
The existenceof a raceof giants was largelybaaedon thedis
coveryof bones supposedtohave been those ofhumanbeings;but
which,on examination, provedto be the bones of mastodons. It
has, however,beenproved beyonda doubt that a height of even
more thannine feet hasbeenattained. Inthe museum of Trinity
College there is a skeleton 8 feet 6 inches high; in the museum
of the Koyal College of Surgeons of England there ia another, 8
feet2 inches. The causes that produce this extraordinarygrowth
iv some persons are not well understood. According toGeoffrey
Saint-Hiliare, Bishop Berkeley undertook tomanufacture agiant.
He reared an orphan boy, named Magrath, on certain hygienio
principles,and succeededso wellthatat the age of seventeen the
boy was seven feet in height. Ho, however, died with all tha
symptomsof old age,when he was twenty yearsold, at which time
he was 7 feet8 inches high.

"InSilesia," says Nature, ''anew glass was invented a few
daysago,by Herren Lubishand JJeiderer, in Count Solm's glass-
works, Andreashutte, Kiltschodorf. near Bunzlau. This glass,
which the inventorscall 'metal glass,' is sohardthat whena pane
lies on theground and a leadenball of 40 grammes weight falls
upon it froman elovation of 12 feet it receives not the slightest
impression,nor is it iv tho least affect«d when dippedwhilst red-
hot into cold water. Window panes, lamp cylinders, and other
articles made from this metal glass can therefore almostbeda-
noted as unbreakable.

An English inventor makes shirtcollars,cuffs, andsimiliararticles
of wearingapparelby cementingtogether twoor morelayers of muslin
by moaiis ot v, mixture of starch, fpormaceti, and washing blue, and
passing them through rollers. Tho articles are thencut to the desired
shape with suitable lapa at the exposedand wearing edges, whereby
the eauie effect isproducedasby linenarticles.

appliedtoit. Hot wateris veryinjurious toit;eitherof them
— '

soap or hot water— being sure toinjure theoilcloth more thanthe
wearof it. When washed over, wipeit off with a soft, dry cloth,
andit willalwaysretainabright look. Inpurchasinganoilcloth,
itis very desirable to obtain one that has been made for several
years,as the longer it has lain unwashed the better itwill wear

—
thepaintbecomingharderand more durable. Anoil clothmade
within the year is hardly,worth buying, as the paint will bo
defacedinashort time.

Hints.
—

Lardshould bekept hard and white,andthat whiclx
is takenfrom a, hog overa year old is best.

—
Soft soap shouldbe

keptin a dry place in a cellar, and should not be used for three
monthsafteritis made.

—
When akegof molasses isbought,drawoff

a few quarts, else the fermentation produced by moving it will
burst the cask.— The best way to enjoy things is to use them, j
andthus get the worthof your money out of them. Thereis no isense in gorgeous parlors kept in darkness.

—
Two small arteries

branchingup from tho main arteries on each sideof theneck, and
passing over the outside of the jaw-bone, Bupply the face with "
blood. If thenosebleeds from therightnostril, for example,puss
the finger along the edge of the right jaw till the beatingof the j
arteryis felt,press.harduponit five minutes,and thebleedingwill■

