
Bracken,under whose management is placed its commercialde-
partment. The

'
Advertiser

'
has struck out a new field,and, as

its prospectus stated, seeks to supply an admittedwant. The
growingprosperity of thecolony, the construction of new lines of
railway, andtheincreased facility of communicationbetweenthe
provinceshaverendered a* time-tableand guide a necessity to the
travellingpublic. This thenew journalseekstoprovide,inaddition
tochoice literaryarticles ofaninstructive character. Itis rarelyin-
deedthat thefirst numberof a journal presentssucharespectable
appearanceas the'Advertiser,'whichresemblesaspecimencopy,so
neatandcreditableis the wholegetup. Anotherunusualfeature
inthe issue in the announcement that the proprietors arecom-
pelled, through lackof space for advertisements, to enlarge the
secondnumberby four pages. Mr.Bracken'swell-knownbusiness
capacity is Bure to makeit9 pecuniary success, and if the excel-
lenceof the firstnumberbe sustained in the subsequentones,it
willdeserve% liberalshareof patronage.

We seeby anadvertisement in another column thatMr. James
McCullochoffers himself for re-election as one of thecity auditors.
The other candidates for the office are Mr. Sydney James and Mr.
FrederickEvans, the former of whom is one of the retiringauditors.
The day of pollinghasbeen fixed for Monday, the 2nd August,and,
from the satisfaction the retiring officers have given during their
tenure of officej there is every probability of their being againchosen
for the ensuing year.

Tnn contest for thecivic seat has ended by the returnof Coun-
cillor Walterby a majority of 372, the votes polledbeing Walters,
1048;Reeves, 682. Although the chances of both men werevery
evenly balanced, and the struggle had been expectedto prove a keen
one, themost xinusunlapathy wasexhibited by the electors through-
out the day,and were it not for the vehicles with the candidates'
namesplacarded thereon, a stranger would never have supposedan
event,whichusually is so exciting, was tikingplace.

By a telegram, whichhas beenkindly forwardedto us, we learn
thatthe residents of St. Bathan's and the surrounding districtsare
determinedtocelebrate the centenary of O'Connell withgreateclat.
The telegram slates that Naseby, Hill's Creek, Ophir, Drybread,
Tinkers,andCambrian intend to co-operate;allcreeds being anxious
tohonor thememory of the greatTribune.

Wb arerejoiced tohearfrom a valued correspondent that the
Rev. Charles Kirk is bo far restored tohealth as to be able to
resume his ministrations. The 'Wanganui Chronicle' of thesth
inst., says:

— "Many will be glad to hear that the Rev. Father
Kirkwill soonbe able toresumehispastoral duties. For, though
not quite convalescent, the rev.gentleman isverymuch stronger.
He expresses himself as deeply grateful for the sympathy and
kindness whichhasbeen extended to him from all classesduring
his severe illness." Our correspondentadds that therev.gentle-
man had so far recovered as to be enabled to preach twice on
Sunday the4th inst.

The 'Australasian' is particularly severe on the projected
cricketmatchbetween united Australians versusNewZealanders.
Itcharacterises the wholeaffair as the manoevouring of thoseVic-
toriancricketerswhoare gettingratherblaseand wornout,andare
anxious todo alittleinthe Btarring line beforethey are laidupon
the shelf for good. Our Melbournecontemporaryappearstoenter-
tain alow estimate of the powers of a picked team fromNew Zea-land,andasserts that the best eleven of either Victoria or New
South Wales couldplay the strongest fifteen or eighteen to be
foundin this Colony, andconsequently the idea of a team picked
from the Australiancolonies would be simply preposterous. We
are unable to^say whether the motives imputedto the originators
are correct or not, but we certainly have not such an exalted
opinionoftheprowess of the Australiansas to imagine that their
victory would be so easy, and that they*are so immeasurably
superior to New Zealand cricketers as to make competition
ridiculous.

