
[FBOM ▲ CORRESPONDENT.]
Itismy pleasingduty tp record the arrival of a teacher for our
Catholic school here, in the personof Mr. Desmond, who brings
withhimacertificateof the First Class from the IrishNationalBoard ofEducation.

Yesterday,the children assembled in theSchool-room to wel-
come theirnew teacher,and to bidadieuto theRev.J.Royer, whohas, at considerable inconvenience and trouble to himself, been
actingas teacher for the past three months. After thechildren
wereassembled,one oftheir numberread the followingaddress to
the Rev.Father,whichtookhimby surprise.

"Dear Rev. Fathee,— As you are leavingus, we wish to
thank you for all the trouble you have takenwithus for the last
three months,and also forhavinggot for us a schoolof ourown,

"Weknow,dearRev.Father,wehave been very fortunatein
havinghadapriest as a teacher, even for ashort time,and if we
have not been as attentive as we should be, we hope"you will
forgive us,

"We hope,dearRev.Father,you willprayfor us, so thatby
God'sgrace wemaybe good children."

We hopeGodwillkeepyou with us untilwe growup to be
big,andthatyouwilloftencome to seeus."We now,dearRev.Father,wishyou good-byeas our teacher.
andprayGodwillblessus all."

Signed, on behalf of the children, by M. Prendergast, M.
Frasxr,N.Prendergast, G. Collins,E.Nolan.

The addresswhich emanatedsolely from the children, seemed
to affordmuchpleasureto the Rev. Father,whorepliedin amost
feelingmanner,andgavemuchgoodadvice,whichit istobehoped
the children willendeavour to follow. Intheevening, ameeting
of the parents was held in .the School-room, when the following
addresswas presentedto the Rev.Pastor.

"Dear Rev. Father.
— We, the parents of the children

attending theRomanCatholic School,Hyde,beg io expressto you
our sincere and heartful gratitude for the trouble, care, and
anxiety,thatyou have voluntarilytaken on yourself in teaching
our childrenfor thepast three months."Tourmotto,Rev".Father,in this parish may wellbe,'The
Lord indeedhas sentme to the poor.'"

We know,dearRev.Father, that theparish is scattered, and,
thatthose to whomyou ministerare notblessedwithmuch of the
world'swealth. ■*-

"We canonlypray thegreat Giver of all goodthat youmay
be long spared to minister to our spiritual wants, and that the
Divine Masterwhomyou servemay spa-reyou to seegrowingup to
man'sestate,and walkingin thepaths of virtueand of faith., those
littleones for whomyouhave donesomuch,and for whose spiritual
welfareyouhave workedso hard."Inconclusion, dear Rev.Father,we ask you to rememberus
andthose littleonesinyour prayers,for it is said, 'The prayersof
the justavailethmuch."

Hore follow thesignatures.
The Rev. Father Royer, as in the morning,replied in very

feeling terms, and was visibly affected. This is another grand
instance of the love whichhas existed from the earliest period
betweenthe priestandhispeople,and it is refreshing to find that
evenaresidenceinNew Zealand,has not succeededin destroying
thatloveor veneration which the Catholichas always felt for his
priest. Mr.Desmond,Iunderstand, at once assumes the dutiesof
teacher.

Hyde,July29, 1875.

MORE SLANDERS.

Itmust be confessedthe Catholic press have a hard struggleto
refutetheslanders andcalumnies which crop up so frequently in
thepublic journals, Last week we exposedthemaliciousmisstate-

"H&aents of amendacious bigot, who by a side-wind strove topro-
pagatehis falsehoods,and we find that our valued contemporary

f the 'Melbourne Advocate' has been employed in a somewhat
similartask. Pastexperience inNewZealandhas affordedample
proof to Catholicsof the absolutenecessity for a journalin which
to expose the wantonand untruthfulattack* whichare madeupon

" their religionandall theyholddear, but the followingfrom the'
'Advocate' will more fully convince those who may be at all
doubtfulon thepoint:

—
In the'Argus'of Saturdaylast there is a scandalousreview

of ascandalounwork purporting to contain a story of the Holy
Father's life. The author, Mr.AlfredOwenLegge,has succeeded
inproducingaworkof fiction [that will be devouredwithakeen
appetiteby manyProtestants;andbut for the feelingof venera-
tionCatholics entertainfor Pius IX., they might possibly derivesome amusementfrom the perusal of it. If they could for the
timebeing divest themselvesof that feeling,and calmly studyMr.

iLegge's book as aworkof art, the task would not be altogetherunprofitable. Whatever ideas it had entertainedas to the powers
and fertility of invention exercised by writers inimical to the

\ Papacy, theirnotions on that subject would be considerablyen-
largedby anacquaintancewithwhat Mr.Leggehas accomplished
in the fieldofliterature inwhich, followingthebentofhis genius,
hegives free rein tohis fancy. Inpoetry and romance there arcsplendidexamplesof the creativepower of genius,butithas never
beforebeen so.brilliantly exercisedinbiographicalhistory as it"is
in"TheStory ofPius theNinth'sLife," byMr.Leggo, Wohad

ourselves proposedto illustrate how "wild and bold are the flights
of his imagination,butas Father O'Malleydid so very effectively
on Sunday last>inasermon the reverend gentleman preachedat
St.Francis'Church, weshallavailourselves ofhis^ work. Itwill
be seen thathe does no justice whatever to Mr. Legge;that he
fullycredits himwithallhe has accomplished in the domainsof
fiction, that theboldestflightsofhisimaginationareacknowledged,
and that,lest there shouldbe any doubt as to the good faithof
the author, he (Father O'Malley) proved conclusively that his
story wasby a fine fancy"woven, and innodegree foundedon fact.

