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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

SUBSCRIBERS removing fromonepart of theColony toanother,
will please notify the same by letter, and thereby save them-

selves andus unnecessary troubleand expence
It is requested that any irregularity in the delivery of THE

TABLETbenotifiedto the Manager, so that means may be taken to
rectify themistake.

"We mustrequest those persons whose subscriptions are overdue,
to remitPost Ofllce Order for amount. All cheques andPostOffice
Orders to be made payable to John Dttngan, Manager, Tablet
Office, Dunedin.

MARRIAGE.
Webb— Dunne.— AtSt. Bafchans, on16th August,Mr.Thomas Webb

to Miss MargaretDunne,bothof St.Batlians. <
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THE CAVERSHAM ELECTION AND THE ABOLI-
TION BILL.

and of considerable influence, exerted themselves to the
utmost in favour ofMr. Lakstach. For these reasons we
had arrived at the conclusion that had not Mr. Stotjt
been opposed byMr.Larnacii, his majority would have
been very much larger, and the success of the cause headvocates, much more signal.

This Caversham election was a very fair stand up fight
for aprinciple,andclearly demonstrates the 'fallacy of the
argument so frequently made use of lately, viz., that the
;overwhelming majority of the people is in favor of the Pro-
Ivinces Abolition Bill. Andit would be strange indeed if
they were, for nothing can be more certain than that far the
greaternumber labor under profoundignoranceof its clauses.
The Bill is notgenerally understood, and for this reason, if

!for no other
—

time should be given for its due consideration.
It is monstrous to endeavor to force such a measure as this

Parliament without giving the people sufficient time
to master all its detail. Such conduct on the part of its ad-
vocates argues a consciousness of weakness, except indeed
so far as mere members in the General Assembly are con-
cerned, and a dread that when the people fully understand
what isproposed, the Bill will be ignominiously and univer-
sally scouted, as we have no doubt it deserves to be. A
change— a reformation— in our modeof Government is no
doubt necessary, but notsuch a change as this Bill contem-
plates.

The Centralistshave been for some time endeavoring to
ithrow odium on their adversaries,and weaken their position,
by saying that these are for the most part Superintendents.
and members of Provinces Executives andCouncils, and that
consequently their opposition arises from pure selffishness.
This is a strange way of arguing the question, which ought
to be discussed on its merits. Besides, such as employ this
argumentought to remember that they lay themselves open
to a very cutting retort. For who are the leading advocates
jof Centralism1 A.re they not almost all either members of
Ithe Central Government, and hangersonof'that,Government,'
who maybe called the rejected of the Proviuces. There is
great danger in arguing- the question in this way,— people
in glass houses should not throw stones.

Now that the Abolition Bill is beginning to be under-
stood by the people, a reaction in public opinion in many
quarters is perceptible;and there is reason for believing that
before long this reaction willswell into a loudand well-de-
fined expression of opposition, and of indignation at the
trick by which the Southern Provinces would be deprivedof
the proceeds of their land sales. The representatives from
Otago in the General Assembly may rest assured that if they
help the Government to force this Bill through Parliament
before the general elections, they mayabandon,inmost cases
at least, a)l hopeof being re-elected. The constituencies will
not tolerate suchhigh-handed and unconstitutional conduct.

++
Last week Mr.Stotjt waselectedmember for Caversham,
inthe House of Representatives, by amajority of twelve
overhis opponent. The issue decidedby the electors was
Provincial Government or immediate Abolition. Mr.
LaujStach, the defeated candidate,declared infavour of the
latter, and the result of the election proves that the
majority of the constituency is opposed to immediate
abolition. HadMr.Larnacii advocated the propriety of
postponing the decision of the question,and ofconsulting
the constituencies on the Abolition Bill at the general
election, which must be held before the next Session ofParliament, possibly the result of the Caversham contest
might have been different, though we do not think it
would. In all probability the majority of the successful
candidate was madeup ofvoters who aredetermined oppo-
nents of Centralism in Wellington. No doubt the three
Dunedin Daily papers say that, in reality, Centralism has
triumphedin this election. Itmay be so,but it certainly
isnot easy to seehow thiscan be.

