the"funny business,'.' a considerableportion of it,is very"flat;but the"

situations" are undoubtedly good, particularlyat theend.of everyact, where wehave effective groupingand tableaux,
— "pictures," wethink, they are professionally termed,— with virtue triumphant, and

villainyoutwitted. A few wordsas to theplot, whichis had, in our
opinion, tostart with,because thesubject is so thoroughlyhackneyed.
A certain Clara Courtney is living withher guardian in New York.
She is beloved by a CaptainDauvers,in the North American army;
but her guardian, having himself resolved to wed her, causes the
arrest of Danvers, who is forwarded to the front. Inhis absence, '
tormentedby Manners, Clara and her ward proceed to the seat of
Avar in seach of Dauvers, who iiamong tho missing. Manners being
foiled inhis resolve to obtain possessionof tho girl, plots the destruc-
tion of Frank, by himself communicating with the rebels ina mask
so likeDanvers, that when the accusation is made againsthimhe is
convicLed onwhat appears tobe the clearest possible testimony, and
ordered away for execution. Clara then resolves,atallhazards, to;
saveher lover'slife, andridespost haste to meetG-encral Grant, who-
is adancing with ageneralbodyof the troopsonEichmond. In the
meantime, Mannsrs' plot is partly discovered, and a reprieve is
granted by the General in command;while Manners himself now
goes over to the enemy. A sword is placed inDanver'shand, the
drumsare sounded, and an attack made upon the outwardposts of
tho famous South Americancapital. Mamiers,nowincommand o£ a
ipartyof rebels, comes uponthe scene,andplants aSouthern flagiipon
the fort;but this Reuben Gherkins (the low comedy man) tears
down, arid at the same time tearsoff the mask from the Colonel's-
face. He is then confrontedby Danvers, a conflict takes place, and

[ the villainis killed. At the same time the heroine rushes onwith the
pardon,-the Southern soldiers arc "fixed" by the Northerners, the
red fire blazes up, the company generally cho<>r, the bandstrikes up."
Hail Columbia," and the curtain falls. We dare say if the lasfc

scene were wellgot up it would prove very effective on a largestage,
but we must confess that this andoneor two others in the play are-
too much on the ad captandmn prineiplo to please us. We want
something more than the eyepleased;

—
we wa.ut themindsatisfied.

There is a considerable current of under-plob to whichwehave not
alluded. Mrs. Bates, as Clara Courtney, acted as she always
does

—
gracefully and well, and sang the song incidental

to herpart "Happy be thy Droams
"

very prettily. Mr. Bates, as
Ruben G-herkins, the travelling photographer, came in for a good
share of the applause. While Mr. Stoneham, as the youngofficer,
Danvers,has seldomappeared to better advantage The other parts
Icall for no special comment,but "we might say thatMr Kooghmade
a_good deal out of the small part of General Ellis Ou the whole,
while wemay verywellstate that "Cheek and CounterCheck" is not,
as a work of realmerit, tobe comparedwith Mr. Darroll's "Trump
Card," we think it is a capital acting drama, and congratulate the
authoruponits undoubted success. There were two or three calls
afterevery act, and the calls for the author at theend of the second
were loudandprolonged, but it wasnot until the conclusionof the
play that Mr. Uttingcame forward and'bowed his acknowledgments,
andaddressed a few wordsto the audience,thanking themanagement,
Mr.Bates, tho company, and the band, for the way in"which they
each and severally workedtogether to make the dramaa success. The
play was repeatedon Tuesday,and on Wednesday was withdrawnto
make room for the "Mail with the Iron Mask," but will bo played
again for the last time on Saturday. We hear that Mr.Uttinghas

I just concluded a new drama called "Redemption,"of whichhe speaksj himself inglowing terms, while, we believe,wo are correct instating
thathis ownestimateof"Check andCounter Check" is by no means
ahigh one. Wehope therefore to have "Redemption"placedupon
the boards, as weshall then, wo believe,see this young author athis
best.

12


