
Schools "
as theyaro culled, supportedbya localrate, andinwhich

no religionis taught.
Inthis colony the various Provincial Governments have esta-

blishedBoardSchools alone, and High Schools, from which allre*
ligiouß teaching is excluded, or professedly excluded. They have
hithertopersistently refused to aid denominationalschools. Now,
this must be because a numerical majority of the people are with
this state of things or because they have not the courage to oppose it.
A very large proportionof thepeople,probably a majorityof them—
Anglicans, Catholics,Presbyterians, and Wesleyans

—
entertain a very

decidedaversion to the present godless system of Government educa-cation, and consider the "Board Schools
"

as no fitplace for their
children. The Catholicsalone have hadthe pluck and manliness to
say so openly. The peopleof other denominations, for somereason
or another,have not yetopenlyprotestedagainst the secular schools,
andGovernmentnaturally are averseto establishthe religious system
—in the absence of any extensive public demonstration inits favor.
The affair, then,is at the disposalof the people, and you shouldnot
denounce the dishonesty of the Government. Let the people do
their duty,avow their wishfor a religious system of education,such
as thatestablished! by the ImperialParliament, and the thingis done.
The Governmentare the servants of the people—rather an offensive
■way ofputting it,butso itis. Let theCatholicseverywhereunite to
supportcandidates in favor of religiouseducation, They thenmay
doas theydid inAuckland, carry the day in concert with others.
They were the means of securing the election of the late John
Williamsonas Superintendent,because he gave out that he was in
favour of religiouseducationinGovernment schools. Butunhappily
they were betrayed, and he sanctioned a bill establishing purely
secular schools alone,or at least threw the odium of doing so on the
Governor, to the great mortification and disgust of his Catholic
friendsand supporters. The only excuse for him is thathehad the
willbutnot thepower to redeemhispromise or impliedpledge. He
had a secularist Council to dealwith, and left his Catholic friends in
the lurch accordingly, his right hand man, Mr. Sheehan, being a
Catholicandleader o£ the secularists,unhappily. Mr. Sheehan,how-
ever,at the closeof the education debate in the ProvincialCouncil,
was forcedwith a verybad grace to avow his belief that the denomi-
nations had strong, and it is presumed he meant just, claims on
Govt. for aidto their schools. Mr. Yogel—Ibeg pardon, Sir JuliusI
Vogel

—
andDr. Pollenmay now have some reason to concur with

Mr. J.Sheehan in that opinion. We shall see. One thing is surs-
that they will go with the religious partyif they have reaßon to sus-
pect they are the strongest, not otherwise.

"
Downwith theweak,up

with the strong," is their motto— throw justice to the wind. Itis
themottoof all parliamentary parties. Were the snbject not so
seriousitis ludicrous to see the reluctance and terror with which
Protestant leaders approach this eubject. They would, and they
"wouldnot have G-ovt. aid to their schools. If they gotit " those
terriblePapists would come in for a share too,and theymight get the
lion's share, they are so zealous in establishing schools, andconduct
them so successfully. We would rather want help than that the
'Papists'shouldget it." Such,Isuspect, is the feeling— not a very
amiableone— of otir Protestant fellow electors, or many of them,atleait,among the"unco gude "in Dunedin. The Scotch are a noble
race, and bravely they stand up for the Bible and againßt the
Papists. Theirnatural senseof justice ia sadly perverted by their
bigotryand greed together. Obsehyee.

Auckland, 6thJuly.

THE WAIRAU ELECTION.
(To the Editor of the New Zealand Tablet.)

Sir,
—

What ? Isit really imputedas acrime to Catholics thatthey
gave Mr.Ward a"block vote." Itis tobehoped theywill give a"

blockvote
"

to everycandidatein favor of areligious systemof
GovernmentEducation. If they do not they will not be true to
their faith and to the colony. The division among Protestants
is the strength of Catholics at elections. If they keep well
together theymaydo something— if they divide they willdo noth-
ing j nothing good. There is surely nolaw,eithermoral, religious,
or politicalagainst Catholicsor any other classgiving ablock vote
on criticaloccasions.

—
Iam,&c, Unity.

THE JUBILEE.
Indtxtfor the Jubilee, granted in an audience by His Holiness on

2-lth January, 1875, in favour of the Faithful living in Mis-
sionary Countries.

Whereas in many heretical and infidel countries there arc no
churches, andin others there are not so many as appear necessary
from the Apostolicletters for thepromulgation of tho Jubilee of Our
MostHoly Lord,Pius IX.,by Divine Providence, Pope, dated 24th
December, 1874, andlately published, which begin Gravibus JEcclesiae \
to be visited by the faithful living outside the Holy City in order
that they may gain tho Jubilee, and wherea3, it may also happen
that, on account of various reasons, the prescribed visits to the
churches cannotbe repeated, many of the faithful in these countries
wouldbe deprivedof theuseful and salutary treasure of the Jubilee,
unloss due provisionbe made for them by Apostolic authority. Our
MostHoly Father, considering these things, through me, the under-
signed, Secretaryof theSacred Congregation of the PropagandaFide,
in his goodness, has granted to all thepatriarchs,archbishops,bishops,
Vicars Apostolic andSuperiors of allmissions, the powerwhich they
also can delegate to their priests of proroguing, even for two years,if
necessary, the time lor gaining the Indulgence of the Jubilee, and
also of dispensing as regards the number of the churches to be
visited, and of the visits to be made by tho faithful. They
are even authoriied to commute whenever necessary, all those

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
A Curb iroa Insomnia.

