
NEWS OF THE WEEK.

We arepleasedto learn that the Catholics of Christchurch
haveestablishedabranch of"TheSocietyofSt. VincentdePaul

"
in that city. As itsnameindicates theobject of the Association is
the performance of works of charity, the careof theneedy andthe
distressedbeing the especialprovinceofitsmembers. The society
heldits firstmeeting on June 22, at which the officers of the
brotherhoodwereelected,the followiugbeing theoffice-bearers:—:

—
President, Rev. Father Belliard; Vice-President, Mr. William
Shanley j Treasurer andLibrarian,Mr.Dennis O'Connellj Ward-
robekeeper,Mr.R.Houlihan, senr.; Secretary, F. R. Houlihan,
jun. Althoughthe Society hasbeeninexistencebuta few weeks,
ithasnot only commencedits good work, buthas alreadymadea
greatheadway,andwillundoubtedly proveacredittotheCatholics
of Christchurch.and ablessing to thepoor, be theyCatholic,Pro-
testant,or Jew. Itis already inpossessionof anexcellentlibrary,
which-willbe availableto its membersat amerenominalcharge.
Thepraiseworthyobject-which its membershaveinview,andthe
unsectariannature of thedistribution of its charitable aid, must
commend it to all classes of the community, and we trust in
timetobe able to chronicle the extension of branches to every
Provinceof theColony.

The adjournedmeetingof the O'Connell CentenaryCommittee
was held on Thursday evening, the Bth instant, between fifty and-
sixtyof themost influential men of thecity, representingallcreeds
andcountries, being present. Mr. J. P. Armstrong, M.P.C., was
unanimously voted to the chair. The Hon. Secretary (Mr. John
Dungan) placedbefore the meeting letters of apology receivedfrom,
Messrs. JamesMacassey, Robert Stout,Dr. O'Donoghue,'andvarious
other gentlemen who, though heartily supporting the movement,
were unable to be present. It was unanimously agreed that the
demonstration should assume the shape of a public dinner, and
Thursday, the sthpros., the day on which itshouldtakeplace. A
sub-committee, consisting of Captain Baldwin, Mr. Synnott, Mr.
Bracken, and the Hon. Secretary was appointed to carry out the
details. The unanimitywith which every section of the community-,
independentlyof creed or country,have joined together to dohonor,
to thememoryof O'Connell,is the highest tribute which could be
paid tohis labors onbehalfof civilandandreligiousliberty. Messrs.
Watson,of High-street, havebeen appointed the caterers, which in
itself is sufficient guarantee that thatportionof the celebrationwillbe
worthyof the occasion.

We understandthatMr.R.H. Leary, Councillor for BellWard
has had a requisition presented to him asking him to contest -the
Mayoralty. While duly sensible of the honor, Councillor Leary re-
spectfully, and we should say wisely, declined. There can be no
doubt that Mr. Leary possesses many qualifications which would '
makehim amost desirable Chief Magistrate,but tocome forwardat
thepresent time would scarcely be politic on hispart. Werehis ex-
periencein theCouncilsomewhat more extended,there is littleques-
tionhe wouldprove a formidable opponent,and should he so desire
at a future date,there is very little doubt thathemay aspire to the
office ofMayor witheveryhopeof success.

The efforts ofHisHonor Mr.Justice Johnston toput thecurb
onsome fractious members of the legal fraternity, and toregulate
thecodeof courtlyetiquette,havenotfoundfavour withthe 'Wan-
ganui Herald.' After dealing in a facetious spirit with his
Honor's conduct since his translation to the Dunedin Supreme
Court,it says:

— "
Itmight be interesting to enquireinwhatstate

His Honor left the Wellington circuit .after many years
—

we will
not call itbrowbeatingor blustering— hutmany years' application
of the judicialrod. The professionin Wellingtonis tameenough,
goodnessknows, andits meek-eyedand subdued subjectiveness is
at onceacompliment to thestringent measures which havebeen
employed. Even juriesaredocile,and thegeneralpublic werebe-
ginning toshow less of that haughty temper whichisrecognised
as the signof independence of character in the free-bornBriton.
Butwillany one say that litigation has not thriveninWellington— thatlawyer's costs have not flourished like a green bay-tree

—
thatpettymatters have not been magnified into causes celhhres—
or that thereis a deep-seatedrespect for the administrationof
justice in the public mind?" While fully conceding that
fittingdignity and decorum shouldbe observed in the Templeof
Justice, we agreewith the 'Herald' that there is nothingmore
unbecoming than to see a judgestretching his censureandpowers
to the utmost limits by angrily or solemnly disputing over the
paltriestpointof etiquette.

The following,clipped from the 'Boston Pilot/ the leading
Catholic journalinAmerica,paysa flattering tribute to theability
withwhich theCatholic organs in this hemisphere areconducted.
It says:

— "From the Antipodes we receive some of our best
Catholicexchanges. The 'Advocate/ ofMelbourne,Australia,and
the

'
Freeman'sJournal/ of Sydney,are twoadmirablenewspapers.

TheNew ZealandTablet is one of the best edited and most
interesting journals weread;andnow,fromWestern Australiawe
get the 'West Australian CatholicRecord,aremarkablyhandsome
paper, which is printed and published at the Catholic Boys'
Orphanage,Subiaco, near Perth. When the Australian mails ar-
rive we areled to think that our co-religionists in. the Southern
hemisphereexceedusin the taste and intelligence which charac-
terise their publications." As arule wedonotbelieveinself-lauda-
tion,butwe may fairly publish theopinionof a journal which is
admittedly the most ably conductedof the many excellentAmeri-
canpapers,-withoutbeing open to the chargeof egotism.

