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Schoole ” as they are ealled, supported by a loeal rate, and in which
no religion is taught.

In this colony the varions Provincial Governments have estn-

blished Board 8chools alone, and High Bchools, from which all re-
ligious teaching is excluded, or professedly excluded. They have
hitherto persistently refused to aid donominational schools. Now,
this must be beenuss a numerical majority of the people are with
this state of things or becsuse they have not the courage to oppose it.
A very large proportion of the peopls, probably a majority of them—
Anglicans, Catholics, Preshytorians, and Wesleyans—entertain o very
decided aversion to the present godless system of Gtovernment educa-
eation, and cons'ger the “Board Sechools™ as no fit place for their
children. The Catholies alone have bad the pluck and manliness to
sny so openly. The people of other denominations, for some reason
or another, have not yst openly protested against the secular schools,
and Government naturally ave averse to establish the religious system
—in the absence of any extensive public demonstration in its favor.
The affair, then, is at the disposal of the people, and you should not
denounce the dishonesty of the Government. et the people do
their duty, avow their wish for & religious system of education, such
a8 that established by the Imperial Parlinment, and the thing is done.
The Government are the servants of the pecple—rather an offensive
way of putting it, but so it is. TLet the Oatholies everywhere unite to
support candidates in favor of religious edueation, They then may
do as they did in Auckland, carry the day in concert with others.
They were the means of securing the election of the late John
‘Williamson ae Superintendent, because he gave out that he was in
favour of religious education in Government schoole. But unkappily
they were betrayed, and he sanctioned a bill establishing purely
secudar schools nlone, or ab lenst threw the odium of doing so on the
Governor, to the great moriification awd disgust of his Catholic
friends and supporters. The only excuse for kim is thai he had the
will but not the power to redeem his promise or implied pledge. He
had a secularist Council to deal with, and left his Catholic friends in
the Jurch accordingly, his right hand man, Mr., Sheehan, being a
Catholic and leader of the secularists, unhappily. My, Sheehan, how-
ever, at the close of the education debate in the Provineial Couneil,
waa foreed with a very bad grace to avow his belief that the denomi-
nations bad strong, and it is presumed he meant just, claims on
Govt. for aid to their schools. Mr. Vogel—I bog pardon, Sir Julius
Vogel—and Dr. Pollen may now have some resson to comcur with
Mr, J. Sheehan in that opinion, We shall see. One thing is surs-
that they will go with {he religious party if they have renson to sus-
peet they are the etrongest, not otherwise. “ Down with the weak, up
with the strong,” is their motto—throw justice to the wind. Ibis
the motto of all porliamentary parties. Were the snbject not so
gerious it is ludierous to see the reluctance and terror with which
Frotestant leaders appronch this subject. They would, and they
wowld not have Govt. aid to their schools. If they gotit * those
terrible Papists would come in for a share too, and they might get the
lion’s share, they are so zoalous in establishing schools, and conduct
them so successfully. We would rather want help than that the
¢ Papists * should get it.”” Such, I suspect, is the feeling—not a very
ominble ong—of our Protestant fellow electors, or many of them, at
least, among the “unco gude ” in Duredin. The Scotch are s noble
race, and bravely they stand up for the Bible and against the
Papiste. Their natural sense of justice is sadly perverted by their
bigotry and greed together. OB3CRYER.
Axckland, 6th July.

THE WAIRAU ELECTION.

(To the Bditor of the Nzw ZeataNp TABLET)

S1r,—What? Is it really imputed as a crime to Catholies that they
gave My, Ward a *“ block vote.” It is to be hoped they will give a
“ block vote” to every candidate in favor of a religious system of
Government Education. If they do not they will not be true to
their faith and to the colony. The division among Protestants
is the strength of Catholics at elections. If they keep well
together they may do something—if they divide they will do noth-
ing ; nothing good. There is surely no law, either moral, religious,
or political agamet Cathelics or any other closs giving a block vate
on critical occasions.~—I am, &o., Uxrry.

T H E J U BITL E E.
¥
Inprry for the Jubilee, granted in an audienee by Tlis Holiness on
24th Janvory, 1875, in favour of the Faithful liring in Mis-
sionary Countries,

"Whereas in many heretical and infidel -ountries there arc no
churches, and in others there are not so many as wppear necessary
from the Apostolic letters for the promulgation of tha Jubilee of Our
Most Holy Lord, Pins IX,, by Divine Providence, Pope, dated 24th
December, 1874, and lately published, which begin (Fravibus Heelesiae
to be visited by the faithful living outside the Holy City in vrder
that they may gain the Jubilee, and whereas, it may aiso happen
that, on accomnt of vavious reasons, the prescribed visits Lo the
churches cannot be ropeated, many of the fajthful in these countrics
would be deprived of the uselul snd salutary treasure of the Jubilee,
unloss due provision be made for them by Aposiolic authority. Our
Most LHoly Father, considering these things, through me, the under-
signed, Secretary of the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda Fide,
in his goodness, has granted to all the patrinrchs, archbishops, bishops,
Vicars Apostolic pnd Superiors of zll missions, the power wlich they
also ean delegate to their priests of proroguing, even for two years, if
necossary, the time lor gnining the Indulgence of the Jubilee, and
also of dispenting ng regards the number of the churches {o be
visited, sud of the visits to be made by the faithful. They
sre even outhovised to commule whenever necessary, all those

works enjoined into pome fast, or into the recital of some pious
prayers—the obligation of Sacramental Confession etill remaining in
force for children who have not yet been admitted to Holy Com-
munion, and for adults also the obligation of receiving Holy Com-
munion; and, besides, for all, the obligation of praying for the pros-
perity and triumph of the Catholic Church and the Apostolic See, for
the exiripation of heresies, for the conversion of all in error, for the
peace and unity of all Christian people, and for the intentions of his
Holiness.

