
EXPULSION OF SISTERS OF CHARITY.
Itf the earlypartofMarch,at about 4 o'clock in the morning, 140
Sisters of Charity lefttheMontparnasserailwaystationat Paris, and
proceeded twoand two towards their mother-house in the Hue dv
Bac. They were the first detachment of the 410 Sisters of St. Vin-
cent ofPaul, drivenout ofMexico by the liberal andmasonicgovern-
ment of that country. As those goodSisters directed the education
of the greater portionof the young girls of Mexico,the Government,
fearing the indignation of its subjects,used a certain degree of prlfc
dence inits impiousprojects. First they proponed to the Sisters to
lay aside thehabit of theirOrder. The Sisters repliedwith apositive
refusal. "Very well! if you willnot lay aside your habit, you will
have to leaveMexico."

— "
And we will leaveit,seeing that while yon

preachuniversal liberty,yourefuse it tous." Taken,aback by suchfirmness, the wickedmagistratessent for all the religious andbeganto
question them separately. They "wanted to know:1. The motive of
their resistance. 2. Whether they were acting freely. 3. Whether
they werenot the victims of the despotism of then- superiors. The
unanimousreply was this:— "We arebound, but only by our vows,
andnever will webreak them inorder to obey man. The only pres-
sure putuponus is thatof duty andconscience. We arepreparedto
leave."

Ashamedofbeing doneby women, the tyrants decreed that the
Sisters of Mexican origin (they number 355) could not leave the
country without thepermissionof their parents. But, the parents
being consulted by Government, all answered* that they gave their
dear exiles leave to execute the arduous duties o£ their vocation.
These impious proceedings of those in authority was the subject of a
most energeticprotest on thepart of the Mexican ladies. Here are
lome remarkable paisages:

— "We are convinced we shall not be
attended to. Partyspirit is blind to everything, and to execute hisorders, thefreemason is ready to set the worldin a blaze. Notwith-
standing weare resolved toprotest, so that the true sentimentsmay
be known ofthepeopleof whomwe form a half, in order that the
worldshallnot attiibute to ournation the infamies of its representa-
tives,andinorder to make a solemn affirmationof our faith and to
give relief to our just indignation. Youseize mostholy institutions ;
butyouarenot authorised toact so evenby that mass of stupidities
calledby youa Constitution. Youproclaim libertyandyoupersecute
the priests;youtalk of individualguaranteesand you proscribe the
ecclesiastical dress; you preach independence and you enthral the
Church; you denounce liberty of association, and you exile 400
Mexicanladies whoareguilty, heinous crime as it is, of forming a
society together for thepurpose of doing all the good they can to
their fellows. Youdeserve right well of the masters to whom you
have sworn servitude:freemasonry has reason to be proud of you.
But,inrevenge,the anathemas of the Churchblast you.and the peo-
ples' curse is on yon. By your foolish crime, you have reduced
numerous families to be without bread, you have deprived of their
foster mothers thousandsof little orphans, you leave without educa-
tionentire populations, without helphundreds of sick, without com-
fort an immensemultitude of wretched. Andnow, wo declare before
the whole world, that he whoabuses his office as youdo, is a traitor;
he who assails the Sisters of Charity is a cowardly varlet;he who
signs decrees against thereligion of his fathers and turns himself into
a persecutorofit,maybe a verygood deputyof the masonic lodges,
butnot of the Mexican people. We declare that we will disobey,
wheneverit maybe possible, the decrees of themodern Julians, and
we will obey evento deathour Pastors when they shall address us
whether from the depths ofa dungeon, or fromthe top of thescaffold.
We declare in fine, that we no longer regard as husband, brothers,
or children those who have had a hand in exiling the Sisters of
Charity andwe arepreparedto suffer anypersecution that our pro-
test maydraw uponus."

WELLINGTON.
FEAST OF CORPUS CHBISTI.