We woulddirectour readers to the addresses of Councillors
Waltersand Reeves, the two candidates for the mayoral chair,
whichappear inanothercolumn. Both addresses areremarkable
for their brevity, Councillor Walters urging his past servicesin
theCouncil,and. theamount of patronage accordedhimat the last
contest for the mayoralty, as a plea for further support. The
struggleno doubt willprove a keen one, each competitorhaving
warmadherents, andpublicopinion being veryevenly balancedas
to therespectivemerits of thecandidates.

The verydifficult feat lately accomplished by Edwards,the
well-knownpedestrian,has beencompletely thrownintotheshade
during thepast weekby the performance of a boy named Scott,
thirteen years of age. Edwards had accomplished the task of
walking100 milesin twenty-threehours andfifty-fiveminutes, but
so severely washepunishedthathewasheard tosaythat it should

alarge sumof money thatwould tempt him to essay another
attempt. LittleScott felt convinced thathe couldbeatEdwards'
time, whichhe didby two minutes, notwithstanding the fact that
he was suffering very severely from dysentry. Beside, he had
many disadvantages to contend with from which. Edwards was
free,andthe difference of the two courses travelled by thepedes-
trians wasat leastequivalent to five miles against theboy. When
these drawbacksare takeninto account, it may be saidwith, jus-
tice thatone hundred miles were covered by Scott in onehour

i under the twenty-four, a feat rarely accomplished by trained
pedestrians,andnever equalledby one of his tenderyears. With,
judicious training,and the indomitablepluck of whichheis pos-
sessed,thereisbutlittle doubtbutyoung Scott wouldbidfair to

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, July 16, 1875.]

A great struggle is impending between Centralists and
Provincialists; but, for us, itpossesses very little interest
indeed. It is,after all. merely a question of detail. The
principle has been long since settled. Our form of go-
vernment means a central, paramount, legislative, and
executive authority, and localself-government, or adminis-
tration. Whether this local self-government shall be in
the present form or in another, is a comparatively unim-
portant detail. A question might, indeed, be raised,
■whether itwould notbe wiser to have two Colonies than
-one inNew Zealand,and this would be worth discussing;
but if the contest shall confine itself to Centralists versus
Provincialists,as those words are understood at present,it
is not one thatis either very interesting or important."THE REFORMATION AND ARCHBISHOP CRANMER."

(To the Editor of the
'
New ZealandHerald ')

"Sir,— In thecommon, or Governmentschool, Cambridge, the follow-
ing set of questionshas been writtenon the black-board, and copied
therefromby aportionof thepupils. The heading of the paper of
leading questionsis the sameas thatIhave given above :—l.:

— 1. What
■wasit ?— The reformation of the Church of Englandand Rome from
its abuses and corruptions. 2. What brought it about?— It was
brought abo\itbyPopeLeo X., by sending monks to sell pieces of
parchment to pardon souls. 3. What were the Indulgences ?"—
Pieces of paper orparchment sent sent roundby monks to sell them,
for men to forgive their sins. 4. Who was the leading spirit of the
Reformation?

—
Martin Luther. 5. How did he commence it ?

6. Write allyouknow about him andhis doctrines. 7. How was it
brought] into England? 8. How did Cranmer rise to power?
9. What translations of theBible weremade in the reign of Henry
VIII.?—lt?

—
Itwas translatedinto Latin, and then into English." By

whom?—lt?
—
Itwas translated intoLatinby Wycliffe, and into English

by Coverdale. 10. What system of worship was practised in the
churchesbefore the Keformation, andby what wasitreplaced? 11.
Write anaccount of thepersecutionendmartyrdom of Protestants in
the reign of Mary. It war a terrible persecution— which has given
to the first Queen inEngland the nameofBloody Mary. 12. Write
an account of Cranmer'slifeanddeath.

—
Helivedlonger than any of

theotherbishops;in1556he wasburnt. 13. Explainthemeaningand
origin of Fidei Defensor, Protestant, Puritan.— Fidei Defensor
means defender of the faith, andit is seen on all our coins. Here
terminateboth questionsandanswers,of whichIhave givena faithful
copy. The manuscript inwhichIfind them has been handedto me
by one of fclie inhabitants of Cambridge,andhisboy's name is written
infull at the foot of thepaper of questions. The same boy, a pupil
of the school, asserts that the answers to Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 were
dictatedby the teacher. The answersappended tosome of the other I
questionsdownalong hehimself made out in

"
Collier's History of |

theBritish Empire," which, by the way, is taught in the school.
Now, allowme to ask— 1. Does the purely secular system of educa-
tion, asby law established in this province, admit of questions so
so directly bearing on religion? 2. Is it a grievance for Catholic
parents to have such questionsput to their children ? 3. Ifthis be a
grievance, is there anyredress ? Irefrain fromnote or comment on
these questionsand answers, WouldIwere spared the trouble of
placing the bare facts before thepublic. Duty, however, is impera-
tive? and the callof duty, be it ever so disagreeable, must be obeyed.
ControversyIby nomeans want,havingneither time nor inclination
for the same. The historic truthfulnessor falsehood, as the casemay
be, of Collier's statementsanent the,Reformation,or of the answers I
findin thispaperof questions,it does not just now suit my purpose
to question. Who have time andconvenience,and taste for polemi-
cal disputations,let those argue such questions. But touching the
case under consideration,Imay, inall justice,lay claim to redress on
behalf of my peopleif the factsIsubmit constitute a grievance. I
ask no favour. Pair play for Catholic children is all Iask for. I
trust theHoardofEducationwill consider the questions andanswers
Ifurnish, and that they will take the necessary steps to prevent the
EducationAct frombeing in future violated, to the prejudice of a
portionof the community.

—
Iam, &c,

J.Golden.
Hamilton, June 5,1875.
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