
andchapelsinEngland the reply of the German Bishops toPrince
Bismarck's"CircularNote

"
inreference to thenextConclave. "Was

"verBuch a pieceof audacious UltramontanUm ?" mustbe the indig-
nant exclamation of every salaried hack of the official and semi-
officialpress ofPrussia. "What will be the use henceforth of sup-
pressing the replies of the German Bishops in Germany if Cardinal
Manning and theEnglish Bishops, and other Cardinals perhapsand
other Bishops,go straightway andpublish tothe worldeverymasterly
refutation, every outspoken and unanswerable truth, which Bis-,
marckism does not dream of answering, but prefers to silence and
tlras tomisrepresent? The questionis evidently grave, the difficulty
serious, the embarrassment most annoying. Ifthen an expressionof
sympathy on thepartof someBelgian Catholicsprovokedthatdiplo-
matic war whichhas beenraging for thepast two months, whatmay
be expectedfrom the latestincident ? If the EnglishHierarchy are
to bs permitted-in this manner to makeknownthe true case of their
German brethren, the whole game of mendacity and terrorismis as
goodas spoilt. What will be theuse of shuttingup every Prussian
pulpit, and every printing press from whichthepastorsof the German
Church could address themselves to the world, if the only result is to
have all theBishopsand Archbishops of the British Empire taking
up the inhibited functionsof the German Hierarchy, and publishing
with ten times the original notoriety and eclat everything thatPrince
Bismarck wishes should remain unsaid? The bare notion of the
thing is almost enough tomake theBerlin Cabinet prefer torestore to
the GermanBishops the liberty to speak out for themselves. Their
worstcomplaints would not sound quiteas crushing as when they are
driven to have uttered by foreign advocates. Plainly the British
Constitution must be overhauled at once, and thoroughly. Why
should Britainpretend to greater liberty than suits th© intellectual
andmoral development of "

the first barrack in tho world?" The
exampleof a free England is enough to corrupt a whole continentof
slaves, andunfortunately for thepolicy of Berlin the continent is by
no meansreduced as yet to thoroxigh serfdom. Itbecomes simply
unendurablethat Cardinal^ and Bishops, andpriests shouldpresume
to expose the hypocrisy and denounce the tyrannyof the despotic
anddenouncethetyrannyof the despoticpersecutorsof thenineteenth
century.

EveninEngland, as an exemplification of the aphorismthat
the exception proves the rule, there are some, it would appear,
whoin the true spiritof the original

"Reptile"Press,areprepared
to invoke theinterference of arbitrary authority to check the free
utterances of English Catholics. Unfortunately there is no
arbitrarypower leftstanding inEngland for thepurpose, andit is
justpossible that the Court of Star Chamber is not going to be
immediately re-establishedtopleasesycophanticjournalists, either
Prussian or British. The pretence that the CardinalArchbishop
and the English Hierarchy are engaged on some scheme for the
furtherance of what the writers in qtiestion denominate"Papal
Absolutism" is so ridiculously devoidof truth that the very docu-
ment of theGermanBishops, which is toberead throughout the
length and breadth of England, is precisely an eloquent protest
against thecalumny that there can be any revolutionaryor arbit-
rary change in the traditional constitution of the Conclave. The
nextPope—

may itbe long before the necessity for electing him
arises— willbe chosen and raised tothe Pontificateaccording to the
strictest rules of Catholic precedent;and it is precisely because
the German Bishops havecrushingly disprovedPrince Bismarck's
assertions onthis point that allEngland is going tobe made aware
of the real facts of the case. "Reptile" journalism objects to
exposures of this kind. We should recommend Prince Bismarck*
onthe otherhand, not topropagate the mis-statementswhich call
forth such corrections. Ifhe would only reflect that, thanks to
thegloriousunity of the Catholic Church and Episcopate,never
moreconspicuousorindomitable thannow,thereisnot theslightest
use in trying tosuppress the Catholicreplies to hismisrepresenta-
tions,he might be brought toacknowledge that the soonerhe turns
back from abootlessundertaking the better. He will not attempt
to constrain England as he has tried to constrain Belgium.—" Tablet.'

FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND DIPLOMACY.
-H-

Itis sufficiently well known that the Cabinet of Berlin has ad-dressed,andhas probably not done addressing, despatchesimpli-
city menacinghoweverfriendly to the BelgianGovernmentonthepretext,among others, that theBelgian Hierarchy wereencourag-ing theirbrethren inPrussia in opposition to thepolicy of PrinceBismarck. If we may trust a telegram, which appearedin thecPall Mall Gazette' some evenings since, and we have every
reasontobelieve thata moreaccurate telegram has notbeenpub-lishedinEurope for a considerable period, PrinceBismarck must,incommon consistency, reproach LordDerby withpermittinganexhibitionof English liberty as alarmingto Prussian despotism asanything which has "occurredin Belgium at any rate. Of courseLordDerby will reply that in England liberty is abovethe HomeandForeignOffices put together, but this rejoinder can only in-spire PrinceBismarck with aprofounder senseof the necessity ofremodelling the constitutions of Europe after the type of thatnotable compound of Press Laws, Falck Laws, and "Reptile"legislation of allkinds, whichmake up theprideandhappinessofthe "Culture Champions" of New Germany. Nothing, indeed,could be better calculated to destroy the small remains of theGerman Chancellor's equanimity than the news which, we learnfrom the telegram, has reached the official ears at Berlin. Notcontent, it seems, with expressing on manifold occasions thewarmestadmirationfor theheroicconfessorsofPrussiaand Posen,not content withpublishing workslike "

Csesarism and Ultramon-tanism, in which theproceedingsof theirHigh Mightinesses, theBismarcksand Falcks, aremade to point amoral and adorna talebynomeans laudatory of "Reptilism," the Cardinal-Archbishopof Westminster, actingin completeunison withtheother membersof theEnglishHierarchy,is announced fromBerlin to be contem-platinga further step which must strike every true
"Reptile"-"betwixtFranceand Russia withwrathand dismay.

At theopeningof theKensingtonTJniveasityCollege, says thetelegram—
buthereit is just the least bit inaccurate

—
it wasre-solvedby theEnglishCatholic Bißhops, under th© presidency ofthe CardinalArchbishop, tohave solemnly read in all the churches

CARDINAL MANNING AND IRELAND.
The following remarks of his Eminence in reply to theaddress
will be read with interest by Irishmen, and with some surpise.
Although hedisclaims the quality of optimist, he.paints the state
ofIreland in such brilliant colors, that Irishmen wouldscarcely
recognise it:

—
Cardinal Manning, after thanking themembersfor

the address,said that fromhis youth, ever since he understoodthe
history of Ireland, he had the strongest sympathy with that
country,a sympathy which had been greatly increasedsince he
hadhad a flock of Irish blood andof Irish faith. They would,he
hoped,not suppose that he wasinsensibleof thegreat duties which
England still owed to Ireland, nor of the many inequalitiesof a
lesser orderwhich still remained to be redressed. Hebelievedhe
might say with truth the material prosperity of Ireland wasnever
greaterthannow. There wasnever,hebelieved, a timewhenIre-
land,asapeople,was zounitedasnow. ThepeopleofIrelandnever
possessedso wido an extent of its soilsince the day inwhichthey
possessedit all. They never yet possessed such abundant com-
mercial wealth. The towns of Ireland werenevermorenumerous
or flourishing, its villages neverbo thriving, itsagriculture, and its
pasturagenever more fertile. Itspublic intelligence was never so
much developed,itspublicopinion neverso articulatelyexpressed
by itspublic journals and its literature, and thatpublicopinion
never sopowerfulon themind of England. Finally,he might say
that theinflnence of Ireland in the mind of the Legislature was
never so weighty, never so highly intelligent and so thoroughly
appreciatedas at thismoment. They might thinkhe was anopti-
mist, yetsometimesjthose who lookedonata game of chess were
able tosee what wasgoing onbetter than theplayers. Such was
hia firm conviction,anditseemedtohim that thefutureof Ireland
might be incalculably great.
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there to remainuntilit ferments. It is then packed in casts and
conveyedto theisland selected to commence "shelling operations."A shellingparty willconsistof about 50 menand a dozen or fifteen
women;the former diveandcollect the shells, -while the latter open
them, cleanthe shells, and lopk for pearls. At one of the islands
being shelled, shells were getting veryscarce, and the manager deter-
mined tomovehisparty. Before doing bo he told one of his best
men to thoroughlyeiamimethe fishingground to see that no shell
hadescapedthe divers. Inliisdescent he espied a bivalve with its
mouthopen, andresting on the fish was a beautiful pearl. He re-
turned to themanager tellinghim he wouldgo downagain and have
a better examination. The diver took withhim a short, little bit of
wood,and inserted itbetween the shell so that -he should know it
"gain, when at his -leisure he would getit. He told the manager
there wereno shellsleft, and the party ceased diving, preparations
beingmade on themorrow to go toanother partof the lagoon.

