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FIGHT BETWEEN A SQUIRREL AND A SNAKE.

Th« Cincinnati'Enquirer'of May 1,says:
—

Arecent ignominious
defeatof a ferociousyoung lioness by a humble and ugly donkey
inour Zoological Gardenhasacuriousparall«l in the result of a
deadly combaton"Wednesday evening between a large diamond
rattlesnakeand alittle squirrelina snake exhibition,at 522 Vine
"treet. The snake wasone of the largest of its species,six and
A-half feetin length,and having been without food for months,
"was inclinedtoact on theoffensive;thesquirrelwasinexperienced
in serpentwarfare, but wonderfully plucky. When the squirrel
hadbeenplacedin the cage, the slimy,shining monster immedi-
atelyspranghisrattleand coiledto strike, whilethesquirrel,hav-
ing takenagoodlook all around the cage, and found escape im-
possible,preparedhimself for the worst, watching his glittering
"nemy withfierceresolution. The spectaclebecame interesting to
the spectators,for the deadly ophidian was contending witha far
higher formof life,a finerorganism, a moreintelligent being than
the helpless creatures which ordinarily supplied him with food.
Snakeandsquirrel alikepoisedthemselvesfor the spring, the tail
of the former vibrating so rapidly as to become almost invisible,
and emittingasoundlike thebuzzof brazen clock-work ;the tail
of thelattertrembling slightly, veryslightly, with the tension of
the squirrel's muscles. Suddenly a sickly gleam of livid white
shot across thecage, and struck thesquirrel upon the neck, once,
twice,withthe rapidity of an electricflash. The spectatorsceased
to laugh and whisper

—
the sight was toohorrible. But thebrave

littlesquirreldidnot shrink or drop. He sprang forward to meet
bis terrible foe, and caught the writhing tail between his keen
teeth. T'lere wasacracking sound like the crushing of chicken
bones,ahideous, shrillhiss, anagonised wriggle through the long,
speckledbody, and thenext instant the squirrel was wrapped in
thecoils of the serpent,while the fragments of the bony rattles
fellon the floorof the cage crushed into tiny shivers.

But the squirrel still showed no fear, although the many-
coloured folds tightened abouthim, and the awful triangular head
approachedwith wideopen jaws andneedle-shapedfangs,and eyes
in whichtheyellow iris seemedtransformed to flame. There was
another sickly flash of white, as the livid serpent-belly turned
■upward with the effort of the last venomous stroke. The fangs
neverreached thesquirrel. Hecaught the speckledneckbetween
eyes;hiskeenteeth,aninchbelowthedeadly head withhishorrible
andthehorribleeyes startedout under the pressure. There was
another cracking sound,anotherseries of ghastly convulsions, and
the horriblefangedmouth openedfor the last time. The squirrel
shook thereptile betweenhis strong jaws until the clammy coils
droppedfrom about him; and then flung the whole squirming
mass from him. Itwrithedonceor twice,half coiled, and lay still.
It was dead. The squirrel immediately after became very sick,
anddroppedintoa state of apparent coma; thus giving the im-
pression thatitwasdead. But it revived a little yesterday,and
maypossiblyrecover. Certainlyeverycareshould be taken of it;
for abraver fight hasnever been made by bo helpless aa animal
against bo deadly an enemy. The snake willbe stuffed.

CußlotJß StrpißßTiTiON.
—

Lady Duff Gordon, in her 'Last
Letters flora Egypt/ mentions a curious superstition whichshe
actually observed, to th« effect that twins, if allowed tobe hungry,
tarn imtocatsat night and gooutprowlingfor food;they only eat
mlitti*of yourprovisions,butif youb«at them they will tall their
parentsn*xt day, " So-and-«oheatme in hiahouse last night," and
"how theirbruia«». Only twins doit;and if yougive them a sort
of oniontrothand camel's milk the first thing when they areborn,
theydon'tdo it atall.

"One of the Americanmissionaries," says
the authoress, " told me something like it as belonging to th«
Copts,butitis «ntirely Egyptian, and c»mmon tobothreligions.
IaakedseT«ral Copts, whoassuredme it was true,and toldit just
th« same. Is it a remnant of the doctrina of transmigration?
However, the notion fully accounts for the horror peoplefeel in
theideaofkillingacat."
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NEW "WINTER, GOODS.

