
ARelic of TomMoore.
—

A little book of French epigrams
whichonce belongedto Thomas Moore was sold latelyinLondon
for a few shillings. It contains one or two translationsinpencil
on the fly-leaves. They are altered and polishedmost carefully,
butdonot seem tohave everbeen published. One is as follows:

Clodio, thatscribbling, chatteringpoet,
To me the other morningsaid,"
Which of my worksdo youlike best?

"
Ianswered,"ThoseIhavenot read."

Another is variedseveral times:
Prometheus, to punishhispilferingart,
Hada vultureto feed dayandnight onhis heart,
Hadst thou,my good friend, been inhis situation.
Alas for the bird! 'twould havedied of starvation.

/ Valtjb of Autographs.
—

SirWilliamFraserhas actually just
J8230 sterling for the original manuscriptof Gray's "Elegy

in a Country Churchyard;" the same relic having been sold
twenty years ago for only J6122. Fiftypounds ,was the sumpaid
for avery preciousrelic:the handwritingof aQueenof England:
aletterfrom Queen Elizabeth to HenryIV. of France. Twenty
guineas was given for a letter fromGalileo to hispupilCastelli;
forty-eightpounds for a letter fromMary, Queenof Scots, to M.
delaMotte. TwoauthographlettersofNapoleonI.fetched thirty-
four pounds, and a letter fromNelson to Lady Hamiltonbrought
innot less thanseventy guineas.

Origin of theSandwich.
—

LordSandwich wasoncea famous
statesman inEngland. He wasagreat minister,butalsoagreat
gambler. One day he had never moved fromthe gaming table.
Suddenly he felthungry. He cried to the servent to bringhim
somethingto eat. They brought aslice of beef and twopieces of
bread. Placing them together soas notto loose time,hedevoured
the first"sandwich," for bo the lunch was called,and has since
beenknown.

A Test of Life.
—

Is thepatientreally deador not ? is at all
times averyanxious question. A medicalpractitioner of Cremona
proposesasimplemethodby which thequestionmay beanswered
withcertainty. It is, to inject a drop of ammonia beneaththe
skin, when,if deathbepresent,no effect, or next tonone,ispro-
duced;butif there be life, then aredspotappears at theplaceof
injection. A test so easily appliedas thisshouldremoveallappre-
hension ofbeingburiedalive.

Curiosities of the Cold.
—

Every generation has its unex-
ampledexperiences,betokeningthat the weatherinparticular and
thingsingeneralareoutof joint. TheStrait of Dardanellesand
the Black Seawereentirelyfrozen ove in 642, whilethesnow in
someplacesdriftedto the depth of ninety feet,and theupheaped
icebroke down the wallsof cities and the battlements of towers.
In850 the Adriatic wasentirely frozen over;in1207 most of the
travellersinGermany werefrozen to death on the roads;in1233" thePo was frozenfrom Cremona to the sea, snowdriftsmade the
road everywhere impassable,wine casks burst,and the forest trees
splitby thefrost withastounding noise;in1250a fine forestnear
Eavenna was killed by frost;in 1256 the Cattegat was frozen
betweenNorway andJutlandj in 1282 thehouses inAustria were,
buried in snow;in 1292 the Rhine was frozen;in 1314 all the
rivers in Italy were frozen; in 1384 the Rhine, Scheldt, and
Adriaticwerefrozen;in1467 the wine in Flanderswas cutwich
hatchets;in1580 theGreat and Little Belt werefrozen; in1694
theforest treesand oaksin England split withthe frost;in1592
thestarvedwolves entered Vienna, and boldlyattackedmen and
horses jandin1540 the Zuyder Zee was frozen over.

