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THE CHINESE IN CHINA.
—_——r——
Wax toke the following interesting items from the Chinese letter of the
*Boeton Pilot.” It has been said that Australip is the land of con-
trarietics a8 compared with Great Britain, but it will be sdmitbed by
& perusal of the following that the Flowery Tand has far greater claim
to the title. Speaking of the many evidencos of & high state of eivili-
#ation, and the unity to be found amongat 400,000,000 of persons with
regard to habits, dress, and the wearing of the orthodox pigtail, the
writer says i— )

But youdon't want to hear so much sbout the matters in which
they resemble ns as the points in which they differ. I am almost
afraid to give & list of Chinese contrarieties, for every travellor hms
folt bound to enlarge upon this subject. But I suppose no series of
lstters on that people would be complete without some allusion to
them. We'll commence with the baby—for I believe there is ovidenee
to prove that we wero all bahies once, Chinese as well as foreigners.
The puling little creature when born may, if it be a girl, be put o
denth—drowned-—just as we drown a kitfen or puppy, snd the little
boy’s inquiry about his twin sisters, *“ Which is papa going to keep ?
is ome often aeked by grown peopls iz China. I don't believe that
infanticide is at all as common as many writers on China make out,
but it exists to s sufficient extent to justify us in speaking of it as s
too frequent national crime. At sll events, a man’s friends congratn-
lata Lim on the birth of o son, and condole with him on the birth of
a daughter. They are very emphatic opponents of  women’s rights "’
out here you see, for thay don’t always give them the right to live,

' Queke CustoMs,

But supposing that the child escapes this “Lilling no rmurder®
process (it is not murder in China to kill a child), it will probably not
be weaned till it is three or four years old. When the mother dandles
the little darling ehe smells its face with her nose instead of kis-
sing it by way of showing sffection. When tha young lady becomes
of marringesblo age her attendant bridesmaids {zemerally the ugliest
old women to be found) wear Elack dresees instead of white. White
is the mourning color, and the dead are decked not with the mournful
shroud, but with the gayest and brightest coloured clothes procurable.
The boy at school turne his back npon the master to repeat his lesson,
and learns to write by tracing instend of copying. In playing shuttle-
cock they use their heels as battledoors, instead of wooden ones.
Vonerable old gentlemen of four score may be seen playing at wer-
bles and flying kites, while little atoms of humanity with sn aspect of
preternatural gravity stand Iooking on. The Chinpse keep their hats
on when they waut to be ¢ivil, and shake their own hands instead of
their friends when they meet him in the strest.  (People who object
to the “coming man ” by the way will appreciate this custom.) Woe
commence our dinners with soup and end with frit and wine. The
Chinene reverse the courses ; they think nothing of piling n guest's
plate with swentments, jellies, pickled cucurabers, salt fiah, and bad
eggs all at once : and ean’t understand why foreigners should object
to it. The women too-—I am sopry to mention such s piecs of rude-
ness—never dine with tho men (beewuso they are not allowed to)—
another proof that the doetrine of equality and women's rights is as
yet unknown in China. In giving the name the family or surname
comes first; thus a man whose family is named Chang, would call
himgelf Chang Fung Woo, not Fung Woo Chang.

Curlovs CONTRARIETIES.