—
Mr.FrankBucklandhas come across

a sovereign specificfor insomnia. When unable toslumber,heeats
twoor thi'ee raw onions, withthe result that thedrowsy god, pro-
bablyattractedby the fragranceof thesleep-compellingroot,forth-
withhovers in theair. For such weaklings as might object to a
meal of raw onions at bedtime, the Spanish variety, stewed, is
recommended. Among other remedies that maybe tried by the
sleeplessis a hard-boiled egg or a bit of bread-and-cheeseeaten
immediately before going to bed, and followedup by a glass of
wineormilk," or evenwater," adds Mr.Buckland,withapalpable
shudder. Shouldthesefailtoeffect,another curemaybe attempted.
Thiswas confidedto Dean Bucklandby the late Dr. Wilberforce,
whenBishopof Oxford,and consists in repeating very slowly the
vowels A,E,I,O, which are to be faintly pronounced with each
inspirationandexpiration.

Discovertof IronOke.
— A very rich bed of iron ore has

been discoveredinNordland,in the Arctic part of Norway. The
ore, which 'is what is called bloodstone, gives from 50 to 67per
cent of iron,and is free from phosphorus and sulphur. Itis ex-
dectedthat this newbed will produce qaiite as much and as good
metal as the famouß mines as Dannemora, in Sweden; andthe fact
thatitlies only a Norse mile from the little seaportof Bodo,a
haven which is never frozen over,makes it of great commercial
importance. A Swedish speculator has already bought theright
of working themines.

About Spiders.
—

Prof. E. S. Morse says:
— Only the fem4jp.

spiders spin webs. They own all the real estate,and the males
have to lead a vagabond life,under stones and in other obscure
hiding places. If they come about the house so often as tobore
theruling sex, they are mercilessly killedandeaten. The spider's
skin is as unyielding as theshellsof lobsters and crabs, and is shed
from time to time in the same way to accommodate theanimal's
growth. If you poke over the rubbish ina female spider'sback-
yard, amongher cast off corsets you will find the jackets of the
males who navepaid for their sociality with their lives— trophies
of her barbarismas scalps show the savage natureof therednum.

The Carrier-Pigeon.— The carrier-pigeon, when travelling
never feeds. If the diitanca be long, it flies on without stopping, and
at last arrives thin, exhausted, almost flying. If cornbe presentedtoit,it refuses, contenting itself with drinking alittle water, and then
sleeping. Twohours later itbegins to eat with great moderation,and
■loepsagain immediately afterwards. If its flight has beenverylong,
the pigeon will proceed in tliia manner for forty-cigtht hoursbefore
recovering its normal itate of feeding.

Matrimony.— Every woman has somechance of beingmarried.
Itmay be one chance to fifty against, or it may bo ten to onein her
favor. But whatever that is, representing her entire chance at 100,
her particular chance at certain denned periods is estimated to be in
the folio-wingratio:

—
When between 15 and20 yearsof ago she lias

14£ per cent, of her ■whole probability; whenbetween 20 and25 she
hat 52per cent;between 25 and30, 18 per cent. After 30 years she
hai lost84^ per cent, of her chance, but until 35 she has still 6£ per
cent. Between35 and40it is 3A per cent;and for each succeeding
fireyean i» ropectiTely 2|,f, and" \ per cent. At any rate after 60 it
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works enjoinedinto some fast, or into the recital of some pious
prayers— the obligationof Sacramental Confessionstill remaining in
force for children who have not yet been admitted to Holy Com-
munion, andfor adults' also the obligation of receiving HolyCom-
munion," and, besides,for all, the obligation of praying for thepros-
perity and triumphof theCatholic Church and the ApostolicSee, for
theextripationof heresies, for the conversion of allinerror, for the
peace andunity of allChristian people,andfor the intentions of his
Holiness.

Givenat Eome, in the Palace of theSacred Congregationof th«
PropagandaFide, 24thJanuary,1875. j

(Signed) John Simeoni, Secretary.

A NUT FOR THE 'STAR' TO CRACK.
Thb fact that the Catholicsin Germany arebeing persecutedhas
beenbrought home to the English mindin aratherstrange"way.
When our fellow-creatures are suffering, Englishmen do.not first
inquire who and what they are. The instinct of charity rises
uppermost,andthe fact thatsuffering isbeing enduredissufficient
to call it forth. Itseems to have at last settled into theEnglioh
mind that, justly or unjustly, the G-ernian Bishops are suffering
persecution,anda large number of Oatholic priests are inactual
want. This was sufficient. A large sum was subscribedby both
Catholics and Protestants, and wassent to their succour, whenlo!

"orders came from Prince Bismarck that the sufferers werenot to
berelieved. Itseems that to be an honest Catholicin Germany
is tobenot only beyond the pale of law,but beyond thepaleof
Christiancharity! This must seemstrangecomingfromBismarck,
whomProtestantshadhitherto regarded as thegreatchampionof
toleration. The conviction is gradually dawning upon the Pro-
testant mind thatarealand active persecution

—
so active that the

blows cannot evenbe softenedby Christian charity—
is beingper-

petrated. Some monthsago the whole of the London press vied
with each other in applauding everything Prince Bismarck did.
Now they are expressing fears that he has overshot the mark;
thathe has overstatedhis case;that,afterall,his charges against
theCatholic Church aregroundless. Protestantsare beginning to
see through his pretexts, and to discern that far other motives
than fear lest German unity should be endangered are at the
bottom ofBismarck's policy. The fact that he will not tolerate
Christian charity in the Empire impliesa hatred of Christianity
itself,rather than anythingelse.— Sydney 'Freeman.'
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