The contest, all things considered, seems to have
afforded a very fair test of the mind of the constituency.
There was nothing inflammatory, noundue influence, sofar as we know. The attitude of the candidates towards
each other and the electors wasbecoming, and there was
no reticence or equivocation onthe part of either. The
issue was clearly put byboth

—
the maintenance of Provin-

cial G-overnment, or its immediate, abolition. This was
the question decided. The provisions of the Abolition Bill
now before the General Assembly, was hardly taken into
account. But had the question been the acceptance or
rejectionof theBill,the majority against the former would
have been overwhelming. Nobody approves of its pro-
visions, that is nobody who has read it and been able|to
master its meaning.

But the fact appears to be, that instead of the election
being inreality a victory for Abolitionists, the contrary
conclusion must be drawn by all who are aware of the
circumstances of the contest. The successful candidate
does not reside in the district, nor has he anyproperty
there ; but his opponent, Mr.Larnacit, not only resides
butpossesses a large and valuable propertythere,where he
is also,personally, very popular. Then it must be borne
inmind that Cavereham is a suburb of Dunedin, in which
city this gentleman carries on anextensive business, andgives employment to hundreds, of whom very many arefreeholders and householders in the Caversham district.Indeed,during hia canvass, Mr.Laenach stated that he
employed five hundred people. In addition to this, it is
notorious that several gentlemenof merit, as publicmen,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
"

Straws serveto show which way the windWows." Some
little time since the'Otago Guardian

'
set itself up as a theolo-gicalauthoritywith regard to Catholic dogmas, and its leadingcolumnsteemedwithattackspn theCatholicbodygenerally,andthe

Tablet inparticular. As might have beenexpected,the dictaofthe 'Guardian
'

was not acceptedby us as gospel, and onreceivingsome severe handling, it retreated from the contest which itsridiculousassertionshadevoked,withevenmorehaste than ithad
displayed eagernessin commencing the attack. The castigation
inflicted must have rankled deeply since then, for, though evi-dently learningwisdomfromthe past, ithas not daredopenly toshowits teeth

— it never allows an opportunity to pass ofpattinguponthe back kindred journalists who are not blessed with an.
equalamount of discretion. Last weekwepointedoutan injustice'
"whichhadbeendoneusby acountry paper,and wethenaskedthe'Star' and f Guardian' topublish the refutation, as theyhad theattackmade onus. We are pleased to say the 'Star' frankly
madethe amende honorable,buttrue to itsinstincts the 'Guardian/whilerefusing todo so,publishes in its issue of Mondaylastan
extract from another paper, containing as muchtruthas theonewehadpreviously refuted. Did we resort to the tactics of the'Guardian/ and copyintoour columns the strictures whichhaveappearedupon it in the 'Bruce Herald' and other journals,weshould have toallotmoreroom thanwefeelinclinedto wasteupon
suchasubject.

Inanothercolumnwillbe found amost interestingaccountofthe InternationalRifle Match between the American and Irishteams,victory againdeclaringin favour of the former. Although
thematchhas beenwonby fargreaterodds than thatgained last
yearat Creedmoor,itis satisfactory to learnthatthe desparityinthe scores this year is owing to the improved shootingof theAmerican,rather thantoanymaterialfallingoff intheIrish team.
Lastyear theirscore was 931, whichwas 17pointsbetterthan thatwithwhich theywontheElcho Shieldin1873, defeatingEngland,"Wales,andScotland. Thisyear theAmericans outstrip their last

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.10
■vr o t i c c "

MR. MURRAY, the Collector of The Tabeet, will visit the fol-
lowingplacesat the close of the present month, when itis trusted
Subscribers indebtedwillbepreparedto settleaccounts :—:

—
Invercargill, Cromwell,
Riverton, Oamaru,
Winton, Timaru,
Kingston, Waimate,
Queenstown, Palmerston,
Arrowtown, Hawksbury, &c,&c

J. DTJNGAN,
Manaq-ee.