Max Adeler on Lime.
—

Dr. Wilkes, in his recent work on
physiology,remarks that " It is estimated that thebones of every
adultperson requireto be fedwithlime enough tomake amarble
mantel every eight months." It will be perceived, says Max
Adeler,therefore,thatin the courseof about ten years each ofus
eatsthree or four mantelpieces and a few sets of front doorsteps.
Andina long life Isuppose it is fair to estimatethat ahealthy
Americancould devour the capital at Washington, andperhaps
twoor three medium-sizedquarriesbesides. Itwasawful to thinl
of theconsequencesifaman should be shut off fromhis supply oi
limefor a while, and then, let loose in a cemetery. Anordinary
tomb-stonewouldhardly be enough for alunch forhim

London.— The'LeisureHour' says:— The metropolis of the
British Empire, the largest city the worldever saw, covers,within
fifteen milesradius of Charing Cross, nearlysevenhundred square
mijgs, and numbers within these boundaries four millionsof in-
llavitants. It comprisesa hundredthousandforeigners from every

-■"- region of theglobe. The port of London has everyday upon its
waters a thousandships and nine thousand sailors. Upwardsof c
hundred and twenty persons areadded to thepopulationdaily,oi
forty thousandyearly,abirth takingplaceevery five minutes,ancadeath everyeight minutes. On an average,twenty-eightmiles
of streets are opened,and nine thousand new houses built everj
year. Initspostaldistrictsthere is ayearlydeliveryof 238,000,00(
of letters. On the policeregistrar there are thenames ofonehundredand twenty thousand habitual criminals, increasingby mair
thousands everyyear. More thanone thirdof all-thecrime of th<
country iscommitted inLondon, orat leastbrought to light thereThereareasmany beer-shops and gin-palaces as would, if thei:
frontswereplacedside by side, reach fromCharing Cross to Ports-mouth,adistanceof seventy-threemiles,andthirty-eight thousanc
drunkardsare annuallybrought beforeits magistrates. Theshop
open onSundays would form streets sixty mileslong. Itis esti
matedthat there areabove amillionof " thepeoplewhoarepracti
callyheathen, .wholly neglecting the ordinancesof religion. A
leastnine hundred additionalchurches and chapelswouldbere

quired for the wants of thepeople.
The Death-Watch.

—
The scientificnameof thedeath-watel

is an anbivmless alatum. Itisabeetleof thetimber-boringspecies
The beetlesbegin their ticking in the spring j the tick isonly i
callone to theother

—
if itisnot answered, th animalrepeatsi

A CHINESE FUNERAL.

A BPECTJUOB sends the following to the
'
Grey River Argus':— "An

interesting ceremonytook place on Tuesday last in tho shapeof:a
Chinese funeral. The person interred was a poor fellow named
TungLumLan,aged47 years. He came to Grreymouth onFriday
last, afflictedwithlung disease, which terminated fatally on Sunday
last at 5 a.mr Deceased was anative of Canton, and,altlnmghthere
are nearly1,000 Chinese inWestland, only five of them (those be-
longing to the firm of Kum Sing Tie, of this town) contributed to
hie interment. Upon the arrival of the followers at the hospital,
where the deceased lay, the body was clothed in a costly suit, and
shoes were placedupon his feet, after having the leatherpartof'the
Boles takeaoff. The body was then placed in the coffin, and the
hands filledwithcards/5 inches by 1inch, inscribed withChinese
characters,many more of the same descriptionbeing placed on the
body;these were passports entitling him to accommodationat the
various castlesin the air on the road to glory-aud-joss. After the
departureof the funeral cortege from the hospital, the coffin was
literally covered with slips of paper, similarpieces being scattered on
the road to theburial ground. On arrival the coffin was lowered at
the footof tho grave on the surface;a quantity of provisions, con-
sisting ofboiledeggs, bacon andrice, preservedlemonandnuts,chop-
sticksarealso provided,andlesthe become faint onhis way a bottle
of Chinese and three diminutive cups will bo found useful. Anillu-
mination was thenmadefrom lighted Chinese painted candles and
sandalwoodmatches, to light him on his wayand keepaway the evil
one;a fire wasmade at the footof the grave, in which they burnt a
large quantity of goldenpaper, and, while this was being consumed,a
final adieu was takenby each of tho mourners placing his twohands
together, aud, in a stooping position, lifting them to his headand
letting them drop tohis i'eet. Chinese brandy, fruit and cakes were
then servedround to the spectators, of which all partook freely.
Strips of pink calico, about 2 feet 6 inches long, enclosinga silver
coin (English money),were thendistributed to thepublic, this latter
an emblem of 'good will to all

'
men by the decased. The whole

proceedingwas a great noveltyto the Europeans,anda Maorior two,
who

'kapaied'it— the latter part of the ceremony especially— andI
have no hesitation in saying that had their funoral customs been
kuown, and sufficient notice given, the majority of the peopleof
Greymouth wouldnot havemissedsxicha solemn-jollyceremony."