Given at Rome, in the Palace of the Sacred Congregation of the
Propaganda Fide, 24th Januory, 1875.

(Signed) JomN SIMEoNI, Becretary.

A NTUT FOR THE ¢3TAR’ TO CRACK.
—

Tz fact that the Catholics in Germany are being persecuted has
been brought home to the English mind in a rather strange way.
‘When our fellow-creatures are suffering, Englishmen do not first
ingquire who and what they are. The instinet of charity rises
uppermost, and the fact that seffering is being endured is sufficient
to call it forth. It seems to have at last settled into the English
mind that, justly or unjustly, the German Bishops ave suffering
persecution, and a large number of Catholic priests are in actual
want. This was sufficient. A large sum was subscribed by both
Catholics and Protestants, and was sent to their succour, when lo !
-orders came from Prince Bismarck that the sufferers -were not to
be relieved. It seems that to be an honest Catholic in Germany
is to be not only beyond the pale of law, but beyond the pale of
Christian charity! This must seera strange cotring from Bismaxck,
whom Protestants had hitherto regarded as the great champion of
toleration. The convietion is gradvally dawning upon the Pro-
teatant mind that o real and active persecution—so active that the
blows cannot even be softened by Christian chartty—is being per-
petrated. Some months ago the whole of the London press vied
with each other in applanding everything Prince Bismarck did.
Now they are expressing fears that he has overshot the mark;
that he bas overstated his case; that, after all, his charges against
the Catholic Church arve groundless. Protestants are beginning to
see through his pretexts, and to discern that far other motives
than fear lest German unity should be endangersd are at the
bottom of Bismarck’s policy. The fact that he will not tolerate
Chrigtian charity in the Empire implies a hatred of Christianity
itself, rather than anything else.—Sydney ¢ Freeman.'

WAIF3 AND STRAYS.
—

A Corm por Ingorinia.—Mr, Frank Buckland has come across
a povereign specific for ingomnia. When unable to slumber, he eats
two or three raw oniens, with the result that the drowsy god, pro.
bably attracted by the fragrance of the sleep-compelling root, forth-
with hovers in the air. For such weaklings as might object to a
meal of raw onions at bedtime, the Spanish variety, stewed, is
recommended. Among other remedies that may be fried by the
gleepless iz a hard-hoiled egg or a bit of bread-and-cheese eaten
immediately before going to bed, and followed up hy a glass of
{ wine or milk, * or even water,” adds Mr. Buckland, with a palpable
i shudder. Should these fail to effect, another cure may be attempted.,
This was confided to Dean Buckland by the Iate Dr. Wilberforce,
when Bishop of Oxford, and consists in repeating very slowly the
vowels ‘A, B, I, O, which are to be faintly pronounced with each
inspiration and expiration.

DiscoveErY or Irox OpE.—A very rich bed of irom ore has
been discovered in Nordland, in the Arctic part of Norway. The
ore, which -is what is called bloodstone, gives from B5O to 67 per
cent of ivon, and is free from phosphorus and sulphur. It is ex-
dected that this new bed will produce guite as much and as good
metal as the famons mines as Dannemora, in Sweden; and the fact
that it lies only 2 Norse mile from the little seaport of Bado, a
haven which is never frozen over, makes it of great commercial
importance. A Swedish speculator has already bought the right
of working the mines.

Aznoyr Spineps.—Prof. H. 8. Morse says:—Only the fema&‘
spiders spin webs. They own all the real estate, and the males
have to lead a vagabond life, under stomes and in other obsenve
¢ hiding places. If they come about the house so often as to bore
the ruling sex, they are mercileszly killed and eaten. The spider's
| skin is as unyielding as the shells of lobsters and crabs, and is shed
| from time o time in the same woy to accommodate the animal’s
| growth. If you poke over the rubbish in a female spider’s back-
i yard, among her cast off corsets you will find the jackets of the

males who have paid for their sociality with their lives-—trophics
of her barbarism as scalps show the savage nature of the red mun.

TeR OsnniEs-Prenoy.—The carrier-pigeon, when tiravelling
1 never foeds.  1f the distance be long, it fiies on without stopping, and

st lost arrives thin, exhiausted, almest dying,  If corn be presented to
it, it refnses, contenting itself with drinking a litile water, and then
sloeping. Two hours later it begins to enl with greut moderation, and
sloeps again immediately afterwards. 1[ its light has been very long,
the pigeon will procced in this mammer for forty-eigtht hours before
recovering its normal siate of feeding.

Marniwony —Every woman bas soms chance of being married.
It may be one chance to fifty against, or it may be ten to one in ler
favor. But whatever that is, representing lier entire chance at 100,
her particular chance at certain definad periods is estimated to be in
the following ratio :——When betweon 15 und 20 years of age she lag
14} per cant. of her whole probability ; when between 20 and 25 she
has 52 percent; betwesn 25 and 30, 18 per cent.  After 30 years she
hina lost 844 per cent. of her chance, but until 33 she has still G per
cent. DBetwaen 35 and 40 it ix 3} per cent; and for each suceeedin,
five yonrs is respectivoly 21, &, and § per cent. At any rate after 60 it
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