
The engagement of Mr.and Mrs. Hoskinsterminated on Tuesday
evening,on which occasion Mr. Hoskins took his benefit, in the
character of Chrysos in the classical play of "Pygmalion and
Galatea." Since their first appearance, some three weeks since,
thepublichave hadnoreasontocomplainof the classofentertain-
ment whichhasbeen provided,and for whichthe management of
Mr.Hoskins is always a sufficient guarantee. Thepublic of Dune-
dinare alwaysfound to bestow a liberalpatronage uponartistesof
ability,anditis amatterof nowonder then, that,during theseasonjust concluded,there shouldhavebeencrowdedhouses. On Wed-
nesday evening the Press Dramatic Club had possession of theboards,making theirbow to the audiencein the somewhat difficult
Frenchdrama of "Plot andPassJon." The Club since the forma-tion,haveappearedrepeatedly inaid ofvarious local funds, but on
Wednesday evening the appealwas on their own behalf, the pro-
ceeds being appropriatedto the purchaseof awardrobe. Whether
onaccount of the reputationof tlieperformers, a desire toassist
the objectfor which the entertainment was given,or thepleasure
of criticising the critics, we are unable to say,but be the reasonwhatitmay,the attendancewasamost cheeringone. The advent
of the "Fourth Estate" was preceded by the sparkling littlecomedietta, "A Happy Pair." Mr. and Mrs. Hoskins appearing
as Mr. and Mrs. Honeyton. Of this partof the programmeitis
unnecessary to speak, but we may here mention that both Mr.
Hoskins and Miss Colville generously gave their services during
the evening. The principalcharacters introducedin "Plot and
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(TO THE"[ EDITOR OP 'NEW ZEALAND HERALD,' PEE FAVOUR OP"
THE

'TABLET.'
Sir,— In your late leading article on Mr. Gladstone's now

celebratedpamphletyousay of certain claimsmadebyArchbishop
Manning onbehalf of the Pope that these are bold pretensionsof
his tobeput forthinthis thenineteenth century, "when school-
boys readhistory,andknow all about the actsof former Popes."
Schoolboys readhistory. Yes,audit is of the last importance that
the historiestisedinour schools shouldbe truthful andimpartial.
Mr.LuskjInotice, inhis report on the last examination of the
High School, remarks on the meagre and unsatisfactory kind of
classbookusedby the pupils in that establishment, and suggests

■ something more full andscholarly infuture.
! Thehistorical epitome used, if Imistake not, in the High
Schoolis Collier's. Onglancing oversome portions of itInotice
nothing erroneously stated,butmuch importantmattersuppressed
whichit is material even for " schoolboys" to know. The sup-
pressio veri,everyoneknows,jisat times evenworsethantheassertio
falsi. Onegreat objection Roman Catholics have to sendtheir
children toGovernment secular schools is foundedonthe factthat
their mind is apt tocontract aprejudice against their Church by
reading histories so unfaithfully written. In Collier's History,
andother popularhistoricalepitomesusedinsecular or Protestant
schools, Avhile allor theworst evildeeds of Catholic celebritiesmay
begiven, sometimesnohint is given of some of theveryworstacts
of Protestant rulers. Iwrite under correction of course. The
reader is led erroneously to believeorinfer that persecution is a
tenet oftheCatholic Church, and that no Catholic evor suffered
for hisreligion. Heis not told that the crueltiesinMary's reign
were done indefianceof Catholic principles,and not inaccordance
with them j-and thataCatholic priest,in open Court, reproached
the Qtieenand the Governmentforattemptingbysuch cruelmeans
tobring men to forsake their error. He told them they were
acting inopposition"bothto the spiritand theletterof the Gospel;
that it was their duty toattempt to persuade the judgment, and
not totake the lives of theunhappy persons theywerepersecuting.
Circumstances such as;these aresuppressed in Collier'shistory,
withwhat fairness yoxiVourself shall judge. It is true he tells
that CardinalPole, the'Tope's legate, was opposed to such san-
guinary measuresasMary'sGovernmentwereadoptingtosuppress
the Reformedcreed. So farhe is just. But this was not enough
to place the transactions of that ;reign in jtheir [true light,and
exonerateCatholicsingeneralfromtheimputationof sympathising
inacts ofblood they abhor.