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.[Friday, August 6, 1875.

Itjis thusproduced:The beetlelifts itself uponits hindlegs,and
beatsitsheadagainst the place where it isstanding; the'usual
number ofticksgiven in successionis from seventonine,or eleven.
Inoldhouses these insects may be heard during the wholeday.
Thenoiseis exactlylike thatproducedby tapping thenailupon a
table. Theidea of the ticking of the death-watchforeboding a
death is simply a superstition.

Weddings in Bobnbo.— On the wedding-day the bride and
bridegroomare brought from opposite ends of the village to the
spot wherethe ceremony is to be performed. They are madeto
sit on two bars of iron, that blessings as lasting, and healthas
vigorousmay attendthepair. A cigar andbetch-leaf,prepared
withthe areca-nut, arenext putinto the hands of thebrideand
bridegroom. One of the priests then waves two fowlsover the
headsof thecouple,and in a long address to the SupremeBeing
calls downblessings upon the pair, and implores thatpeace and
happiness may attend their union. After the heads of the
affiancedhavebeenknocked against eachother threeor four times,
thebridegroom puts theprepared leaf and cigar into themouthof
the bride,whileshe does thesame tohim, whomshethus acknow-
ledges asher husband.%

One Hundred Ybars Ago.— In1762, when there wereonly
sbc.stage coaches throughout the kingdom, a personnamedJohn
Crossett, of the Charter-house, London, took alarm,and wrote a
pamphletdemanding the suppressionof these conveyances,on the
ground that they would inflict a serious injury on society. Some
ofhis reasons arebothamusing and curious, "These coaches," he
says, "make gentlemen come to London upon any small occasion,
which otherwise theywouldnotdobutupon \trgentnecessity— nay
the conveniency of the passage makes their wives oftencomeup,
whorather thanmakesuch long journeysonhorse-back,wouldstay
athome. Hero,when they come to town, they must be in the
mode,get fine clothes, go to plays and treats,andby these means
getsuch a'habit of idleness and love of pleasure that they are
weary everafter."

Assisting at an Eclipsi.
—

The Chinese view aneclipsewith
wonder,mingled with fear and terror,and mostof themtake some
steps toaid the sun or moon, as the case maybe,in thehourof
need, the principal agents employed being, of course,gongs, and
gunpowder, withoutwhichnoceremonialobservanceof anykindis
complete. The officials oftheirseveralvamens (official residences)
go through aregular set ceremonialon these occasions. They call
in the aidofthe Toasts priests,and anincense vase,and apairof
large candlestickscontaining red candles for luck,areplaced ona
table inthehauting,or audience-hall,but sometimes in the court
in front ofit, When the eclipse is beginning,theredcandles are
lighted, and the official enters, dressed in robes of state. He
takessomelighted incense sticks in bothhands, andbows low in
frontof the table, waving the incense about according tocustom
beforeplacing it in the vase. He next procceeds toperform the
ceremony of "kou tuo" (literally, knockhead), kneeling down
thrice,andknockinghisheadnine times on theground. He then
gets tip,and htige gongs and drumi are beaten to frighten the
monster a/way;and finally the priests march roundthe tablein
solemnprocession,repeatingcertainprescribedformulasina sing-
song tone,until the terminationof theeclipse. The officialsare of
coursealways supposedtobesuccessful intheir endeavorstorescue
the sunand moon from their perilous position, and theignorant
masses in China fully believe that the happy result is brought
aboutby !he ceremonies just described.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
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