
At therisk of being tedious,Iwillmention a few more of their
curious contrarieties. Icould not enumerate them all, for the cata-
logue is endless. The compass needleis alwaysspokenof aspointing
to the South,and the points are named E. W. S. N., instead of
N. S. E. W. Ahorse is mounted on the rightinstead of the leftside, while theknees are raised almost tothe chin inriding,insteadof
graspingthehorse's side,so that"spills" areprettynumerousamongstthenative cavalry. Their vessels are built flat bottomed andsquare
bowed,insteadof withkeelsand cutwaters;the masts slant forward
insteadof aft, while they launcha craft sideways instead of end on.
Thewheelof abarrow is placedin the middle instead of at its end,
andin thenorthern provinces they hoist a sail on the vehicles tokeep
themalong— acustomalluded to, as youwill doubtless recollect, by
thepoetMilton, andwhich wasamatter of dispute betweenresidents
inChina no longer thanthree yearsago. Chinese boots again have
been talked about by all travellers from that country. We thinkthata quarter inch sole is the correct thing for aneveningparty;the
Chinese rejoices inaninch andahalf sole whenhe wants tomake an
impression;and soIdare say shouldweif wehadonly stone-flagged
ormud floors instead of woodandcarpet. They don'tblackboots by
theby,but whiten them. Youmustn't fancy you know that boysstandatthe corners of the streets with skins of whitewash at twocents, abrushful, as our shoe-black brigadesdo. Nothingofthesort jit'ialldone at home,and verycarelessly done, too,generally.

Deathand the Geave.- Some of the queerest of the many queer customs are connected
withdeath and the grave. When aperson is dying, andgiven up bythe doctor,you wouldfancy that they tried to make his last hoursquietandpeaceful. Nothing of thekind! They send for a band,whichmakeasmuchnoise as itsmusicians possibly can toscare away
the goblinthat is coming to take the soul of the dying man. Theinconvenience to thepatientis quite a secondary consideration, and
of course he is frequently killed by this highly proper attention.Scarcely letssingular is a custom they have of making people they
etteemthepresentof a coffin. A son of a filial turn of mmd willcheer theheart of his ancient parentby a gift of this sort, and the
parenb willbe delighted attheevidenceofaffectionthus given. Whenamanisveryill,anda doctoris calledin,he submits theprescription
to thepatients, who frequently strike out anything they think too
"expensive,thepatient himself sometimes joining in the effortto abatethe bill. Oaseshavebeenknown whereithai been concluded, thatitwouldbe muchbettertosave themedicinemoney to buy ahandsomecoffin-1

—
allwith;the.full acquiescence'of a dying,main. Talking,ofdoctorsImu»t hotomit66'mention thatthoieattachedto the Court

"reonly paidwhilethe Emperor is well;theirsalary stopsas soona

A sixteen-year-old sonof an ex-Mayorof-Nashua bids fairtd;
equalthe.Belgian giant in stature, being six feet and two inchesinheight, and still growing. Another .youth, the son of anex-UnitedStates Senator, formerlyresident ofNashua, isonly thir-teen,andmeasures five feeteleveninches.
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hebecomes sick, andyoumayimagine- the zeal displayed to amendhis imperialhealth undersuch circumstances. I'mafraid the profes-
"ion wouldnt thrive in theUnitedStatesunder such an arrangementImaywindup this superficial allusion to Chinese contrarietiesby mentioning thatap determined they are to walkbackward! thatthey say geewoJ'toahorse tomakehimstop:instead of puttingthe candle into the candlestick, they put the candlestick into tHecandle, thelatterhavinga hole fitting over the pointed end of therormer;while finally thenativebarberis,unlikehis westernbrethren,oneof the least talkativeof men!" Comingnow to the socialcharacteristics of thepeople,itis natu-ral tosay a few words in'the first place upon their personal appear-ance. zrhereisanoldaayinginJlurope that "The tailor makes the '

m"llm"ll J%Chillß cm&7 almOßt BaT
"'Tht>T»rber makes the man;

