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AWFUL PERBECTJTION OF OtTE CATHOLIC BBBTHBIH— fLOQOIXq
WOMEN FOB THBIB FAITH.

The CatholicUnionof Ireland supplies the following painful
yet gloriousnews, showinghow themothersoffutureLedochowskU
arenowsufferingfor the Catholic faith:

—
Poor Poland still suffers for her faith, and her patriotism.

TheRussian despotism has relaxednothingof itsfiercenessinthat
portionof unhappy Polandthat writhesinitsiron grasp,and the
dungeons of the German Empire attest that it fares ,butslightly
differently with the Poles thathave tobear the yoke of Prussian
domination. Heart-rendingtidings come to us of the sufferings
of the faithful in theprovinceofPolachia. Inthisprovince there
is a considerable number of thepopulationbelongingto theUnited
Greek Church, that is, that church which, though using, by con-
sent of the Holy See, theGreekrites and the Greek liturgy, and
followinginpart the disciplineof the Greek Church, is incomma-
nionwith Borne,andacceptscertain doctrinestherejectionof whicl
has toagreat extentconstituted the schism of the East. Russia
is struggling withall the remorselessness of brute force to coerce
the Polachians toabandon their Church, and become perverts to
whatis called

"
the orthodox"Russian faith. Upto this theyhave

bravely resisted, and show no symptoms of dismay. But their
heroism, their constancy, their noble fidelity to their paternal
traditions, have not availed to soften the heaTts of their brutal
masters,buthaverather stirred theminto moredemonlike resent-
ment,andmoreruthlessbarbarities. With an inhumanity and &
savagenessthat arenot of recent growthinRussianadministration,
thebitterest blows of persecutionare directed against the women,
of Polachia, andso wereadofdoings by the Russian governors of
thedistrict that dwarf into insignificant infamy the worst excesses
of theNeros of Pagandays. For all this it is impossible notto
hold that the Czaris responsible before Godandbefore the world—

forheknows of it, andcould havestoppedit if he had wished.
"We learnthat in Polacia there areabout three ■hundred thousand
UnitedGreekChristians, and for yearspastthemenamongst them
havebeensubjected toeveryatrocity from the hands of the Cos-
sack soldiery. Hitherto thewomenwerespared,butnowall sense
ofshame andmanliness seems to have died out of the Russian
ruler, and womenhavebeendecreedas fit subjects for the lash.
At Parezowathe merciless punishment has begun. We are told
that the womenwhorefuse this apostasyarestrippednearlynaked,
tortured withlongcoarsescourges until, wornoutwithagony,and
coveredwithblood, they become senseless and faintaway. Then
their tortures cease,and. the almost lifeless victims are despatched
to thehospitals. "The number of the scourged," saysacommu-
nicationpublishedin the 'Civilita Cattolica/

"
has become solarge

that it hasbetn.found necessary to multiply the ambulances for
the conveyanceof the sufferers to the hospitals. The ambulances
have neither nurses nor doctors attached to them, and the
poor sufferers have to linger in Jtheir tortures and their
blood,whilst they arebeing dragged along a rough road-to the
hospital. The treatmentin thehospitalis neitherskilfulnorkind.
They areoftenleftutterly withoutattendance and withoutnour-
ishment, savewhen anadventurousgood-naturedCatholicmanages
toeffect anentrance tothehospitalwith foodormedicinecarefully
hidden from official observation. Nero wasnotso cruel tothe first
Christiansas is Alexander, of whose civilizedhumanity we hear
such eulogies, to his Polachian subjects. Nero was satisfiedwitli
butchering the Christians; Alexander is more exquisite in his
cruelty. Men and women are beaten withwhips,and then flung,
like dogs, into ambulances;if they die, so much the better;if
they recover, no sooner are their wounds healed up than the
scourgingbegins again, till they shallhaveeither diedorrenounced
their faith. Up to thisnot one of them has apostatised. Honor
and glory to these generous souls, who haveshown theirreadiness'
to die rather than prove faithless toJesus Christ, and who,in'this -
way,rise victorioustoImperialsavagery. Letus pray for them,
that Godmay confirmtheir faithand their courage by his extra-
ordinary graces. Itis saidthat the Czar is a Freemason and_ a
Liberal, and this is confirmed by authentic statements in official
journals. We caneasily believe that it is so, for"Liberal" Free-
masonry is capableof intensehatredandof great atrocities. The
revolutionary journals showby their silence that they approye.of
tliisbloodthirsty procedurej in their eyes everyinfamy _is praise*
worthy that contemplates the extinction of Catholicity." The
above-named Sicilian journal states that it has other incidents,
equallyrevolting, andwell authenticated, of the Russian persecu-
tioninPoland,andpromisesto publishthem.

