
year'sachievementby 33points, while the representativesof Ire-
landare twopoints to thebad. Itwill be seen that, wereitnot
forthe unfortunate fatality which,attendedMilner throughout the
match, thereis every probability ;that it would have beenvery
closeindeed. Itmay be rememberedthat thesameluck attended
himlast year,and throughablunderofhis in firing at the wrong
target the- Americans were given the victory. He aimed and
scored abull's-eye at the wrong target, which but for that fact
■wouldhaveleft theIrishmen the winnersby onepoint. Itis con-
soling toknow,however, thatnot only were theybeaten this year
by shooting thathas neverbeenequalled,but theDublinClubwon
theAll IrelandChallengeShieldon July 3rd,beating their Ameri-
canopponentsby six points.

During theservicesat St. Joseph'sonlast Sunday, theVicar-i
Generalintimatedto those members of the congregationwhohad
made themselves liable for the sum owing upon the episcopal
residence,'thathe had appointedSunday, the sth proximo,as the
day on which the instalments wore to be paid. The reverend
gentlemanenteredintoaminuteexplanationof thestateof thefund,
and in concluding, urged upon those persons who had become
residentsof thedistrictsince thepurchasehadbeenmade, andthe
debt incurred, the necessity of their bearing a portion of the
burden. FatherColeman also statedthat whenhe had received
thesums for which the members of thecongregationhad become
pledged,itwas his intention tovisitthe country districtsuponthe
sameerrand.

We regretto state that the extent of damage done by the floods
in the low lying grounds aboiit KensingtonandForbury has been far
greaterthau was at first imagined. The misfortune is, also, that the
weighthas fallen upon those who are but ill able to bear it,and in
many cases, theamount of misery inflicted uponunfortunate families
hasbeen most trying. Inmany of thehouses theinmateswereunable
to light their fires,and with the waterknee deep,theirsufferings may
be easier imagined thandescribed.

We have been forwarded from the publisher, Mr. William
Mahony, jun., the first numberof a journal published in Wellington
■called"The Omnibus." Itis sixteenpages demy quarto,andsoldat
the rate 'of threepence per copy. For a first number it is a most
creditableturn-out,and althoughanapologyappearsfor shortcomings
on that account, we fail to see that it required-any. It contains some
well-selected extracts, short tales, and original poetry, and if the
excellence of the first number he maintained, it must command a!
readyandextensivesale.

We havereceivedthe 'IllustratedNew ZealandHerald
'

for
August, whichfully maintains its excellence, and is worthyof, if
it doesnot surpass, its predecessors. The illustrationsare twelve
in number., four of which are devoted to New Zealand, the re-
mainderbeing sketchesinAustralia and Fiji. Chief amongst the
illustrations is a full-paged cut of "The landing of Sir Arthur
HamiltonGordon at Nasova," which is admirably executed. In
addition to this there are

"
Crossing the Waimakariri during a

flood,""Splitters Falls, Victoria;" "Grounding of the Ceylon,
E.M.S.;" "A View of the Queensland Gold-fieldsj" -"Glenelg,
S.A.;" "Akaroaßayj"

"TheNorhamCastleina Storm/ "The
South. Head Lighthouse, Port Jackson;" "ShippingHorses for
India," and "The InvercargillAtheneeum." __

Speaking of the accommodationfor our legislators in connec-
tion withthe HouseofParliament, the 'Napier Telegraph

'
says:— "

We have been furnished with a copy of Bellamy's tariff of
■charges,by which weperceivethatthings are madenice and com-
fortablefor members of our Colonial Parliament. InNewZea-
land,'Bellamy's, isa select club for legislators, whereamanmay
liveat a cheaper rate than at a hotel, and be better caredfor.
Membersareallowedto take wineby the dozen,ata reductionof
five percent.;they canhavesupperhot for Is 6d, or suppercold
for Is. For the moderatecharge of 30s a week amember is pro-
videdwithfullboard,anda premium is held oivt to those whose
smalldaily wants are supplied by five meals,by a charge of only
five shillings less to those whese appetites are satisfied witha
breakfast and dinner. A liberal honorarium, and the pleasing
recollectionsof life at Bellamy's,perhaps account for much ofthat
noblepatriotism thaturges amantosacrificehimselfon the shrine
"of politics."

