
There maybe many of our readers who are not aware of
the conditions upon.which the Disestablishment of the
Irish Church was effected, and for theinformation of such
persons we extract the following facts from a return
recently presented to the Imperial Parliament upon the
su,bject. When the Billbecame law,and the voice of the
country had proclaimed that the monstrous injustice
towards the Irishpeople should be for ever swept away,
provision wasmade wnereby theIrish Protestant bishops
and other ecclesiastics wereallowed to rate their life inte-
rests in their respective holdings; that is to say, they were
permitted to nameabulk sum as compensationfor the loss
of their future yearly stipends. This arrangementbecame
applicable to allmembers of the Church, from the Arch-
bishop of Aemagh down to thelowestcurate. Incarrying
out tneprocess of commutation it is a somewhat notable
fact from the verylarge demands put forth, either that the
contemplated change greatly enhanced the value of the
livings, or that theirpossessors were makingprovision for
extreme longevity. During the existence of the State
Churchin Ireland,it wasagenerally supposedfact that its
curates were anything but a well paid class ; statistics,
however, bear out the fact that many of those gentlemen
who weresupposed tohave been living on miserable pit-
tances, appearedto be in possession of most respectable
incomes, judgingfrom theirassessmentof loss when asked
to commute. Itwill be thus seenthat the dignitaries and
clergyof the Church of England, who were in possession
at thepassage of the Bill had but little cause for com-
plaint, noportionof the burden falling upon their shoul-
ders, but on the contrary,a veryliberal provision being
secured for the remainder of their day's. Under those
circumstances,it is scarcely surprising to learnthat being
thus provided for,and the extentof their duties inmany-
instances being now, as heretofore, absolutely none,
numbers have left the scenesof their former "labors," there
being no further need for their enforced residence. In
noticing this exodus,anEnglish organsays: "The bubble
has burst, and the Establishment is down. Its clerical
supporters have in crowds fled from the land,butnot like
theIsraelitesof old, for theyhave taken some little flesh-
|pots with them to help them while passing through the
desertof life." Many of thosereverend gentlemen,for the
support andmaintenance of whom theunhappy peasantry
were heavily taxed, were inthecondition of Dean Swift,
who,preaching one day in a church where the congrega-
tion wassolely representedbyhis veneTable clerk,dropped
the "brethren," and addressed it as "My dear Eogeb."
The following statementof the remuneration granted to a
few of theEpiscopacywillbereadwith interest. TheArch-
bishop of Armagh, who is also the Primate of Ireland,
estimated theloss tohis purseby thecarriage of themea-
sure to the extent of £90,000. Considering that the
venerable prelate waseighty years ofage when the claim
was put forward, and his yearly stipend amounted to
£11,000, itmust be confessed that his Lordship seemed
determined to make provision for, and enjoy, a goodold
age. Inaddition to that sum theclergyinhisdiocese have
voted themselves half a million as compensation. His
Lordship ofDerby would appear to have secured thelion's
share,no less a sum than £111,000 falling tohis lot, while
the clergy under his charge were apportioned £360,000.
|Dr. Trench,Archbishop of Dublin,had to satisfied
with £93,000, his subordinateshavingthe sumof £500,000
distributed amongst them. HisLordshipof Ttjam wascut
down to £65,000, andquarter of amillion for those within
his jurisdiction; the Bishop of Meath obtained £47,000,
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resultof her teaching. The more' weread the writings of/
modern thinkers,and their descriptionsof modernprogress, ;

themore we dislike both, and the less are we tempted to
desert the noble old institutiontto which Christendom owes
all it has of faith,piety,grace,of all that is noble inart,
grandin architecture,pure inmorals, sublime inliterature, '
trueinreligion, winning in'manners,honorable in politics,
humane in the relations of man to man, and truthful in
socialrelations. To the Eoman Church it isdue that in "

Christendom there is a liberty that prevails nowhere else,
even in theory; that real progress has been made. The
only advance that modern thought and modern progress
can claim, is anadvance backwards. To these is due the
tendency nowmanifesting itself inthe direction of pagan-
ism,and universal enslavement.

