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junction had not been addressed to the Board ; and a resolution being
carried censuring the action of the Commissioner, ond countermand-
ing the instructions given, the Chief Commissiener loft the meeting,
The members of the Board then despatched instructions to the Land
Officers, through the Provincial Secretary, ordering them to receive all
applications ; or, refuse them ab their peril, Mr. A, Wills, Under-
Secretary, being appointed Land Officer, at Dunedin. Two much
eredit-cannot be given to the defermined stand taken ¥y the Provin-
cigl Secratary to brenk up that clique which bas so long held the best
lands in the Province as grazing ground, to the exclusion of those who
would be willing 1o cultivate the soil. The cowrse adopted by M.
Reid may oppear somewhat high-handed, but it is one £ér which he
desevves, and no doubt will receive, the thanks of the community.

TeaT very unreliable journal the Auckland * Star’ lately in-
dulged in its congenial pastime by striving to detraet from the
credit due to one of the most efficient officers in New Zealand, Mr.
Caldwell, the Governor of the Dunedin Gaocl. This is searcely to
he wondered atb, seeing that the state of our loeal gaol, and the ex-
cellent report submibted by its indefatigable governor, had been
a theme for praise in all the jowmnals throughout the length and
breadth of the Colony, and it was, therefore, to bo expected that in
the midst of sneh unanimity, the ¢ Star,” in this as in other matters,
zhould enjoy an isolated opinfon. "The statements of the ¢Star,
however, were not allowed to go unchallenged, and a writer in the

‘Auckland Weekly News’ hore willing testimony to the high state
of efficiency of the institution over which Mr. Caldwell
presides, and the amount of valuable land which has been re-
claimed by vrison labor. We were aware that those who might be
inclined to be hypercritical might take exception to a few ot the
statements in the highly inieresting and exhaustive veport of the
working of the Dunedin Guol, but we conld not imagine that even
S0 captious a journal as the Anclland evering huninary could have
found material for eensure.

" Ous Ivigh files tell of {Le clection of a represenmtative to fill
the vacancy caused by the death of honest John Martin for Meath.
The candidates were threce in nunber—3r, Charles Stuart Parnell,
a, Home Ruler ; Mr. Hinds, Ifome Ruler ; and Mr, N aper, Conscr-
vative. M. Parnell possessed a strong claim upon the affections
of the Inish people, his ancestors bheing amongst those whose
voices wore uplifted against the fatal destruction of the Irish
Parlinment, whilst he bas always identificd himself with the
interests and straggles of the country of which he sought to bea
representative, Dr. Hinds was a Home Ruler beeause he thought
it the best flag fo fight under, but as he was violently opposed to

the dis-establishment of the Irish Churth some short while since, |

it ig searcely to be wondeved thet the patriotic people of Meath
put but little faith in the sincerity of his sudden conversion, and
he found himself in a magnificent minority. The third candidate
wasa My, Naper, who contested the constituency manfully in the
Conservative interest, and was accorded o fair measure of support
in ¢omparison with that hestowed on Mr. Hinds. The electors of
Meath have achieved a great victory for the national cause, and
found a sucecssor worthy of the seat once occupied by the im-
mortal Grattan, the amdable and gifted John Lucas, and the
patriotic honest Jobn Martin., They have selected o candidate
wlose political antecedents ave a guarantee that he will repre-
sent them faithfully—a genfleman in whose honor and integrity
they can have the most implicit confidence. Mr. Hinds had heen

told that his hopes were perfectly mythical, and in the intevest ;

which he sought to serve and was supposed to wish to sce ad-
wvanced, he was requested {o resign i ovder not Lo split the national
vote. This he was unwilling to do, and a fitting punishment was
administered by the following state of the poll:—Parnell, 1771 ;
Naper,902; Hinds, 138, Itwillbethus seen thatthe national vietory
wag won by a majority of two to one, while Minds was
defeated by noless than thivteen to one. We notice our contem-
porary the < Guardian,’ in its issue of last Saturday, has an item of
telegraphie intelligence, wnder date London, June 24th, in which it
iz sfated that < Purncll has heen cleeted for Moath by 1771 against
192 for Napier.” Itis quite evident that theve is a screw loose
somewhere, the number of votes polled for the Conservative candi-
date being sadly incorroct. It is also n matier of surprise that an
item should be “wired ™ on the 24th of June, the circumstances of
which took place in the middle of April.

Wx trust, for the honor of historic Kilkenny, that a corres-
ponding amount of relinhility may be attached to the intelligence
that a Manchester nianufacturer has been chosen for its vepresen.
tative in preference to the son of its fermer member. Kilkenny
has so often placed its trust in the hands of the late Sir John Gray,
and the preseut proprietor of the only Oathelic daily journal in
Great Britain, has so closely followed in the footsteps of his
patriotic father, that we feel convinced the people of Kilkenny
would not dishonor the memory of the man who so long and faith-
fully served them by seleeting one unknown and untried. Regard-
ing the vacancy in the representation of * gallant Tipperary,” we
learn that o few hours after the death of John Mitchell the beaten
candidate in the lute contest, My, Stephen MMoore, filed a petition
for the seat. It may be that he will be suceessful, but if so, it is
interesting to know that while he enters the House of Commons as
the mouth-piece of Tipperary, there arve bub 746 electors who voted
for h}i]m ag an eligible representative, against 9,500 who elected Mr.
Mitchell.