We arepleased to see that the "SaturdayNightConcerts,"
beingheldin theTemperance|Hall,are rapidly growingin public
favor, andallit now requires is judicious management to make
themanestablishedsuccess. Some little while since webelieve
theprogrammewas not themost select,butsincetheconcertshave
beenheldin the TemperanceHalleverything of anobjectionable
"characterhasbeen carefully eliminated, and the entertainmentis
such thatan agreeable hourmaybe whiledawaywithoutanything
being either seen or heard to hurt the most susceptible. OnI
Saturdaynight the large number of infantsamougst theaudience
"was the subject of generalremark, and their unmistakablemethod- of making theirpresence knownelicited not a few expressionsof
dissatisfaction.

The Esquimauxfishers who fringe the Arctic Sea coastdown
to Kotzebue Soundadopt a somewhat curious and craftymethod
forkilling thePolarbear. Thehuntersbendpiecesof stiff whale-
bone and freezeeachintoa ballof blubberj then they entice the
bear topursue them, dropping in hispath the frozenballs, which
he stops to swallow. When the blubber balls thaw, the whale-
bones springopen,andputanend to the hapless beast.

The grizzlybear isproved to have formerly existedinEngland,
by the researches of Professor Busk into the character of the
numerousbones found inthe ancient cavernat Brixham, near Tor-
quay,inDevonshire. Of the sixteen hundred and twenty-onebones
"obtainedfromthis cavesinceitsdiscovery, in1858, ninehundredand
thirtybelongedtocaveanimals,andat least fifteen,artificiallyworked
flintshavealsobeenfound there.

NEWS IN BRIEF.
A lacedressand shawl, andother laces, formerly theproperty

of the EmpressEugenic, and worth .£SOOO, werefound recently at
a Washington pawn shop, where theyhave beenpawnedfor JBSO.

Itis statedthat Sir Charles GavanDuffy intendspermanently
settling inIreland,and thathecontemplatesre-entering the House
of Commons for an Irish constituency.

Profitingby thesadexperienceof theHolyoakedisaster,most
of the churches inAmerica arehaving the doors altered to swing
outward.

The executiveof the Irish HomeEuleConfederation ofGreat
Britainhave issued their last monthly report, future statements
concerning the organizationbeing tobe transferredto thecolumns
ofthe

'UnitedIrishman,' the firstnumber of -whichwillbe issued
onJune 5. This journalwill,it is announced, be themouthpiece

Friday, August 27, 1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
THE DRAMA.

■ ++
The crowdedhouse whichmet to witnessMr.DarrelTspersonationo£
theMelancholyDane, no doubt influenced themanagementin follow-
ing up with another of Shakspere's tragedies, and on Friday night
last"Macbeth" was produced. The cast, however, wasmaterially
altered,from that during the engagement of Mr.Bates:— Mr.Steele
sustaining the character of the treacherous Thane of Qawdor;Mr.Darrell,Macduff;and Mr.Hoyle,Hecate. Mr.Steele has oftenap-
pearedin the same character in this city, and werest assuredwith.
greatersuccess, for itmust be confessed he -didnot appear to advan-
tageon Friday night. The passage in which he apostrophisesthe
dagger was given with a tameness whichmaterially detractedfromits
effect. Inthebanquetscene, however, whenstricken with horror at
theapparitionofBanquo's ghost, he infused a vigor andlife in the
part whichmet withrecognition fromthe audience. AsMacdufE,Mr.
Darrellappearedto far greater advantage than in Hamlet,many of
thepassages being given with telling effect, which were greeted with
prolongedapplause. Perhapstheact in whichMr.Darrellwasmost
effective was that in whichhe learns of the slaughter of his children,
the outburst of passionategrief being depictedwitha reality whichit
waspainful to witness. Mrs.Darrell,of course, appearedin the rdle tof LadyMacbeth, andhavingsaid so much,more is needless. Itis in
such characters asLady Macbeth, and other of Shakespeare's crea-
tions that Mrs.Darrellhas scope forher abilities,andafter witnessing
such a finishedperformance as that of Friday night, oneis forced to
regret that talents, such as she possesses, should ever bedevoted to
aught save the legitimate drama. On Saturday night "Lucretia
Borgia" was presented, and on Monday a dramatised version of
Wilkie_ Collins1novel, "Man and Wife." We understandMr.Dar-
rell claimsthe creditof beingthe adapter, andif such be the case he.
must be complimented upon his success. The piece is superiorto
either "The Struggle for Freedom," or

