
TheCatholicBishops of Canada have sent a letter to Cardinal!
Ledochowskiand the Archbishops of Germany,expiessingsympathy
with them in theircontest against the government in regard to the"

supremacyof the Pope.
Infurtherance of theplan toshorten the line o£ travel between*Europe andAmerica, A. C. Light,a Canadian Government engineer,

has begun a survey for a railway350 miles longacrossNewfoundlandfromwest toeast,-
,Itisunderstoodthatthe peat morasses of Irelandand Scot-landarenearly exhausted,andthat thepeople,whofor generations-

haddrawntheir fuel fromthesesources,arenowcompelledtousecoal,
for which the localitiesnot on the lines of railroadhave to payheavily for transportation.

John Phillips, a native of .Courthouse-lane, G-aiway, has justdied,aged106 years.

rivalthe Irish-American athlete O'Leary, who has a,few months
since travelled116 milesin twenty-threehours.

The truthoftheoldsaying"It is necessary to go to a dis-
tance to learn news of home," is exemplified by tie following,
taken from the 'Marlborough Times

'
;
— "

A newspaper,^ to be
called 'The Satirist,' is to be published shortly in Dunedin."
Perhaps the writer has confounded thepaper mentioned withthe* Saturday Advertiser,' which enters the lists of journalism to-
morrow

The followingrather mistyparagraph weclip fromaWelling-
tonexchange :—":

— "JudgeFenton has been summoned and finedby
theResidentMagistrate's Court at Waiuku, forshootingpheasants
illegally ere the shooting season commenced. In a letterto the
WaiukuBench, theJudge says:

— "When Ihad the bird in my
possessionIwas unaware that such a provision as that under
whichlam charged existed. The intention of the Legislature
seems tome tobe clear, viz., to getholdofshopkeepers,&c.;cases
like mine,Ithink, were not comtemplated." We would like a
key to this epistle of his Honor's, for he has evidentlywritten
eithertoomuch or toolittle. Ofcourse, to the mindof alayman,
the lawandits intricacies is as greatapuzzleas the GordianKnot,
but to theuninitiated the legalacumen displayed in His Honor's
readingof thestatuteiseven more damaging thanthe ignorance
of its existence.

The Londoncorrespondentof a contemporary, inspeaking of
the past winter and its effects in London, says:

— "
The weather

has justbegun tobe tolerable. We have hadafearfulwinter,and
therehas scarcelybeenaday for the past six monthsthatIhave
not longed for a breath of your balmy air. There is just the
slightestsensation of green to be seen in the hedgerows, but the
effectsof the terrible easterly winds are painfully apparent still.
Onmore than oneoccasion the obituary of the 'Times' has occu-
piednearly a column. A fortnight ago the mortality of London
■was at the rateof 27per 1000, the temperature that week being
5.9below theaverage ofsixty years. Ata famous pleasureresort
in the South of England the mortality frombronchitisand similar
complaintshasbeenso great that if the same ratewerekeptup
for fifteenyears the place would be,depopulated, and at Kensal
Greencemetery the number of funerals duringlast monthhas ex-
ceededthat during the last cholera visitation. Altogether,the
loss of lifethis winter hasbeenalmost withoutparallel."

NEWS IN BRIEF.
CountMontalambert'sunpublished work entitled"Les Papes

Moines," will appearnextOctober.
Father David,aCatholic missionary,estimates the population

of China at three hundred millions.
A manhas diednear AJkron,Ohio, who was once offered the

land onwhich the city stands for adollar per acre.
The forty-five thousand Catholics of Cleveland,0.,are repre-

ssfttedon the SchoolBoardby twomembers.
ArchbishopManning is the first convert from Protestantism

whohasbeenadmitted to the Sacred College.
Parishas adwarf elephant,thirty-nine inches high,and nine-

teenyearsold. He is remarkably intelligent.
RobertBurns' autograph sold inLondon,the other day, for £60,

vliile Queen Elizabeth's brought only a quarter thatsum.
WoKe Tone's grand-daughter, Mr.L. E.Maxwell,of Brooklyn,

subscribed£100 to the MitchellFund.
The daughter of the late Horace Groeley made ita specialcon-

ditionof her acceptance of Colonel Smith as ahusband that heshould
becomea Catholic, andhe did.

The New Jersey Legislature has rejected the billpermitting
clergymen to minister to personsof theirownfaith inpublic insti-
tutions.

A case in one of the NorthernCourts was lately postponedon
account of thedefendant havingbeen unable toattend onaccount
of themeasles.

The public debtof France now stands at £900,000,000, and
tlie interest is over .£33,000,000, being considerably the largest
whichis paid on anydebtin the world.

The cottoncloth exportedby England last year, if stretched
outwouldmeasureover200,000,000 of miles in length,or enough
to go eighty timesround the earth.

Arrestshavebeen made atMetz of a number of men found
sellingbones whichtheyhad collected from the battle-fieldsin the
neighborhoodof that town.

GeneralTodleben, inapamphlet whichhas appearedin Brus-
sels, ascribes England's refusal to take further part in the Usages
of War Conference toher military weakness, which the Govern-
ment studies toconceal as far aspossible.

Among the Tartars in the Crimea no sooneris a childvaccinated
by a surgeon than the parents suck out the lymph, lest the young
Mussulman shouldhaveany impureChristian bloodinhim.

Musical copyrights are worth something in England. At a
recent sale the

"
Prince Imperial Galop" brought theenormous price

of £900, besides whichevery copyof themusic printedis subject to a
royaltyof one penny.