FatherO'Malley took forhis text the words:"Sonorapatrem
tuum," Honour thy Father (Exod. xxi., 12). He observed that
curiouscoincidencesdo sometimesoccur. Ithadbeen known, for .
weekspreviously, that therewas tobe acollectionthroughout the
Catholic churches on that day for the venerable head of the
Catholic Church, andby one of these purely accidental,butstill
remarkable coincidences,there hadappearedon theprecedingday,
inone of thesecularpapers, a review onalifeof thePope. The
"life" teemed with falsehoods, and the review was penned in
language whichcouldnot be supposed by *;he writer tobeother
than most insulting toCatholics. Themanwhomtheyreverenced
aboveallotherson earth was slandered by the biographer, and
treated with studied disrespect by the reviewer. It wasstated
thatPius IX.had turned his thoughts fir<st to wedded life, but "
havingmet witharepulse,hadbecomea soldier and a gambler j
and, finding no consolation in this dissipated life, had ended by
entering thepriesthood. Allthis was toldwith evident relish by
thereviewer, and witha coarseness of language which might be
suited to thecolumnsof a secular journal,but which didnotbear
repetition withina sacrededifice. It was further stated that the
Pope was an

"
imbecile ruler ;" and his minister, Antonelli, was

describedas
"brigandborn," and as

"
sending roundthehat for

Peter'spence;"a remark which certainly heightened the coinci-
dence.

He (Father O'Malley) had often impressed uponthe people
the necessity of havingadaily Catholicpaper todefend theCatho-
licbody from the daily assaults of bigotry and falsehood. He was
awarethat, unfortunately,the time hadnot yet come,buthe hoped
itwouldone daycome. Inthemeantime,allowancemust bemade
for the slowness with which people think;thenecessity must be
keptconstantlybefore them,inorder that it might notbe forgot-
ten,buthave time tosink intotheirminds. The slanders to which.

Ihe hadreferred, and whichhe was about to refute, should surely
make them understand, if they did already feel the wantof a
daily defenceagainstdaily assaults. Were itnot for theaccidental
circumstance of his having topreachthatday, the slanders would
have had aweek to live, whereas, if there wereadaily paper, they
might havebeen answeredthenextmorning, How many whohad
read that vile article were beyond the reach of his voice! How
many (to theirshame) didnot read the weeklyCatholic journal—
theonly onein the colony! None but the blind could failto see
theenormouspower of thePress for goodor evil,andnonebut the
foolish couldbeholdthat power, and neglect to rangeiton their
side. Itwas the conscientious duty of a Catholic to haveinhis
housea Catholic paper, and procure it as wide,a circulation as
possible amongbothCatholicsand.Protestants. How weresimple
Catholics toknowbut thatsomeof the many falsehoodswere true;
and how were Protestants to suspect that we weremaligned,if
therewereno oneto tellthem?

Pope PiusIX.was born in 1792. In 1803, at the ageof11,
hebegan to frequent theschoolsof the Scalopii. This wordwasa
corruption of Fratelli delle souole pie

—
brethren of the pious or

Christianschools: in fact (horrible to relate), Christian Brothers!
Itwas true that the rules of the Order in Italy werenot inall
points the same as in Victoria, but the principlesand practices
werequite as bad; and that was sayingagood deal,seeing that
the ChristianBrothers inVictoriaweresurpassedin wickednessby
only oneother Order, the nameof whichhe (Father O'Malley)did
not venture topronounce,lestheshouldmakehisauditorsshudder.

1 After attendingithese wicked schools for five years,Pius (whose
l nameinprivate life was John Mastai Ferratti),at the ageof,16

(in1808),enteredanecclesiasticalseminarytostudy for the priest*
hood. In1809 he received tonsure (one of theminor Orders),and
w.ent to Home to continue his philosophical and theologicalstudies,' andnot tooffer himself toPius VII.,as hadbeenfrequently stated,

; as asoldier. There was some fotindation for the rumour of his, having been amemberof the.noble guard, for in1810 PopePiua
VII. wascarried off fromRomeby theFrench generalsRadetand

1 Miollis; andin the confusion which followed, severalseminaries
t wereclosed, and thestudentshad to return to theirnative towns,
}■ andMastaiwasamongthenumber, Althoughhe hadreceivedthe
i ecclesiastical tonsure,he couldnot becomeapriest, forhesuffered

from violent fits of epilepsy. In1812 (the PopePius VII.beinga
prisonerinFrance, and theRoman army being incorporatedwith' thoFrench, and officered by Frenchmen), Mastai,beingof noble' birth,wassummonedby the French to enter theguardof nobles

I atMilan;but thesame fibs which excludedhim from thepriest-
l hoodprocuredhis exemption from military service In1814, the
■ aged Pontiff returned to Rome, the seminaries re-opened their
) doors,and Mastaibegan to freqiient the schools, thoughat first in
) lay dress (onaccount ofhismalady). G-od was pleasedto deliver. him. In1818 ho assisted in giving a "mission." Not.being as
.' yet ordained, he, of course, could not hear confessions;but he
i preached, and he (Fathev O'Malley) ventured to say no one
i preachedlikehim. Such asplendidvoice!suchanoblepresence!
■ suchdignity of manner!s^^ch earnestness! Thenextyearhe waa
I 'ordainedapriest., Thatmen shouldlie wasnot surprising,but that theyshould
) lie so openlyand so daringly was. Inreality, theriskof detection
i1 was moreapparant than real. Itwas a well-knownfact that the
3 most daring robberies were oftenperpetrated intheopen streets,
I withconsummate skill andcoolness j theonlookersbeing topmuch

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, August 6, 1875.]

HYDE.

13


