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Conqtterors sometimes forget that the excess of victory is the
promiseofultimatedefeat. Byhumbling theadversaryovermuch,
they induce an undying animosity j and by stretching their
imperiumbeyondthelimitsof prudence,they makeitverydifficult
to govern. The firstNapoleonaddedkingdom tokingdom, forget-
ting that theycouldnotbe held togetherj and almostevery other
greatgeneralhasbeenfinallydefeatedby thevery grandeur ofhis
plansorhis conquests. Xerxes -wasunsuccessful onaccount of the
immenseness of his army, which accomplished its own dire con-
fusion; and Hannibal failed to march, upon Rome, because his
soldierswerebesottedwithviptory. Alexander,whobefore he was
two-and-thirfcy, had conquered the greater part of the known
world,leftnosuccessor whocouldholdhisempire together. There
isaphilosophyin conquest as thereis indefeat, and toneglectit
is to halfundoConquest.

We havean example of this truth in the recent victoriesof
Germany,which have so intoxicated the nationalmind that they
willprobablybring aboutareaction. Having made tributariesof
severalkingdoms,and annexeda goodportionofFrance, Germany
isnowdictating to most of the Europeanpowershow they should
behavethemselvestowardstheirsuperiors. NoCabinetinEurope
issafe fromthe ForeignOffice in Berlin. MeanwhiletheCatholic
Church, whichis very powerful in Germany andwhichis gaining
strength and numbers continually, receives homage of Prince
Bismarck'shostility,becausehe respectsitandfearsit. Materially
theCatholic Church hasno power whatever;ithas no guns,and
cannotputan army into the field;but it is the greatestmoral
forcein the world, and for that reason unjust menhate it. The
Bishops of Germany resent worldly power; and worldly power
detestsmoralforce, because moral force is aboveit. So, worldly
power puts the Bishops into prison;and the Bishops conquer by
going there. Then comes the comic part of the strife, when
worldlypower tries toplead moralprinciple, as anexcuse for per-
petrating injustice. Prince Bismarck tells the Bishops,thatthey
areencouraging disloyalty by the example which they set of dis-
obedience;andhe takesuponhimself to instruct these authorities
in theirduties as Churchmenandsubjects- TheBishops are taken
to taskby Prince Bismarck on theirrefusalto obey certain laws,
those laws beingexpressly constructedby Prince Bismarck for the
cripplingand undermining of theChurch. Here we have hadan
example

—
suchas we hada hundredtimesinhistory— of the State

presumingto fix the limitsof that obedience which theChurch
must render to theLaw;andat the sametime, of the presumption
which accuses ecclesiastics of misinterpreting Christian dtity. It
is the Statewhich darestodictateto the Churchbothitsprinciples
andits immediatepractice. Not long since PrinceBismarck said
in theParliament, he would rather obeyhis SovereignEmperor,
thanobey thePope misguidedby theJesuits ;but what hemeant
was,'he wouldratherobey the Emperor, guided solely by Prince
Bismarck, than obey thePope whois guided by God/ Itis the
old story of a statesman obeying himself, while he professes to
obey only his superior ascribing influencesand sidesprings to the
Church which exist no where but in hisown i~nagination. The
Popeisnomore guided by the Jesuits, than by theDominicans,
Benedictines, orFranciscans;whereasthe Emperor of Germany is
mainlyinfluenced by the Chancellor who was the maincauseof
HisMajestybecoming Emperor.

The recent protest of the Bishopsof Germany,addressedto
their persecutingEmperor and theanswer of the'StateMinistry,'
theretofurnish a painful illustration of the hoplessnessof mere
justicecontending against intoxicatedpower. The State ministry
declines tosee the truth, that theCatholics of Germany (whohave
beenthebestfriendsof theEmperor, whohavedonemostby their
bravery and fidelity, toconsolidate thepresentorder of things, and.whoseprinciples are the only bulwark which is now left toGer-
manyagainstnational scepticism and infidelity) arenot precisely
themenwhomtheState oughtto persecute,and whosepastors it
should put in the common prison. The answer of the

'State
Ministry' is evasive yet subtle, offensive yet cunningly worded.
The last paragraph is perhaps the most wicked. It tells the
Bishops that they foresaw, before the Vatican Council what the
newdefinition must leadto, and that they foretolditscontrariety,
withtheState. Thisis true,and yetan evidentfalsehood. The
Bishops foretoldthat therewouldbecontrariety,but they ascribed
theblameof it to the world. "What they meant was, that worldly
men,like.Prince Bismarck, would make an excuseof a spiritual
definition for persecutingtheAuthorities of the Church. Thisis
exactly what has happened. The Bishops never objectedto the
dogma;whatthey foresaw was thecertainty of strife.

— 'Catholic
Times/

The Italian government has been guilty of another act of
sacrilegiousvandalism,by ordering the destructionof themonumental
church of San Giuliano,atPalermo, oneof the finest inthatcity. A
theatre is to be built; out of its ruins,and there are alreadyfifteen
theatres in Palermo;"tentoo many"says the 'Sicilia/ "since only
four cankeep openduring these hard times."

THE COMING WAR.
*-» "

AnEnglishWhiteron theFightingCapacity oftheNations.

