- takes the palm for keeness and shrewdness.
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RANDOM NOTES.

4
¢ A chiel's amang ye takin' notea,
An’ faith he’ll prent "em,

AccorDING to the census there iz but one beggar in all New Zeo.
land, and Canterbury is the felicitions Province favoured with the
possession of this rare avis. Perhaps the supposed peucity of the
gentry may be accounted for by the fact that the data furnished by
the enumerators is the unchallenged report of the persons most
interested, and it is a title of which but few are envious. Were,

“however, the returns to be compiled in other fashion, and the col-
lector to receive the estimate of Magguffin about Magginnis, and
vice verse, it is very probable the prosperity of the Colony, and
the apparent absence of all impecuniosity would be found to be
somewhat [fallacions. I am not aware whether the representa-
tive of this class in which Canterbury rejoices lays his claim to the
prerogative in a pecuniary or figurative sense, but I feel con-
vinced that if he puts forward his claim in the latter, and mean-
ness be any qualification for the term, Otfago has been greviously
wronged by the honor allotted to the sister Province.

Apropos of the foregoing, the following is not a bad case in
point ; for the truth of which I am prepared to vouch. A loeal
weekly journal, which claims to be the leading paper of its class,
and which is now far advanced in its teens, was lately paid a visit
by a bucolic subscriber, who urged the fact of over a dozen of
years” subscription, to plead the reduction of 6d. per quarter in
future. The appeal was supported with a pathetic eloquence
which deserved succegs, but in vain; he was informed that on
principle (to be veracious no doubt the orthography would admit
of alteration) his petition had to be rejected. With tears in his
eyes, the suppliant issued the order which in future would deprive
him of his weekly solace, and returned despondingly to his Hocke
and herds. One week passed, and thén ancther, but the strain was
too great, before a third publication had been missed, the dis-
puted sixpence was disgorged, and his desrly bought pleasure once
more enjoyed. I believe of all the shirves of England, Yorkshire

A story is told of 2
traveller who had stopped for a few days at an inn in that counrty,
and being struck with the remarkable quickness of the ostler,
asked him where he had been born, and how long he had been
employed at the inn. On being informed that Yorkshire had given
him birth, and thirty years of his life had been passed in the one
employ, the gentleman, remembering the reputation of Yorkshire-
men before alluded to, remarked, I wonder that one from your
county, possessed of such shrewdness would not have made him-
self master of the inn during all those years™” < Ah, but sir,”
rejoined the ostler, * You seem to forget that master's Yorkshire
too.” T need not pursue the simile further; eubstitute carefulness
for shrewdness, and change the nationality, and the reason will be
apparent why the demand was inexorably refused.

Now that the much-abused Knocker can be no longer a rafe
stock subject for needy paragraphists, the vacuum caused by his
mecesgion would appear to be filled by no less a personage than the
Hon. Bir Juliug, The ahsence of the Premier, and his well-known
erratic conduct, which scorns to be trammelled by precedent, iz an
inexhaustible subject for the imaginative penny-o-liner, and it is
most amusing to pernse the different courses marked out as the
future career of the doughty knight. By one he is to replace Dr.
Featheraton as Agent-General; another marks him out the suc-
eezor of the Marquis of Normanby ; while & third has it upon un-
doubted authority that the Colony has seen him for the last time,
and in future he will fly at higher game than colonial politica.
‘Well, even if any of the three contingencies take place, have we
it not on the authority of the ¢Guardian’ that the Colony is
bleased with a rising young orator and statesmen, whose eloquence
g0 far i o stranger to our Colonial 8t. Stephens. To uee an old
adage, *“ There are as good ‘Fish’ in the sea, as ever ere canght.”’

am not aware if there is any peculiarity in the climate of
Mearlborough caleculated to deaden the feelings or distemper the
mind, but certainly one shounld be so lad to believe who could spare
time to glance atthe columns of the * Express.” The effect of a red
Regons bull is not productive of greater effect than the sight of
= HE TABLET on the presiding genius of the Blenheim oracle. Im-
probable as it will appear, its editor is perfectly satisfied to fix
upon himsel! the stamp of unreliability and mendacity for the
pleasing but questionable gratification of contradicting a contem-
vorary which has incurred his displeasure. 'The following appeared
in it jssue of June 30 :—* We have just laid down a Marlborough
%nper in which *prime mutton’ is advertised as being on sale in
lenheim af twopence per pound. Two pence per pound ! < Oh
for a lodge in some vast wilderness, some boundless contiguity of
shade,’ in the Wairau or Kaikouras, that one might eat mutiton to
the full at twopence per pound. Dear Wellington! Dear in more
senoes than one. Let our housekeepers compare the Blenheim
with the Wellington butchers’ bill.— Wellington Tribune.’” It
will be thus seen that the < Express’ takes credit to itself for teing
the Marlborough paper gquoted, and transfers the * feather in its
eap’ $o its columna. The TagreT fell into the same error as the
¢ Tribune,’ and published the item as a fact. Forgetting the old
adage anent the necessity of good memory, &e., the Express
became quiteobliviousofitsselflandation as the inventorof thenews,
and thus waxes eloguent in its issue of July 3, four days subse-
quently :—* Somebody has becn ¢ramming the Dunedin Tarrzt
again. Inits issue of June 19, appears the following sentence:—
*In contrast to the rather high-handed action of the Dunedin
butchers in raising the price of meat beyond its present extrava-
gant rate, we may mention that at Blenheim beef is sold at 2d. per
Ib’ Yt then fully contradiots the extract copied into its columns
on the 30th ult., and sneers in language peculiar to the ‘ Bxpress'
at the gullibility of the TasreT in putting faith in the accuracy of
the statement. However, it must be admitted that unzracicus ns
were the gneers indulged in, they were not without reason, for the

