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The preliminary proceedings were yot going on whon another
euergetic wember of the Precursor soclety pushed his way into the
crowded room to armounce that arrangsments bad heen made with a
¥iow to ensure the recovery of Mr. €' Connell's watol. “I feal per-
suaded,” he soid, * that every gentleman here will willingly consent to
bo senrched before leaving, and,” he added very emphatically, and to
all appeavances very cogently, “as no one has been allowed bo EO
away, the zhigf must be in the room.”

An wcomfortable sense pervaded the apartment that this remark,
however true, was by no means complimentary to us collsctively.

. In the midst of the general discomFort, O"Commoll, with = roguish
twinkle of his Hibernian eye, was henvd saying, as if again laiking to
lnmse]t': “OL! the best thing the thiof can do is Lo steal away.”

. Tovery eys in the room answered Lo thob twinkle of fun, and,
instead of the glum silence of o moment before, there was an instant
rear of Jaughter.

.., After this the proceedings of the day’s meeting began in carnost.
’Comnell’s speech was recognizable, by those qualified to pronounse
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such an opinion, as among the fincst nrations he ever delivered. Snve
that it was witeved within doors, and to o moare restricted sudience,
though one very considerable, intensely eongenial, and in many ways
lmportant, it exnctly nnswered that noble description in 8t. Stephen’s
of O’Conrell addressing onc of his monster demonstrations :
Once to my sight the giant thus was given,
Wail'd by wide air, and roof'd by boundless heaven ;
Beneath his feet the human ocean lay,
And wave on wave flowed into space away,
Methought no ciarion could have sent its sound
Even to the centre of the hests around ;
And, a5 T thought, rose the sonorous swell,
As from some clreh tower swings the silvery bell,
Alef and cloar from airy tide to tide,
1t plided casy, a5 & bird might plide ;
Ta the last verge of that vast sudience sent,
It play'd with ench wild passion as it went,
Now stirr’d the uproar, now the murmny still'd,
And gobs or laughter answer'd as it will'd.”

I saw my-clf the emotions thrus awnkened, often in startling rapid
allernations.  Tears glittored in the eyes of many ab one tune, and but
a fow seconds afterward there would be o ronr of merriment. If, as
My, Disrnell has said, Sir Robert Peel played upon the House of
Commons like an old fiddle, ("Cemnell played upon a nobler instru-
ment-—an Irish harp sirung with the people’s heart-strings,

In one of the enrlier portions of his herangue, while his hearers
were hanging with breathless interest upon bis accents, o disturbance
ab the doorway, ag of some person endenvoring to force on entvance
into the apariment, eaused o gemersl cry of “Order! ovder!” The
disturbance, however, to the indignation of all, incrensed instead of
diminishing, and an inspector of police, forcing his way into the hall,
stepped ou to the further end of the long table, and picking his-way
among the inkslands, pens, and blotting paper, advanced the whole
length of the room towards O’Connell, endrying conspicuously in lis
hand the gold wateh and chain of the Liberator.

A shout of delight from all presout was husherl into silenee as the
policeman landed the walch, with some inaudible remwk, to its
owier

, “ What P said O'Connell, not having caught the inspector's
words guite acuralely.

Inspector of polico— Tt was found, sir, after you Lad left home,
under your pillow, in your bedroom !

O’Connell’s merriest touch of humor was never grested by hearlicr
Peals of laughter than the few simple words uttered by that policeman.

“AlL ! Liberator darlint, sure nobedy would rob you,” cried one
of the frieze-clad tatterdemalions of the gutter, when the meeting was
over and O'Conuell was driving away in his earringe.

At the close of the speech thus oddly interrupted, T recall to mind
the sensc of bewilderment with which I listened lo the last words of
the sonorous and impassioned peroration—a bewilderment awalened
by the fantastic. evidonve tho orslor afforded in the manmer of its
utterance that he preserved the screnest mastory over himself and his
theme, even when apparently most completely carried away by the
infizence of the mstrum, or divire sflabus. As the last words of the
ornate and balanced sentences forming the close of his peroration
passed his lips, O’Connell, in the nct of silting down in the midst of a
prolenged burst of cheering, spread open a silk handkerchief he enrviod
in his hands, and with it playfully cuveloped the head and shoulders
“of a little child boside him—one of the children of “ 3y Dear Ray,”
the secrelery—doing this with such aplomd that the whele spoech
might alrmost have seemed contrived as a ennning proparation for the
climax of & game of boo-peep.—* St. James’ Magnzine.’

Rarrresyanes.—~The rattlesnake finds a superior foo in the
deer and black szake. Whenever a buck disedvers o rabblesnake
in a situation which invites attack, he loses no time in prepariny
for batble. He maks up within ten or twelve feet of the suake,
then leaps forward and aims to sever the Lody of the snnke with
his bifureated hoofs. The first onset is most commonly succossful,
but if otherwise, the buck repeats the trial nntil he euts'the snake
in twain. The Llwk snake 1s also move than aa equal competitor
against the rattlesnake.  Such is its eeleriby, both in running and
entwining itsclf around ite vietiny, that the rattlesnake has no way
of eseaping from its fatal embrace. When the black and rattle-
ahakes are about to maeb for hattle, the formey durts forward at the
height of his speed, and strikes at the hack of the neck of the
latter with unerring certainty, leaving o foob or two of the upper
part of the body at Hberty. In an instant he encireles him within
five or six folds; he then stops and and looks the strangled foe in
the face, to ascertain the effect preduced upon his corseted body.
If he shows signs of life, the coils ave multiplied, and the screws

. tightened, the operator all the time watching the countenance of
the vietim., Thus the two remain thirty or forty minutes; the
executioner then slackens ome coil, noticing at the same time
whether any signs of life appear; if so, the coil is resumed and
rctained until the incarcerated wretch is completely deadi The
mocasin-make is killed the same way. .