WE are glad to see that steps have been initiated for the pur-
pose of honoring the memory of the illustricus dead, and that the
Gth of August will not be allowed to pass without respect heing
paid to the name of O’Connell. A meeting, under the chairman-
ship of His Worship the Mayor, was held on last Monday for the
initiation of the purpose in view, but owing to the fact that it was
wail dey, the numbers present were not by any means as numerons
ag they otherwise would have heen. M. J.'P, Armstrong, M.P.C.,

gtated that 2 number of the most influential men of the city-had
expressed their hearty co-operation in the movement, and, fhough
unfortunately prevented from being present at the meeting, the
objeet for which it had been convened had their warmest sympathy,
and they would be happy to forward the mévement as members of
Committee or otherwise. An hon. secrefary was elected, and the
gentlemen present constituted themselvés a Committes with power
to add to their number, and a date of further meeting for the pur-
pose of determining what shape the proposed demonstration should
assume having heen fixed, the meeting adjourned. We see by omr
Victorian exchanges that a most influential meeting was held af
81, Patrick’s Hall, Melbourne, for the furtherance of the centenary
celebration, at which all classes of the community, independent of
creed or counfry, were represented.

Trr members of the Pregg Dramatic Club gave a varied
entertainment at Port Chalmers on last Baturday evening, the
proceeds of which were devoted to the esteblishment of an Agei-
dent Ward in that town. The attendance, though not a numerous,
wns a very select one; and, if the amount of applanse bestowed is
to be taken for aught, the efforts of the visitors were highly
snecessful. We believe, however, there were a few who were in-
clined to be hypereritical, and with exceedingly had taste, while
contributing nothing to the funds which it was sought to assish,
made themselves conspicuons by an amount of adverse verbal
criticiem which, beside heing guite uucalled for, was o source of
much annoyance to those who were unfortunate emough fo be
within hearing.

A sosT extensive fire, resulting in the total destruction of
Flexman’s tannery at Kaikorai, took place on S3aturday night. The
origin of the five is as yet unexpinined, the manager before guitting
the premises on Saturday evening seeing that every precaution had
boen taken, and the fire in fhe engine lhowse banked up properly..
The stock and huilding were valued by the owner at between
[ £16,000 and £17,000, and we regret to lenmn the salvage effected
[ will not realize over £200. Mr. Flexman wag insured to the ex-
tent of £3000, but which it will be seen will but cover half the
dumpge Jdone.  The works found employment for a number of per-
sons resident in the Kaikorai Valley, and this unfortunate
oceurence will he the means of throwing =zome thirty men out of
employment.

Ax aceident, unfortunately attemded with fatal consequences,
oceurred on Saturday evening to a young man named Robert
Newton, employed ab Sparrow’s Foundry, Rattray strest. It ap-
pears that shortly after commencing work the deceased, while
| placing o piece of board over a hole near the fiy-wheel of the
| engine, allowed one end to come in contact with the machinery,
i the result heing that he was violently struck in the sbomach with

the plank, and thrown some fifteen feet into the air. He was
insensible when picked up, and although speedily removed to the
hospital, where his injuries were attended to, he suecumbed ob
Snnday evening, What makes the matier more deplorable is that
the deceased, nlthough but gunite a young nan, was the enpport of
his mother and other members of his family.

NEWS IN BRIEF.
o

The Cuban insurgents are very active in secluded portions of
the Islands, huming many plantations and worrying Valmaseda
generally.

Owing to vnusually heavy snows, the Swiss Canton of the
Grisons wos recently for weeks cut off from eommunieation with
the outside world.

“he ¢ Berlin Post? (winisterial jomrnal) warns the people that
war is likely to come, and hints at a projected Austro-Italian
alliance with Fronce.

The military enrollment of destifute persons in the grass-
hopper regions of Minnesota, numbers 9,164, of whom 4,237 ave
under twelve years of age.

Officers in the British army will no longer he allowed to
exchange from one regiment to another, in order to escape service
in corps ordered abroad.

Sunday, April 11, was Hke a summer day—in New York and
vicinity at least-—while on Tuesday, April 13, there was a heavy
show storie, worthy of December,

It is reported that the Berlin Govermment intends fo prosecute
the Glerman subscribers to the Carlist fund for fomenting a rebel-
lion against a friendly power.

The police conrt at Stockton, Cal,, has heen idle for a month,
not a single case having been brought before it. There have been
great changes in Californin since 1849.

The American parties engaged in making the observations of
the transit of Venug have accumulated an lmmense amount of
material, both mathematical and photographie.

A bell as recently been cast into Germany weighing 50,000
pounds. It was made from cannon taken from the French during
the late war. It is for the Cathedral Church at Cologne.

A Bavoy paper says that, the watershed at the tummel having
heen adopted asthe Franco-Italinn boundary of Mount Cenis, Ttaly
will have to eede to France about 450 metres of ground.

It is said that the old law forbidding intercourse hetween the
Pope and Catholic clergy of Prussia, except through the Govern-
ment, will be re-enacted, and Papal authority wholly suspended.

The Paris ‘ Moniteur’ (semi-official) declares that France ig
unanimous for peace as a paramount necessity. She is not con-
spiving againgt any one. The French press generally coneur in
this opinion.

The British Houee of Comumons, on April 7, by a vote of 152
to 187, refused to order to a second reading a bill to enable un-
married women to vote at Parlinmentary elections. Mr, Disraeli

voted with the minority.