To those whoareaware of thepraiseworthymannerin which
the members of the Fire Brigade have always discharged then-
onerous andself-imposedlabors, it will be a matterofdeepregret
tohear that the city is likely to be deprived of their services.
Notwithstanding the fact that tho brigade hasbeen thesaving of
thousands of pounds to the variousinsurancecompanies, the paltry
sum of .£3OO per annum,necessary for working expenses,cannotbe
raised, andCaptainWain has been obliged to notify that,at the
expirationof threemonths, thebrigade willhave tobe disbanded.
The duty whichdevolves upon a fireman is one which calls for
greatself-denial, andthere are few who couldcavilat themanner
in which theDunedinBrigadehave at all times acqiiitted them-
selves. It is to behoped, then, that the City Council, to whom
theexpenditureof w£40,000 was a small matter, will see their way
to providing the sumrequiredfor retaining theservices of Captain
Wain andhis staff. It is rather toomuch to expectthose who un-
grudgingly give their time and labour for the citizens without
recompense, toput theirhands intheirpockets for thedefrayingof
the expenses attendanton themaintenanceof thebrigade.

The numerous friends of theRev. J.B. L.Rolland, S.M., the
parishpriestof the Grey Valley willbepleasedtohearthathe has
partially recovered from his painful and dangerous illness. Al-
thoughFather Rolland hasnot quite regained hisusual strength
andspirits,he is progressing steadily towards acomplete restora-
tion of his health. The rev. gentleman (says the 'Grey River
Argus') resumedhis clerical dutiesat Ahauraon Sunday, and we
understand he will take anearly opportunity of again visiting all
parts of the extensivedistrictunder his pastoralcharge.

Th* 'NelsonEvening Mail' or the 10thinstant,has the fol-lowing:—":
— "Wehearthat theRev.FatherPacilico,from Sydney,on

his *»y to Home, was, last week, entrusted by the Rev.FatherGarinwith an address to be presented tohiaHoliness the Pope,

THE DRAMA.
"

All the world's a atage,
And all the menand womenare merelyplayers;
Theyhave theirexits,and theirentrances."

Exit the Bates; enter the Darrells. Eccles and Moneypenny
retire at the approach of Borneo and Claud Melnotte, and theaudience, which was convulsed at the eccentricitiesof Toodles andBamboozle,is hushed to solemnstillness at the tragic fateof thedaughterof theCapulets, Suchis the stage; andsuch, in truth,
is the stage of life. No matter how great the actor, or howcon-
spiciioxisthe part he may have taken in the drama of life, nosoonerhas his star disappeared from the firmament than there
arises another whose effulgeney totally obliterates the memoryof
thatpassedaway. Afterholding undisputed swayat thePrincess
Theatre for almost two months, Mr.andMrs. Bates took their final
leaveof a Dunedin audience on Saturday night, and they carry
withthem thegood wishesof all who enjoyed theirfriendship. On
Monday evening the vacancies were filledby theappearanceof Mr.
and Mrs. G-eorge Darrell, who made their bow to a Dunedin
audience in Shakespeare's poetic tragedy "Romeo and Juliet."
The piece, however, was played in anything- but its entirety,a
considerable portionof the first and last acts, beside scenes herejand there, being eliminated;nevertheless it was put upon the
stage in a very creditable manner. Mr. Darrell appeared asRomeo, withMr. Steele asMercutio, thesplenetic Tybalt being in
the handsof Mr. Clinton. To theplay-goingpublic ofother times—

those whohave seenher inthe palmiest days of the "lamented
Brooke— Mrs. Darrell was no stranger j and one could scarcely
credit that twelve yearshadpassedaway