WHOLE CITIES SWALLOWED BY EARTHQUAKE,
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Corzpsronpence from Maracaibo, dated May 29, describes the
awful earthquake which destroyed seversl cities and thousands of
lives. The following details are furnished by one of the survivors :

San Jose de Cucuta had for many years made very rapid pro-
gress, increasing in wealth and population, until it had hecome one
of the most important cities of Columbia. Of late years new and
important enterprises had been started, necessitating. the construe-
tion of new buildings for mercantile and other purposes, and of &
large number of fine residences. Tn a moment of time these have
all bheen destroyed. I was situated on the boundary of the
Republic, and was founded Ly Juan de Marbin in 1534, It was a
port of entry, if an inland town can be calléd a port, and here was
the established Custom-louse. The population of the ety at the
time of the disaster is estimated at about 12,000, It had o large
commerein] business, and was the great depot for coffee and caca
for shipment either through the Venezuelan port or down the
Magdalona. At half-past five o’clock in the afternoon of Sunday,
May 16, a strong shock was observable, lasting fwenty seconds.
A little Iater another trembling of the earth took place, which
‘gradually died away through the space of five minutes. At a
quarter past six the same day the entire population was brought
o its feet by a strong shock, which lasted for some time. During
vhe 17ih and the following night occcasional tremblings were
cxperienced. On the morning of the 1Sth everything was screne,
and the day advanced without anything new, with no premonitions
of the awfnl fate which awnited the doowed city. )

The honx of half-past 11 arived. A great part of the citizens
were af table. The earth commenced shaking with great force,
and from all sides the peoplo rushed into the streets with despair-
ing cries for mevey. For fifteen scconds the movement continved,
the city moving like a great ship without ballast. Instantancously
& cloud of fine dust enshronded the streets and houses, impeding
the vision and calling forth renewed cries of horror and appeals for
merey frem the populace. These were of short duration, however,
as the dust soon became so thick ag to impede respiration, and, as
if Ty the touch of an enchanter’s wand, an swful silence succeeded.

Many who might have been saved from the rains of the falling
buildings fell victims to suffocation. Mot longer than $wo minutes
did this tervible situation continue. A wind rapidly cavried away
the dust cloud, revealing the terribls scene.

‘What was & few minntes before a beautiful city, instinet
with life and happiness, was now the hideous tomb of fhoussnds, -
The rnin was eomplete. A contemplabion of the few who survived
the awlul disagter was even more terrible than the sight of the
ruins and the dead which lay beneath thom. Crazed with horrow,
men, woreen and children van ahout crying for help and to their
friends who lay doad near at hand, Hove a mother fvantically
called to her child ; there the child, horribly disfgured, perhaps,
wailed out for its parent. Husbands, wives, sons, daughters,
fathers and mothers, wore running aboub in wild dismay.,  Some
howrs passed befors quist was restored and a vealization of the
event obtained. The trembling of the earth continued, and to
add to the horrors of the situation, fives hroke out in varions
localities monid the rains. The so fearful day was followed by a
still more horrible night. The survivors had moved to the suburbg
of the city, where encampments were estabiished. The rdin com-
menced to fall in torrents, and amid the impenetrable darkness the
groans of the wounded filled the air, varied only by the sharp
detonntions proceeding from explosive matevials amid the ruins,
The coming of a new day showed that not more than 2000 remained
alive. Bencath the fallen houses lay from 8000 to 10,000 dead.

Immediately the sad news reached heve a subscription was
raised by the merchants in money and clothing, which was liberally
responded to by all; and the United States Consul, as agont of the
Atlas Steamship Company and the Grinoco Navigntion Company,
having tendered the nse of the steamers Pico and Uribante, they
were that same evening despatched with an ample supply of pro-
visions, clothing and medicines, ander the care of a dommittes to
dispense them, and a number of able physicians to administer 1o
the womnded nund sick. The Governor of this Staie also nobly
rosponded to the call for aid in money and provisions, and furthes-
move sent a picket of soldiers for the protection of the emigrants
coming from Cucuta.

" Reports from other localities furnish news of equal destrnetion,
San Cavetano was destroyed; alse the layger part of Santiago, In
Gramalote there was great destruetion. Arholeda, Cueutilla and
Ban Cristohal are all nearly destroyed, principally the four last.
The population of these towns is estimated by a person well
acguainted in that region to be move or less as follows :—

Son Cayetanoe .., ' “ 4000
Suntiazo . o 2000 -
Gramalote . . ... 3000
Arboleda . . 8000
Cueutilly Vae e . 5000
San Cristobal ... . . e 1800

The section of country above referred to emhraces the regions
about where Colombin and Venezuela join, the Colombian portion.
embracing the State of Santander. I is in some respects the most
productive part of the repnblic, abd the coffee of this section is
familiar to allthe world. The shock was felt sharply of Bogota and
adjoining sections. A gentleman who was at the time in Pacata-
tiva says that the movement listed for three quarters of a minute.
It was also strongly felt in Bawrranquilla. Maracaibo, though re-
moved a degree and o half from the scene, yet felt at the same
mowment a gentle but long-continned undunlation of the ground, and
not a day has passed since the memorable 18th May that we have
not here felb shocks more or lesy strong.



