
Over 3,000,000 frogs weresoldfor eatinginBostonlastyear.
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has been misnamed. Itshould havebeen called aBill to
abolish the popular element.inProvincial Institutions,and
to substitute the Autocratic. We are tohave Superinten-
dents still,but instead of being elected by the people, and
responsible to thepeople, they are tobe appointedby the
Governor, responsible to him only, and entirely at his
beck. His Excellency may appoint some. friend of his
own, or more correctly, of some one of the Ministers, for
the time being, to a Superintendency. He may be a geu-
tleman from Auckland,or recently arrived from England,
that would perhaps be placed overushere in Otago. This
certainly does not appear to be an improvement. Then
this Bill is tricky, inasmuch as it manifestly holds out a
temptation to the present Superintendents to desert their
Provinces, and support the Abolition measures of the
Government. l?or who should have abetter claim for the
office of Superintendents, than the gentlemen who already
hold ifc, who would lose ib by the change,and whose expe-
rience,of course,not to speak of recent services, would so
well fit them to retain it

VILLAINOUS CONDUCT.
Two newspapers in Dunedin, The Evening Star, and the
Otago Daily Times, have published a libel on the Key.
[Father Dai/ton. Through the instrumentality of these
newspapers, the public in Otago have been taught to
believe that this Revd. gentleman is a liar, and guilty of
other disgraceful andunjust conduct.

Father DaltojsT,before this libel waspublished by our
contemporaries,denied the false and calumnious .charges
against him, and gave, such explanations as must have
satisfied all right-minded men.

Our contemporaries, however, who were ready enough
to give currency to- the libel, have neglected to do an act
of justice,and publish the refutation. Anything deroga-
'tory to a Catholic,particularly a priest,be it true or false,
easily finds admission into these Otago journals, but a
defence, or adenial,on their part,is studiously ignoredby
them. Tet they pretend to liberality, truth and justice.
Of a truth, fair play are words not to be found in their
vocabularies, except as a mere ornament, to be viewed,
but not tobe used.

touse allParliamentaryforms to stop thepassageof the Abolition.
Billthisseason. They willspeak against timeifnecessary, abotrc"
whichMr. Fitzherbert gave young memberssomeusefullessons.
They will ask the House not to consider the Abolition andLocal
Q-overnmentBillsuntiltheRepresentationBillandthe Estimates
are before the House. Itis believedby the Opposition that the
great struggle will be on the Estimates. Both Governmentand
Opposition appear confident of success.

The 'CromwellArgus/ which presumes to be an authority
on the subject, has the following with regard to the pro-
posed O'Connell celebrationat Queenstown:

— "Apropos of this
subject,acorrespondentpointsout that theQueenstownpeopleare
jubilant in view of a grand banquet and ball in honor of the
occasion, tobeheldonthefifihof August,whereasthe 'Liberator*
was born on the ninth of that month, 1775." We havenodoubt
that theQueenstown folk are wellaware that thebirthday of the
Liberator does not fall on the sth, but on the 6th, but we
questionwhetherthey arepreparedto accept thecorrectionof the'
Argus/ for assuredly weare not.

New Zealand colonists have a very exalted idea of the
capacity or work of the late Premier,butFiji is in possessionof a
gentlemanbefore whomSir Julius must bow hishead. TheFiji'
Times

'
furnishes the following list of officials tinder the new

■Governor, Sir Arthur Gordon, amongst whom Mr. J.B. Thurston
occupiesaprominent position. Should that energetic anduseful
official followthe example of our latePremier, by tearinghimself
awayfrom the cares of office for a time, the newly-formedcolony
wouldbeina bad stateindeed. The followingis the civil list:

—
Vice-Presidentof Executive Council, Hon. John BatesThurston,
Esq. j Executive Council— Hon. John Bates Thurston, Esq.j
Colonial Secretary, Hon. John Bates Thurston, Esq.;Colonial
Treasurer,John Bates Thurston,Esq.;Minister forNativeAffairs,
Rau Joni Cursitoni;Chief Justice andChancellor, hisHonorMr.
Justice Thurstonj the three Puisne Judges, their Honors John,
Bates,and Thurston;Registrar, Sheriff, Judges' Associate,Tip-
staff and Chief Constable. Mr. J.B. Thurston;Mayor,Municipal

tCouncil,Town Clerk, Lamplighter and scavenger,J.B. Thurston.
The subordinate work of department willbe conducted by that
most efficientstaff of clerks,Mr. J. B.Thurston..

According- to the Napier'Telegraph
'
Mr. R.J.Creightonis

reportedtohavein viewas his future constituency the Wairarapa
district, anditissaid thathe has beenpromised theScandinavian
vote whichmusters strongly in thatelectorate.