nas "himself. Tet M. I?louren-s, and the whole schoolofIrench physiologists, ridicule both his doctrine andlan-
guage. EvenHuxleysays itis only a theory. "Why is itunscientific savagery in a Christian to say so, too? M.Viax, in his observations on Le Darwinisme, not only
ridicules thegasconadeofM.Darwin,butadds,"Gepauvre
Huxley riest pasplus Hettreux avec la tete des signes
qu'avce leurs pieds." M. De Quatbefages denies that
Dabwin's theoryhas even the merit of originality, " Since
itwas clearly put forth byM.Naudin, prior to its pnbli-
cation in England." (Unity of the Human Bace, eh.XII.,p.199.) Professor Owen-, whose supremacy inhis
own sphere of science is undisputed, (Palesontology, p.443, second edition), laughs at Darwin's hypothetical
transmuting saying, "Past experience of the
chance aims of human fancy,unchecked and unguidedby
observed facts, shows how widely theyhave everglanced
away from the goldcentre oftruth."

What if a noblesavage said the following, taken fromthe PallMall Gazette, August 13, 1872 :—":
— " The teaching

ofnatural science, even if it werecarried out on a reallysatisfactory system, can never fill the place ofletters ;" or
this from' Hebbert Spencer (First Principles,eh. 1., p.
17),"Every additionto its surface doesbutbring it into
wider contact with surrounding nescience" By the way,
themention ofHebbebt Spencer'snameremindsusofwhatBrownson, the great American reviewer, says of him.
Bbownson's estimate of Spencer as a powerful and
original thinker,differs very materially from that formed
in reference tohim bya gentleman who lately delivered a
lecture on Evolution inthis city. Speakingof evolution,
Brownson says, vol. ill., No. 2, p 159:— "But your
doctrine of evolution is not science ; it is only an
unverified hypothesis, an unproved theory, and a
very absurd theory at that. Even that prince of
modern English humbugs, Herbert Spencer, did not
originate it, but plagiarised it from the old Greek
sophists refuted both by Plato and Aristotle, andlaughed out of countenance by oldHermias
The advanced thinkers of the age,called thinkers, becausethey do not think, and are incapable, through their own
fault of thinking, if they are not avowed materialists, re-
strictallour /knowledge to thematerial order,and excludefrom the domain of science the whole supersensible world.
Matter and its laws constitute for them the whole field ofscience. Because the Church insists on the recognition,
partlyby science,and partly by faith,of notonly a'super-
sensible, but a supernatural and superintelligible 'world,
they cry out againsther as the enemyof science."

Humboldt ridiculed the "superficial omniescence" ofof scientists, andprofesses slight esteem for whathe callsthe"pretendedconquests of our age" and its "superficial
self-knowledge."— Preface to Cosmos. ""When Iwant toknow," says Euskin (The Queen ofthe Air,p.p. 70, 72),"why a leaf is green, they teJl me that it is colored bychlorophyll,' which at first sounds very instructive ;but
if they would only say plainly that a leaf is colored bya
thing called " green-leaf,' we should seemorejprecisely howfar wehavegot."

Mr.Leckey (Bationalism,vol.l., eh. XI.,p.187),says— "Ithas longbeena truism that we arepassing through
a. stateofchaosofanarchy, and of transition. During thepast century the elements of dissolution have been multi-plying all aroundus." There doesnot appear, then, that
therehasbeen much progress,or that modern thought hasled to much that isuseful by way of result. And in his
treatise on EuropeanMorals, vol.L,eh. XI.,p.276, thisaYe writer remarks :

— "Sincerely Catholic nationsare dis-tinguished for their reverence, for theirhabitual and vivid
perception of religious things, for the warmth of theiremotions,for a certain aimability of disposition,anda cer-tain natural courtesy andrefinement of manner,thtt are
inexpressibly winning" On the other hand,Mr.Euskin(The Queen of the Air,v.145), says :— MEngland ischiefly
remarkable now for the multiplication of crimes more
ghastly than ever yet disgraced a nominal civilization."And Mr. Wilkie Collins (Manand Wife, preface,p. 9),
says:— "Wehavebeen so shamelesslyfamiliar withviolence
and outrage, that we recognise them as a necessary in-
gredient in.our social sytem, and class oursavages as a
representative partof our population." This much mustsuffice for to-day, our breath is fairly taken away. Here
we seetheresultofmodern thoughtandprogress described,
by theirrepresentativemen,whonolensvoletu,arecompelled
tobear evidence in favor of thegrand old Church,and the
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