
Reefton Branch, No. 71.
The half-yearlymeeting of the BeeftonBranch, of theHiber-

nian Society, was held for the purpose of filling the different
offices whichhad become vacant through effluxionof time, The
followingbrotherswereproposed and carriedunanimously, as the
office-bearers, for the coming six months:— President, Mr. M.
Bryan;Vice-President,Mr.C.Crowley;Secretary,Mr.J.M'Ardle;
Treasurer, Mr. W. Williams; Warden, P.M'G-uire; Guardian,Mr.
M. Cullen. Brother Vaughan, Past President,proposedavote of
thanks to the retiring officers, which was accorded withacclama-
tion' and which was responded to, on their behalf, in a pithy
addressbyBrotherM'Ardle.

It is a pity that so many excellent stories are"almost too
goodtobe true." Sucha tale seems tobe the onewhich explains
the originof thatprodigious collection of monkeys whichforcn so
large a paxt of theJavdin d'Acclimatation in Paris. ABordeaux
shipowner, who is noted for insisting on a strict obedience to
instructions on the part of his captains,some timeagogavewritten
orderstoone of the lattertobring back fromBrazil, whither he
wasgoing,one or two monkeys— "Repportezmol lou 2 singes."
The ou wassobadly writtenthat thecaptain read"1002 singes;"
and theresult was that the owner,three months after, found his
ship returning, tohis utter stupefaction, overrun with monkeys.
For a week'apeswere a drug in the Bordeaux market, and, adds
the story, theJardin,hearing thenews, took care not to lose so
good an opportunity of laying in a large-stock. A capital tale.
Do webelieveit?

—
Well,no;we don't.

RANDOM NOTES."
A chiel'a amangye takin'notes,
An' faithhe'llprent 'em.

Accobding to thecensus there is but one "beggar inallNew Zea-
land, andCanterbury is the felicitious Province favouredwiththe
possession of thisraraavis. Perhaps the supposedpaucity ofthe
gentrymaybe accountedforby the fact that thedatafurnishedby
theenumerators is the unchallenged report of the persons most

.interested, anditis a title of which but few are envious. "Were,"
however, thereturns to be compiled inother fashion, andthe col-
lector toreceive the estimate of Magguffin aboutMagginnis, and
vice versa, it is very probable the prosperity of the Colony, and
the apparent absence of all impecuniosity would be found tobe
somewhat|fallacious. lamnot aware whether the representa-
tiveof this class inwhich Canterbury rejoices lays his claim tothe
prerogative in a pecuniary or figurative sense, but Ifeel con-
vinced thatif heputs forward his claim in the latter,andmean-
nessbeany qualification for the term, Otago has beengreviously
wrongedby thehonor allottedto the sister Province.

Aproposof the foregoing, the following is not a bad case in
point; for the truth of whichlampreparedto vouch. A local
weekly journal,which claims to be the leading paper of its class,
md which isnowfar advancedin its teens,was latelypaid avisit
by abucolic subscriber, who urged the fact of over a dozen of
years' subscription, to plead the reduction of 6d. perquarter in
future. The appeal was supported-with a pathetic eloquence
which deserved success, but in vain; he was informed that on
principle(tobe veracious no doubt the orthographywouldadmit
of alteration)hispetition had to be rejected. With tearsinhis
eyes,the suppliantissuedthe order whichin future woulddeprive
himofhis weeklysolace, and returned despondingly to his flocks
andherds. One week passed,and the"nanother,but the strainwas
too great,before a third publicationhad been missed, the dis-
puted sixpence wasdisgorged,and his dearlybought pleasureone©
more enjoyed. Ibelieve of all the shiresof England, Yorkshire

" takesthepalm for keeness and shrewdness. A story is told of a
travellerwhohad stoppedfor a few days atan innin that county,
andbeing struck with the remarkable quickness of the ostler,
askedhimwhere he had been born, and how long hehad been
employedat the inn. Onbeing informedthatYorkshirehadgiven
himbirth, and thirty years of his lifehad been passed in theone
employ, thegentleman,remembering the reputationof Yorkshire-
men beforealluded to, remarked, "Iwonder that one from your
county, possessed of such shrewdness would not havemadehim-
self master of the inn during all those years." "Ah,butsir,"
rejoinedthe ostler, "You seem to forget thatmaster's Yorkshire
too." Ineednotpursue the simile further;substitute carefulness
for shrewdness,and change the nationality,and the x

-
easonwillbe

apparentwhy the demandwas inexorably refused.
Nowthat the much-abused Knocker can be nolonger a safe

stock subject for needy paragraphists, the vacuum causedby his
secession wouldappear tobe filledby no less apersonage thanthe
Hon.Sir Julius. The absence of the Premier, and his well-known
erratic conduct, which scorns tobe trammelledby precedent,is an
inexhaustiblesubject for the imaginativepenny-a-liner,and it is
most amusing to peruse the different courses marked out as the
future careerof thedoughty knight. By one he is toreplaceDr.
Fe&therston as Agent-Generalj another marks him out thesuc-
cessor of theMarquis of Normanby j whilea thirdhasituponun-
doubtedauthority thatthe Colony has seen him for the last time,
and iafuture he will fly at higher game than colonial politics.
Well, evenif any of the three contingencies take place, have we
it not on the authority of the 'G-uardian

'
that the Colony is

blessedwitharising youngoratorand statesmen,whose eloquence
bo far is astrangerto our Colonial St. Stephens. To ÜBe anold
adage,"Thereareas good'Fish' in thesea, as ever erecaught."
Iamnot aware if there is any peculiarity in the climateof