The above is amere specimen.of the wrongdone toCatholics
by the suppression of materialhistoricalfacts in school histories
andothermorefullhistories -written for thej.use of Protestants.
Catholic statesmen, both lay and ecclesiastical, in past ages,
committedmany crimes under the impulse of bad passions.
But it is unfair to conceal or pass over in silence the ser.
vices so many eminent Popes and other Catholics have ren.
deredtoliberty and the cause of Christian civilization generally.
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familial", ata time, too,whenthe priesb, as well as the digger, had to
"rough"it,willrogret that now, when thehardships andexposure
to all sorts of weatherinyears gone by is beginning to tell ona con-
stitution which must have been like iron, a sense of duty to his
Divines Master compels him to "undertake thoresponsibilities of a
teacher, when a little rest would be more conducive to his health.
But Father Royer remembers the commandment given to the church
1800 years ago, "Go yo, therefore, and teach all nations," and is
determined thatuntila person canbe got to take chargeof the school,
the Catholic ch^drenof Hyde shallnot wanta teacher.

Passion
"

are Fouche,Duke of Otranto, and Napoleon'scelebrated
Minister of Police;MadamedeFontages, thespy, andafterwards
the destroyerofFouche" j Henride Neuville, an impulsive youngBourbon, who has been conspiring' against the Empire, but is
savedfromruinby the devotionof MariedeFontagesj Deniarets,
the subordinateof Fouche, and'by whomheisultimatelybetrayed;
and theMarquisdeCevennes. Thepart of the Secret Minister,
whose sway was so powerful under the Napoleonicregime, was
undertakenbyMr.R. Henry, who, throughout the whole piece,
gavea most correct rendering of the calculating and passionless
chief,not only forming theproper conceptionof the character,but
also carrying it through with an ease and self-possession not
usually foundinaniatevirs. As theunhappyMadamede Fontages,
who has beenluredinto the clutches ofFouche*,Miss Colvillewas,
as she always is,most effective, the scene withHenri,inwhichshe
impassionately declares her innocenceofcomplicity in the intrigue
against his liberty, calling forth especial marks of approbation.
The very tryingcharacter of Henri de Neuville was assumedby
Mr.LeGrove, and whenit is rememberedthat itjis onewhichcalls
intoplay the tenderest emotions of love, and indignant bursts of
scorn andpassion,itmust besaid thatheis entitled to thehighest
praise for themannerinwhichhe acquittedhimself. Nodoubtat
times he wasrather stilted, and inclined todisregardthe necessity
of proper punctuation,but while the defects were but few and
trivial, the delineation of the character as a whole was highly
creditable. Mr.Mitchellhasbeenlooked uponas oneof the most
promisingmembers of the Club,andon formeroccasionshas been
spokenmosthighly of,but toottr mind his representationof the
cringing Demarets, the unscrupulous tool of the pitilessFouche,
far surpassedhis effortson other occasions, his enunciationbeing
given withadistinctness, and his bye-play with an effect which
might be copied with profit by others beside amateurs. The
character of the Marquis £de Cevenne3 was entrusted to Mr.
Buchanan, andalthough itis the only characterinthe dramawith
theslightest veinofcomedy,so welldidhe fulfill the task allotted
tohim, thatthecontagionofhis humorservedtorelieveina great
measurethe-heaviness of the'other characters. Jabot wasunder-
takenbyMr.Capper,and Grisboulle by Mr.Wybtirn, butneither
gentlemencanbe complimentedon their success, the chief merit
consistingin the slight strain which was made ontheabilities by
the respectivecharacters. The performance, takenas awhole,was
amost successful one, and although many opinions hadbeen ex-
pressedregarding thecapacity of the Club toundertakesucha try-
ing drama as "Plot and Passion," we think it must be fairly
admittedthat those doubts havebeen set at rest since Wednesday
night.