"
Under the Ban," and

althoughsavouring strongly throughout of the sensational,it is im-
measurably more creditable than manypieces whichpass current in
thepresentday. Itpossesses the meritof carrying the audience with
it through every act,andalthoughthere are five, theinterest through-
out is never onceallowedto flag untilthe curtain dropsupona most
effective tableau. Mr.Darrell appears in the character of Greoffry
Delamayn,one for whichheis admirably fitted,andwhichheplayed to
life throughout. Indeedin our mind characters such as G-eoffreyDelamayn and Francis Levison arc those in which he appears to
mostadvantage,where thepolishedandheartless manof the world is
portrayed, orlife in its different aspects of the present day is to be
depicted. We cannot pass by the admirable personation of the
loquacious oldScotch inn-keeper by Mr.Keogh." His make-up wasinimitable,and the fund of humor displayedexhibitedcomic powers
of nomeanorder. His very appearance on the stage was thesignal
for merriment,and so well was he disguised, that were it not for his
voice,it 'wouldhave beendifficult to discoverhis identity. The part
of the heroine was sustained by Mrs. Darrell in a manner which
brought forcibly to the audience the wrongs and sufferings of the
betrayed woman, the other characters being sustained by Miss
Willis andMessrs. Musgrave andClinton. The drama of

"
Man and

Wife
"

is one which shouldhavealong run,and themannerinwhich-
it is mountedandput upon the stage reflects muchcredit uponthe
management. Since writing the above wehaveseena letter.fromiM'r. "

Darrell, whicifplaceshis right to the authorship of thepiece beyond
dispute.

On Wednesday night "Hamlet" was"'again"produced, with a
slight variancein the cast, the part of Laertes being undertaken by
Mr. Keogh, in consequence of the indisposition'of Mr. Stonehani.

'

We must congratulateMr.Darrelluponhis goodjudgmentinmateri-
ally alteringmany of thepoints presentedon the night of his benefit,
and weare bound to confess the conceptionof thepart, as embodied
inWednesday night's representation,is infinitely superior to thepre-
cedingone. This wasmarkedly apparent in the soliloquy,"Tobe or
not to be," the beautiful passage being given with a delivery and
action which,while beingin keeping withthe text,was widely different
from Mr. Darrell's former rendering. Again, inthe scene where he
findshis interview with Ophelia watchedby the King andPolonius,
he goes to the arras,behind which they are concealed,and assures
himself of the fact,beforereturning to Opheliaand asking of .her the
whereabouts of her father. By this,he makes it more clear to the
audience the cause of the horror he feels on receiving her answer,
believing her in the plot and playing him false. There are many
otherpoints which Mr.Dafrell either introducedor alteredsince he
lastappeared,and weare glad to be able to heartilyapproveof both
innovations and alterations. By the course he has adopted,he has
shown his only aimis to give a delineationof this creation of the
immortal bard which will bear out the conception of the master-
mind, and,as in so doinghehas takennature forhis guide,and tested.
|the correctnessor incorrectness of his views by that standard, it will
be admittedhis performance should bear the test of criticism.
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