Tasrer should have known the exact amount of credibility to he
accorded a journal which is so barefaced as to brazen forthits want of
veracity for the pleasure of *cramming” a contemporary. Experi-
entia docet, and , no doubt the Tanrur will give the " Express™ a
wide berth in future. If the TamrrTis to blame, its greatest fault
lips in the fact that it placed the same amount of credence in tha
statement of « A Marlborough paper,” ag that accorded the nsaer-
tions -of respectable journaly, and consequently was made the
vietim of misplaced confidence.

HIBERNIAN SOCIETY.

[ 1 —
Curisrogurcd Brawcm, No. B2.
Tax following is the Auditor’s report and balanee-shset of the
Branch to the 10th of June, 1875 :(—

1t is again our pleasing duty to report favorably on the finan-
cial position of this Branch for the quarter just ended. -

‘We have curefully examined the books snd accounts, and have
much pleasure in stating that we have nob only found them care-
fully and corvectly kept, but also in a most masterly manner.

The various funds have a good balance to their credit, at the
balance-sheet clearly shows.

We beg to call your particular attention to the very credit-
able manner in which our retiring Secretary has discharged the
duties of that office from the establishment of this Branch up to
the present time. He has now not only prepared the oxdinary
halance-sheet of the guarter, hut also a summary balence-sheet of
the Branch, ns also a balance-sheet of cash account, As the work
of the Secretary is fast increasing, your auditor’s suggest that the
Secretary’s palary ba raizsed to £25 per annum ; and that a guinea
be also allowed for each audit, ie., half a guinea for each guditor
per andit. Judging from the amount of work now to be done, we
trugt that you will agree with us in considering the above only
just and reascnable. Herewith we beg to submit the #bove-named
balance-sheets. g

Cornerivs SExTON, .
Jouw O'NEILL, Y Avditora.
Summary Statement of the financial position of the Cliristchureh
Branch, No. 82 of the H.A.C.B. Society to June 10, 1875.

To amount cagh in Bank at interest 200 0 O
» » " current aecount 76 0 7
2 2 »» Executive Directory )
(Funeral account) . 5118 0
— 32719 7
To amount due by members for eontribu-
tionms, goods, &e., &c., over 28s, each 33 0 O
To amount due by members for contribu-
tions, goods, &e., &e., under 28s, each 20 15 6
. 53 15 @
To amount goods (including Officers re- -
galinand {urniture) in use of Branch 41 3 0
To amount goods in hands (or in stock)
when gold, shall realise ... .. 2215 6
-— 6318 8
445913 7
Amount dne by Branch to any source what-
ever 000
Total 445 18 7

Ep. CoNNox, Becretary.
Examined and found correct,

Cornelius Sexton,
John O’Neill.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing term of six
months, commencing June 10, 1875 :—President, Brother Thomas
O’Connell; Vice-President, Bro. E. Connor; Treasurer, Bro. Jas.
Hagan ; Secretary, Bro. B. Connell, pro. tem.; Assistant Secre-
tary, Bro. Jas. B. Sheath; Warden, Bro.John M-Lunigan; Guar-
dian, Bro, Jacob Ely; Sick Visitors, Bros. P. Donnelly and John

C. Ridley ; Auditors, Brog. John O'Neill and C, Sexton; Medical
Aitendant, Dr. Campbeli,

Rerrron Beawca, No. 71.

The half-yearly meeting of the Reefton Branch, of the Hiber-
nian Society, was held for the purpose of fillling the different
offices which had become vacant through effluxion of time, The
following brothers were proposed and carried unanimously, as the
office-hearers, for the coming six months:—FPresident, Mr. M,
Bryan; Vice-President, Mr. C. Crowley ; Secretary, Mr. J. MArdle;
Treasurer, Mr. W, Williams; Warden, P. M*Guire ; Guardian, Mr.
M. Cullen. Brother Vaughan, Past President, proposed a vote of
thanks to the retiring officers, which was accorded with acelama-
tion and which was responded to, on their behalf, in a pithy
address by Brother McArdle.

-y

It iz o pibty that sc many excellent stories are ¢ almost too
good to be true.” Such a tale seems to be the one which explaing
the origin of that prodigious collection of monkeys which form so
large a part of the Jardin &’ Aeclimatation in Paris. A Bordeaux
shipowner, who is noted for insisting on a strict obedience to
instructions on the part of his captains, some time ago gave written
orders to one of the latter to bring back from Brasil, whither he
wasg going, one or two monkeys—* Repporfez mel 1 on 2 singes.””
The ou was so badly written that the captain read 1002 singes ;"
and the result was that the owner, three months after, found his
ship returning, to his utter stupeiaction, overrun with monkeys.
For a week'apes were a drug in the Bordeaux market, and, adds
the story, the Jardin, hearing the nows, took care not to lose so
good an epportunity of laying in a large!stock. A capital tale.
Do we believe it P—Well, no; we don't,