RANDOM NOTES.
"

Achiel's amang ye taMn'notes,
An' faithhe'll prenfc 'em.

Fudge is furious, and when Fudge is furious Fudge is funny— for
\rhich, however, le must be held blameless. To those who read
Fudge this may appear strange,fun not being his forte, and there-
fore,in thepossessionof a quality so foreign to, and unusual with.
Fudgenatural, the change requiresanoteof explanation. Fudge is
ambitious and aspires to rival Milton or Muldoon in poetry, and
Thackerayor Timonin satire. While unhesitatingly conceding the
former,Iheretically hazardeda doubtabout the latter, andforthwith
the vials of Fudgistic wrath have been uncorked, and Ihave been
told "the time o' day

"
with a vengeance. Had Fudge been allowed

topursue the eventenor of his way,his weekly production would be
stili conspicuousfor its massive dulness, and the solitary spark which
last week threw its feeble rayoverhis otherwise sombrecolumn, would
neverhavehadexistence. Floriculturists tell of flowers which emit
noperfume until they are crushed beneath the heel 5 now Fudge is
not a flower, andyet

— but why pursue the simile further ? After
exhaustinganabundant stock of

"
spicy wit, keen sarcasm, polished

6atire,andscathing irony,"Fudge cries peccavi, and with a candor
which, like charity coversa multitude of sins, admits thathis column
wasnever intendedfor axight but'fudge,or else he should "not have
wasted somuch valuable space onsucL a subject aa the 'Bankruptcy
ofLiberalism.' True, thoumanof noble aspirations, andIheartily
agree thatit was the "concentrated, &c, &c. &c," to holdforthupon
a subjectof which youhad asmuchknowledge as a cat has of conic
sections. Nevertheless,for daring tohint at whathe has since inno-
cently admitted,Fudge became indignant, andHudibrasanda host of
minor missiles werehurled at mydevotedhead. Althoughobstinately
refusing to accept the kindly advice tendered,Inotice that Fudge is
determinedinfuturo tomake his productionsintelligible, andby poetic
extractsattached to each item, furnish thekey to thegmysterious, and
solve what, without them, wouldbe as greataproblemas the identity
of Junius. But still, it must be confessed, wereFudge to give his
readers moreof Hudibras andCo.,and less of Fudge,a deal of specu-
lationwouldbe saved.

ANOTHER turn of thepoliticalkaleidoscope,and what do webe-
hold! Otago'smost risingpoliticianastride the State locomotive.Atleast,so he is in the estimate of the 'Ghiardian,' and of course it is
alwayscorrect. If the subject of its recent leadingarticle andextra-
Tagantlaudations possesses buta tithe of the virtues with which he
has been accredited,theProvincehas indeedsecured a treasure, and
the sooner the steam— metaphoricalandactual— has been gotup, the
better. 'Tis true the slight drawback of a superfluity of loquacious-
ness lias been admitted. lamafraid, however, tiere was a hiddenirony inadmitting this weakness,andin the samebreath dubbing the
oratora, "rising" one ;but certainly if:usedin that sense, thosewho
know the gentlemanin questionwill i-eadily admit that in the facility
■with, which he getsuponhis legs he is indeed a rising politician. If
hehas beenas aprivate member as near perfection as possible, and
the only defecthas been a desire torival his wonderful namesake, we
are promised that, as the Minister with the weighty cares of State
tiponhis shoulders,his reticence willin futureequalthefamous parrot,
whichcouldnot speak,but wasa perfect wonder to think. lam some-
whatdoubtful of the efficacy of the changeof position,butif Mr. Fish
is toremain a publicman, andsiicb. a transformation canbe effected,
thenby allmoans chose the lesser evil,and purehasohis silence,evenattheprice of a seat on the Treasury Benches.
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