A lady advertises in an English paper, devotedto her sex,"a
perfectly new fashionable Tussore lawn polonaise. Cost £1 10s.
rXake 305." A very fair sampleof a woman'sidea of makinga little
sacrifice.

The followingadvertisement appearedin the Edinburgh 'Scots-
man

'
recently:

— "
Gentlemanhaving too many sons -will gladly ex-

change one,eight months old, for agirl. Good home.
— Pater, Post

office,Hawick."
A number of deputiesto the National Assemblyhavesent an

Offeringof 7,015 francs to the Archbishop of Paris, towardsthe
sxpenses of building the votive church of the SacredHeart at
Montmartre. j

THE DRAMA.
-H-

After an engagementextending over seven -weeks,Mr. and Mrs.Bates take their leave of aDuhedin audience to-morrowevening-."During that time, Shakespearehas beenrepresentedby"Shylock/'""
Richard111/'"Hamlet," and

"
Macbeth"j Eobeitsonby"School""

and"Caste"; whileinaddition toanumber of plays and dramas-producedfor the first time, some of Boucicault'smost sensationalspectacular dramas have beenput upon the stage. It can beasserted without fear of contradiction, that during the visit ofno-other artisteshas there been sucha variety, theheavy tragedies
of the immortal bardbeing diversified by sparkling comedies,ornight last,"Macbeth"was theprogramme,and weconfess wewere"

:plays with striking situationsandabsorbing interest. OnSaturday
[ most agreeably stirprised at the manner inwhich the piece wasearned through by the company. Mr. Bates gave an intelligent-,rendering ofthe Thane of Cawdor, the passages requiringfire'andvehemence being delivered with a vigor which was markedlyappreciatedby theaudience. Indeed,ifhisrenditionwereopen to-exception,it wouldbe thathe exhibiteda superabundance,rather-than any lack of verveor animation. Althoughamost carefulandstudiedpiece of acting throughout, Mr.Bates'Macbeth cannotbeplacedin the samerank as eitherhis Shylock or Hamlet. As LadyMacbeth,Mrs.Bates had disadrantages to contendagainst whichhad noexistencein OpheliaorPortia. Ineitherof thosecharactersand indeedinmost othersinwhichshe has appeai-ed,Mrs.Bates inIaddition to havingan excellent conception of the part,has alwayslookedthe character, but LadyMacbeth, the unscrupulous strong-
minded woman,is pictured toourminds as one whose commandino-and majestic appearance is in keeping with the boldness of herdesigns. ThatMrs.Batesdoes notpossess thosequalifications is afact which willbe granted,but oneis apt to foa-got the defectivephysique in their appreciationofthe natural hursts ofpassion andenvectivewhich Shakespeare has allotted to tlie character. Per-haps,however, thepart inwhichthe excellence of Mrs.Bates wasshown to most advantage,Avas in the £C ne where theguilty queenwalks in her sleep, and, in piteous tones, bemoans the bloodwhich has stainedher hands. The other characters of thepiecewere most creditably sustained, and Locke's music, incidentalthereto, particularly the chorus, was given in a manner whichwould have donecreditto anopera company.

On Monday and Tuesday, a piece entitled "
True Hearts '"

an adaptation from the French, was produced, but like allplays and dramas from the same source, its chief recom-mendation lay in its mysteriousness. It may be deemedparadoxical to assert that, although the piece abounds inplot— in fact, it is one continual change of villainyfor anotherthere isinitselfno plotproper. The two principal male ehara/tersare a kindofRobertMacaire andhis Fidus Achates. "We areunawarewhethertheauthor or the adapteris toreceivethecreditforthe hazewhich surrounds the whole, but if mystifying theaudiencebe theaim intended, then indeedit mustbe deemedanunqualified success. On Wednesday night Mrs.Bates tooka fare-wellbenefit,onwhichoccasion was produced an.Americannovelty-
entitled"Psychoscope," the work of two membersof theFourthEstatein America. We are glad to say that the fairbeneficiarehad a most substantial house, the lower portions heino- inconveniently crowded. We cannot s^y the selectionof the piece wasa judiciousone, as Mr.Bates was almostentirely cut out, the insignificantpart for whichhe was east almosttotally io-norino-him"Although inmany places throughout, the piece abounds in crisoandsparkling dialogue,andmuch of the languageput into thpspeakers'mouths, is of anature calling for favorable criticism vetthere are many things which is open to censure, and had' ih£management studiedthereown interests, they -would have excisedonelong andhighly improperact. The drama,-ivhenproperly conducted, hasmuch initto commend itself to favor, but certainlysuchpieces as"Psychoscope" are calculated to brino- thesta^pinto contempt. Were it cut downto two acts, and theobiectionableportionto whichwehave alluded excised,it wouldhavebeenamost enjoyableperformance, as many portions exhibit considerable merit,but its excellencies were more thau outweighedby th^preponderanceofthe offensive. ToMr. Keogn, the"hero of thppiece,felltheburden of the labor, and, althoughvilely treatedintheearlier portionof the evening, he had a fittingrewardbefomthecurtain was dropped, while the scoundrel was confounded inthemost orthodoxmanner. Mr. Saville received a hearty roundof applause for the admirablemanner in which he acted as theexpositor of the charades, and his recitation of |a Dortionof Tennyson's "Elaine" was a splended piece ofelocution Attheconclusion of the evening's entertainmentavociferous call wa*madefor Mr. and Mrs. Bates. After bowing their acknowledg-ments,the former warmly thankedthe Dunedin public for tfialiberalpatronagewhich himselfandMrs.Bates had receivedAwing thestay, vr*
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