Marlboxoughcalculated to deaden the feelings or distemper the
mind,butcertainly one should be so ledtobelieve who couldspare
timetoglance atthecolumnsof the'Express.' The effectof a red- fifg on&hull is not productive of greater effect thanthe sight of' ?hkTabletonthepresidinggenius of theBlenheimoracle. Im-
probableas it will appear, its editor is perfectly satisfied to fix
upon himself the stamp of unreliability and mendacity for the
pleasing butquestionablegratification of contradictinga contem-
porary whichhas incurredhisdispleasure. The followingappeared
inits issue of June 30:

— "We have justlaiddownaMarlborough
paperinwhich 'primemutton

'
iB advertised as beingon sale in

Blenheimat twopence perpound. Twopenceper pound ! 'Oh
for alodge insome vast wilderness, some boundlesscontiguity of
shade,'in theWairau or Kaikouras, thatone might eatmutton to
the fullat twopenceper pound. Dear Wellington! Dearin more
senses than one. Let our housekeeperscompare the Blenheim. with theWellington butchers' bill.

—
'Wellington Tribune.'" It

"willbethus seenthat the'Express' takescredit to itself for \ eing
the Marlborough paperquoted, and transfers the " featherin its
cap" to its columns. The Tablbt fell into thesame erroras the* Tribune,' and publishedtheitem as a fact. Forgetting the old
adage anent the necessity of good memory, &c, the Express
becamequiteobliviousofitsselflaudationas theinventorofthenews,
andthuswaxes eloquent in its issue of July 3, four dayssubse-
quently :—":

— " Somebody has beencramming the Dunedin Tablet
again. Inits issueof June19, appears the followingsentence:—
'In contrast to the rather high-handed action of the Dunedin
butchers in raising the price of meat beyondits presentextrava-
gantrate,wemay mentionthatatBlenheimbeef is sold at 2d.per*
lb/ It thenfully contradicts the extract copied into itscolumns
on the 30thult.,and sneersinlanguagepeculiar to the " Express'
at thegullibility of theTabletin putting faithin the accuracyof
thestatement. However, it must be admittedthatungracious as
werethesneers indulgedin, they were not withoutreason,for the

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, July 16, 1875.]
Tabletshould have known, the exact amountof credibilityto "be
accordedajournalwhichis sobarefacedastobrazenforthitswantof
veracity for thepleaßureof "cramming" a contemporary. JExperi-
entiadocet,and,nodoubttheTablet will give the "Express" a
wideberthin future. IftheTabletis toblame, its greatestfault
lies in the fact thatit placedthe same amount of credencein the
statementof "A.Marlboroughpaper," as that accorded theasser-
tions-of respectable journals, and consequently was made the
victimof misplaced confidence.

HIBERNIAN SOCIETY.++
Christchttrch Branch, No. 82.

The following is the Auditor's report and balance-sheet of the
Branch to the 10thof June, 1875 :—

Itis againour pleasing duty to reportfavorablyonthe finan-
cial positionof this Branch for the quarterjust ended.

We havecarefully examined thebooksand accounts,andhave
muchpleasureinstating that "we have not only foundthem care-
fully and correctlykept,butalso inamostmasterly manner.

The various fundshave a good balance to theircredit, at the
balance-sheetclearly shows.

"We beg to call your particular attention to the verycredit-
ablemanner in which, our retiring Secretary has discharged the
duties ofthat office from the establishment of this Branchup to
thepresent time. He has now not only prepared the ordinary
balance-sheet of thequarter, butalso a summarybalance-sheetof
theBranch, as also abalance-sheetof cash account. As the work
of the Secretary is fast increasing, yourauditor's suggest thatthe
Secretary'ssalaryberaisedto .£25 perannum; and that aguinea
bealso allowedfor each audit, i.e., half a guinea for each auditor
per audit. Judging from theamount of worknow tobe done,we
trust thatyou will agree with us in considering the aboveonly
just andreasonable. Herewithwe beg tosubmitthepbove-named
balance-sheets.

Cornelius Sexton,}AuditorsJohn O'Neill, )Audltors
-

Summary Statement of the financialposition of the CLristchurch
Branch, No.82 of the H.A.G.B.Society to June10, 1875.

To amountcashinBankat interest ... 200 0 0„ „ „ current account 76 0 7„ „ „ Executive Directory
(Funeral account) ... ... -51 19 0

327 19 7
To amount dueby'members for contribu-

tions, goods,&c,&c, over 28s. each 33 0 0
To amount due by members for contribu-

tions, goods,&c, &c,under283. each 20 15 6
53 15 6

To amount goods (including Officers re- „
galiaand furniture)inuseofBranch 41 3 0

To amount goods in hands (or in stock)
whensold, shallrealise ... ... 22 15 6

63 18 6

445813 7
Amount duebyBranchtoany source what-

ever ... ... ... ... 0 0 0

Total ... 445 18 7
Ed. Connor,Secretary.

Examinedandfoundcorrect,
Cornelius Sexton,
JohnO'Neill.

The following officers were electedfor theensuing term of six
months, commencing June 10,1875:

— President, Brother Thomas
O'Connell; Vice-President, Bro. E.Connor; Treasurer, Bro. Jas.
Hagan; Secretary, Bro. E. Connell,pro. tern.; Assistant Secre-
tary,Bro. Jas. B. Sheath;Warden, Bro.John M'Luigan;Guar-
dian,Bro. Jacob Ely; Sick Visitors, Bros. P. Donnelly andJohn
C.Ridley;Auditors,Bros. John O'Neill and C.Sexton> Medical
Attendant,Dr. Campbell,
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