cease. \Swimming- Rivebs.
—
If a travellercan swim pretty well, it is ai

goodplan to make a float,and to throw himself down in the wator
withhis breaßt upon it, while his clothes and valuables are lied in a
huge turban on his head. In this way broad streams can easily be
crossed, and great distances of river descended. He may adjust
paddles on to his hand. Hi* float may be a i'aggot of rushes, a log
of wood or any one of Ids empty water-vessels ; for whatever will
keep water in, will of course,keepit out, while, as to bags, the air
that may ooze out through their sides may be blown afresh into them
while afloat. Empty bottles may be corked andmade fast under the
armpits or stuffed under the shirt or jersey, with a belt tied round
the wai»t below them. It is an easy matter to make a moderately
effective life-belt simply out of liolland, ticking, canvas, or other
similarmaterials ;and the crews of a vessel aground some way from
themain land,and whomust prepareto swim for their lires,might
availthemselves of this plan:— Cut out two complete rings of 16
inches outer diameterand8 inches inner diameter;sew tliebe together
alongboth edges, with as ilne a needle aspossible,and double threada,
and the chief part of the belt is made. What remains, is to Bew
strongshoulder-straps toit so thatby no possibility it can slip down
over thohips;and, lastly, to sew a long narrow tube to it, out of a
"trip, a foot long and two inches wide, from the samematerial as the
belt. For the mouthof this abit of wood,aninch long, with a hole
boreddownits middlo, should be inserted as amouthpiece. Through
this tube thebelt can bo inflated by tho swimmer while in the water,
from time to time, as often asmay become necessary;and by »imply
twistingitand tucking its endm the belt,it» vent canalwaysbe closed..After canvas, &c,is thoroughly drenched, it will hold tho air very
fairly. The seams are the weak parts. ForBwimmingiv clear walei",
n collar is as geodas a belt.

BohanticNotionsas to theWeightof Women.
—

Inromance
we readof heroes rushing off with fainting maidens from blazing
houses,or "carrying" them off on their shoulders for purposes of
revengeful abduction. Let any one out of training, or undersix
feethigh, and proportionate strength, attempt torun away-with
a fairly well-composed girl of eighteen or twenty, and give u§ his
opinionsof these vauntedknights. A womanweighinga hundred
and fortypounds of kicking womanhoodis not to becarried atall.
Even a slight girl will weigh onehundred pounds, and

"ourhero
"

■

willstaggerunderher lovelybutencumbersome figure. There»re
plenty of buxom girls who weigh up to a hundredand seventy
pounds,and itis not given toevery manto

"
hurry off with such

baggage." When the victimised one faintson the stage,therobust
tenor takes care that the fainting shall be accomplishedas closo to
the wings as possible. He knows what she weighs by sad experi-
enceat rehersals. Let any of our readers carry his sister np three
flights of stairs withoutstopping,and forward tous his sentiments
on the occasion. At Vienna we saw a little tenor strugglingto
carryoff a fat soprano to the amusement of the house,whileshe
made stentorian mirth by turning round, whipping up the tenor,
and makingherexitwithhimkicking under her arm.

Freemasonry.
—

The installation of the Prince of Walea as
Grand-Masterof the Freemasons, calls forth the followingprotest
from the 'Friend of India':— "It is hard to read without im-
patience the accounts in the newspapers of the installation of the
Prince of Wales as 'Grand Master of the Freemason's.' Free-
masonry is at the presentday the most purposeless, unmeaning,
and fruitless of all associationsinto which men canenter,beinw,iv
fact,nothing more than frippery tempered by feasting and self-
adulation. Nobody can understand its ends auy more than its'mysteries;' butall that outsiders areallowedto knowofitbreeds
a vehement suspicion that both are merely nonsensical. If its
purposes are moral or religious, there is no need for secrecy,but
thecontrary;if therelief of distress, it is inferior toanybenefit
society extant;if anything more tremendous, and hitherto xan-known, thenit might be challenged in its veryexistence. But in
reality it hasno purpose in England;and this, which' is made its
excuse, is in fact its condemnation. Itmay bo very well foxpri-
vateindividuals tocovet the putting on of appareland tho lauda-
tory speechesin which distinction iv the craft appears to consist;
but a Prince who"will one day be called upon to reign over our
Empire woulddo well tohold himself aloof from such vanities."

Boot Jelly.— The reader may stare, but science smiles
superior,and asyerts veryemphatically that a toothsome delicacy
can bemade from a dilapidated foot-covering. Some timea^o,
cays the

'
Scientific American, Dr. Vander Weyde regaled some

friends notmerely with boot jelly, but with shirt coffoo, and the
repast waspronouncedby all partakersexcellent. The doctortells
us thathe madethe jellyby first cleaning tho boot, and subse-
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quentlyboiling itwithsoda,under a. pressureof about two atmos-
pheres. The tannic acid in the leather, combined with salt,
made tannate of soda,and the gelatine rose to the top, whenceit
waaremovedanddried. From this last, with suitableflavouring
material, the jelly wasreadily concocted. The shirt coffee, inci-
dently mentioned above, was sweetenedwithcuff and collar sugar,
bothcoffee and sugar being producedin the same way. The linen
(after,of course,washing) was treated withnitricacid,which, act-
ingon the lignite contained in the fibre, produced glucose, or.
grape sugar. This, roasted, made an excellent imitation coffee,
whichanadditionof unroastedglucosereadily sweetened.