The annualmunicipalelectionsfor thevacanciesin thevarious
wardsof the city took place on Monday last. For SouthWard
there hadbeen originally seven candidates in the field, butthe
retirementofMessrs Cargill, Scanlan and Couzens, narrowedthe
contest downto four, which terminated in the electionofMessrs
Roberts and Mollison. The numbers polled for the candidates
were:— Roberts, 242.; Mollison, 201;Rossbotham, 80;andGray,
29. The two firstgentlemen were therefore declaredduly elected.
InHigh Wardthree candidates went to thepoll,and adetermined
struggle wasmaintainedbetween Messrs Chapman andBrownfor
thehonorof heading the list,which ended in- thenumberspolled
being exactly the same, namely,339. Itwas well known fromthe
day of nomination that the third candidate,Mr.Hardy,hadnot
theremotest chance, a supposition which was borne out by the
fact that he was fully 200 behindhis opponents. InBellWard
there wasno contest, Messrs Campbell and. Leary being returned
withoutopposition;but in Leith Ward a new man came to the
front to dispute thehonor of representationwiththe oldmembers,
MessrsReeves and Gibson. Theresult, however,showed that the
burgesseshadnot lost confidence in their formerrepresentatives;
yetMr. Charles Smith secured sucha proportion of the votesof
theratepayers,as willfairlyentitlehim tomake another effort for
their suffragesona future occasion. The offices of City Auditors
are again tobe filled by the gentlemen holding thepositionlast
year.

We seeouroldfriend,Mr. John Griffin, has returnedtoDun-
edin, andagain enteredinto businessin Stafford-street. We had
hoped that Mr. Griffin was in the enviable position that the
struggle for the loaves and fishes was a matter of indifference to
him. Weregretto hear, however, thatsuch is not the case,but
feelsurehishostof friends inthepast willagain rallyroundhim
inhis fresh start inlife.

Dtjnedin has been singularly unfortunate during the past
weekin thematterof fires,jOnMondaynight thePrincessTheatre
waslevelledto the ground, and the subsequentnight anotherdis-
astrous fire took place, resulting in the destruction of Coombes'
Tannery. Much sympathy is felt for Messrs.Steele andKeogh,

,thelesseesof the Theatre, who have been considerablelosers by
the fire, andthemembersof theCompany, from thehighest to thelowest, are more or less sufferers by the calamity. Fortunately
Messers. SteeleandKeoghhadalso alease of theQueen's Theatre,
so thatnotwithstanding thedestructionof most of their wardrobe
and stage properties, they were enabled to migrate to Princes
street, where they appeared on Tuesday night in the play of"Leah." Mr.Sibbald,towhomthePrincessbelonged, was insured
for .£6OO, andfortunatelyalargestockstoredin theShades escaped
uninjured. We believeitis his intention to proceedat once with
theerection'of anewtheatre, which he_hopes to placeat thedis-
posalof thelatelesseesbeforeChristmas. With regard to the fire
of Tuesdaynight, we regretto learn that Mr. Coombes willbea
heavyloser,for althoughinsuranceshadbeeneffectedto theextent
of .£1,500, he estimates his loss ata little less than £10,000. In
bothcases theorigin of thefireisunknown,butnodoubt willcom*
out lit the officialinquiries.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Hdads arebeingcountedbothinand"out of the House, and the
prevailing opinion is that the struggle Provincialism versus Cen-
tralism canbe no longer staved off. On Saturday last some four
dozenmembers met,at the invitationof thePremier, for thepurpose
of ascertaining the actual voting strength on the Abolition of the
ProvincesBill. Mr.Header Woodput inanappearance, but shortly
afterwardswithdraw, Btating that he could not support the measure,
as it confirmed the Middle Island in the possession of its land
revenue. Althougha resolutionwas carried unanimously approving
of the desirability of at once bringing forward the Bill,itis believed
that whenit comet to thepoint the following gentlemenwill secede:—

Messrs J.Brown,Pyke,O'Connor, Creighton, andBradshaw.
His Lordship the Most Rev. Dr. Moran celebrated Pontifical

High Mass in St. Joseph's Church on last Sunday, (the services
being incommemorationof the memory of O'Connell), assistedby
the followingclergymen:— Rev. E. Royer,deacon;Father Crowley,
Bub-deacon;and the "Vicar-Gt-eneral, as Master of Ceremonies. It
had'been his Lordship'sintention tohave deliveredanoration,butit
is notified thathe will do so onSunday next, onwhich occasion there
willbe a grand"TeDeum

"
inhonor of theLiberator.

dP The O'Connell celebrationtook place last evening at Watson's
Hotel,andprovedto be a most unqualified success, close upon150
sitting downto dinner. The chair was"taken by T. G-raham, Esq.,
onhis right andleftbeing the guestsof the evening. We areunable
to more than mention the fact of its success, but willgive a detailed
account inournext issue. We have,however,inbertedinour Poet's
Corneranoriginaladdress, written for and read on the occasionby
Mr.Bracken, which wasmost warmly applauded.

Anotheradditionto thenewspaperliteratureof theProvince
is likely soon to be made, the localty of the new venture being
Queenstown. The enterprise,says the 'Argus/ willbeundertaken
by a joint-stock company,and it' is said the principalmenin the
Wakatip district have taken the matter in hand, and intend to
carryitout thoroughly. We are informed that atapreliminary
meeting heldlast week,over £1000 was subscribed,whichgoes to
show that the projectors mean business. The Wakatip district
hasmore thanoncebeenthreatenedfrom ■withoutwithopposition
inthenewspaper andprinting trade,but this is the first time the
localresidentshave takenaction,andconsequentlyit ismore likely
to come tosomething.

Thk followingitems of intelligence are furnishedby the Press
Agency:

—
Ameeting of theOppositiontookplaceonMonday. Sir

OeorgeGrey was unanimously nominated leader, andauthorised
tobetheexponentof their views. TheOppositionaredetermined
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