Last Sunday, being the Sunday -within the Octave of CorpusChristi, wascelebrated withunusualpomp andsplendour,and will
be long remembered withmuch gratification "by allthose who had
the privilege of being present at the Cathedral of St. Mary's.
High. Masswas sungby the Eev. Father Kearney, andan impres-
sive discourse delivered by the Rev. Father Petit Jean on theBlessed Sacrament. The High Altar wasmuch beautified for theoccasionby the addition of six concentric semi-circular benches,gradually decreasingin circumference, on the apexof which wasplacedafter thecelebration ofMass the adorableGodof the Altaronasplendid monstrance for the adoration of the faithfuluntil
after Vespers. The candelabra and candlesticks were of metal
silvered andenamelled, exceedingly rich andbeautiful. Between
these wereplaced vases containing1 every variety of flowers, and
whenthe tapers were lighted there was formed a coivp d'ceil of the
most brilliant character. Notwithstanding the drizzling rain
which continued all day, crowds of worshippers continued un-remittingly untilVesperscommenced. Atseveno'clock thechurchwas filled toexcess,all the available seats being occupiedbefore
service began. The Catholic YoungMen's Society in then- regalia
occupiedSt. Joseph's Sanctuary, the Hibernians the front seats
outside the rails and the girls di-essed in white the benchesin
frontof the HigiAltar and the BlessedVirgin's. After theMag-
nificat was sung theRev.Father Kearney ascended thepulpitand
preached an eloquent sermon on the Feast of Corpus Christi,
whichwas listened to by amixed but highly respectableaudience.
Then came the\ rocession— first, about onehundred girls dressed
inwhite with w.liite veilsandcrownedwith wreaths of white roses,
whoseinnocent " oices warblingout the touchingwords of thehymn"Sweet Sacrum* nt, weAdore Thee," coupledwith theirorder and
decorum, showe<". whatpains-taking- zealmust have beenbestowed
by the good nuns on their cultivation. Next came the torch-
bearers

—
members of the Wellington Catholic Young Men's and

theHibernian. Australian CatholicBenefit Societies,infull regalia.
The Blessed Sacrament,carried under a dais by the Eev. Father
Petit Jean, preceded by thurifers, came next. After which the
Rev.Father Kearney gavesolemnbenediction. lamhappy tosay
thatmany Protestants, who were witnesses of this joyful festivity,
evincedby their respectful and silent behavioxir that they were
deeply awedby " his public professionof Catholic faith. May God
Almighty grant abundantgrace andlong life toour dearly beloved
pastors,whoseuntiring zealanddevotion to God's glory are ever
ready toexhibitin all theirreligious beauty for theedificationand
instruction of .heir attached flock the splendours of our cere-
monious worship.

FORMATION OF A BRANCH OF ST. VINCENT DE PATTti's SOCIETY.
A prcliiuiiiory meeting was held at the School-room, Hill

Btxeet, last Monday evening for the above purpose. FatherPetit
Jeanbeing called to the chair, explainedtheobject of the meeting,
whichwas to form a Societyunder the patronge of St.Vincent to
render spiritual and temporal assistance to the deserving poor,
which,according to the word of our Lord, we shallalways have
amongstus. Twenty-fivemembers were enrolled, and the follow-
ing gentlemen appointedas officers, to whom thedutyof forming
a draft or therules is 'committed:— Mr. Gardner, president;Mr.McDonald, rice-president; Mr. Sheridan, treasurer; and Mr.
Crofts,secretary. Two cases of distress were broughtunder the
noticeof themeeting, which were left to Father PetitJeantobe
dealtwithaccording to his discretion. After a voteof thanks be-
ingpassedto the revertnd chairman, the meetingadjourned for a
fortnight. Cathomctjs.

Wellington, 3rd June, 1875.

DEATH OF SIR JOHN GRAY.
Dttblin, April9 1875.

—
Sir John Gray, member of Parliament for

Kilkenny, andproprietorof the
'
freeman's Journal,' of Dublin,died

yesterday.
Sketchofhis Lite.