BROWN, i; W I3 G AND fi O.11l \J
Having now opened the whole of thru- WINTER SHIPMENTS,

Consisting of over
FIVE HUNDRED CASES,

Are now ihowing the largest assortment,aud best value to be obtained inDunedin, ofNOVELTIES,FURNISHINGS,
DOMESTIC GO^DS, CLOTHING, UNDERCLOTHING, &0., &o.

INSPECTION INVITED.
CheapBlanlcts Cheap Hosiery CheapBoys' Clothing
CheapFlannels Cheap Silks Cheap Men'« Clothing
Cheap PlaicHnjjs Cheap Mantles CheapUnderclothing
Cheap Calicoes CheapMillinery CheapSkirts
Cheup Hollands Cheap Winceys Cheap Waterproof*
Cheap Skirtings Cheap Tartans CheapHats and Caps
Cheap >hirtinga Cheap Tartans Cheap Ties,Collars, &o.

J3TTWENTY-FIVE CASKS New Tweeds and Cloths added to the Tailoring Department. Perfect fitGuianteed.
NOTE.

—
Our large shipments fur this season, coming in daring re-building, compels us to use every means to move cue stock as ioon afl

orsiblo. To effect this, v/o are marking everything at very low prices this whiter, in order to induceall buyers to astitC us to reduceour
mmenae stock.

BROWN, T? W IN G AND O.,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DRAPERS AND CLOI'HIEBS, DtTFEDIN.

TTIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFITXX SOCIETY.
(Registered under the Friendly Societies Act of Victoria, New

South Wales, Queensland,NewZealand,and South Australia)/
and at present

NUMBERING ONE HUNDRED AND TEN BRANCHES,
AND ABOUT

FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEMBERS.

Cleaeantcbs are Granted at no extba Chabgbb to Mbmbxks,

THE SOCIETY IS FOUNDED UPON THE FINANCIAL
BASIS OF OTHER BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

THE ENTRANCE FEES AND RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION
"Will be found to compare favorably with those

CHARGED BY OTHER SOCIETIES,
And areas Moderate as practicable,havingdueregardto tha

benefits secured, a synopsis of ■which is subjoined :—
A Benefit Member receives during illness ,£1 per week for

twenty-six consecutive weeks,15s for thenext thirteenweeks, and
10s for further period of thirteenweeks j ondeathof wife .£lO, at
hisown death his relatives receive .£2O. Hehas medicalattend-
anceand medicine for himself and family immediately on joining.
Ifa single manwith a widowedmother, and brothers and sisters
(under 18 yearsof age),he has medical attendance andmedicine
for them. A Member removing can havea clearance which -willadmithim into any branch of the Society in the locality to which
he ma/y remove. Honorary and Life Honorary Members arepro-
vided for, and may, on payment of a small weeklycontribution,
securemedical attendance. The Societyis also for thepurpose (as
its nameindicates) of cherishing the memoryof Ireland,andpro-
moting the religious, social, and intellectual condition of themembers. Any pei*son desirous ofhaving abranch openedshall
make application to a branch, verified by signatures of not less
thanthirteen persons notmembers, who wish tobecomemembers
thereof;also the signature of the resident Priest, if available, and
at the same time forward the sum of 10s each as proposition fees.

Branches are established at Invercargill, Lawrence, Dunedin,
Naseby, Oamaru, Christchurch, Greymouth, Charleston, Addisons,
BrighLon, Greenstone, Waimea, Hokitika, Wellington,Reefton, One-
hunga, Otahuhu, Auckland,Napier,Akaroa,Lyttolton, Grahamstown
andNelson.

BUSINESS NOTICE.

JBEG to notify tomy numerous Friends and thePublic generally
thatIhave this day

RECOMMENCED BUSINESS
AS A

WHOLESALE ANDRETAIL PRODUCE AND PROVISION
MERCHANT,

PRINCES STREET SOUTH,
Next Globo Hotel.

JOHN GRIFFEN.
July26, 1875.

MONEY. MONEY. MONEY.

MONEY TO LEND, in sums from £100 to £1000.
ADAMS AND KEITH,

Commission Agents, Gaorge-itre«t,