FRANCE.
Notwithstanding the desirewhich existon the part of the
French peopleto rushintoawar with Germany, to gainrevenge
for the defeat of four years ago, it is'doubtful if the French'

-
Government would encourage the aspiration. Tom asFrance is
by 'political dissensions, it is extremely doubtful whether any "'
Ministry wouldadd to thecares and theperils of war to theotherA
prominentdangers of its existence. Neither is the French army
in condition

—
nor is itlikely to be formany years

—
toundertakea

campaign of any magnitude. The military organization of the
SecondEmpire was entirely broken up by the disasters of the
German war. At the present time no fixedplancanreallybesaid
to havebeen adoptedfor the organization of thearmy;theques-
tions as to depotsandcadres are still unsolved. Frenchmilitary
menassert thattheir artillery is in a powerful state;butitmay
reasonablybedoubtedthat, in the short time that has elapsed
since theenormous lossof thatarmwhichoccurredintheGerman
war,itcanhave been replaced by guns judiciously selectedand
carefullymanufactured. Though there is not a great dearth of
menin the French army, it can not besaid the recruits are of
a satisfactory kind. The weakness of the commissariatarrange-
ment wasone of thepotentcauses of the failure of theFrenchin
the Germanwar. Ithasnot yet been thoroughly changed forthe
better. The mitrailleuses,whichwere so zealously guarded, and
whichwereexpected to strike terror in the Germanranks,were
found tobe a failurein the war,andhavenow been abandonedfor
allpracticalpurposesof campaigning;so thatatpresentFranceis
not in a condition to

"rush into war." It has taken England
twenty years to reorganise from the breakdown of her military
systemin the Crimeanwar,and avast amount of moneyhasbeen
expendedin effecting thechangesj and it can hardly be possible
thatthings areso muchbetter managed inFrance thatshe can in
four or five yearsputau army in the field with any prospectof
winningback laurels>o rudely wrested fromher inher last
great contest.

BEI/GOTM AND SWITZBKIAND.

As to' the two neutral countries of Belgium andSwitzerland
littleneedbesaid. The neutrality of one is guaranteedby the Great
Powers,and the other has perhaps a still greater guarantee of neu-
trality in the shape of publicopinioninEurope, The Belgian army
may be 80.000strong. Perhaps they are not the finest troopsin the
world,but still they are not, as a greatstatesman is reported to.have
said of them, "merely all coat andmusketandlittle man." Itis cer-
tain that Belgium, unaided, could not hold her frontiers against
either Germany orFrance if either of these powers wishedto make
theNetherlands its battle-fieldor its line ofcommunications.

Russia."
Agreat and mysterious power looms up in the North." On

theIst of Novemberlast a law came into force inRussia by which
everyRussian subject became liableto militaryservice, andthe conse-
quence of this decreeis anenormous increase in the army. It is esti-
mated -that next year Russia will be able to put into the field
1,500,000 men. These menare excellent soldiers in many respects.
They may not be acute or intelligent, but they are strong, hardy,
capableof bearing fatigue, havean intense loyalty to tbeirsovereign,
believe that theRussian Government can do no wrong, and would
enterupon any campaign ordered by that Government withallthe
religiousexcitement of acrusade. The organization of the armyis
simple and well-conceived. The men are tall, strongand fine, and,if
properlyledandsuppliedwith good ammunition, theRussian army
wouldbe most formidable in any war, For defensive ptu-poses Rus-
siaholds apeculiarly advantageous position. The terrible example
of the FirstNapoleonstill gives a shiver toalmostanybody who con-
templates the idea ofinvading her. No doubt aninvasionat thepre-
sent time would bea very different matter from what it wasat the
ibeginning of this century. Still,it wouldbe attendedwith enormous
! difficulties, not the least ofwhich would be the inhospitableclimate,

the impossibility of feedinganinvading army on a -wildandsparsely-
\ populatedcountry, and the necessity which would fall on the in-
j vaders of drawing their supplies almost wholly from theirbase. A
i line of communication might become so much extended that the
! troops requisite to guard the line, and the officers necessary to ad-

minister it,wouldconsume more of the provisionsthanthe line itself
couldbringup. Infuture wars it is doubtfulwhether, considering
thenumber ofmen that would probably be engaged, it will everbe
possibleto rely on the supply of an army from itsbase of communi-
cations. A weighty oppression., however, hangs over the military
organizationof Russia. The officialadministration is so corrupt that
itis almost certainthat hicase ofwarpeculation would be rife, and
that theRussian soldiers—brave, loyalandhardy as they mightbe

—
wouldfind themselves worsted by an internal enemy more deadly
than any externalfoe. All this is well-known andtalkedof openly
on the soil ofRussia.

SWEEDEN AND NOBWAY.
The unitedpower of Sweden andNorwaypossessescertainly a

smallbutexcellentarmy,butprobably wouldbe too wise toenter
uponany Europeanwar, evenof greatdimensions. Itwouldhave
littletogainbydescending into the theatreof contest,andpossibly
might lose someprovinces toRussia. Denmark might, indeed,be
anxious to joinan alliance against Germany, for the sore of the
Schleswig-Holstein campaign is not healed over. But she has
beenso hamperedby the war of 1864, andherpopulationhasbeen
bo reducedthather tiny army of 40,000 menwouldrank as com-
parativelyinsignificant in theconsiderationinthe considerationof
themilitary capacities ofthe Continent.

TTJBKEY.

Turkey is alwaysasourceof danger in Europeanpolicy,and
must be

"almostanightmare in every foreign office." The men
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—
of course wemeanstage ghosts—

but weneverrecollectto
have made the acquaintance of one who was notprovided with
creaking boots. Why, we havenot beenable todiscover; but we
suppose it is for some dramatic reason not known beyond the
precincts ofthegreen-room. Wemayalso addthat inourexperi-
ence, theOpheliaof Wednesday night was the first lady wehave
evermet withsustaining the character withtheslightest preten-
tions tobecalledavocalist. As in thematterof theghost'sboots,
they seemtobe invariablycast for the character because theyare
not equal to the occasion in the vocalistic line and for areason
beyondthekenof theuninitiated.

THE INTOXICATION OF POWER.
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