Sir John Gray, Knight, andmember of Parliament,wa* an emi-
nent journalist, a leading politician, and a very successful British
legislator. He vas the 6on of the late Mr.JohnGray,of Claremorris,
in the countyMayo,Ireland,by his wifeElizabeth, the only child of
Mr. GeorgeMelnon. He wasbornin the year1815,andwaseducated
in Trinity College, Dublin. He studiedmedicine as aprofession, and
"was in due season admitted a licentiate of the College of Physicians.
He enteredthe field of politics early inlife, attaching himself to the
party of O'Connell, andhas since continued to tank as an advanced
reformer. He waselected an Alderman of the city of Dublin, and
■was subsequently chosen Lord Mayor of the Irish metropolis for the
years 1868-69, buthe declinedto serve. He became part proprietor
of the'Dublinfreeman's Journal,' and wasafterwards owner of the
paper, a very valuable property. He was untiring as industrious
andhadmuch to do with theundertaking of Vartry Water Works,
by the completionof whichDublin obtaineda supply of water. The
Earlof Carlisle, asLordLieutenant of Ireland, conferred the honour
of KnighthoodonDr. Gray in the year 1863, in recognition of his
"ervicet as chairman of the Water Works Commission. The late
LordPalmerston entertained a very high opinion of Dr. Gray as a
reformer,apatriot and gentleman, and was accustomed to ask his
extra parliamentary opinion on. many subjects connected with the
■welfareof Ireland. Dr. Gray moved resolutions in the House of
Commons for the disestablishment of the Irish Church. He also
introduced, withMr. Cogan andSir Colman O'Loghlen, the Official
Oathsand the Transubstantiation Declaration Abolitionbills. He
advocatedtheballotand tenant right. Sir John Gray leaves four
icrai and tiro daughters.

SECESSION FROM THE CHURCHOF ENGLAND OF
THE REV. G. THOMPSON.

The Key. Q-ordon Thompson, M.A,curate of Christchurch, A lbany
Street,has given the followingexplanation,to the Bishop of London
of his reasons for resigning the curacy, and, joining the Catholic
Church:

—
MyLokd,

—
Itia my duty, though owing to your greatkindness

a dutyIshrink from, to inform you thatIhave resigned the ouracyV-
of Christchurch, Albany Street. The reasons that compelme to take'
this step are chiefly the three following:

—
1. Upon more mature

reflectionIcanin no way satisfy either my conscience or my reason
that the Anglican Church is one and the same with thatwhich our
LordbuiltuponSt.Peter,withthe promise thatnothingshouldprevail
against it. 2. Inthe Nicene Creed the following words are to be
found:

— "IbelieveinOne,Catholicand ApostolicChurch." Icannot
therefore any longer act as though there were twoor six. There may
be many sects;but the Church, i.e., our Lord's Body, can be but
one. 3. That, under the existing relations between the Anglican
Church and the State, Ibelieve it to be impossible for her to bo
faithful to primitive doctrine, evenif she were not guilty of schism.
Under these circumstances,Ihave sought reception into the Catholic
Church. My residence abroad for two yearsas a- consular chaplain
enabledme to viewtheEnglish Church ata distanceandincomparison,
with the Catholic Church. Ibecame gradually convinced that the
spn'it of comprehension which animated the resultedin a
compromise of the great truths of Christianity. The way,moreover,
in which the Anglican Church has accepted.the recent judgments and
legislative acts convinces me the more strongly that her watchword?
are "Establishment and Expediency." Ihave only to thank your
lordship for the greatkindnessIhave everreceivedfromyou frommy
first introductionuntilnow;butIknow thatitisimpossible to soften
the judgment of others ina step of this character,and thatnocourse
is opento yourlordshipbut tocondemnit.

—Ihave thehonour to be
yourlordship'sImmbleservant, - GobdonThompbos".
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