"
tor the differencebetweenanunshavedanda properlyshaved Chinam-anis absolutelyludicrous. Everybodyknowsthathe shares thetopof his headandwearsa pigtail. They don'tlike that word at all. I
niay^observe— they call ita pientzu or "

queue j
"

but many peopledont know why theydo so. Long hair worn just as we wear it,withoutaparting, was the fashion in all China until two hundredyearsago, when the new fashion was introducedby the Mantchoodynasty onits takingpossessionofthethrone. Twocenturies have re-conciled thenativesofChina to this badge of allegiance, andatthepre-sent tune, more than ever, it has become the distinction between"'royals
"

and
"

rebels."
TheUse of thePigtail.

" t.
yconceivable useIhavebeenable to see for the pigtails

of the aidthey afford to thepoliceincatching athief. AtHongKongyou will sometimes see a stalwartcolouredpolicemanwithhalf-a-dozenculprits,each with the end of his "tail" in the policeman's hands,wending then- sorrowful way to the magistrate's court. It is very-difficult togetaway whenagoodstrongturn of the tailis taken;anda suddenpull willthrow theowner onhis back in the most charmingmanner;so they don't alwaysshow fight. A very common thieves'trick is toplait fish-hooks andneedles into the tail, so that the firsfcone that catches hold ofitis a great de*l more anxious to drophis
prize than to secure him. Badcharactershave their tails cut off ingaol, though they always affix a false one the moment they areout ofprison. Guardians of the peace are frequently "sold" by this theappendageremainingin theseizer'slands,whiletheslenderlyattachedowner bolts as fast ashe can.

THE IRISHMEN OF LONDON.
+4

The London 'Daily Telegraph' recently said: "There are moreIrishmenmLondon than in Dublin;andconsequentlyin the districtsof the townaffected by the lower class of immigrants, such as theCommercial Road m theEastDrury Lane, andits offshoots of backslums, theDials,and upandabout Marylebone, there wasmore than.usual animation on Saturday night, in preparation for the nationalfestival. Itused to be the custom with Pat to drown the shamrockonPatricks eve— that is to say,to get glorious, in deference to thesaint whobanished the toads and snakes from the bogs of IrelandAhappierhabitof self-respect is coming on, thanks to the exertionsof someofthe Catholicclergy ofLondon. A few yearsago a systemwasintroduced by those gentlemen to accept a spray of shamrockaround thestem ofwhich was twisted the following words "—
'
TheTruce of God. Threehundreddays'Indulgence, Ipromise,inhonorof St.Patrick, to abstain from intoxicating liquors (except at mealtimes) from twelve o'clock at noon the 16th of March, till twelveo clock at noonthe18thofMarch,andIoffer thisact ofmortificationtor thegoodof my soul, and to avert the anger of God, so justly

deservedon account of the prevalence of the sin of drunkenness/Ihe prettyname chosenfor this novel form of pledge was borrowedfrommediteval times of almost continuous warfare, when a Truceduring whichit wasnot lawful to shed blood, was imposed by theChurch from Curfew, on Saturday to Monday morning. Grace tothis truceof God, the 17th of March, of recent years, is scarcelynoticeable intheadditionofcharges tothepolicesheetofthefollowingday j andhonest, hard-workingPaddy is learning to enjoy himselfinthepresent withoutlaying upa store of headaches for the future."

OXFORD CONVERTS.
A cokbbspondent wrote lately as follows to the 'Rock' :— "Theattentionof your readers has not yet,Ithink,been called to thefact that five members of this university have turned Papistsduring the last twelvemonths— three of themmembersof the so-calledEnglishChurchUnion,andall fiveof them,Ibelieve,mem-bers of Mr. Noel's congregation at St. Barnabas's, whosecurate,Mr.Moore,went over to Borne some time since. These prevertsare,H.M.Browne,New College j J. C. Dunn, 8.A.,New College:G. H. French, BalUolj C. D. Williamson, University; A. N. G.MacCall,Magdalen. ARomish chapelof large sizeandconsider-able architecturalpretensionsis incourseof erection in St. Giles'sAs thereis already achapelin St.Clement's sufficiently capacioustohold thefewPapistsin theplace and neighbourhood, it is plainthat