— 'CatholicReview.'

weeks. Special religions services wereheld in thepro-Cathedral,'
and from a thousand altars, accompanied by the prayers of the
emancipatedmillionSj there ascended oneuniversalsupplicationfor
thedeadone. But this grief and mourning werenot confined to
his nativeland

— theypermeatedto thefurthest ends of theglobe."Yes, wherever throughout the habitable world, therewas an
Irishman capable of appreciating services great, permanent,and
numerous,andof comprehending ageniusbrilliant,andacharacter
gublimely perfect inits entirety— there wassorrowing for the death
of O'Connell. This grieffound fitting expressioninthe journalsof
the day. The

'
Evening Packet,' the able organ of the Church

Ascendancyparty, laying asidethe ascerbity ofpoliticalcontention,
declared

— '
A greatmanhas fallen in Israel.' The 'DailyNews/

pronouncing him
'
the Irish Gracchus/ observed

— 'O'Connell is a
name on whichwe cannot write an epitaph and tlien have done
■withit. Day after day it will recur,bound as itis with the fate
and thefortunesof Ireland,and will thus livein oar arguments, as
inourmemories, years taking from our antipathies, adding toour
reverence,and swellingstill the magnitude of his fame.' But itis
from the contemporary Press of France that we gather aproper
estimate of O'Connell's character, services, and fame. Those
■writers,unbiassedbylocalfeelings orpartyconsiderations, adjudged
him solely byhis public actsandhis achievements.

"And, so judging him, the 'TTnivers' pronouncedhim
—

'A
greatand sincere Apostleof Liberty.'"

The {Constitutionnel
'
said

— '
The death of such a manat any

time wouldhavebeenan important event, but,in thepresent difficult
situation of England, and with famine desolating Ireland, the dis-
appearance of the Liberatoris acrisis extremelyimportant/

"The 'Gazette de Lyons' remarked that his had been 'alifeof
ceaseless toil andmatchless glory/

"'Le Ehone' 6aid
—

'He has left behind him a reverence the
lovliest, themost beautiful, thepurest, destined to live in thememory
of man/

"The 'Journal de Commerce' declared
—

'The greatest of the
■world'ssons has departed— the worldgrieves.'

1Andthe
'Debats' proclaimed

—
'The greatestofIreland'scitizens,

andperhapsherlasthope, is gone/
"In the Trench Chambers Montalembert spoke his eulogy— in

theCathedralof Paris that sainted Archbishop who afterwards fell at
thebarricades,shot down while tryingto dissuade thepeoplefromthe
folly of resisting longer, announced the greatness of

'Ireland'sEman-
cipator'

—
and in St. Peter's, the greatest of Church orators, the

eloquentPadre Ventura, deliveredamasterlypanegyricin thepresence
of an immense assemblage, which included all the Cardinals, arch-
bishops,andeminent peraonagesin theEternal City,in whichhesaid:'The Simon of thenew law is gone.' The heart of the Liberator
having, in accordance with his last request,been depositedinRome,
his remains were conveyed to Ireland. They reached Dublin on
Monday, the 2nd of August, and were at once brought to the pro-
Cathedral where they lay in state until the following "Wednesday.
The coffinbore the inscription:

'"DAHNEIi O'COIfNELL,
Ireland'sLiberator,

YJhile onhis way to the scat of the Apostles,
Sleptin the Lord at Genoa,

May the15th,
Inthe year 1847.