—
so lightly hadthe hand

of time pressedupon her
—

whenlistening totheclearringing tones
whichhad heldthemasses entrancedmore thanadecadesince. It
is unnecessary to criticise the acting ofMrs. Darrell;thep\iblic,
bothathomeand inthe colonies, have long since pronounceditsverdict,and it is quitesufficient tosay that, while time has added
much to themerit ofher personations,she has lost none of thatfreshness and grace whichmade her siich a favoritein times goneby. AlthoughMr.Darrell is no stranger to Dunedin,onMondaynight he maybe said to have made his debut as a delineatorofShakespeare;and,as might havebeen (expected the old Princesshas rarely seensuchanumber within its wallsas assembled toseehow he would gothrough the ordeal. For once rumourhadnot
lied, and, before the curtain dropped upon the first act, the
audience became awarethatanactor of more than ordinaryability
wasbeforethem, and the very high eulogiumsbestowedupon him
by the Northern Press, a tribute deservedly won. 'Tis true Mr.
Darrellis not without defects,but they areof suchanatureas lieeasily withinhispower toremedy. With a commanding figure, anaturally graceful carriage, and features capable of greatfacial
play,he has everythinginhis favor, and it is, therefore, tobe re-
grettedthatat times he asstimes a super-majestic stride which
borders on the melodramatic, and mars some of his otherwisefaultless scenes. On these occasions also, his voice is alloweda
similar liberty, and, although naturally flexible and effective, itbecomes forced,stagey,and markedly atvariance with the truth-ful and life-likecharacter ofhispersonations. Thereis no doubt
Mr.Darrellhasall theelements to make anable actor, forbeside
beinganexcellentelocutionist, he neglects not theslightest point
which willaddto the natural effectiveness of a situation. With
plenty of fireand vigor when occasion demands, he is neverbe-
trayed into rant, and, though swayed by the most intense and
powerful passion,his energyand vehemence is neveroverstrained.
Considering theshort experience he has had upon theboards,it
speaks volumes for hisindustry andtalentthat he shouldhave at
this early stage ofhis career reached a position inhisprofession
whichit hastakenothers ofconfessedability yearsof struggle and
toiltoattain; and, if wearenotmuchmistaken, thedayisnot far
distantwhen his foot shall be upon the topmost round of the

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Friday, July 23, 8175^
eigned by sixboys andsix girls, in the name of the pupilsof St.-
Mary's School, Nelson, representing respectively,six differentnations,namely—

Oneboy andonegirl Italian, twoothersFrench,
two English, two Germans, two Irish, and two Scotch. The
addresswas mostbeautifully writtenand illustratedby oneof the
Sisters. Above and around the heading *To HisHolinessPope.
Pius IX.,'were to be seen emblems, allegories, &c. Accompany-
ing theaddresswas a little case containing three nuggetsof g01d,.,
as also golddust in two little vials,withthis inscription— 'Though
this tokenof our devotednessi* nothingof itself,yetby itspurity,
weconsiderit to be anemblemof theloveandesteemwebearyou,
the representative of Jesus Christ, soliciting at the same time,-
withearnestnesa, yourspecialblessing.'

"
"We have been requested to notify to those desirous of taking,

partiv the celebration to beheld in honor of O'Connell, onthe sthprox., that tickets canbe had from Mr.Macedo,Princes-street; theHibernian,European, and G-eorge Hotels, George-street,andat tho
-

principalmerchants' offices throughout the town.
We have received the prospectus of a new Monthly Magazine

whichis to be started in the interests of the HibernianSocietyin
Melbourne. Itis tobecalled"The Monitor; andHibernianNews,"
andif a tithe of thepromises set forth in the prospectusbeadheredto, it will provea most desirable additiontocolonialliterature. The
first number makes its appearance on the stli prox., andsubsequent
issues on the same date of each succeeding month. The new
claimant for support has our heartiest wishes for its success and
prosperity.

The formalopening of the Lawrence Branchof theHibernian
Australasian Catholic Benefit Society took place on last Monday
evening. From aprivate telegramreceivedin town,we learn that the
dinner passed off with greateclat; the leading citizens of Lawrenc
beingpresent. A fullreportwill appear in our next issue.
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