— '
innostrosfabricataestmachina muros/andamostdanger-ousengine of proselytism itwill be. Dr. Manning will,nodoubt,figure from timetotime inthepulpit,andcrowds ofundergraduate*willgo tohearhim. Meanwhile he will have inMr.Noela mosteffective pioneer;and young men in the habit of attendingSt.Barnabas'schurch will findlittle difference betweenhis teachingand thecardinal's."

THE CHINESE IN CHINA.
Wb take the followinginteresting itemsfromthe Chineseletterof the
Boston Pilot. Ithas been said that Australia is the land of con-trarieties as comparedwith Great Britain,butit will be admittedbyaperusalof thefollowingthattheFloweryLandhas far greater claimto thetitle. Speakingofthe many evidencesof ahighstateof civili-sation, andthe unity tobe foundamongst 400,000,000of personswithregard tohabits, dress, and the wearingof the orthodoxpigtail, the

writer says:
—

But youdon'twantto Lear so much about the matters in whichthey resembleus as the points in which they differ. lam almost
afraid togive a listof Chinese contrarieties, for every travellerhas
felt bound toenlargeupon this subject. ButIsuppose no series ofletters on that people would be complete without some allusion tothem. We'llcommencewith thebaby— forIbelieve thereisevidence
to prove thatwe wereallbabies once, Chinese as well as foreigners.The puling little creature when born may,if it be a girl, be put todeath— drowned

—
just as we drownakittenor apuppy,andthelittleboy'sinquiryabout his twin sisters, "Whichis papagoing tokeep?

"
is one oftenasked by grownpeople in China. Idon't believe thatinfanticideis atall ascommon as many writers on China make out,butit exists to a sufficient extentto justify us in speaking of it as a
too frequentnationalcrime. At all events, aman's friends congratu-latehim on thebirthofa son,and condole withhim on the birthof
a daughter. Theyare veryemphatic opponents of

"
women'srights"

out hereyouBee, for they don'talwaysgive them the right tolive.
Qubbb Customs.But supposing thatthe child escapes this "killing no murder"process (it ibnot murder in China tokill achild), it willprobably notbe weanedtill itis three or four yearsold. Whenthemotherdandlesthe little darling she smells its face withher nose insteadof kis-

"mgitby way of showing affection. When the young lady becomesofmarriageableageher attendantbridesmaids (generally the ugliestoldwomento be found) wearblack dresses instead ofwhite. Whiteis themourning color, and the deadare deckednot with themournfulshroud,but with the gayeßt andbrightestcoloured clothesprocurable.The boyat school turnshis back uponthemaster torepeathis lesson,and learns to writeby tracing instead ofcopying. Inplayingshuttle-cock they use their heels as battledoors, instead of wooden ones.Venerableold gentlemenof four scoremay be seen playingat mar-blesand flyingkites, while little atomsof humanity with anaspectof
preternaturalgravity stand lookingon. The Chinese keeptheir hatsonwhenthey want tobe civil,and shake theirownhands instead of
their friendswhen theymeethim in the street. (Peoplewho object
to the "comingman"by the way willappreciatethis custom.) Wecommence our dinners with soup andendwith fruit and wine. The
Chinese reverse the courses;they think nothing of piling a guest's
platewithsweatmeats, jellies, pickled cucumbers, salt fish, and badeggsall at once:andcan't understand why foreigners shouldobject
toit. The women too

—Iam sorry to mentionsuch apiece of rude-ness
—

never dine with themen (because they are not allowed to)
another proof that the doctrineofequality and women's rights is ac
yetunknownii\China. Ingiving the name the family or surname
comes first;thus aman whose family is named Chang, would call
himselfChangFung Woo, not Fung Woo Chang.

Crruious Coutbabieties.
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