
ladder. The Friar Laurenceof Mr Keogh was a most creditable i
performance,hismakeupbeing so genuine as to deceivemany as i
tohisidentity. Mr.Steele as Mercutiolookedthecharacter to the
life,and in the scene where he imitates Peter's attentions to
Juliet'snurse was warmly applauded. The other characters call
forno especialmention,if we except Mr. Musgrave, whose gro-
tesqueattitudeswereprovocativeof much merriment.

OnTuesday eveningMr. and Mrs. Darrell appeared asPauline
andClaudinBulwer's"Lady of Lyons," a "pieceinwhichit wasex-
isted both wouldshow tomuchadvantage.Mrs.Darrell'simpersona-tionof thehaughty and imperious beauty was a finished piece of
acting throughout, her love for the Prince being depicted with a
winning graceand tenderness asbewitching as her stormof invective
wasscathing ondiscoveringher betrayer'sduplicity. The characterhas
beenundertaken by other ladies at the same theatre onrecent occa-
sions,but, judgedby comparison,Mrs. Darrell'b conceptionandren-
dering of the vain but true-hearted Pauline was unmeasurably
superior to those who have preceded her. Of Mr. Darrell we are
unable to speakin the like unmeasured terms of commendation, for
althoughinmany partsheexhibited abilities of thehighest class,at
timeshe was faulty, andhis"performance as a whole was not such
as wehadgivenhim credit for after witnessing his performanceon
the openingnight. Were wo askedto point out one particularpart
to whichwe take exception,itis more than possible thatwe wouldbe
unable to do so, andourreply should be that the defects were those
ratherof omission thancommission. " One cannot see Mr.Darrellon
the stage withoutbecoming sensible that he is possessedof highhis-
trionic abilities;but, paradoxically,his Claude Melnotte of Tuesday
evening, while serving to confirm that idea, also left the impression
that a somethingwas wanting to make it a success. Thebeautiful
descriptionof the Palace of Como, whichBulwerputs into themouth
of thehero, wasdelivered in a manner which shouldmore atone for
the shortcomings to which wei have alluded. Low," distinct, and
telling every syllableof this magnificent piece of word-paintingfell
uponthe earsof the audiencewith aneffect which was observablein
thebreathless silence with which it was received. It may be that
in the remarks we have"made we may be deemedhypercritical,but
■we disclaimallintention to be so. Mr.Darrellhas many, very manyexcellencies,but hehas also some defects, and as those defects ina
greatmeasureliewithinhis power of correction,we deemit our duty
topoint to them. It is always more pleasing tobestow praise than
censure,"andinwriting ofboth Mr. andMrs.Darrell, thebalance of
laboris sure to lieon thepleasurableside.

"Leah, theForsaken" was the piece selectedfor presentation
on Wednesday, and although the same play has beenproduced
during the engagement of Mr.Hoskins, the cast wasmaterially
different on the twooccasions. The Nathan of Mr.Booth was far
preferable to that of Mr. Clinton; Mr. Saville was a bad
substitute for Mr.Hoskins as the doctor;and theselectionof Mr.
Huntley for Mr.Keogh, as the oldblindJew, wasanythingbutan
improvement. The Leah ofMrs.Darrellis decidedlythe character
inwhich shehas appeared to most advantage,the scenein the
fourthact in whichshehurlsmaledictions on theheadof Rudolph
being givenwithanintensity andawe-inspiring vigor whichcauses
a thrillof horrortopervade those who witness it. Mr.Darrell's
Rudolphis infinitely superior to his ClaudeMelnotte,but we feel
sure that he has not been seen at his best yet. It has been
announced that through the entire engagement nopiece willbe
produceda secondtime. This, while giving the public plenty of
opportunity of judging of theversatility of Mr.andMrs. Darrell,
must beagreat strainon theother members of the company,and
should be a weighty reason why any shortcomingson theirpart
shouldbe veryleniently dealt with.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

CARDINAL CULLEN AND MR. GLADSTONE.
Iclip the enclosedfroma recent Pastoral of CardinalCullen. The
sentiments itso wellexpresseshave long been familiar tomymind.
It is to be hopedevery devoutCatholicsubject of the Queen will act
on the Cardinal's suggestion and sendup frequent prayers toGodfor
Mr.Gladstone's conversion. Our religious and the priesthood in
particularmay well remember him specially in their prayers. Ifor
one should not in theleastbe surprised to seehim enter the Church
ere he die. He is a most likely subject : "AllthatIcan say is, that
gratitude forpast services shouldmake us pray to God to openthe
eyes of this greatstatesman tomake himunderstandthe depthof the
abyss into whichhehas fallen, toenable him to retrace his steps, and
togive him grace andcouragetomake reparation for theunjust and
unmeritedchargeshe has been induced to make against theChurch
and its superior pastor. God must surely have important
purposes yet to serve with so good and sincere a Christian and
so great a statesman. He must now see that, in

-
opposing the

Catholic Church, he is kicking against the good, and had better
desist."

' " Laio.