Amoonlightenabledour diver to go down quietly to bring up
th© shell;he swam withit tosomelittledistance from thesettlement,
and then on the beach,by the light of the moon, be examined this
"plendidpearl. He went qufetly to his thatched fare, but not to
"leep;the beauty of the pearlhauntedhim, and asit wasnothis,but
belonged to the manager, he had to use the greatest discretion in
keeping themagnificent finda secret. A few more months and the
party hadreturnedto theirhomes, the agreement to divo having ter-minated. On arriving home, our friend of the other island was still
"ilentabout the pohe,until one day on the reef fishing he found a
mother-o'-pearl oyster, and pretended his treasure came out of it.
The islanders, youngandold, were delighted witk the pohe;none
hadever ieen one so beautiful; its complexion, size, and shape got
noised abroad,andit reached the ears of the captain of a French
barqueat anchor in the harborof Papoete. He got under way, and
coute gui coute topossess himselfof this gem. Adeadbeat to wind-
wardofa week brought himup to the island;thenatives came off as
usual to trade,and among them the one who had thepearl. Thecap-
taincommenced thebusiness of trying to buy it. He opened the
barterby enumerating such a lot of articles that whenthe values were
addedup, the captain found it was more than the ship and cargo
wereworth, sc witha laorona te Atua rn.au, the commander squared
away for Tahiti, and the island that contained the pearl was " soon
hull down." Monthspassed away andour friend still stuck to his
treasure. There came in his way, however, a sprightly las9from
fromanother island,whomhe desired to make his wife, but he had
noavailable property to commence housekeepingwith, thoughhehad
still thepohe, so he resolved the next tradingshipthat came that way,
he wouldexchange thepohe for some useful article of clothing. A
little white speck one fine mornon the horisonsoon increased into a
goodlarge schooner,andsue was ontradingbent. Our friendboardedher, and was soondeepin themysteriesof camphor trunks, American
axes,knives,scissors, shirts, dresses,etc., etc.;a bargain was struck,
and thepearlwas transferred into the safe keeping of the captain.
The schooner's prow was turned towards Tahiti,andon arriving there
thepearlwas exhibited,and all acknowledgedit tobe the finest ever
seen. Itwas sent to Valparaiso for sale, and to the delight of the
■torekeepers it brought $10,000 dollars, and then was considered
cheap. Itwas sent to England, wereitbrought £8,000, and i3now
theproperty ofone of England'smostnoble families.

The most valuablepeavl inthe world is in the possession of theShah ofPersia, thenext is the HopePearl,belonging to a family of
that name,bankers, at Amsterdam j the former is worth £60,000. andthe latter, £30,000.

The bestmother-o'-pewlshell is found on the coast of Australia,
and the bestpearlsin theLagoonIslandsin theSouth Pacific.
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