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FIGHT BETWEEN A SQUIRREL AND A SNAKE.

—_————

Taxn Cincinnati ¢ Enquirer’ of May 1, says :—A recent ignominious
defeat of a ferocious young licness by 2 humble and ugly donkey
in our Zoological Garden has a curious parallel in the result of a
deadly combat on Wednesday evening betwsen a large diamond
rattlesnake and a little squirrel in a anake exhibition, at 522 Viae
street, "The snake wans one of the largeat of its species, six and
a-half feet in Jongth, and having been without food for months,
wan inclined to act on the offensive ; the squirrel was inexperienced
in serpant warfare, but wonderfully plucky. When the aquirrel
had been placed in the cage, the slimy, shining monster immedi.
ately sprang his rattle and coiled to strike, while the squirrel, hav-
ing taken & good look all around the cage, and found escape im-
poesible, prepared himself for the worst, watching his glittering
enemy with fierce resolution. The epectacle became interenting to
the spectators, for the deadly ophidian was contending with & far
higher form of life, a finer organism, & more intelligent being than
the helpless creatures which ordinarily supplied him with food.
Snake and squirrel alike poised themselves for the spring, the tail
of the former vibrating so rapidly as to become almost invisible,
and emitting a round like the buzz of brazen clock-work ; the tail
of the latter trembling slightly, very slightly, with the tension of
the aquirrel’s muacles. Suddenly a sickly gleam of livid white
ghot neross the cage, and struck the sguirrel upon the neck, once,
twice, with the rapidity of an electric flash. The spectators ceased
to laugh and whisper—the sight was toc horrible. But the brave
little squirrel did not shrink or drop. Ha sprang forward to maet
his terrible foe, and caught the writhing tail between his keen
teeth, There was a cracking sound like the crushing of chicken
bones, & hideous, ehrill hiss, an agonised wriggle through the long,
speckled bedy, and the next instant the squirrel was wrapped in
the coils of the serpent, while the fragments of the bony rattles
fall on the floor of the cage crushed into tiny shivers.

But the squirrel still showed no fear, although the many-
eoloured folds tightened about him, and the awful triangular head
spproached with wide open jaws and needle-shaped fangs, and eyes
in which the yellow iris seemed transformed to flame. There was
another mickly flash of white, ax the livid serpent-belly turned
upward with the effort of the last venomous stroke. The fangs
pever reached the squirrel. He caught the speckled neck hetween
eyes; his keen teeth, an ineh below the deadly head with hishorrible
and the horrible eyes started out under the pressure. There was
another eracking sound, another scries of ghastly convulsions, and
the horrible fanged mouth opened for the last time. The squirrel
shook the reptile between his strong jaws until the clammy coils
dropped from about him; and then flung the whole squirming
mass from him. It writhed once or twice, half coiled, and lay still.
It was dead. The squirrel immediately after became very sick,
snd dropped into a state of apparent coma; thus giving the im-
pressicn that it was dead. Buf it revived a little yesterday, and
may pessibly recover. Certainly every care should be taken of it;
for n braver fight has never been made by sc helpless an aunimal
against 8o deadly an enemny, The snake will he stuffed,

Coeioos SvrPERsTITION. — Lady Duff Gordon, in ker fLast
Letters from Egypt,’ mentions a curious superstition which she
motually observed, to the sffect that twing, if allowed to be hungry,
tarn imte cats at night end go out prowling for foed ; they only eat
a little of your provisions, but if you heat them they will tell their
paronts next day,  So-and-uo heat me in hia house last night,” and
show their bruises,
of onion broth and camel’s milk the firet thing when they are born,
they don’t do it at all. ““One of the American missionaries,” says
the authoress, *told me something like it as belonging to the
Copts, but it in entirely Egyptian, and cemamon to both religions.
1 auked several Copts, who assured me it was true, and told it just
the same. Is it & remnant of the doctrine of transmipration?
However, the potion fully accounts for the horrer people feelin
the ides of killing = cat.”

Only twine do it; and if you give them a sort |”

IBEENTAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFRIT
SOCIETY.