InthbTowbb ofLondon.
—

One of the placeeImoit love to
linger in is theBeauchainp Tower, where 10 many sadprisonershave
waited for the guard which was to lead them off to theblock on theITower Green. Itwas theprisonof poor Anneßoleyn, LordG-uilford

!Dudley, and many others. Poor creaturei! without hope or occu-
pation, they have spent weary hours in carving their namei or' thoughts on the stone walls. . . One look wo must take at this'
room in the White Tower. Itis full of Spanisharms and armor;at

i tha endis a figure of Queen Elizabeth, reviewing her troops At Til-
j bury. She is mountedon a curved horse, dressedincrimson velvet, (rimmedwith gold laco,ring3onher fingers, andpearls, spangle*, and,
i embroidery everywhere;she looks as though she might besaying,"Thoughmine a woman's form, yet mine the heart ofEngland1!
king." . . . Here, too, is bluff King Hal's walking stuff, with
"which we are told, his majeity sometimeswalked rouadandabouthii
goodcity to see that the watchmen wereat their posts. Ithas throe

imatchlock pistolsinitanda short "bayonet or dagger in the centre of
the barrels. Ishould scarcely have cared to anger his most gracious
kingship while he held the weapon ready,or to havestood near while
he nourished this battle-axe,contrived to cut fourholesinanenemy's'
skull at one blovr. But come, pas» by (he axe and theblock, so con-
veniently shapedfor tho noble heads thathave lainonit, themass of

j thumbscrews and their horrorß intendedto torturepeople with,naar
! the clumsy spears, pistols, and banners of gone-by days. The oldIBoyer Tower, with its vaulted roof, is so called from, the days when
|Englishmenfought with bowß-and-arrows, for hero dwelt th« master
, andprovider of the king's bows;andhere, too, itis said that a Duke

of Clarence was drowned, by his own brother's orders, ina butt of
malmsey wine. The last strong tower whichwe reach is calledtht

jßy wardTower." Once there was a gate anda portcullishere, and
long narrow loopholes, through which arrows went flying at the un.

, ruly crowd of citizens
—

for kingand iubjects oftenfell out in theold
bow-andarrow daj ».

— 'LittleFolk*.'
Eccentricities of Great Men.— Ferdinand11., GrandDuke

|of Tuscany, was, it appears, the slave ofhis infirmities. He was
1 oftenseenwalkingup anddown his apartmentbetweentwolarge
i thermometers, at which he anxiously and continually glanced;
1 putting on skull caps, of which lie had five or six in his hand,
iaccording to the <legree of cold or lieat that the instrumentpointed
| towards. So, too, with the Abbe de St. Martin, whoin theseven-
[ teenth century was so notorious for his monomania. He had

alwaysnine skullcaps onhis head to keephim from the cold,and
, on the top of these heput a wig, whichof course was neverbyany

chance initsproper position! More thanthis, he worenine pairs
lof stockings one over the other;his bed was of brick under which

was a furnace, where he hod a fire in order to obtain just that
i amount of warmth thathe desired. Tha Jesuit Ghezzi woreseTen
caps under this wig. Fourier, the mathematician, who had re-

; turnedfrom Egypt nearly dead-withrheumatism,sufferedseverely. when he found himself in a temperature below twenty degrees'
Keamur, and a servant followed him about everywhere,in readi-'
ness to offer him additional coats for wrappings. During the
latter jyears of his life, when rendered hort de aombat by the
asthma from whichhe had sufferedsince hisyouth, helivedalmost
entirely inakind of box, which allowedno deviationof thobody,
andallowednotiling to pass excepthis head andarm*.—' Shilling
Magazine.'
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