At the risk of being tedious, I will mention a few more of their
curious contrarieties. T could not enumerate them »ll, for the cals-
logue is endless. The compass needle is always spoken of us pointing
to the South, and the points are named BE. W. 8. N., instead of
N. 8. E. W. Ahorse is mounted on the right instead of the left
pide, while the knees are raised almost to the chin in riding, instead of
grasping the horee’s side, so that “spills ” ave prebty numerous amongst
the native cavalry. Their vessels are built flat bottomed and square
bowed, instead of with keels and cutwaters ; the maste slant forward
instead of sft, while they launch o eraft sideways instead of end on.
The wheel of a barrow is placed in the middle Instead of at its end,
and in the northern provineces they hoist a sail on the vehicles to keep
them along—a custom alluded to, as you will dounbtless recollect, by
the poet Milton, and which was & matter of dispute between residents
in China no longer than three years ago. Chinese hoots again have
been talked akout by all fravellers from thet country. We think
that o quarter inch aole is the correct thing for an evening party ; the
Chinese rejoices in an irich and a half sole when he waxnta to make an
impression ; and so I dare say should we if we had only stone-flagged
or mud floors instead of wood and carpet. They don’t dlack boots by
the by, but whifes them, You mustn’t fancy you know that boys
stand at the corners of the streete with skins of whitewssh at two
centa. a brushful, as our shoe-black brigades do. Nothing of the sort ;
it's all done uf home, and very carelessly dons, too, generally.

DEATH A¥D THE GRAVE.

- Bome of the queerest of the many queer customs arve connected
with death and the grave. When a person is dying, and given up by
the doctor, you would faney that they tried to make his last hours
quiet and peaceful. Nothing of the kind! They send for a band,
which make aa much noise as its musicians possibly can to scare away
the goblin that is coming to take the soul of the dying man. The
inconveniance to the patient is quite » secondary consideration, and
of course he is frequently killed by this highly proper attention.
Bearcaly loss singular is & custora they have of making jeople they
estéem the present of a coffin. A son of a filisl turn of mind will
cheer the heart of his ancient parent by a gift of this sort, and the
parent will be delighted at the evidence of affaction thus given. When
a man is very ill, and a doctor ie called in, he submits the Prescription
to the patients, who frequently strike ouf anything they think too
-expensive, the patient himeself sometimes joining in the effort to nbate
the bill. Cases have been known where it has been concluded. that it
would be much better to save the medicine money to buy a handsome
coffiii—sll withthe full doguiescence of a ymﬁompn Talking . of
doctors; T miust kot orit 5 wiéntion thatthoss atbached Lo the" Court
-wre only paid while the Emperor is well; their salary stops sa soon By

ke becomen sick, and you may imagine-the zeal displayed to amend
his imperial health under such cireumstances. I'm afraid the profes-
sion wouldn’t thrive in the United States under such an arrangement;

I may wind up this superficial allusion to Chinese contrarietiag
by mentioning thab a0 determined they sre to walk hackwsrds that
thoy say ¢ géa wo ! {0 n horse to muke him stop : instead of putting
the candle into the candlestick, they put the candlestick into the
candle, the latter having a hole fittiny over the pointed end of the
former; while finally the native barber is, unlike kis western brothren,
one of the least talkative of men !

Coming now to the sccial characteristios of the peopls, it is natu.
ral to say o few words jn the first place upon their personal appear-
anco. Thereis an oid saying in Rurops that “The tailor makes the -
mén.” In China we may almost say “The berber mokes the man "
for the difference between an unshaved and a properly shaved China-
man is sbeolutely ludicrous. Everybody knows that e shaves the to
of his head and wears » pigtail. They don’t like that word at all,
mpy obeerve—they call it & piontzn or queus ; * but many people
den't know why they do so. Long hair worn just oe we wear it,
without a parting, was the fashion in all China until two hundred
Jears ago, when the new fashion was introduced by the Mantchoo
dynasty on its taking possession of the throne. Two centuries have re-
conciled the natives of China to this badge of atlegianee, and at the pre-
eent time, more than ever, it hus become the distinction between
*royals” and “rebels.” -

Tez s oF THR P1aTAIL.