(Registered under the Friendly Societica Act of Vietoria, New
Bouth Wales, Queensland, New Zealand, and South Australia),
and at present
NUMBERING ONE HUNDRED AND TEN BRANCHES,
AND ABOUT

FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEMBERS,

CLEAZANOES ARE GRANTED AT No EXTRA CHARGES To MHEMBERS.

THE SOCIETY IS FOUNDED TUPON THE FINANCIAL
BASIS OF OTHER BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

THE ENTRANCE FEES AND RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION
Will be found to compare favorably with those
CHARGED BY OTHER SOCIETIES,

And are as Moderate as practicable, having due regard to the

benefits secured, a synopsis of which iz subjoined :—

A Bonefit Member receives during illness £1 per week for
twenty-six consecutive weeks, 15 for the next thirteen weeks, and
10s for further period of thirtecn weeks; on death of wife £10, at
his owa death his relatives receive £20. He has medieal attend-
ance and medicine for himself and family immediately on joining.
If a single man with a widowed mother, and brothers and sisters
(under 18 years of age), he has medicul attendance and medicine
for them. A Member removing can have a clearance which will
admit him into any branch of the Society in the locality to which
he may remove. Honorary and Life Honorary Members are pro-
vided for, and may, on payment of a small weekly contribution,
secure medical attendance. The Society iz also for the purpose (az
its nanie indicates) of cherishing the memory of Ireland, and pro-
moting the religious, social, and intellectual condition of the
members. Any person desirous of having a branch opened shall
make application to a branch, verified by signatures of not less
than thirteen persons not members, who wish to become mambars
theraof ; also the signature of the resident Priest, if available, and
at the same time forward the sum of 105 each as proposition fees.

Branches are established at Invercarpill, Tawrence, Dunedin,
Neseby, Oamaru, Christchurel, Greymouth, Charleston, Addisons,
Brighton, Greeustone, Waimea, Hokitikn, Wellington, Reefton, One-
hunga, Otahulu, Auckland, Napier, Akaroa, Liyttolton, Girahamstown
snd Nelson.
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BUSINESS NOTICE.

BEG to notify to my numerous Friends and the Public generally
that I have this day
RECOMMENCED BUSINESS

AB A

WHOLESALE AND BRETAIL PRODUCH AND PROVISION
MERCHANT,
PRINCES STREET SOUTH,
Next Globe Hotel.

JOHN GRIFFEN.

July 26, 1875.

MOXEY, MONEY, MONEY.

! QREY TO LEXD, in sums from £I100 te £1000,
A ADAMS AND KEITH,

Commission A gents, George-strest,

N E W

W I N TE R

G O O D §.

BROWN,

}EWI:\"G

A N D O.

Having now opened the whele of their WINTER SIIIPMENLS,
Conwisting of over

FIVE

HUNDRED

CABES

Ave now showing the largest assorlment, and best velue to be obtained in Dunedin, of NOVELTIES, FURNIBHINGS,
LOMESTIC GLCDS, CLOTHING, UNDERCLOTHING, &o., &o.

I ¥ 8PIECTTIO

N IXVITUED.

Chenp Blankots
Cheap Flanvels
Cheap Plaidings
Cheup Calicoes

Chenp Hollimds
Cheap Slirtings
Cheayp =hirtings

Chenp Hosiery
Cheap Silks
Cheap Mantles
Cheap Millinery
Cheap Winerys
Cheap Tartans
Cheap Tarians
e TWENTY-FIVE CASkS New Tweeds and Cloths added to the Tailoring Department.

Cheap Boys' Clothing

Cheap Men's Clothing

Cheap Underclothing

Cheap Skirts

Chenp Waterproofs

Clieap Hate nnd Caps

Clienp Tier, Collars, &e,

Porfoet it Guianteed.

Rorp.—Qur lurge shipments for this season, coming by during re-bwlding, compels us to use svery means to move cue stock as soon ga

oreiblo.
mmende stock,

:E%ROWN,

To efvet this, we are marking everything ot very low prices this winter, ia ordor to induce atl buyors to as:ist us to veduce oyr

E\VING

A N D 0.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DRAYLERY AND CLOLYTHIERS DUFNFEDIK.