THE COMING COLONIAL EDUCATIONBILL.
It willbe news to many that theGeneral Government, as you say in
your last issue, intend togive the Colony a new Education Bill, in
which the claims of denominational schools toGovernmentaid are to
be recognised. You add that you haveno faithinthe honesty of the
General Government in thismatter. Ilikenot thatword. The pre-
sent GeneralGovernmentis just ashonest as any of its predecessors.
Itis not theGovernmentbut the constituency who are toblame for'
the existence of thepresent system of godless ptiblic education. A
popular Government like ours seldomorneveracts on theprincipleof
abstract, justice,or the eternalfitness of things. Theylive onpopu-
larity. If they have itnot, they die. Whatever a popularmajority
willstheGovernment willdo,be ita good thing or a bad thing in
itself. The peopleof England have a natural dislike to a purely
secular education, and to education rates. Tho consequence is the
BritishParliamentgives,a hearty support toreligious schools, though
to moot the wishes o£ many they have also established "Board

-
THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

WBi/Uircnoir, July20.
Hi<j Excellency the Govebnob opened Parliament at 2 o'clock
toA.y,with the^usual ceremonies.

The followingishis inauguralspeech:—:
—

"
HoiroTJiiABLB Legislative Cottncjllobs, and Gbntlbmbnof the

House of Representatives,—"Ihave great pleasure in now, for the first time,meeting the
ParliamentofNew Zealand;andItrust thatyourdeliberationsduring
the present session may tend to advance' the well-being and good
government of the Colony."Sincemy assumptionof the government,Ihave visitedthe four
great centres of population,and have become personally.acquainted
"with some portions of the Middle Island;andImust congratulate
youupon the great onergy which has been evidenced,and the rapid
strides ;which hare been made towards the development of the
resources of this rich and fertile country. The reception which I
hare everywhere received as Her Majesty's Representativehas been
most cordial. Iobserved with the utmost satisfaction the progress
whichis beingmade in the construction of those great public works
whichhavebeenundertakenby theGovernmentunder yourauthority,
andItrust the Lime isnot fardistant when the industry ofthe country
willreceive a freshimpetus by their completion."The debt incurred in tha formationof railwayshas indaedboen
large,but,at the same time, the returns received from thosesections
already openedarevery encouraging, and teud greatly to prove the
wisdom of thepolicy adoptedby you."Our relations with that section of the native people of the
Colony whichhas beenso long estrangedfrom us"continue to improve.
The recent meetingof.Tawhiao with the Native Minister— ameeting
sotiglit for andarrangedby Tawhiao himself— gives promise that the
isolationin which the immediate adherents of the MaoriKing have
hitherto held themselves is about to terminate. The reneweddesire
of the natives to provide an English education for theirchildren,as
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shownby the largeincrease inthenumberof schoolsinnativedistricts,
and the general resumption of industrial"pursuits give assuranceof
the maintenanceof peace,and of a desireon theirpart to participate
with theEuropeancolonistsinthe generalprosperity."

A communication has been received by telegraph,.intimating
thatanewcontract for a steam mail service to andfrom SanFran-
cisco has been madebySirDanielCooper,as representingthe Govern-
ment of New South Wales, andMr. Russell, as representing the
GovernmentofNew Zealand,subject toratificationby theLegislatures
of the respective Colonies. The contract and papers trill be laid
beforeyouwhenreceived. '"

Youwillbe gratifiedto learn thata contracthasbeenmade
by Sir Julius Yogel,acting on"behalf of this Government,for the
laying of a telegraph,cable between New South Wales and^New
Zealandupon terms much more advantageous thanwerebelieved,,.
to be attainable when the undertaking was first authorised,and
thatthe Government ofNew South Wales has become aparty to
thecontract, and has agreed to contribute one-third (.£2,500) of
!*he annualsubsidy (j>7,500)."

Gentlemenob1 theHotjseopRepresentatives,—"Estimatesof expenditure forthe current financialyear will
belaidbeforeyou. Whilst providingfor the requirementsof the
public service,these Estimates have been so framed as tosecure
the utmost economy found to be consistent with the complete
efficiency of theseveraldepartments."The Immigration and Public Works Loan of four millions,
authorised by Act in the last session, has been successfully
negotiated. The papers relating to this operation will be laid,
before youwithoutdelay." Itwillaffordyou satisfactionto be informedthat thepublic
revenuecontinues to increase, and that the actualreceipts for the
past financialyearhave been considerably in excessof the official
estimate."H,ONOTTBABLE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLOBS, AND GENTLEMEN Off

the House or Repbesentativss.
—

"Inaccordancewiththe resolutions adoptedby theHouse of
Representativesinthelast session, the necessarymeasures for the
abolitionof theProvincialform of Government, andfor theestab-
lishmentof amore thorough form of localgovernmentin this the
NorthIsland,have been prepared, and will be immediately laid
beforeyou. Youwillbeinvited todecidewhether,taking thecir-
cumstancesof theColony into consideration, as wellas thepresent
financialconditionand future prospectsof someof theProvincial
Governmentsin theMiddle Island, the operationof theproposed
measuresmay not at once,withgeneraladvantage,be so extended
as to include the wholeof theProvinces. -

"Inview of theproposed Constitutional changes, andof the
approaching termination of the existence of the present Parlia-
ment, readjustment of the representationof thepeopletomeet the
alteredcircumstancesof the electoral divisions has becomeneces-
sary. Bills will accordingly be submitted for your consideration
amending the law relativeto thequalification of electors, and for a
readjustmentof the representation."

Abilltoconsolidate and amend the lawsrelating to stamp
duties, andabill to amend the laws relating to insolvency, will
alsobe laidbefore you."
Iconfide toyourearnest attention theseand othermeasures

tobebrought before, in the hope that the Divine Wisdomwill
guide yourefforts faithfully to discharge youronerousduties."

—
'Guardian.'
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