The only conceivable use I have been able to seo for the pigteils
4s the aid they afford to the police in catching s thief. AtHong Kong
you will sometirues see a stalwart coloured policeman with half-a-dozen
culprits, each with the end of his “tafl” in the policeman’s hands,
wending their sorrowful way to the magistrate’s court, It is very
dificult to get away when & good strong turn of the tailis taken ; and
a sudden pull will throw the owner on Lis back in the most charming
manner ; 0 they don’s always show fight. A very common thieves®
trick is to plait fish-hooks and needles into the tail, so that the firsh
one that catches hold of it is & great deal mors anxions to drop Lis
brize than to sacure him. Bad characters have their tails cut off in
gacl, though they always afiix a fales one the moment they are cut of
prison. Gruardisna of the peace are frequently “sold* by this, the
appendage remaining in the seizer’s hands, while the slenderly attached
owner bolts as fast as he can.

THE IRISHMEN OF LONDON.

—_—t

TaB London ‘Daily Telegraph’ recently said:

Irishmen in London than in Dublin ;
of the town affected b

Commercial Road in t{

slume, the Dials,

“There are more
and consequently in the districta
the lower class of immigrants, such us the
East Drury Lane, and ita offshoots of back
and up and about Marylebone, there was mors thany .
ueual animation on Saturdey night, in proparation for the national
festival. Tt ueed to be the custom with Pat to drown the shamrock
on Patrick's eve—that is to say, to get glorious, in deferencs to the
#aint who banished the tosds and snskes from the boga of Ireland.
A happier habit of self-respect is coming on, thanks to the exertiong
of some of the Catholic clergy of London. A few years 2go n system
way introduced by those gentlemen to sccept o spray of shamrock,
around the stem: of which was twisted the tollowing words :— The
Truce of God. Three hundred days’ Indulgence, Ipromise, in honor
of Bt. Patrick, to abstain from intoxicating Liquors (except ab meal
timee) from twelve o'clock at neon the 16th of March, ‘till twelve
o’clock at noon the 18th of March, and I offer this act of mortification
for the good of my soul, and to avert the anger of Glod, so justly
deserveg on account of the prevalence of the sin of drunkenness.'
The protty name chosen for this novel form of pledge was borrowed
from medieval times of almost continuous warfare, when a Truge,
during which it was not lawful to shed blood, was imposed by the
Church from Curfow, on Saturdey to Monday morning. Grace to.
this truce of God, the 17th of March, of recent Years, is scarcely
noticeable in the addition of charges to the police sheet of the following
day ; and honest, hard-working Paddy is learning to enjoy himself in
the present without laying up & store of hendaches for the future.”

OXFORD CONVERTS.
A corrEeroNDENT Wrote lately as follows to the * Rock’ it The
attention of your readers has not yet, I think, been called to the
fact that five members of this university have turmed Papists
during the last twelvemonthe—three of them members of the so-
called Engligh Church Union, and all five of them, I Lelieve, mem-
bers of Mr. Neel’s congregabion at St. Barnabas’s, whoge curate,
Mr. Mocre, went over to Bome some time since. These preverts
are, H. M. Erowne, New College ; J. ¢. Dunn, B.A., New College 3
G. H. French, Balliol; €. D. Williamson, University; A. N. C.
MacCall, Magdalen. A Romish chapel of large size and consider-
able architectural pretensions is in course of erection in St. Giles's.
As there is already a chapel in St. Clement’s sufficiently capacious
to hold the few Papists in the place and neighbourhood, it is plain
that—* in nostros fabricata est maching muros,” and & most danger-
ous engine of proselytism it will be. Dr. Ma.nm:ig will, no doubt, -
figure from time to time in the pulpit, and crowds undergraduates .
will go {0 hear him. Meanwhile he will have in Mr. Noel a most;
effective pionéer ; and young men in the habit of attending St.-
Barnabag’s church will find little difference between hig teachi
and the cardinal’s.” . )

A sixteen-year-old son of an ex-Mayor of -Nashua bids fair to:
equal the Belgian giant in stature, being mix feet and two inchies -
in height, and still growing. Anothei 'youth, the son of an ex+
United States Senator, formerly resident of Naghus, is only thir-
teen, and measures five feot oleven inches.