HeJived 71years9 months and9days.'
"On "Wednesday, the obsequies took place— the Metropolitan

Churchbeing appropriately drapedin mourning. Itwas thronged to
its uttermost capacity. Thousands, unable to obtain admission,
crowded all the neighbouring streets. The gallery underneath the
organ was appropriated to the members of his family and their
relatives. There were thenpresent,besidesmany others,hi» foursons—

Maurice, Morgan, John, and Daniel
—

and docile, courteous, and" Honest Tom Steele.' Themembers of the Hierarchy who took part
in the sad ceremonial, which was conducted on a scale of unusual
splendour, were:"The MostRev. Dr.Murray, then ArchbishopofDublin."

The MostRev.Dr. Nicholson, then Archbishop of Corfu."
The MostRev. Dr.Polding, then Archbishop of Australia."The MostRev.Dr. Cantwell,Bishop of Meath."The MostRev. Dr.Higgins, thenBishop of Ardagh."
The MostRev.Dr. Keating, thenBishop of Eerna."
The MostRev.Dr. Maginn, thenBishop of Derry."
The MostRev. Dr.McNally,Bishop of Clogher."
The MostRoy. Dr.Murphy, thenBishopof Hyderabad."
The MostRev. Dr. Wholan, Bishopof Bombay."
There wasalso a vast assemblage of clergymen fromallpartsof

the country present onthat memorable day. The funeral orationwas
deliveredby the VeryRev. Dr.Miley— he who hadaccompaniedhim
on kis last journey, and who was his faithful and affectionate friend
andcompanion throughout his illness. The following day, Thursday,
the sth of August— the eve of the anniversary of his birth— his
remains were conveyejno Glasnevin, where they now rest in an un-
finished grave. The iuneral was immense, and well testified the
people's love ani sorrow. Suchaprocession was never witnessedin
the Irish metroplis. Itincluded all ranks, oil sections;andevery
popularrepresentativebody in the country sent its delegatesto join
in it. The Trades, too— untainted in their fealty

—
who had accom-

paniedhim in imposing array to many a peaceful "victory— werepre-
sent, and so extensive was the sad cortege that the day had fai
advanced ere the endof ithadreached the cemetery. The coffin was
accompaniedto the graveby the bishops whose names wehavemen-
tioned,and who were joined by the MostE-ev. Dr.MacHale

—
by the

members of his family and their relatives— by
'
Honest Tom Steele/

andby a vast number of his privateandpolitical friends;and thus
terminated the funeral of

'Ireland's greatestcitizen,and,perhaps,her
lasthope'— '

while the tree
Of Freedom's wither'd trunkputs forthaleafEven, for thytomb agarlandletit be—
TheForum's Champion andthe People'sCMef.'"—

Nation.

A veryamusing story was toldus recently byanEnglish.Catholic
lady of rank, who was converted some twenty years ago. Almost
immediately after her entry into the Church, she wasinvited to visit
some relatives ina remote part ofEngland. She went, andmuch to
her surprise,perceivedthat all the family portraitsandstatuet inthe
housewere coveredwithgreenbaize. Imagineher amusement when,
onendeavoring to findout the causeof the extraordinaryconcealment
of thesehousehold ornaments, she was informed that they hadbeen
thus hiddeninorder toavoid putting before her the temptation of"bowingdownand worshipping images," which her worthy host
believed was one ofthe habits of Catholics. Yet these good people
werenot one whitmore ignorant and prejudicedthan _the majority
ofProtestants who writeuponCatholic subjects.

The centenary of the Blessed GregoryX.will be celebratedat
Piacenza, Italy,with great ceremony this year. This great Pontiff
was a nativeofPiacenza,and was one of the most prominent men of
the thirteenth century. His chief object inlife was thereconciliation
of the Ghielphs and Ghibelineeand the cessation of the terrible civil
wars with which their quarrels constantly filled Italy. He was,
indeed,amanof peace,one who frequently sacrificedhis ownhappi-
ness andinterestsinorder topromote thewelfareof thepeople.
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